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RAJYA SABHA
Friday, 30th August, 2013/8th Bhadra, 1935 (Saka)
The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
OBITUARY REFERENCE

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, | refer with profound sorrow to the
passing away of Shri Dharam Chander Prashant, a former Member of this House
on the 28th of August, 2013, at the age of 90 years.

Born in April, 1923 in Jammu, Shri Prashant was educated at Prince of Wales
College, Jammu and Sanatan Dharam College, Lahore. A journalist by profession,
Shri Prashant started his career as a Lecturer of Journalism at the Jammu University
and represented the Associated Press of India and the Press Trust of India for
over three decades in Jammu. He was also associated with various social, cultural,
literary and educational organisations. He served as the President of the Jammu
Press Club; Jammu and Kashmir Union of Journalists, Dogra Sanstha, a premier
literary organisation of Jammu and Kashmir; Hindi Sahitya Mandal and Hindi
Pracharini Sabha. Shri Prashant was a prolific writer and had several publications to
his credit. Shri Dharam Chander Prashant represented the State of Jammu and
Kashmir in this House from April, 1982 to April, 1988.

In the passing away of Shri Dharam Chander Prashant, the country has lost a
renowned journalist and a distinguished Parliamentarian. We deeply mourn the
passing away of Shri Dharam Chander Prashant.

I request Members to rise in their places and observe silence as a mark of
respect to the memory of the departed.

(Hon. Members then stood in silence for one minute)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Secretary-General will convey to the members of the
bereaved family our sense of profound sorrow and deep sympathy.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 281.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, Hon. Leader of Opposition wants to say
something.
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RE. DEMAND FOR A RULING ON PASSING OF MOTION RELATING
TO JOINT COMMITTEE ON ALLOCATION AND PRICING OF
TELECOM LICENCES AND SPECTRUM

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Sir, yesterday
we had raised this issue when the hon. Deputy Chairman was in the Chair that
the manner ot electing two Members to fill up casual vacancies to the Joint
Parliamentary Committee has to be by a procedure which is recognized by
precedent. Now, the precedent always in Parliamentary Committees has been that it
is the relative strength of the parties and proportionate representation applies.
Either it is an election or even if it is a Government Resolution, it factors in the
proportionate representation. For the first time that has been given a go-by. If it
has been given a go-by and in a din a Resolution of this kind is passed, we have
written to you separately also, we would expect the Chair to rule on this because
Parliament is run by rules, by rulings of the Chair and also by other instructions
that the Chair issues. Because a ruling of this kind is coming on record, if the
ruling is correct, and we do respect the Chair, then let it be a precedent for future,
and if the ruling is incorrect, history will have an opportunity to correct the error
into which we are falling. In our respectful submission, this is not the way in
which Parliamentary Committees or their vacancies are to be filled up by a ‘winner
takes all' principle. Therefore, we will urge you to kindly consider giving a written
ruling to this effect so that it becomes a part of Parliamentary practice that
henceforth the Committees are to function in this manner and the Opposition also
knows whether they are going to be represented on these Committees or not.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Just one minute, please. ...(Interruptions)... Just one

minute, please. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Venkaiahji, ...(Interruptions)... Just a minute, please.

...(Interruptions)...
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AR AR0OH: 8800 . ANl right. ...(Interruptions)... You have had your say.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): It is the issue of the House or the
Parliamentary Affairs Minister, not a Member of the Congress Party.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: What do you wish to say?

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): There is factual incorrectness in what he
said, because of the two Members who resigned one Member had given a dissent

note on the crucial draft report. That changes the whole ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: We are not going into all that. ...(Interruptions)... Let me
respond to the point raised by the hon. Leader of the Opposition. He had written
to me. | received the letter last night. | shall be replying to it. Thank you.
Question No.281. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, | have given a notice for suspension of
Question Hour, because the Government admitted before the Supreme Court
yesterday that a large number of files are missing. The Supreme Court came down
heavily on the Government. It went on to the extent of saying "Is there a bid to
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destroy coal papers?" This is what the Supreme Court asked the Government. That
being the case, nothing is more important than discussing that issue. Earlier also,
they tried to avoid discussion in the House. We would like the Prime Minister to
come to the House and discuss this very important issue, and then only we can
proceed further. Otherwise, we will be failing in our responsibility.

...(Interruptions)... There was an incomplete discussion ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: \enkaiahji, ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, | request you to please give us an
opportunity. ...(Interruptions)... There was an incomplete discussion.
...(Interruptions)... The Prime Minister was supposed to come to the House.

...(Interruptions)...

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING
(SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA): Sir, we never avoided the discussion. ...(Interruptions)...
Sir, we never avoided the discussion. ...(Interruptions)... In fact, the Prime Minister

was sitting here for one hour. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: So what? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Shri Shriprakash Jaiswal came twice and made
statement. ...(Interruptions)... The Prime Minister was also here. ...(Interruptions)...

We never avoided discussion on it. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Shri Shriprakash Jaiswal is also being

criticised. ...(Interruptions)...

AR “Ooploted’0 U>0e00r oplnd (160 00): A, o, it VB OVG00E<. ..(od0HRD)..
MR. CHAIRMAN: One minute. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD (Bihar): Sir, we only want the hon. Prime
Minister to clarify the entire position because he ...(Interruptions)... the Coal
Minister. Kindly appreciate ...(Interruptions)... The hon. Supreme Court has also
asked why FIR has not been instituted. They have not filed the FIR till now about

missing documents. ...(Interruptions)... Destruction of evidence ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: This is not the order of the court.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Just one minute please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: This is not the order of the court. It may be an
observation. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Sir, we are grateful that the hon. Prime Minister spent
some minutes in the House that day. The House could not proceed. But that does
not mean that the issue has been abandoned. The Prime Minister can always be
requested to come back and answer the queries which are in the mind of the
Opposition. Is the hon. Minister intending to bring him back or not?

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: | am only responding to what Venkaiah Naiduji said
that we are avoiding the discussion.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: There's an incomplete discussion. Will you complete
that or not on coal files?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Arunji, yesterday you made a request and the Prime
Minister responded. He is coming to make a statement on the subject that you
raised yesterday. Let us proceed from here. We have got the agenda

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Is the Prime Minister going to respond on
missing coal files also?

MR. CHAIRMAN: | can't give that assurance.
SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Let the Government respond to it.
MR. CHAIRMAN: That is not the issue.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: We will wait for the Government's response.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: The silence on whether the Prime Minister will come
again on coal files is very disturbing.

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: | will consult the Prime Minister. How can |
...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Please consult him and let us know. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)... Can we now proceed with the
Question Hour?

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Yes, Sir.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
[The Questioner (Dr. T. Subbarami Reddy) was absent]
Schemes for promotion of FPIs in Andhra Pradesh

*281.DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@ the details of schemes being implemented by Government in Andhra
Pradesh for promotion of Food Processing Industry (FPI) during each of the last
three years and the current year, scheme-wise; and

(b) the details of funds allocated and utilized by the State during the said
period?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table
of the House.

Statement

(@ The Ministry of Food Processing Industries is implementing the
following schemes to strengthen the food processing industries in the country
including Andhra Pradesh:

1 Scheme for Infrastructure Development for Food Processing which
includes:-

a. Scheme of Mega Food Parks to facilitate establishment of an
integrated value chain, with processing at the core and
supported by requisite forward and backward linkages.

b. Scheme of Integrated Cold Chain, Value Addition and
Preservation of Infrastructure to encourage setting up of cold
chain facilities and backward linkages in the country and to
create supply chain management.
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c. Scheme of Setting up/ Modernization of Abattoirs to provide

for induction of better technology and modern processing

facilities for meat and meat products in the country.

A Centrally Sponsored Scheme namely National Mission on Food
Processing (NMFP) has been launched during 12th Plan to be

implemented through State/UT Governments. Financial assistance for

States/UTs is being provided to implement the following schemes
under the NMFP:-

(i) Scheme for Technology Up-gradation/Establishment/

Modernization of Food Processing Industries

(i) Scheme for Cold Chain, Value Addition and Preservation
Infrastructure for Non Horticultural Products

(i) Scheme for Setting up/Modernization/Expansion of Abattoirs
(to be implemented we.f. 2014-17)

(iv) Scheme for Human Resource Development (HRD)

(@)

(b)
©
(d)

Creation of Infrastructure Facilities for running Degree/
Diploma/ Certificate Courses in Food Processing
Technology

Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP)
Food Processing Training Centre (FPTC)

Training at recognised Institutes and sensitization cum
awareness programme

(v) Scheme for Promotional Activities

(@)
(b)
©
(d)

Organizing Seminar/Workshops
Conducting Studies/Surveys
Support to Exhibitions/Fairs

Advertisement and Publicity

(vi) Scheme for Creating Primary Processing Centres/Collection

Centres in Rural Areas
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(vii) Modernization of Meat Shops
(viii) Reefer Vans
(i¥) Old Food Parks

3. Scheme of Technology Up-gradation/Establishment/Modernization of
Food Processing Industries to meet the spillover liability of the
proposals received in Eleventh Plan.

4. Scheme for Quality Assurance, Codex Standard, R&D and Other
Promotional Activities for creating quality testing and R&D
infrastructure for food processing industries and to undertake
promotional activities.

5 Scheme for Human Resource Development for creating
I Food Processing Training Centre (FPTC)

Il. Infrastructure for running degree/ diploma courses in food processing in
universities

lll.  Entrepreneurship Development Programmes (EDPS)

This scheme is being continued to meet the spillover liability of the Eleventh
Plan.

(b) The details of the funds released under various schemes of the Ministry
for projects in Andhra Pradesh during the last three years and the current year are
given in Statement-I
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member is not present. ...(Interruptions)...

This is not your question. Questioner is not present. Let the reply be given.

100 3£, elf<. Let the answer be given. You wish to raise the supplementary.
Okay.

SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO: Sir, the hon. Minister, in his reply to the
Starred Question No0.30 dated 6th August, 2013 in the Lok Sabha on the same
subject, has stated that with a view to give further thrust to the food processing
industries sector, the Government has launched a National Mission on Food
Processing on 1.4.2012 with active participation of the States and the Union
Territories. Keeping this in view, | would like to know from the hon. Minister what
the total fund allocated to Andhra Pradesh under the scheme is. Please state the
names of the districts of Andhra Pradesh where this scheme was implemented and
so far, what achievements have been made in Andhra Pradesh.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Stanley, the question is on Andhra Pradesh. So, your
supplementary has to be on this subject.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, in the latest release on the website of
the Ministry, a list of 42 finally approved cold -chain proposals has been given.
Out of 42, 13 relate to Maharashtra and two to Andhra Pradesh, and other States
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like Himachal Pradesh have three. Sir, through you, 1 would like to know from the
hon. Minister as to how many proposals have been received from Tamil Nadu and
why they have not been approved.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | am afraid that this is not the supplementary to this
question. You can raise a separate question.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, so many times, when the question
relates to a particular State, we have asked supplementaries.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, this question is very specifically in respect of Andhra
Pradesh.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, so many times you have allowed this.

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is a very specific question. Read the question please
and ask supplementary relating to that.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, | have read the question. It is for cold-
chains. It has been answered. | am raising a question for cold-chains in Tamil
Nadu.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You raise a question in respect of Tamil Nadu. I am sure
the Government will be happy to answer it. Now, Shri Venkaiah Naidu.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, it is an important question. |1 am afraid, the

Minister's oral reply in the House and the written reply vary. T000 AWE > W0
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SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Just one minute, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You had your chance.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, so many times, when the question
pertains to a particular State, you have allowed others to raise questions relating to
their own States.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please read the question. You are not going to argue with
the Chair.

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, I am not arguing. |1 am just asking for
an explanation. 1 am not arguing.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Stanley, one minute please. Please understand one
thing. ...(Interruptions)... Will you please sit down? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Sir, will the same thing continue in future
also? If the main question is in respect of one State, nobody will be allowed to
raise questions in respect of their own States.

One minute, Sir. Will the same rule continue in future also? ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: It depends. ...(Interruptions)... Will you please sit down?
Please sit down. Please sit down. It depends on the precise wording of a question.
A supplementary question arises out of the main question; and the answer given
to it. You can't go on a fishing expedition all over the country. This is a question
which is very specifically focused on one State of the Union. Any supplementary
on this can be asked. But you cannot ask a supplementary arising out of this
question and answer which does not relate to this State. That is all. Dr.Waghmare.
...(Interruptions)... 1 am sorry. Just one minute, 1 got lost of it.
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processing is a very important thing; and farmers of Andhra Pradesh are losing
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very heavily because of lack of these facilities. That being the case, the scheme
was approved in 2010-11, now we are in 2013, what is the progress made? How
much money has been spent? What is the achievement in terms of fiscal returns?
Will the Minister explain to the House with regard to Andhra Pradesh for various
units sanctioned?
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SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Mr. Chairman, Sir, | would like to give year-wise grants
release. ¢O+l]”/f\TM(E“U ST 0 010 > W0, P> Ofs> ‘9, Modernisation of
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AR <0, %0000 000> 00060 Oikd W00 £10 E? what is the stage of
implementation of sanctioned scheme for the year 2010-11 and 2011-12? That is the
specific question.

AR V000 tob0,: AD,, tAIO e[fARCADB (O GOAVOMD opD A0 000N AbeAw) W0 veledid
al(y..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Dr. Waghmare.

DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Sir, my question is whether there is any
scheme or any policy of the Government to set up food processing industries in
backward regions like Telangana, Marathwada, etc. Telangana is part of Andhra
Pradesh. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: | am aware of that.
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SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, as on today, there are three categories. There is
no special category for backward States. One category is of normal State, where
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the grant is 75 per cent and 25 per cent. Second category is of North East, where
it is 90 per cent and 10 per cent and the third category is of Union Territory,

where it is 100 per cent. Only three categories are there.
Cheating by online marketing companies

*282.SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA: Will the Minister of
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the reasons the Ministry is not considering to frame proper guidelines,
in consultation with State Governments, for rights of consumers who, while buying
goods through online shopping and mobile commerce, get cheated by online
marketing companies and also in view of the fact that presently there are no

proper guidelines in this regard;

(b) whether Central Government would make necessary amendments in the

law in this regard, and if so, the details thereof, and

(c) whether Government has conducted any study at international level in

this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K. V. THOMAS): (a) to (c) A

Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
Statement

(@) to (c) The subject of e-commerce is relatively new which has become
extremely crucial due to global digital integration, wide spread use of internet and
convenience of online business transactions. The United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was held on 11th July, 2013, in which India
participated and gave its strong view point supporting regulation of e-commerce to
protect interests of global consumers.

The problems faced by consumers in e-commerce need to be tackled globally
since in many cases buyers, sellers, manufacturers, website owners, payment
gateways are located in different countries. India is in close touch with
International organizations like UNCTAD, International Consumer Protection and
Enforcement Network (ICPEN) etc. to ensure global cooperation in the matter.
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As regards protection of consumers from being cheated by online marketing
companies within the country, the rights of Indian consumers are protected in
relevant provisions of various Acts such as The Consumer Protection Act, The
Information Technology Act, 2000, The Sales of Goods Act, 1930, The Indian
Contract Act, 1872, The Indian Penal Code, 1860 etc. Consumers are entitled to get
relief in three levels of consumer fora at District, State or National level in case of
cheating in online trade in similar fashion as in normal business transaction.

No international level study has been conducted on the subject. However, to
formulate a comprehensive guideline on the issue, suggestions from other
Ministries such as Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of
Corporate Affairs have been asked.
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PROF. K. THOMAS: Mr. Chairman, Sir, as the hon. Member has pointed out,
the subject of e-commerce is relatively a very new one because there is global
digitalization and online business. Sir, at the international level, so far, no study
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has been conducted. But we had participated in the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development held on 11th July, 2013. Sir, to formulate a comprehensive
guideline, we have sought suggestions from the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry
of Communications and Information Technology, the Ministry of Commerce, the
Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. In between, along
with 'Jago Grahak Jago' scheme, a lot of awareness schemes have been started.
Now in the e-consumer beware schemes, these are the four points which we have
stressed. One, make sure about the physical business address of the online seller,
which may be based outside our jurisdiction. This is one of the major problems
between the seller and the buyer. The seller may be outside the country. That is
why we have given this specification about physical trade. Physical trade, we know
where it is happening. But very often, it is outside the country. Second, save the
contracts. The terms and conditions could be altered online. Third, give your credit
card details on accreditation and secure payment gateways only. Don't get carried
away by unrealistic claims. That is why the 'Jago Grahak Jago' scheme is one of
the items on which we are stressing.
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PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, in sky shopping, which takes place in domestic
markets, we know who the seller is, and it is not an e-commerce. But it there are
any suggestions from the hon. Minister, we will look into it. In the case of
physical trade, we have got strong provisions under the Consumer Protection Act,
and if it is an e-trade, we have provisions under legislations like the Information
Technology Act, the Sale of Goods Act, the Indian Contract Act and the Indian
Penal Code. But when it is e-commerce and trade outside the country, then, we

have to be careful.

SHRI M.P. ACHUTAN: Sir, e-commerce is growing very fast in India. Now it
is estimated that, presently, the total turnover comes to around two billion rupees.
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It will become something like 20 billion rupees within five or six years. So, 1 would
like to know whether the Government is proposing to open up the FDI in
e-commerce and have 100 per cent FDI in e-commerce.

PROF. K. V. THOMAS: Sir, my Ministry does not handle the FDI aspect. We
are only concerned with consumer affairs and consumer protection.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: Sir, humanity is being globally
integrated through the platform of web and internet. And, most of the service
providers are stationed in the United States of America. It is learnt that nations
like China and Australia have taken enough care to protect e-mail users and ensure
security of e-commerce and e-business. Even, at the level of defence utilization,
there is safety for intranet, and the availability of spectrum is making it possible.
I would like to know, through you, Sir, whether the Government is thinking of
having a broad-based Task Force involving Ministries of Consumer Affairs,
Corporate Affairs, Commerce, Finance and Home Affairs so that we can evolve a
comprehensive guideline and protect the status of e-commerce, e-business and

e-mail users.

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, | have already answered that the Government is
trying to formulate a very comprehensive guideline, and we have sought
suggestions from various Ministries like Finance, Information and Communication
Technology, Commerce, Home Affairs and Corporate Affairs. We are also in touch
with the United Nations Conference on "Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and
with another international organization called the International Consumer Protection
and Enforcement Network (ICPEN).
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PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, e-commerce and misleading advertisement are two
different subjects. This is not connected with e-commerce. If you kindly allow me,
Sir, to check misleading advertisements, a committee had been constituted.
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Intermediate reports have come in, and our Department is studying them. Now, we
are in touch with other Departments. For example, if it is an advertisesment coming
in a channel or in a printed media, we as a Consumer Affairs Ministry cannot take
action. We refer it to the 1&B Ministry. There are some organisations which are
also looking into it. So, Sir, this is an inter-Ministerial issue. Suppose there is a
health issue. We cannot take action. We pass it on to the Health Ministry. But if
anything is concerned with the consumer, when the consumer is cheated, then, our

Consumer Protection Court will take care of it.
SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Everybody is a consumer. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: The Chair can direct him that everybody is a

consumer. What are the steps being taken? That is all.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is quite obvious that this is a new area in which
consumers are groping and Governments are groping. So, let the work that is

underway be completed, and 1 am sure the Minister has taken note of it.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sometime limit has to be given, otherwise, this
sort of advertisements that are coming in the TV and great actors and actresses,
former actors and even politicians also are coming and prescribing something and

it is not happening. People are being misled.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | am sure the sentiments expressed in the supplementaries

have been noted by the Minister.

PROF. K.V. THOMAS: Sir, I have noted all the sentiments expressed. That is

why we constituted a Committee....

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Sir, this is an age of internet. ...(Interruptions)... They

should consult and talk.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Goyal. ...(Interruptions)... Please,

...(Interruptions)... This is not a discussion.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: We very humbly suggest, Sir, that hon. the
Chairman should take note of this issue, the sentiments of the people, and kindly

impress upon the Government to come with suitable guidelines.



Oral Answers [30 August, 2013] to Questions 21

MR. CHAIRMAN: It has been noted by the Minister.
SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: That will carry some weight.
Pendency of court cases

*283.DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be

pleased to state:

(@ the present number of cases pending in courts across the country vis-a-

vis the number of judges/judicial officers;

(b) whether, as per a recent study of National Court Management System

(NCMS), the number of pending cases in courts is likely to go upto 15 crore; and

(c) if so, the steps taken by Government for judicial reforms and also to

improve the judge/population ratio?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) A
Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(@ The 'Policy and Action Plan' document formulated under the National
Court Management Systems (NCMS) has estimated that there are over three (3)
crore cases pending in courts across the country vis-a-vis sanctioned strength of
18,871 judicial officers/judges as on 31-12-2011. It has also estimated that with
increase in literacy, per capita income and population, the number of new cases
filed each year may go upto fifteen (15) crore per annum over the next three
decades. NCMS is responsible for preparing policy guidelines for developing a
National Framework of Court Excellence (NFCE) to set measurable performance
standards for Indian courts to address issues of quality, responsiveness and
timeliness to facilitate delivery of justice. Supreme Court of India vide its order
dated 01-02-2012 in the case of Imtiyaz Ahmed versus State of Uttar Pradesh &
Others has, inter-alia, asked the Law Commission to evolve a scientific assessment

for creation of additional courts.

(b) In order to assist the judiciary, the Government has set up a National
Mission for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms to achieve the twin goals of
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(i) increasing access to justice by reducing delays and arrears; and (ii) enhancing
accountability through structural changes and by setting performance standards
and improving capacities. The Mission has adopted a coordinated approach for
phased liquidation of arrears and pendency in judicial administration by providing
support for better court infrastructure including computerisation, encouraging
increase in the strength of subordinate judiciary and recommending policy and
legislative measures in the areas prone to excessive litigation and suggesting re-
engineering of court procedures for quick disposal of cases.

() In the conference of Chief Ministers and Chief Justices of High Courts
held in New Delhi on 07" April, 2013, it was inter-alia decided that the State
Governments, in consultation with the Chief Justice of the concerned High Court,
will take requisite steps for creation of new posts of Judicial Officers at all levels
with support staff and requisite infrastructure.

DR. CHANDAN MITRA: My first supplementary arises out of the Minister's
alarming as well as evasive reply. | say alarming because he has admitted that in
three decades the number of court cases in the country will reach a whopping 15
crore. So, from the present three crores, there will be a five times increase in the
number of cases in thirty years from now. On the other hand, he says that the
NCMS has been asked to prepare policy guidelines for National Framework of Court
Excellence, and so on and so forth. But there is no reference to the time frame
within which any of these new measures are going to be recommended, leave
alone implementing it. Sir, through you, | would like to draw the Minister's
attention to a statement made by the previous Minister for Law on the floor of
Parliament in which he said that several steps are being taken to deal with this
challenge, including expediting the appointment of judges, establishment of e-courts,
computerisation of court records, fast track courts and other administrative
mechanisms. All your statements have intent, but we have not seen in the
Minister's reply any concrete steps, assurances or a time-frame as to when these
measures would be taken.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, first of all, I would like to state on record that the
statement made here is candid and truthful, and not evasive. The fact of the
matter is that we, when questions are asked, must state to distinguished Members
of the House what the truth is, and the truth is that the pendency in courts is
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about three crores and it is going to rise, as the distinguished Member has rightly
said, in the coming years to 15 crores. The three crore cases that are pending
today are dealt with by about 16,000 courts in India and the requirement to deal
with 15 crore cases, which is going to happen, we will need Rs. 75,000 crores.
Now that requires financial planning, that requires infrastructure planning. It
requires the States to collaborate with the Central Government, as you know that
administration of justice is a State subject. It is not a Central Government subject.
In fact, there was a Chief Justices’ Conference on the 7" of April, 2013 in which
certain Resolutions were passed and certain decisions were taken.

And, one of the decisions taken is to increase the ratio, in the next five
years, to 30. Today, population-courts ratio is: For every one million population the
number of courts that are sanctioned is 15. In any developed country, it is not
less than 50. And, in some countries, it is about 100. So, the Chief Justices'
Conference took a decision that this ratio of 15 will be increased to 30 in the next
five years. Then, the question arose as to where the finances are going to come
from, because in order to increase the ratio to 30, we need infrastructure
investment.

As far as the Government of India is concerned, we have told the Judiciary
that we are happy to contribute to the infrastructure investment. But, as far as
salaries and recurring expenditure is concerned, those have to be borne by the
State Governments. Now, the State Governments say that they do not have the
finances to bear salaries and recurring expenditure. So, they have been advised to
write letters to the Finance Commission. Hopefully, the Finance Commission will set
apart a sum of money in order to take care of recurring expenditure of increased
courts. So, it is not that we have not taken steps. It is not that the reply is
evasive. In fact, we are thinking about it. We have given a roadmap for future.
And, we hope that the States will collaborate with us — Central Government —to
deal with the problem and take solutions forward.

DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Sir, 1 would not like to comment on this reply,
because there is a tendency to blame the States whereas the principal
responsibility is that of the Centre.

But, be that as it may, my second supplementary is that the hon. Minister is
very well aware that the Government is the biggest litigant in the country. Being
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the biggest litigant in the country, Sir, 1 would like to know, through you, from
the hon. Minister how many Government-related cases in which the Government
has either filed cases or is defending itself are going on at present. And, whether
any steps are contemplated to reduce the number of cases in which the
Government is a litigant, because that will only contribute to the total number of
cases. And, out of 15 crore, | would not be surprised if, at least, 1/3" are
Government-related cases which end up only in fattening the pockets of lawyers
and does not help the Government.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, we are very happy that some of the distinguished
Members in this House are benefited through those transactions. But, be that as it
may...

SOME HON. MEMBERS: You are also one of them.
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: 1 have lost out on that, as you know. But, you do.
SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Soon the time may come, hon. Minister.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Hopefully, from your point of view. And, hopefully, from
my point of view, you will continue to prosper.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: From April, you will ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fair enough. Let us get back. Can the question be

answered?
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: May | answer the question?

Sir, constitutionally speaking, the primary responsibility of administration of
justice is not that of the Central Government, but of the State Government. Having
said that, the distinguished Member is absolutely right that the Government is
involved in a lot of litigation as it is bound to be. When individuals go into
litigation, the target is always the Government, because unless the Government
does not take wrong decision, people will not go to court. So, the maximum
litigant is the Government. But, let me give you figures which will surprise you.
Sir, of the 3 crore cases that are pending, you will be surprised to hear that there
are about 18 per cent of those 3 crore cases relate only to negotiable instrument

cases i.e., bouncing of cheques. Now, | think, we can have a very quick solution
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to this. And the Government is, in fact, contemplating special procedures to deal
with these matters. That is number one.

Another 10 per cent of cases are with respect to motor vehicle claims. Now,
this also can be easily dealt with. If we bring in IT and find technology solutions,
instead people going to court and litigate in court, they would not have to go to
court. So, that is another 10 per cent.

Another 5-7 per cent of cases relate to Electricity Act, such as people are
over-billed, over-charged, etc. They go to court and they are harassed in courts.
So, almost 30-35 per cent cases are cases which can be easily dealt with efficient
procedures In which IT plays a large part. |1 have already taken a note of this and
I am going to move forward to ensure that litigants are not harassed. Having said
that, that still leaves about 65,000 cases, and we have noticed that if we increase
the number of judges and bring them to the sanctioned strength, and increase the
strength of district and trial courts, we would be able to deal with the arrears in
the next five to ten years. And | am sure that our Government, after 2014 too,
would take steps to do that.

SHRIMATI RAJANI PATIL: Sir, while we welcome sections 498A and 304B
which are meant for women, it has been observed that due to this section so
many families remain on trial for a long time, with elderly people being put in jails.
That is what we have observed. Of course, this law has been made to support the
women folk in India, but, Sir, the judicial process is so lengthy that many elderly
people who suffer from diabetes and other diseases, are harassed in jails. So, what
measures does the Government plan to take for improving upon sections 498A and
304B. Is the Government doing something in this regard? That is my particular

question.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, | just want to mention, through you,
to the distinguished Member that Governments are not involved in the way in
which courts function. Courts have their own procedures, their own levels of
efficiency, and we cannot, as distinguished Members of this House would know,
direct the court to do A, B, C. But this is a concern that the courts are aware of.
I am sure that courts will introspect on this Issue and ensure that the kind of

delays that take place in courts, do not happen; they appoint efficient judges;
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judges decide on the basis of a time-frame; all that should be done by the court.

We will certainly take this up with the court as well.
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SHRI H. K. DUA: Sir, the figure of three crore pending cases is a very heavy
figure. That also means that it is not just cases, three crore families are affected.
Three crore families have been waiting for justice for years. Three crore families are

waiting for justice; they are not just cases.

Now, one of the reasons for the cases piling up is that too many
adjournments are being sought by lawyers and too many adjournments are being
granted by magistrates and judges. Can't procedures be improved so that written
arguments could be given? With adjournment after adjournment after adjournment,
the turn coming in the next year or the year after that and so on, people have to
go on waiting for justice. Can't those procedures be improved by courts? The Law
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Minister can sit with them; they can sit together and work out the procedure so
that litigants get the relief.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Mr. Chairman, Sir, through you, 1 would like to inform
the distinguished Member that it is not as if courts and Governments have not
applied their minds to a very vexed issue that he has raised. If you go to any
court in this country, especially in the trial court, you will find that, on an
average, there are more than a hundred cases that are listed. Now, how do you
expect the trial judge to decide a hundred cases on that day? It is just not
possible. Apart from those hundred cases, there are aiso trial cases that are listed
in the afternoon. Therefore, there are miscellaneous cases, there are trial cases and
there are final hearing cases. You cannot expect a judge. | think, we are being very
harsh on ine judiciary when we expect them to decide these cases instantly. That is
one problem. This can only be resolved by expanding the judicial system and
having more judges. That is number one.

Number two, there is also the issue of the litigant. A litigant has trust in a
particular lawyer. Now, when he has trust in a particular lawyer, normally that
lawyer is a busy lawyer because the more efficient the lawyer is the more people
will have trust in him. Now, he also has about 30-40 cases. If the judge tells the
litigant that he will not grant him an adjournment, who ultimately is harmed? The
litigant. So, the judge also does not want to harm the litigant, and the litigant also
wants his lawyer to appear. So, the litigant says to the lawyer, "I don't mind the
adjournment because | want you to argue my case". So, that is the other issue.
So, this is not an easy issue. It is a very complex issue. Governments, from time
to time, have tried to grapple with it. The solution to this is that the judge-
population ratio should slowly be increased to 100 judges per every million
population, and that requires enormous investment in the judicial infrastructure, and
in appointing new judges, and | think...

SHRI SITARAM YECHURY: What is the ratio now?

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: The ratio is, at the moment, on the sanctioned strength,
only 15; but on the actual strength, just above 13. We intend, in the next five
years, to increase it to 30, and we hope that in the next 10-15 years, this will be
increased to over 50. Once we have that, then, this problem will, to some extent,
be resolved. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Question No. 284. ...(Interruptions)... T01 45 elif<
(..

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: Sir, we are not getting proper treatment.
Members are being allowed to put questions without your permission.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, please, please. ...(Interruptions)... No, no. One
minute, please. ...(Interruptions)... Let me clarify the position. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: In this Session, | have raised my hand just
once, and | have not been allowed to put the question whereas other Members
have been allowed. ...(Interruptions)... This is not ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: Even Members are allowed to put questions
to the Ministers, without raising hands, without taking permission from the Chair,
how ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Will you please sit down? None of this is going on
record. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let me make one thing very clear. ...(Interruptions)... 107
28 eflitc .. (p00H0G0)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: It is not your question; number one. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: Will you please sit down? What you are saying is not
going on record. ...(Interruptions)... One minute, please. All right, this is enough.
...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Will you please sit down? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: *

*Not recorded.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. Member is going beyond all limits.
...(Interruptions)... May | please clarify one thing? ...(Interruptions)... May | please
clarify one thing? Questions are balloted. The right to ask questions and ask
supplementaries belongs first and foremost to the Member in whose name the
question is. Thereafter, for further supplementaries, the rule in the House is two
supplementaries, but this Chair has extended it to three supplementaries. Questions
have to be rotated around the House. Now, you cannot demand a supplementary

as a matter of right.
SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: | am not demanding, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No; I am not arguing with you. ...(Interruptions)... I am
not arguing with you. Will you please sit down? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are interrupting the proceedings. ...(Interruptions)...
Will you please sit down? ...(Interruptions)... Listen; please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Tyagi, please

...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: One minute. ...(Interruptions)... Ravi Shankarji.
...(Interruptions)... One minute. ...(Interruptions).. 1 will from the Chair make an offer
to the entire House that if anybody can produce a computer programme by which

*Not recorded.
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in 245 Members three supplementaries can be selected which would take care of all
the parties around the House, all the front benchers, back benchers, middle
benchers, let such a programme be produced, | will be very happy to introduce it.
Thank you. ...(Interruptions)... Tyagiji, please. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Sit down, Mr. Ravi Shankar. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: | think it is in the interest of hon. Member's health not to
get too excited. ...(Interruptions)...

Ban on monocrotophos pesticides

*284.SHRI K.C. TYAGI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that monocrotophos pesticide has been described as
of high acute toxicity by Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and World
Health Organisation (WHO);

(b) whether this pesticide is still in use in the country while it has been
banned in several countries, and if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the reasons for not banning this pesticide in the country?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (c) A
Statement is laid on the Table of the House.
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Statement

(a) to (c) Yes, Sir. Monocrotophos is registered for use in the country.
Keeping in view the hazardous nature of this pesticide and the need to ensure
safety to human, animal and environmental health. Government has reviewed the
use of monocrotophos from time to time. Dr. Bami Committee (1993) reviewed the
use of monocrotophos and recommended its continued use. Dr. K.V. Raman
Committee (1995) reviewed the use of monocrotophos and recommended restrictions
on its use on vegetables. Dr. C. D. Mayee Committee (2005) reviewed the use of
monocrotophos and recommended its complete ban on vegetables. The use of
monocrotophos has accordingly been banned on vegetables. However, its use on
crops like cotton, paddy, maize, pulses, sugarcane, coconut, coffee, etc is still
allowed keeping in view the bio-efficacy and cost effectiveness. The use of
monocrotophos as per the directions for use, dose, dilution, waiting period, safety,
etc. prescribed on the labels and leaflets of the pesticide containers as approved
by the Registration Committee under the provisions of the Insecticides Act is not

expected to cause adverse effect on human, animal and environmental health.
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£ i the United Nations has asked India to ban the monocrotophos pesticide the

presence of which in the mid-day meal led to the death of 23 school children in
Bihar. This is one. Secondly, the UNFAO, the Food and Agriculture Organisation
has conveyed to the Indian Government that India bans the sale and use of
monocrotophos which very often poses a serious risk to human health and the
environment. The WHO in 2007 stated that about 76 people die each year in India
from pesticide poisoning.
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urges the developing nations to cut down on pesticide use. This is one. Two,

...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Food and Agriculture
Organisation and the World Health Organisation have communicated to our country
that monocrotophos is one of the pesticides which has to be taken with all
precautions. It is hazardous and respective Governments should take a view on it.
There are some countries which has totally banned this particular pesticide. We
always get complaints about certain pesticides that the Government should take a
view about that. But the Government does not take a decision at its level. We
always try to appoint a committee of the experts and take then take a view. About
this particular pesticide, as | replied, in 1993, a Committee was appointed under the
chairmanship of Dr. Bami, one of the experts. He reviewed it and recommended to
continue it. Second Committee was appointed, under Dr. K.V. Raman, in 1995. That
Committee recommended that we could use it with some restrictions. In 2005,
another Committee was appointed under the Chairmanship of Dr. Mayee, former
Agriculture Commissioner and former Chairman of Scientific Officers’ Selection
Committee. Dr.Mayee's recommendation was that this should completely be banned
for vegetables. So, that decision has already been taken. As on today, another
Committee has been appointed, under the chairmanship of Dr. Kanungo. We are
waiting for its report. After that, we will take a final view. There are many
pesticides where these types of demands are there. But, on the other side, the

farming community is insisting that it should continue.
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A OoAR. Vuooid: £0.0 e ikl £ +0i The Pesticides Act must again be
amended. Secondly, it is totally wrong to say that the Pesticides Act is not
expected to cause adverse effect on human, animal and environmental health. uf]ﬁE
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SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Sir, the proposed Pesticides Act is before the
House. And, we are waiting that we will get opportunity to take a final view. As
per the recommendations of Dr. Mayee Committee, it is totally banned for
vegetables. But this particular pesticide is very useful for other crops, like cotton,
paddy, maize, bengal gram, sugarcane. That's why we have allowed it for these
crops, but not for vegetables.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is owver.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS
Broadband connectivity of Panchayats

1*285. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government proposes to connect all panchayats of the country
with broadband internet and other communication services;

(b) if so, the number of panchayats connected with broadband internet and
other communication services till March, 2013 and the number of panchayats to be
provided with this facility till December, 2013; and

(c) the target fixed for connecting all panchayats with broadband and other
communication services?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) Yes Sir, Government has approved
National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) which plans to connect all Gram
Panchayats in the country through optical fibre cable (OFC) utilizing existing fiber
of Public Sector Undertakings(PSUs) viz. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL),
RailTel and Power Grid Corporation of India Limited(PGCIL) and laying incremental
fiber wherever necessary to bridge the connectivity gap between Gram Panchayats
and Blocks. Dark fibre network thus created will ensure a bandwidth of at least 100
Mbps at each Gram Panchayat. Non-discriminatory access to the network will be
provided to all categories of service providers. The project will be funded by
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) at an initial estimated cost of Rs.20,000
Crore.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) 59 Gram Panchayats were connected under the pilot project of National
Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) till 31st March 2013. Around 5,000 Gram Panchayats
are likely to be connected with optical fibre connectivity by 31st December, 2013.
As per information provided by BSNL, broadband coverage has been provided to
1,57,733 Gram Panchayats by it out of its resources upto 31st March, 2013. State /
Union Territory-wise details are given in Statement (See below).

(€) Under NOFN, all Gram Panchayats are expected to be provided with
optical fibre cable in a span of two years. This will enable various service
providers(Telecom Service Providers and Internet Service Providers) to launch
various broadband internet and communication services, once the OFC infrastructure
is in place.

Statement

Status of Broadband Coverage of Village Panchayats Upto 31-03-2013

SI. No. State /UTs Cumulative
Achievement

1 2 3

1 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 56
2 Andhra Pradesh 15380
3 Assam 2999
4 Bihar 7032
5 Chhattisgarh 2158
6 Gujarat (including Dadra Nagar Haveli & Daman Diu) 7599
7 Haryana 5651
8 Himachal Pradesh 2810
9 Jammu and Kashmir 2885
10 Jharkhand 4471
1 Karnataka 4020

12 Kerala 997
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1 2 3
13 Lakshadweep 5
14 Madhya Pradesh 4199
15 Maharashtra (including Goa) 10318
16 Tripura 1649
17 Mizoram**
18 Meghalaya**
19 Arunachal Pradesh 1710
20 Manipur
21 Nagaland**
2 Orissa 3694
23 Punjab 11170
24 Chandigarh 16
25 Rajasthan 2946
26 Tamil Nadu 9755
27 Pundicherry 9%
28 Uttar Pradesh 49914
29 Uttarakhand 2966
30 West Bengal 3169
31 Sikkim 66
TotAL 157733

Optical fibre network in gram panchayats of Andhra Pradesh

*286.SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:
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(@ the number of gram panchayats in Andhra Pradesh, district-wise;

(b) whether it is a fact that many grain panchayats in the State are not
connected with optical fibre network;

(c) if so, the reasons for delay in this regard; and

(d) the plans his Ministry has formulated for the Twelfth Plan with regard
to connecting all gram panchayats of Andhra Pradesh with optical fibre network?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) As per the information available on
website of Ministry of Panchayati Raj, there are 21,640 village panchayats in
Andhra Pradesh. The district-wise detail is given in Statement (See below).

(b) to (d) Yes Sir, Presently, telecom service providers connect Gram
Panchayats with optical fibre network based on their operational requirements. As
per details provided by Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL), 15,380 Gram
Panchayats have provided broadband connectivity by BSNL out of its own
resources.

Government has approved National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) project
which plans to connect all Gram Panchayats in the country through optical fibre
utilizing existing fibers of Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) viz. Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited(BSNL), RailTel and Power Grid Corporation of India Limited(PGCIL)
and laying incremental fiber wherever necessary to bridge the connectivity gap
between Gram Panchayats and Blocks. Dark fiber network thus created will be lit
by appropriate technology to ensure a bandwidth of at least 100 Mbps at each
Gram Panchayat.

The project is being executed by a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) namely
Bharat Broadband Network Limited (BBNL). Survey work for connecting all Gram
Panchayats in Andhra Pradesh has been entrusted by BBNL to PGCIL (Power Grid
Corporation of India Limited). PGCIL has informed that they have surveyed over
80% of the Gram Panchayats in the State. The survey report/data is being
scrutinized and validated by BBNL and sanction is likely to be accorded for the
same in the next 3 months.

The process for procurement of components for implementation of NOFN is
currently underway. All Gram Panchayats in the country including 21,640 Gram
Panchayats in Andhra Pradesh are proposed to be connected with Optical Fibre
Cable Network in a span of two years.
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Statement

District-wise detail of Gram Panchayats in Andhra Pradesh

S. No. Name of District Number of Gram Panchayats
in the District

1 2 3

1 Adilabad 866
2 Anantapur 1003
3 Chittoor 1366
4, East Godavari 980
5 Guntur 1011
6. Karimnagar 1207
7. Khammam 758
8. Jerishna 970
9 Kurnool 890
10. Mahbubnagar 1329
11. Medak 1086
12. Nalgonda 1169
13. Nizamabad 718
14. Prakasam 1028
15. Rangareddi 690
16. Spsr Nellore 939
17. Srikakulam 1099
18. Visakhapatanam 929

19. Vizianagaram 21
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1 2 3
20. Warangal 1006
21, West Godavari 834
22. YSR 791
TotaL 21,640

Source: Website of Department of Panchayati Raj
Internal assessment regarding investment in railways

t*287. SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@ whether as per the internal assessment, the investment in Railways
during the first two years of the Twelfth Plan is likely to be approximately half of
the last investment target resulting into less investment, less capacity building and
under procurement of wagons etc.;

(b) if so, details thereof along with reasons therefor;

(c) whether resources for laying new railway lines during this period are
turning out to be very inadequate;

(d) if so, details thereof along with reasons therefor; and

(e) the details of remedial measures taken/proposed to be taken for
improving fiscal condition of Railways for better allocation /implementation of
projects?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARIJUN KHARGE): (a) and (b)
In the first two years of the 12th Plan, the plan expenditure of Rs. 52,265 crore in
2012-13(Revised Estimate) and Rs.63,363 crore in 2013-14 (Budget Estimate) is lesser
than the proportionate outlay required to achieve the approved plan size of
Rs.5,19,221 crore. The reasons for shortfall are on account of lower Gross
Budgetary Support (GBS), inadequate generation of internal resources as well as
lesser than expected Extra Budgetary Resources (EBR).

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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The targets of 951 kms of new line, 1405 kms of doubling, 980 kms of gauge
conversion in the first two years of the Plan are lesser than the proportionate
targets. Lower outlays have also affected other plan expenditure. The procurement
of 32,894 wagons planned in the first two years of the Plan is lesser than the
proportionate target. However, wagon procurement is based on traffic demand
assessed on a year-to-year basis.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. During the 12th Plan period, an outlay of Rs.35,000 crore
for New Line projects was approved. However, during the first two years of the
12th Plan, for new lines Rs 12,157 crore (including Rs 3000 crore for land
acquisition for Dedicated Freight Corridor) have been provided. Outlay for new
lines in 2013-14 is 4% of the throw forward. Funds for new lines are provided as
per availability of resources.

As Indian Railways has a large shelf of already sanctioned projects and
resources are limited, the projects have been prioritized for execution based on
operational needs. Railways are also pursuing with the Government to enhance the
GBS to achieve the approved level of 12th Plan. Ministry of Railways has also
asked for provision of funds for National Projects as an additionality over and
above the present budgetary support. Further, several measures have been taken to
improve fiscal health and increase resource mobilization which include
rationalisation of fare and freight structure, introduction of Fuel Adjustment
Component(FAC) linked revision of freight and passenger rates to compensate for
the fuel cost increase, expenditure control, procurement of rolling stock through
leasing etc. Projects are also being undertaken under Public Private Partnership,
based on the new policy on participative models notified in December 2012.

Flyover bridge at Jajpur-Keonjhar road

*288. SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether Government of Odisha has given a proposal for constructing a
railway flyover bridge at Jajpur-Keonjhar Road;

(b) if so, the total estimate of the bridge; and
(c) whether it is included in the Railway Budget of 2013?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a) No
proposal has been received from Government of Odisha for constructing a Railway
flyover bridge at Jajpur-Keonjhar Road.
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(b) and (c) Do not arise.
Food Banking Network

*289.SHRI VIUAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether any Food Banking Network has been started recently;

(b) if so, whether it is a Government initiative or some NGO has organized
this social endeavour;

(c) whether any targets were fixed for distribution of food items to the
needy and poorer sections of the society;

(d) if so, whether these targets were achieved; and

(e) whether Resident Welfare Associations (RWAs) or bodies like FICCI, CllI,
etc. are also lending their helping hand to make the scheme successful?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) No such
scheme named "Food Banking Network™ is operated by the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.

(c) and (d) Government has been providing food grains at highly subsidized
prices to the targeted population through State Governments/Union Territory
Administrations under the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) and Other
Welfare Schemes (OWS) such as Mid-Day Meal Scheme, Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) Scheme, Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for Empowerment of
Adolescent Girls, Annapurna, Emergency Feeding Programme, etc. During 2013-14, a
quantity of 499.39 lakh tons of food grains have been allocated to States/UTs
under TPDS. In addition, 42.77 lakh tons of foodgrains have also been allocated to
States/UTs under Other Welfare Schemes so far. Thus during the current year so
far Government has made a total allocation of 542.16 lakh tons of food grains
under TPDS and OWS.

(e) Since there is no scheme by this name, the issue of association
of Resident Welfare Associations (RWAs), FICCI, CIlI with the scheme does not
arise.
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Inclusion of rake points under the fertilizer monitoring system

*290.SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has received any request from State Governments,
including Andhra Pradesh, for inclusion of rake points under the Fertilizer
Monitoring System;

(b) if so, the details and status thereof, State-wise; and

(c) the steps taken/being taken by Government to include rake points under
the Fertilizer Monitoring System?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Government has
received request from some State Governments, including Andhra Pradesh for
inclusion of rake points under the Fertilizer Monitoring System. The details and
status thereof State-wise is given in the Statement (See below).

At present 850 rake points are included in FMS. The inclusion of new rake
points in FMS is a dynamic process. On the request of the State Government, new
rake points are included in FMS subject to Ministry of Railways operating the said
rake point for handling of fertilizers.

Statement

State wise Rake Point details

Sl Name of Sate Total Rake Rake Rake
No. Rake Point Point Point
Point Opened Opened Opened in
as on in FMS in FMS FMS
26.08.2013 during during during
2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Andhra Pradesh 68 9 2
2 Assam 31 1
3 Bihar 51 2
4  Chandigarh 1
5  Chattisgarh 29 3 4

6 Dadra and Nagar Haveli 2
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1 2 3 4 5 6
7 Daman and Diu 3
8 Goa 1 1
9  Guijarat 36 4 1
10 Harayana 32
11 Himachal Pradesh 6
12 Jammu and Kashmir 23 2
13 Jharkhand 13
14 Karnataka 37 2
15 Kerala 18
16 Madhya Pradesh 69 1
17 Maharashtra 87 3 1
18 Mizoram 1
19 Nagaland 1
20 Orissa 28
21 Pondicherry 1
22 Punjab 50 5
23 Rajasthan 65 2 1
24 Tamil Nadu 29 1 3
25 Tripura 3
26  Uttar Pradesh 114
27 Uttaranchal 10 3
28 West Bengal 41
TotAL 850 3H 10 6

Supply of poor quality seeds to farmers

*291. SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has received complaints of supply of fake and poor
quality seeds to farmers;
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(b) if so, the steps Government has taken to address the issue;

(c) whether Government has taken any steps to provide relief to farmers
affected by bad seeds; and

(d) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (d)
Complaints have been received from time to time regarding supply of fake/poor
quality seeds. The State Governments concerned have taken action to issue
warnings, show cause notices and stop sale orders and to prosecute suppliers of
fake/poor quality seeds in accordance with the provisions of the Seeds Act, 1966,
the Seed Rules, 1968 and the Seeds (Control) Order, 1983, etc. Further, District
Level Committees, Consumer Fora, etc. have also awarded compensation to the
affected farmers for failure of seeds.

Doubling of railway lines

*292. SHRI DILIPBHAI PANDYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ whether work relating to doubling of railway lines of Udhan-Jalgaon,
Gandhidham-Kandla Port and Gandhidham-Adipur has been completed;

(b) if not, the reasons therefor; and
(c) by when this work is likely to be completed?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARUN KHARGE): (a) to (c)
Doubling of Gandhidham-Kandla Port (12 km) and Gandhidham-Adipur (8 km)
sections have been completed and commissioned. On doubling of Udhna-Jalgaon
with electrification (306.93 km) project, doubling of \Wara-Ukaisongarh (20 km) and
Amalner-Dharangaon-Chawalkhede (32 km) sections have been completed. Doubling
of Bardoli-Wara (29 km), Chinchpada-Nandurbar (41 km) and Chawalkhede-Girnar (16
km) sections are targeted for completion during 2013-14.

Incentives to private companies to operate in villages

*293.DR. RAM PRAKASH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ the incentives provided/proposed to be provided to private companies to
operate in villages in the field of telecommunication; and
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(b) the extent of success of such initiatives?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) The Universal Service Obligation Fund
(USOF) has been established w.e.f. 01.04.2002 with the objective of providing access
to telecom services to people in the rural and remote areas at affordable and
reasonable prices. Administration of Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) is
governed by Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951 as amended from time to time. The
scope of USOF covers all telecom services including mobile services, broadband
connectivity and creation of infrastructure like Optical Fibre Cable in rural and
remote areas.

Various schemes have been implemented with financial/subsidy support from
USOF. As per Rule 526 of Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Rules-2012, selection of
Universal Service Providers (USPs) for implementing the USOF schemes is made by
a bidding process from amongst the eligible operators i.e. the entities having valid
license or registration or authorization from Central Government for providing
telecom services or infrastructure or any other entities as may be specified in this
regard by the Central Government from time to time. Subsidy in the form of
viability gap funding from USO Fund is disbursed/ granted to bidders selected
through a transparent mechanism as per the terms & conditions of the agreement
signed with USOF. Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has been awarded work
on nomination basis for some schemes.

Out of a sum of Rs. 15814.53 Crore disbursed by USOF from financial year
2002-03 till financial year 2013-14 (upto 31.05.2013), Rs. 1925.92 Crore has been
disbursed to private operators (upto 31.07.2013) and the rest has been provided to
BSNL.

(b) Private companies have participated in various schemes of USOF. Details
of USOF funded schemes wherein Private Operators have been selected for
implementing the USOF scheme through bidding process and achievement made
therein are given in Statement (See below). The implementation of these schemes
has enabled the creation of infrastructure and provision of telecom services to
people in unserved and underserved areas of the country, which is one of the
reason for increase in rural teledensity to 41.60 as on 31.05.2013 from 1.21 as on
01.04.2002. Besides 5,37,204 villages out of 5,93,601 villages have already been
provided with mobile connectivity and village public telephones have been
provided in 5,82,147 out of 5,93,601 villages.
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Development of railway stations

*294. SARDAR SUKHDEV SINGH DHINDSA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state:

(@ whether Railways propose to develop twenty railway stations in
partnership with the Ministry of Tourism;

(b) if so, the status of the proposal; and

(c) whether these stations have since been identified; and if so, the details
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) Indian Railways have planned to improve the passenger amenities
at 24 identified railway stations keeping in view the heritage and tourism value of
the stations / destinations in partnership with Ministry of Tourism. The upgradation
and modernisation is to be done on 50:50 cost sharing basis. The priority of works
for improvement of amenities has been jointly decided by Ministry of Railways and
Ministry of Tourism. The stations identified are Hyderabad and Tirupati in Andhra
Pradesh, Hospet in Karnataka, Agra Cantt, Rae Bareli and Varanasi in Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi Safdarjung in Delhi, Kamakhya and Guwahati in Assam, Haridwar in
Uttrakhand, Kurukshetra in Haryana, Gaya in Bihar, Madurai and Rameshwaram in
Tamil Nadu, Tarapith, Tarakeshwar and New Jalpaiguri in west Bengal,
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala, Amritsar in Punjab, Aurangabad and Nanded in
Maharashtra, Puri in Odisha and Jaipur and Ajmer in Rajasthan. In the first phase,
7 stations (Amritsar, Rae Bareily, Agra, Gaya, Thiruvananthapuram, Jaipur and Ajmer)
have been jointly inspected by the nominated officers from Ministry of Railways
and Ministry of Tourism to identify amenities needed at the stations.

Radiation from mobile towers

*295.DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is aware that cell tower radiation level in the
country is very high compared to the international standards;

(b) whether Government is also aware that because of the high radiation
level, people living near mobile towers are prone to diseases like cancer etc.; and
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(c) if so, the steps taken by the Ministry to control high level of radiation?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) Sir, the norms for radiation limit for the
Radio Frequency Field (Base Station Emissions) in India is 1/10th of the safe limits
prescribed by International Commission on Non lonizing Radiation Protection
(ICNIRP), with effect from 01.09.2012.

(b) World Health Organization (WHO) in its Fact Sheet No. 304, May 2006
on Electromagnetic Fields and Public Health (Base Stations and Wireless
Technologies) has concluded that "considering the very low exposure levels and
research results collected to date, there is no convincing scientific evidence that
the weak RF Signals from base stations and wireless networks caused adverse
health effects. From all evidence accumulated so far, no adverse short or long term
health effects have been shown to occur from the RF Signals produced by Base
Stations. WHO, in its Fact Sheet no. 193 of June 2011, has stated to conduct a
formal risk assessment of all studied health outcomes from radiofrequency fields
exposure by 2013.

(c) As per the directions issued by Department of Telecommunications
(DoT), the telecom service providers are submitting compliance of prescribed
radiation norms by way of submission of self certification to respective Telecom
Enforcement, Resource & Monitoring (TERM) Cell of DoT.

Further, the TERM Cells audit up to 10% of Base Transmitting Station (BTS)
sites randomly. Additionally, the BTS sites against which there are public
complaints are also tested by TERM Cell. If a site fails to meet the Electro
Magnetic Radiation criterion, there is a provision of levy of a penalty of Rs. 5 lakh
per BTS per service provider.

Checks for pesticides in fruits and vegetables

*296. SHRI PANKAJ BORA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that a Central Government panel has recommended
stringent checks for pesticides in fruits and vegetables including imported ones;

(b) if so, details of the members on the panel; and
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() by when the recommendation is expected to be implemented in the
interest of human lives?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) In
pursuance to the directions of the Hon'ble High Court of Delhi, the Central
Government constituted a Committee of technical experts for framing a policy for
periodic check to detect pesticide residues in vegetables and fruits.

(b) Details of the members of the Committee are given in Statement (See
below).

() The Committee has submitted its report to the Hon'ble High. Court ol
Delhi on 28th May, 2013.

Statement
Details of the Members of the Committee

@ Dr. (Mrs.) Sandhya Kulshrestha, Deputy Director General (MSO), Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare.

Chairperson

(i) Dr. (Mrs.) Sarita Bhalla, Specialist Grade-1 (Medical Toxicology) & Joint
Director, Dte. of PPQ & S, Faridabad.

Member

(i) Dr. Dhir Singh, Director (OA & S), Food Safety & Standards Authority of
India.

Member

(iv) Dr. K.KK. Sharma, Principal Scientist & Project Coordinator, All India Network
Project on Pesticide Residues, Indian Agriculture Research Institute, New
Delhi.

Member

(v) Shri S.M. Bhardawaj, Food Analyst, Department of Food Safety, Government
of NCT of Delhi.

Member
(vi) Shri V.K. Rao, Senior Advocate & Amicus Curiae, High Court of Delhi.

Member
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(vii) Dr. (Mrs.) Manjeet Aggarwal, Deputy Director, Analytical Science Division
(Bio), Shriram Institute for Industrial Research, Delhi.

Member
(viii) Shri Vipin Bhatnagar, Joint Director (Chemistry), Dte of PPQ &S, Faridabad.
Member Secretary
Shortage of wheat and rice

1*297. SHRI THAAWAR CHAND GEHLOT: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the details of wastage and rotting of wheat and rice in the country,
during the last three years;

(b) whether even today the arrangement for storage of foodgrains like wheat
and rice etc. is not adequate in the country; and

(c) if so, the action plan being implemented by Government to make
adequate arrangement for the storage of foodgrains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Some quantity of
foodgrains including wheat and rice may get damaged or become non-issuable for
human consumption due to various reasons including storage pest attack, exposure
to moisture or water leakage in the roof etc. Details of wheat and rice in central
pool foodgrains handled by Food Corporation of India (FCI) accrued as damaged /
non-issuable during last three years is as under:

Year Quantity accrued as damaged/non-issuable (in tons)
Wheat Rice
2010-11 1997.00 1908.00
2011-12 2401.61 936.40
2012-13 241723 72821

The State-wise details of damages are given in Statement (See below).

(b) There are adequate arrangements for storage of foodgrains in the central
pool. The storage capacity available with FCI and State agencies for storage of

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Central Pool stocks as on 30.6.2013 is 746.07 lakh tons including 560.44 lakh tons
as covered and 185.63 lakh tons as Cover & Plinth (CAP) storage. The stock
position of foodgrains under Central Pool as on 1.8.2013 is 696.14 lakh tons (wheat
403.78 lakh tons and rice 292.36 lakh tons).

(c) To augment covered storage capacity, Government has formulated Private
Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme. Under this Scheme, storage capacity is
created by private parties, Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC), State
Warehousing Corporations (SWCs) and other State agencies for guaranteed hiring
by FCI. Under PEG scheme, a capacity of 203.76 lakh tons has been approved for
construction of godowns at various locations in 19 States. Out of this, a capacity
of 148.34 lakh tons has been sanctioned/allotted to private investors, CWC and
SWCs as on 31.7.2013 and a capacity of 73.28 lakh tons has already been
completed.

In addition, under the Plan Scheme there is a proposal to augment 6,10,860
tons capacity Food Grain Godown by FCI during 12th Five Year Plan (2012-17).
This includes 5,34,640 tons alone in North-East areas including Sikkim and 76, 220
tons capacity in the areas other than North-East.

Statement

Region-wise accrual of Non-issuable/Damaged wheat and rice in
FCI during 2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-13

(Figures in tons)

Sl.  Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
No. Wheat Rice  Wheat Rice Wheat  Rice
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1  Bihar 112 88 0 0 8335 160.8
2. Jharkhand 39 0 17 12 142 201
3. Odisha 18 0 36 0 1 0
4. West Bengal 23 899 103 374 0 45

5 Assam 2 47 428 14 0 51.54
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
6.  North East Frontier 0 175 0 0 0 195
7. Nagaland & Manipur 0 1 0 0 0 0
8  Delhi 1 0 109 0 39.86 0
9. Haryana 28 25 0 0 148.04 0
10. Punjab 67 115 0 37 A
11. Rajasthan 21 0 30 0 27.83
12.  Uttar Pradesh. 518 2 3 225 1 17.3
13.  Uttrakhand 931 407 72 0 21 0
14.  Andhra Pradesh 0 3 0.26 4.07 24.72 0
15. Kerala 37 62 3 197 0 0
16. Karnataka 0 17 0 0 107.09 34.67
17.  Tamil Nadu 0 12 1 28 743.29 6.37
18. Gujarat 148 6 22 4 195 0
19. Maharashtra 49 48 1444 29 0 A
20. Madhya Pradesh 1 1 0 0 3.02 0
21.  Chhattisgarh 2 0 145 1233 6.46 252
TotAL 1997 1908 240161 9364 241723 72821

Jammu-Srinagar railway line

*298.SHRI GN. RATANPURI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ the progress on Katra-Banihal sector of Jammu-Srinagar railway line;

(b) the allocation and expenditure on this sector during the last three years
along with allocation for the current fiscal year; and

(c) the expected date of completion of the Jammu-Srinagar railway line?
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): (a)
Physical progress on Katra-Banihal section of "Jammu-Udhampur-Katra-Banihal-
Srinagar-Baramulla" new line project as on date is about 15%.

(b) No separate allocation is made for Katra-Banihal section which is a part
of Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla new line project. Yearwise allocation of funds and
expenditure incurred during the last three years on this project is as under:

Financial Year Funds allotted. (Rs. in crore) Expenditure (Rs in crore)
2010-11 1000 944.7

2011-12 1100 7512

2012-13 1000 943.7

2013-14 1100 258 (upto July 2013)

Jammu-Udhampur (53 km) section has already been completed and
commissioned. Udhampur-Katra (25 km) is expected to be completed in September,
2013. Katra-Banihal (110 km) is targeted to be completed by December, 2017.
Banihal-Qazigund-Srinagar-Baramulla (138 km) has already been completed and
commissioned.

Accidents involving mobile users

*299. SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that as per the details given by the Trauma Centre,
AIIMS, New Delhi, there is unabated increase in deaths of the mobile users i.e. one
every six minutes, as a result of accidents on roads, rail tracks, etc.;

(b) whether the above health centre has expressed the need for issuing
guidelines to the subscribers while using mobile phones;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) whether Government proposes to frame certain measures for guidance of
mobile phone users to control fatal accidents and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) Sir, no scientific study has been
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conducted on this issue by the Trauma Centre, All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AlIIMS), New Delhi.

(b) No Sir.
(c) Does not arise in view of (a) and (b) above.

(d) Department of Telecommunications, vide letter dated 19th June 2009, had
issued instructions to the Licensees regarding mobile etiquettes and making it
obligatory on the part of all the Unified Access Service / Cellular Mobile Telephone
Service Licensees to create adequate awareness amongst the people about proper
usage of mobile phones and to ensure supply of literature in English and regional
languages prescribing mobile etiquettes which inter-alia states that the mobile
phones should not be used while driving.

Saving on subsidy owing to organic farming

*300. SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ the amount of subsidy given on chemicals and fertilizers, per annum,
State-wise;

(b) the amount of funds given as subsidy on chemicals and fertilizers, that
can be saved, per acre, per crop, if the farmers opt for organic farming, the details
thereof;

(c) whether the amount thus saved on subsidy can be given to the farmers

to promote organic farming; and

(d) if so, whether any subsidy has been made in this regard and if not,

whether Government is planning to do so?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) No subsidy is paid on chemicals.
However, subsidy on certain chemical fertilizers, namely Urea and 22 Phosphatic
and Potassic fertilizers is provided through fertilizer companies. Hence, State-wise
payment of subsidy is not maintained. However, the details of subsidy paid,
company-wise, for imported and indigenous fertilizers for the last three years are
given in the Statement-I, I, Il & IV (See below).
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(b) and (c) No such comparison has been made with regard to the savings
to be made in case the farmers switch over to organic farming. Under National
Project on Organic Farming (NPOF) Scheme, being administered by Ministry of
Agriculture, there is no provision to provide financial assistance/subsidy to farmers
to opt for organic farming. However, under the Capital Investment Subsidy Scheme
(CISS) of NPOF, Government is providing financial assistance as under:

1 For setting up of organic Back ended subsidy through National
fuction units. Bank for and Rural Development
(NABARD) to the tune of ricted to
Rs.60.00 lakh for setting up of able
Market Waste/Agro-waste compost units.

2 For setting up of Bio-io- Financial Assistance to the tune of 25%
pesticides production subsidy of Rs.40.00 lakh.

State-wise details of subsidy approved under CISS scheme of NPOF through
NABARD for organic inputs production during the periods 2009-10 to 2012-13 are
given in the Statement-V (See below).

The Indian Council for Agriculture Research has initiated a Network Project
on Organic Farming for different crops in different agro climatic zone. The details
of the programme are given in the Statement-VI.

Statement-1
Company-wise Details of Payment Released for Indigenous P&K Fertilizers

(Rs. in Crores)

Sl. No. Company Name 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
1 2 3 4 5

1 Coromandel Fertilizers Ltd 3977.64 3269.52 2555.36
2 Deepak Fertilizers & Petrochemicals Corp  135.28 193.16 134.06
3 Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore Ltd 1185.37 1085.22 826.43
4 Godavari Fertilisers & Chemical Ltd 0.00 0.00 0.00

5 Green Star Fertilizers Ltd. 0.00 111.25 440.84
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1 2 3 4 5
6 Gujrat Narmada Valley Fertilisers Co.Ltd 180.37 247.70 199.18
7 Gujrat State Fertilisers & Chemical Ltd 194343 1418.86 752.76
8 Hindalco Industries Ltd 400.37 346.17 290.87
9 Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd 5935.22 5968.28 4489.78
10 Indian Potash Ltd 34.44 1343 0.00
1 Manglore Chemicals & Fertilisers Ltd 351.82 313.64 210.1
12 Madras Fertilisers Ltd 0.00 35.16 116.53
13 Oswal Chemical and Fert. Ltd 0.00 0.00 0.00
14 Paradeep Phosphate Ltd. 1860.77 134544 121751
15 Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilisers Ltd 716.59 625.07 705.89
16 Southern Petrochemical Industries 206.31 403.23 0
Corp Ltd
17 ZIL Industries Ltd 1190.77 868.89 591.53
18 Tata Chemicals Ltd (HLL) 1024.35 -994.23 597.74
19 Total payment to SSP units 1498.95 1851.63 1604.38
TotAL 2064168 1909088  14732.96
Statement-11
Company-wise Details of Payment Released for Imported P&K Fertilizers
(Rupees in Crores)
Sl. No. Company Name Year
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
1 2 3 4 5
1 Chambel Fertilizer & Chemicals Ltd. 834.84 780.68 854.94
2 Coromandel International Ltd 438.67 535.52 486.96




58  Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

1 2 3 4 5
3 Deepak Fertilizers & Petrochemicals Corp  103.67 65.93 112.47
4 Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore Ltd 89.91 333 91.12
5 FCSP 106.79 0.00 0.00
6 Gujarat Narmada Valley Fertilisers Co. Ltd 0.15 0.00 51.54
7 Indian Potash Limited 9929.22 7687.62 5039.11
8 GSFC 0.00 0.00 26.68
9 Madras Fertilisers Ltd 291 0.00 15.10
10 National Fertilizers Ltd 92.00 10.94 0.00
1 Nagarjuna Fertilizer& Chemicals Ltd 382.66 813.92 809.74
12 Paradeep Phosphate Ltd. 462.53 353.24 669.36
13 Rashtriya Chemicals & Fertilisers Ltd 608.10 263.56 624.57
14 Shriram Fertilizer & Chemicals 221.67 78.54 105.92
15 SPIC 0.00 0.48 0.00
16 Tata Chemicals Ltd (HLL) 796.31 533.30 582.02
17 Tungbhadra Chemicals & Fertilizer Ltd 113.82 411 0.00
18 ZIL Industries Ltd 1705.92 1396.19 1143.35
19 MMTC 0.00 0.00 1.56
2 HPM 0.00 0.00 17.63
21 Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd 2962.37 210461 1998.94
Mosaic India Pvt. Ltd. 903.66 73377 338.91
23 Krishak Bharti Co-operative Ltd. 639.70 370.78 534.36
24 INDOGULF 0.00 80.59 156.72

25 Duncan India Ltd 0.00 157 0.00
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1 2 3 4 5
26 Manglore Chemicals & Fertilisers Ltd 41443 337.86 480.83
27 Rallis India Ltd. 0.00 255 0.00
28 Foliage Crop. Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 0.00 173 0.00

GreenStar Fertilizers Ltd. 0.00 327.66 272.72
30 KPR Fertilizers Ltd. 40.67 81.96 151.99
K1l Toepeer Pvt. Ltd. 0.00 148 0.00
32 SUNFERT 0.00 0.00 424
3 TRANS AGRO 0.00 0.00 5.32

TotAL 20850.00 1657192 14576.10

Statement-111

Company-wise Details of Payment Released for Indigenous Urea

SI. No. Company name (Amount in Rs. crore)
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

1 2 3 4 5
A) Public Sector
1 RCF-Thal 705.35 708.51 954.80
2 RCF-Trombay 313.94 23253 219.05
3 MFL 1290.71 1768.74 1427.26
4 NFL-BHATINDA 923.88 1107.87 1201.50
5 NFL-PANIPAT 801.39 1213.97 1193.59
6 NFL-VIJAIPUR-I 28941 408.54 41343
7 NFL-VIJAIPUR-II 44314 502.98 58353
8 NFL-NANGAL 748.96 1270.69 1123.71
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1 2 3 4 5
9 BVFCL-Namrup-I1I 114.13 59.22 104.63
10 BVFCL-Namrup-II 56.10 119.06 65.71
u FACT 0.00 0.00 0.00
12 FCI (Ramagundam) 0.00 0.00 0.00
13 FCI (Sindri) 0.00 0.00 0.00
14 FCI (Talcher) 0.00 0.00 0.00
15 NLC 0.00 0.00 0.00
12 GSFC (State Gowt.) 88.85 196.83 134.64
13 GNFC (State Govt.) 489.55 878.30 858.82
TotAL 6265.41 8467.24 8280.67
B Cooperative Sector
1 KRIBHCO 460.80 591.75 660.01
2 IFFCO-Phulpur-I1 764.96 907.11 981.90
3 IFFCO-Phulpur-I 626.30 583.99 804.39
4 IFFCO-Kalol 315.28 382.09 359.68
5 IFFCO-Aonla-I 376.49 439.11 539.56
6 IFFCO-Aonla-II 380.32 481.44 528.02
TotAL 292415 3385.49 3873.56
C Private Sector
1 NFCL-I 260.16 397.75 307.12
2 NFCL-II 39347 387.33 344.50
3 CFCL-I 545.59 689.51 701.45

4 CFCL-II 753.72 751.38 889.10
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1 2 3 4 5
5 Tata Chemicals 595.76 643.26 606.89
6 ZACL 780.25 78121 1101.68
7 SFC 22340 27747 27431
8 INDOGULF 453.20 717.68 648.40
9 SPIC 637.67 2164.66 1477.96
10 OCFL 0.00 0.00 0.00
u KSFL 410.32 452.42 614.02
12 MCFL 837.63 1170.02 880.34
13 DUNCAN 0.00 0.00 0.00
TotAL 5891.17 8432.69 7845.77
GranD ToTAL 15080.73 2028542  20000.00
Statement-1V
Company-wise Details of Payment Released for Import of Urea
(Rupees in Crores)
Company 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
IPL - 3200.34 7370.87 8009.05
MMTC 1413.83 505151 1149.57
STC 1286.13 1393.55 5118.08
OMIFCO 1301.79 2043.02 4166.87
Other Expenses 2053.86 1616.05 1572.43
(Ocean Freight to Vessel
Owners, Inland Freight,
Custom Duties to FMEs
etc)
TotaL EXPENDITURE 9255.95 17475.00 20016.00
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Statement-V

State wise details of subsidy approved under Capital Investment Subsidy

Scheme (CISS) of NPOF through NABARD for Organic Input
Production during the period 2009-10 to 2012-13.

SI. No. Name of State Amount of Subsidy Approved (Lakh Rs.)
2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Andhra Pradesh 10.00 23.25 20.00 20.00
2 Arunachal Pradesh 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
3 Assam 2.60 138 232 0.75
4 Bihar 0.00 0.00 5.25 0.00
5 Chhatishgarh 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
6 Goa 20.00 0,00 0.00 0.00
7 Gujarat 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
8 Haryana 0.00 14.75 0.00 203
9 Himachal Pradesh 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
10 Jammu and Kashmir 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
u Jharkhand 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
12 Karnataka 6.18 73/31 0.00 0.00
13 Kerala 30.07 0.00 6.78 0.00
14 Madhya Pradesh 504 0.00 0.00 2.26
15 Maharashtra 38.46 13.75 43.08 2301
16 Manipur 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

17 Meghalaya 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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1 2 3 4 5 6
18 Mizoram 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
19 Nagaland 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
2 Odisha 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
21 Punjab 61.60 24.86 14.04 0.00
2 Rajasthan 55.61 30.45 2134 0.00
23 Sikkim 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
24 Tamil Nadu 10.99 13.04 0.00 0.00
25 Tripura 0.00 0.00 20.00 0.00
26 Uttar Pradesh 9.75 25.69 330 0.00
27 Uttarakhand 8.95 8.75 0.00 0.00
28 West Bengal 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
TotAL 250.24 229.23 156.11 48.04

Statement-VI
Network Project on Organic Farming for different crops

In order to promote organic farming in the country, the ICAR, during Tenth
Plan, initiated a Network Project on Organic Farming(NPOF) with lead center at
Project Directorate for Farming Systems Research, Modipuram with the objective of
developing package of practices of different crops and cropping systems under
organic farming in different agro-ecological regions of the country. The project is
running at 13 Co-operating centres including SAUSs, spread over 12 states (Table 1)
and is continuing. Funds allocated under the project during last and current years
are Rs. 110 lakhs and Rs.120 lakhs respectively. The 12th Plan allocation is Rs. 500
lakhs, Organic farming package of practices for 14 crops namely basmati rice,
rainfed wheat, maize, redgram, chickpea, soybean, groundnut, mustard, Isabgol,
black pepper, ginger, tomato, cabbage and cauliflower, have been developed and
uploaded in PDFSR website.
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Table: 1 Centres of Network Project on Organic Farming (NPOF)
1 IGKYV, Raipur, Chhattisgarh
2  CSKHPKYV, Palampur, HP
3 BAU, Ranchi, Jharkhand
4  VAS, Dharwad, Karnataka
5 [ISR, Calicut, Kerala
6  JINKVV, Jabalpur Madhya Pradesh
7 I1ISS, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
8  DBSKKYV, Dapoli, Maharashtra
9 ICAR Res. Complex, Umium, Meghalaya
10 PAU, Ludhiana, Punjab
11  TNAU, Coimbator, Tamil Nadu
12 GBPUAT, Pantnagar, Uttarakhand,

13 PDFSR, Modipuram, Uttar Pradesh

The Council has developed technologies to prepare various types of organic
manures such as phosphor-compost, vermin-compost, municipal solid waste
compost etc. from various organic wastes. Improved and efficient mains of bio-
fertilizers specific to different crops and soil types are being developed under

Network project on bio-fertilizers. The ICAR also imparts training, organises FLDs
etc. to educate farmers on these aspects.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
PPP in agricultural projects

2171. DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Government proposes to implement Public
Private Partnership (PPP) in agricultural projects in the country;

(b) if so, the details of the objectives set to achieve under the plan; and
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() how many States are identified for implementation of the proposed plan
and the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) Yes, Sir. Ministry of Agriculture facilitates Public Private
Partnership (PPP) projects in agriculture and allied sectors throughout the country.
Private entrepreneurs can propose integrated agricultural development projects and
take responsibility for developing all interventions through a single window. They
have complete flexibility in designing suitable projects and submit proposals to
State Governments for approval.

Small Farmers' Agri-Business Consortium (SFAC) has been designated as a
national level agency for this purpose by Government of India. SFAC acts as a
facilitator to link the project promoter to the concerned State Government. However,
the role of SFAC is restricted to facilitate the process of technical appraisal and
coordination. An independent monitoring agency (like National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development (NABARD) or any other agency with no conflict of interest
with that particular project) can be appointed by the State Government to closely
track the performance of these projects and report to all relevant stakeholders in
the State and Central Government.

Production of foodgrains

2172. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has any plan to increase production of foodgrains
in the country, and if so, the steps taken in this regard;

(b) whether Government has fixed any targets during the Twelfth Plan Period
for production of foodgrains like paddy, pulse, millet and cotton etc.; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Government of India is implementing various crop
development programmes/schemes for increasing foodgrain production in the
country such as National Food Security Mission (NFSM), Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana (RKVY). Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI), Initiative for
Nutritional Security through Intensive Millets Promotion (INSIMP), Integrated
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Scheme on Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM), Nutri-Farms Scheme,
Crop Diversification Programme, etc. Under these programmes, various activities like
demonstration on high yielding varieties/hybrids, distribution of seed of improved
varieties/hybrids, need based plant protection and soil amendments, resource
conservation techniques/energy management, efficient water application tools, and
cropping system based trainings, are being taken-up to enhance foodgrains
production in the country.

(b) and (c) Government of India fixes targets on annual basis for production
of foodgrains. The targets fixed for 2013-14 are as follows:

Crops Production Target (in million tonnes)
Total Foodgrains 259.00
Rice 105.00
Wheat 92.50
Pulses 19.00
Coarse Cereals, including millets 4250
Cotton* 35.00

*(in million bales of 170 kg. each)
Flood and drought condition in Bihar

12173. SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Northern Bihar is facing the wrath of flood
whereas central Bihar is in the clutches of severe drought; and

(b) if so, whether Government would declare the entire State of Bihar as
drought-affected, arrange for rehabilitation of those people whose houses have
been flushed in the flood and also waive of the land revenue tax (Malgujari) and
electricity bills of the victims of flood and drought?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) State Governments are empowered to initiate

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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appropriate relief measures in the wake drought/flood from funds readily available
under State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). Additional financial assistance, over
and above SDRF, is provided from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF), upon
receipt of detailed drought/flood relief memorandum from the State Government
following which Inter Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) is deputed for assessing the
situation and recommending central assistance as per established procedure and
extant norms.

During current year (2013-14), Government of India has not received any
drought/flood relief memorandum from State of Bihar, so far.

Crop losses due to adverse weather conditions

2174. SHRI ISHWAR SINGH:
SHRI N.K. SINGH:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has conducted any study of the crop losses due
to adverse weather conditions, if so, the details thereof for the last five years;

(b) whether Government has undertaken any measures to reduce crop losses
due to adverse weather conditions; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) No specific study has been conducted but crop
loss due to adverse weather conditions is being assessed regularly. In order to
reduce crop losses due to adverse weather conditions, Government of India
regularly monitors rainfall and crop sowing situation for the country. Agricultural
Universities under ICAR network in collaboration with Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) issue suitable agro-met advisories to farmers through
newspapers, radio and television. Government of India has also circulated
Contingency Crop Plans to States, prepared by Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) in consultation with State Agriculture Universities comprising
State/region-wise crop varieties/hybrids along with crop management practices for
implementation in the event of main crop being affected due to adverse weather
conditions. State Governments are advised to educate farmers about Contingency
Crop Plans through extension agencies. Government of India is also implementing a
Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme on pilot basis since Kharif 2007 season to
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provide insurance protection/compensation to farmers against crop losses due to
adverse weather incidents.

Growth rate of agriculture sector

2175. SHRI K.C. TYAGI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(@ whether contribution of agriculture to GDP has been declining over the
years and is likely to decline further during next four years;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(c) whether the rate of growth of crops production and productivity has
also declined leading to poverty in various parts of the country;

(d) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and

(e) the steps being taken by Government to improve the growth rate of
agriculture sector in future?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) As per the First Revised Estimates released by
the Central Statistics Office (CSO) on 31%, January, 2013, contribution of the
agriculture sector to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the country at 2004-05
prices declined from 14.6% in 2009-10 to 14.5% in 2010-11 and further to 14.1% in
2011-12. Similarly, this sector registered a growth rate of 0.8 % in 2009-10, 7.9% in
2010-11 and 3.6% in 2011-12 at 2004-05 prices. Further, as per the Provisional
Estimates released by CSO on 31st May, 2013, the contribution of agriculture to
the GDP is likely to decline to 13.7% in 2012-13 and this sector is estimated to
grow at 1.9% in 2012-13 at 2004-05 prices. The decline in growth rate and
contribution of agriculture to GDP is on account of structural changes due to a
shift from a traditional agrarian economy to a service dominated one. This
phenomenon is generally expected in the normal development of an economy.
Despite this, the production of foodgrains has increased from 230.8 million tons in
2007-08 to 255.4 million tons in 2012-13 (4th Advance Estimates). Similarly,
productivity of foodgrains has increased from 1860 kg. per ha. in 2007-08 to 2125
kg. per ha. in 2012-13 (Fourth Advance Estimates).

(e) Further, Government has launched several schemes to increase the
growth rate of agriculture and boost farm production in terms of its contribution to
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the GDP such as Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), National Food Security
Mission (NFSM), Development and Strengthening of Infrastructure facilities for
Production and Distribution of Quality Seed, National Horticulture Mission (NHM),
Rainfed Area Development Programme (RADP), Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds,
Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM), Gramin Bhandaran Yojana etc. In addition,
Government has substantially improved the availability of farm credit; implemented a
massive programme of debt waiver; introduced better crop insurance schemes;
increased Minimum Support Price (MSP), improved marketing infrastructure, etc.

Proper marketing system for fruits and vegetables

2176. SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@ the reasons for not considering in consultation with State Governments,
proper domestic marketing system for fruits and vegetables, keeping in view the
huge price gap between farmers and consumers and within inter-State;

(b) whether Government has conducted any study in this regard;
(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) by when Government is going to address this important matter in the
interest of farmers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) This Ministry has, in consultation with State
Governments and other stakeholders, constantly endeavoured to improve the
domestic marketing system for agriculture produce including fruits and vegetables
with the aim to reduce the price gap between farmers and consumers and within
inter-State. Some of the measures taken by this Ministry include formulation of the
Model Act, 2003 for adoption by the States and of Model Rules, 2007 for guidance
of the States. More recently, Committee of State Ministers Incharge of Agriculture
Marketing was constituted in March, 2010 under the Chairmanship of Maharashtra
and comprised of nine States viz. Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Haryana, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Uttarakhand. During the deliberations over
the course of more than two years, the Committee also invited non-member States
from across the country for consultation on marketing reforms. The Committee
submitted its report to the Ministry on 4th July, 2013 which inter-alia
recommends, the rationalization of market fee and commission charges on fruits and
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vegetables and enunciation of policy and legislative framework to facilitate
establishment of terminal markets (Hub and Spoke format) to link more and more
producing areas with collection centres(spokes) so as to reduce the gap between
farmers' price and consumers price. Other recommendations are single point levy of
market fee across the country so that the commodity is not liable to be charged
fee again in inter-State transactions and direct purchase from farmers to reduce
multiple handling of fruits and vegetables along the supply line.

(b) and (c) As per 'State of the Indian Farmer-A Millennium Study' conducted
by the Ministry of Agriculture in 2004, the farmers ‘share in consumers’ rupee for
perishable farm products is generally lower. In case of Fruits, Vegetables and
Flowers, it varies from 32-68 %. The study in general revealed that the producers'
share in consumers' rupee differed, depending on marketing channels adopted by
the farmers.

(d) As marketing of agricultural commodities is a dynamic subject linked to
many factors viz. production, supply, demand, import, export, etc. and more so as
agriculture marketing is a State subject, therefore, reform of marketing system by its
very nature has to be an on-going effort.

Share of agriculture production in GDP

t2177. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the share of agricultural products in Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of the country is decreasing constantly;

(b) if so, whether it is also a fact that the share of agricultural sector in
GDP was about 50 per cent at the time of independence and it has been estimated
to come upto just 10 per cent by 2019-20; and

(c) if so, the facts in this regard and the reasons for regular fall in its
share?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) As per the latest estimates released by Central
Statistics Office (CSO) the share of agricultural products/Agriculture and Allied
Sectors in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the country was 51.9% in 1950-51
which has now come down to 13.7% in 2012-13 at 2004-05 prices.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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The decrease in the share of Agricultural and Allied Sectors in GDP of the
country in comparison to other sectors is on account of structural changes due to
a shift from a traditional agrarian economy to industry and service dominated one.
This phenomenon is generally expected in the normal development of an economy.

Increase in production of pulses

12178. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that there is an assessment of decline in total
foodgrain production in the country in 2012-13;

(b) if so, the facts in this regard,;

(c) whether it is also a fact that there is an assessment of increase in
production of pulses; and

(d) if so, the details of such assessment and the percentage of requirement
of pulses in the country which would be fulfilled by the quantity of production of
pulses, at present?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) As against estimated production of 259.29
million tonnes of foodgrains in 2011-12, the production during 2012-13 is expected
to be lower at 255.36 million tonnes (4th Advance Estimates).

(c) and (d) Total production of pulses in the country during 2012-13 is
estimated at 18.45 million tonnes which is higher by 1.36 million tonnes over the
production of 17.09 million tonnes of pulses during 2011-12. The estimated
production of pulses in the country during 2012-13 is expected to meet around 97%
of the projected demand of 19 million tonnes of pulses for the year.

Potentiality of jobs and earning in agriculture sector

2179. SHRI BASAWARAJ PATIL: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that there is high potentiality of jobs and earning in
agriculture sector; and

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, the steps taken by Government for the prosperity of agriculturist
for the success of food security?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The job potential or employment opportunities and the
earnings in the agriculture sector are not high. However, as per 2011 Census, nearly
54.6 per cent of the total workers are still engaged in agricultural activities, mainly
in subsistence farming. This is partly due to the manufacturing and industrial
sector not generating adequate employment opportunities to absorb the labour
force from the agriculture sector and partly due to the lower level of education and
skills of the labour force in the agriculture sector which find it difficult to migrate
to other sectors.

(b) Government has taken several steps to revitalize agriculture sector and
improve the conditions of farming community on sustainable basis by increasing
investment, improving farm practices, rural infrastructure and delivery of credit,
technology and other inputs. Various programmes/schemes for the development of
agriculture sector are implemented in a decentralized manner with flexibility to State
Governments to formulate and implement appropriate projects to suit their specific
requirements.

Decline in production of cotton

2180. SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that production of cotton in Karnataka and other
parts of the country is declining, which is a cause of concern for the textile
sector;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the remedial measures Government proposes to take in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) State-wise details of production of cotton in the
country during the last five years i.e. 2008-09 to 2012-13 are given in the
Statement (See below).

It may be observed that the production of cotton in the country has
increased from 22.28 million bales (of 170 kg. each) in 2008-09 to 35.20 million
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bales in 2011-12. During 2012-13, the cotton production marginally declined to 34.00
million bales mainly due to shift in the cotton area in some States to other
competing crops. Since India is a cotton surplus country, slight decline in cotton
production may not affect the textile sector.

In order to further improve production, productivity and quality of cotton, the
Government is implementing a Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Mini Mission Il of
Technology Mission on Cotton (TMC) in 13 cotton growing States in the country.
Under the above Scheme, assistance is provided to farmers for seeds, agriculture
implements, water-saving devices, bio-agents/bio-pesticides, integrated pest
management, demonstrations, training, etc. Further, Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) implements All India Coordinated Research Project (AICRP) on
Cotton with specific mandate to develop high yielding varieties and hybrids of
cotton and related cotton production and protection technologies. Central Institute
for Cotton Research at Nagpur is conducting basic and strategic research on
cotton.

Statement

State-wise estimates of production of cotton during 2008-09 to 2012-13

States Production (‘000 Bales of 170 Kgs. each)

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12  2012-13*

1 2 3 4 5 6

Andhra Pradesh 3569.0 3227.0 5300.0 4900.0 7350.0
Assam 0.6 08 # # #
Chhattisgarh 0.1 0.3 # # #
Gujarat 7013.8 7986.3 10400.0 12000.0 8725.0
Haryana 1858.0 1926.0 1750.0 2650.0 2500.0
Himachal Pradesh 0.1 0.0 # # #
Karnataka 866.0 868.2 1200.0 1200.0 1200.0
Kerala 15 13 # # #

Madhya Pradesh 856.1 855.3 2000.0 2000.0 22000
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1 2 3 4 5 6

Maharashtra 47520 5859.3 8500.0 7200.0 7650.0
Meghalaya 5.6 55 # # #
Mizoram 0.1 08 # # #
Nagaland 0.1 00 # # #
Odisha 146.6 147.2 250.0 325.0 400.0
Punjab 2285.0 2006.0 2100.0 2300.0 2000.0
Rajasthan 7257 9031 900.0 1335.0 1300.0
Tamil Nadu 187.7 2250 450.0 450.0 500.0
Tripura 14 14 # # #
Uttar Pradesh 0.8 50 # # #
West Bengal 6.0 33 # # #
Puducherry 00 00 # # #
Others NA NA 150.0 840.0 175.0
ALL INnDIA 22276.2 24021.8 33000.0 35200.0 34000.0

#Included in others, NA: Not Applicable.

*4th advance estimates released on 22.07.2013
Implementation of Crop Insurance Scheme

2181. SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(@ the number of farmers benefited under the Crop Insurance Scheme and
Seasonal Crop Insurance Scheme during the last three years, State-wise;

(b) whether benefits of the above two insurance schemes have also
accrued to the farmers who have not availed any bank loan;

(c) if so, the number of such farmers, State-wise;

(d) whether any proposal to recognize the Panchayat as a unit under the
twin insurance schemes is under consideration of Government; and
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(e) if so, the details thereof, and the action taken by Government
thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) Details of loanee and non-loanee farmers
covered/benefited under yield index and weather index schemes viz. National
Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS), Pilot Modified NAIS (MNAIS) and Pilot
Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme (WBCIS) are given in Statement (See
below).

(d) and (e) Based on the recommendations of the Joint Group constituted by
Government of India and views of the stakeholders including States, various
improvements including reduction in insurance unit area to village/village panchayat.
have been incorporated in NAIS and a Modified NAIS (MNAIS) has been
approved for implementation on pilot basis in 50 districts from Rabi 2010-11.

Statement

A. Cumulative Number of Farmers covered/benefited under NAIS during
last three years (from 2009-10 to 2011-12) (in Nos.)

SI. No. State Loanee Non-Loanee Total
1 2 3 4 5

1 Andhra Pradesh 5793013 591209 6384222
2 Assam 151441 325 151766
3 Bihar 1162018 434429 1596447
4 Chhattisgarh 3117874 18839 3136713
5 Goa 986 0 986
6 Gujarat 3153080 372 3153452
7 Haryana 52821 43 52864
8 Himachal 81173 6708 87881

Pradesh
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1 2 3 4 5

9 Jammu and Kashmir 12207 106 12313
10 Jharkhand 252734 762102 1014836
u Karnataka 1085200 1542343 2627543
12 Kerala 92922 6 92928
13 Madhya Pradesh 8759284 19652 8778936
14 Maharashtra 0 6104147 6104147
15 Manipur 1636 6380 8016
16 Mizoram 0 0 0
17 Meghalaya 7606 0 7606
18 Odisha 4034827 200659 4235486
19 Rajasthan 420633 19 420652
2 Sikkim 125 0 125
21 Tamil Nadu 1217622 1277787 2495409
2 Tripura 3986 0 3986
23 Uttar Pradesh 6857834 2936 6860770
24 Uttaranchal 169365 6438 175803
25 West Bengal 3283066 45851 3328917
26 Andaman and 1001 137 1138

Nicobar Islands

27 Puducherry 9770 1560 11330

TotaL 39722224 11022048 50744272
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Assistance to tackle drought situation in Maharashtra

12182. DR. YOGENDRA P. TRIVEDI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ the amount released by Central Government against the financial
assistance demanded by the Government of Maharashtra to tackle the drought
situation in the State; and

(b) the details of other assistance extended by the Central Government to
tackle the drought situation in Maharashtra?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Government of India had approved 778.09 crore and
Rs. 1036.98 crore from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) to Govt, of
Maharashtra for managing drought situation of Kharif-2012 and Rabi 2012-13
respectively.

In addition, Central Government had approved implementation of a special
package for rejuvenation of orchards in drought affected districts of Maharashtra
with an allocation of Rs.557.60 crore under National Horticulture Mission (NHM)
and released an additional allocation of Rs.25 crore during 2012-13 under
Accelerated Fodder Development Programme (AFDP) for enhancing fodder
production in Maharashtra.

Government of Maharashtra has, so far, not declared drought in any parts of
the State during 2013-14.

National Agricultural Insurance Scheme

2183. SHRI NANDI YELLAIAH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) has been
extended to entire Andhra Pradesh;

(b) if so, the percentage of agricultural families covered under NAIS in
Andhra Pradesh, during 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12;

(c) the steps taken and proposed to be taken at present to cover maximum
percentage of agricultural families in Andhra Pradesh, under NAIS;

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(d) whether Government of Andhra Pradesh has suggested certain
modifications and changes in the existing NAIS; and

(e) if so, the changes to be made by Central Government in the existing
NAIS and whether such changes have taken place and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) As per provisions of the National Agricultural
Insurance Scheme (NAIS), the scheme, is voluntary for the States and UTs. State
Government of Andhra Pradesh is implementing the scheme in 18 districts. Pilot
Modified NAIS (MNAIS) is also being implemented in 3-4 districts. The percentage
of farmers covered in the State under NAIS during 2009-10 to 2011-12 is given
below:-

Year No. of farmers covered %age of farmers covered to
(in lakhs) State's total farmers

2009-10 33.63 20.24

2010-11 2834 24.64

2011-12 3241 28.18

(c) Continued efforts are made to create awareness about ongoing NAIS by
the implementing agency in coordination with State since its inception. The salient
activities for campaigning involve the publicity of features & benefits of the
scheme through advertisements in leading National/local News Papers, telecast
through audio-visual media, distribution of pamphlets, participation in agriculture
fairs/mela/goshti, organization of workshops/trainings etc.

(d) and (e) Based on the experience gained during implementation of NAIS
and suggestions of the State Governments, many improvements have been
incorporated in NAIS to make it easier and more farmer friendly. These
improvements include (i) actuarial premium with subsidy in premium ranging 40% to
75% to farmers (ii) Unit area of insurance reduced to village panchayat level for
major crops (iii) coverage of prevented sowing/planting risk (iv) coverage of post
harvest losses due to cyclone in coastal areas (v) on account payment up to 25%
advance of likely claims as immediate relief (vi) more proficient basis for calculation
of threshold yield (vii) minimum indemnity level of 70% instead of 60% etc. A new
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pilot scheme in the name of "Modified National Agricultural Insurance Scheme
(MNAIS)" was approved by Government of India for implementation in 50 districts
in the country from Rabi 2010-11.

Floriculture in Uttarakhand

t2184. SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH MAHRA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@ whether 50 per cent grant is provided to farmers engaged in floriculture
in the country including Uttarakhand,;

(b) if so, the details of grants provided to the States so far;

(c) whether Government is getting expected results, if not, whether no
proper arrangement for marketing is the reason for this failure;

(d) whether the Ministry would consider to set up shopping centres at
Haldwani and Doiwala in Uttarakhand; and

(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (e) Department of Agriculture & Cooperation is
implementing two Centrally Sponsored Schemes namely Horticulture Mission for
North East and Himalayan States (HMNEH) and National Horticulture Mission
(NHM) for overall development of horticulture in the country including floriculture.
Under HMNEH, assistance @ 75%, while in NHM upto 50% of the cost is
provided for cultivation of flower crops.

The details of grants provided to the States are given in Statement-1 and Il
(See below).

Under these schemes, 991 no. of marketing facilities have been created.
Besides, 3 Farmer Consumer Markets have been set up at Majri Grant in Doiwala
Block, Danda Lakhond and Nanurkhera in Raipur Block under RKVY. Government of
Uttarakhand has established a separate Uttarakhand Horticulture Marketing Board
to assist farmers of the state in Marketing of horticulture produce including

flowers.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Statement-1

Details of Grants provided to States including floriculture under Horticulture
Mission for North East and Himalayan States (HMNEH)

200102  2002-03 200304  2004-05 2005-06

1 Arunachal Pradesh 728.85  1099.00 1220.00 1645.55 1300.00

2 Assam 61112  1092.15 1400.00 871.00 1300.00
3 Manipur 487.03 685.00 638.00 1286.25 1500.00
4 Meghalaya 625.71 775.60 850.00 1395.99 1700.00
5 Mizoram 50895  1099.73 1089.00 1801.30 1800.00
6. Nagaland 551.70 979.00 1256.00 1467.30 1700.00
7. Sikkim 616.77 855.00 1000.00 1150.00 1800.00
8. Tripura 512.40 785.00 900.00 1111.30 1500.00
9 Jammu and Kashmir* 650.00 1233.00 1550.00
10. Himachal Pradesh* 650.00 1300.00 1100.00
11. Uttarakhand* 564.72 975.00 1100.00

TotAL 464253 737048  10217.72 1423669  16350.00

* Since 2003-04

Statement-11

Details of Grants provided to States including Floriculture under
National Horticulture Mission (NHM)

Sl. No. State 2005-06 2006-07 200708

1 2 3 4 5

1 Andhra Pradesh 4420.96 7500.00 7836.94
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Statement-1

Details of Grants provided to States including floriculture under Horticulture
Mission for North East and Himalayan States (HMNEH)

(Rs. in lakh)

2006-07 200708  2008-09 2009-10 201011  2011-12 2012-13 Total

1612.90 283000 176500 149200 268460 436365 474176 2548331

1400.00 268000 367500 374300 299502 250000 3748.76  26016.05

1700.00 222800 250000 302900 395100 465000 4893.00  27547.28

2000.00 270000 286250 193200 267500 344450 2900.00  23861.30

3200.00 309500 305000 350000 389000 383515 431000 31179.13

2356.00 250000 245000 395000 440000 455500 4355.00  30520.00

2331.00 311000 267500 342820 245500 425066 428930  27960.93

1400.00 240000 170000 300000 262000 395000 4480.00  24358.70

2933.00 200000 181500 170000 300000 335750 182500  20063.50

4000.00 240000 210000 158900 150000 353121 275541  20925.62

4000.00 283994 200000 170000 290000 300000 102335  20103.01

2693290 2878294 2659250 2906320 33070.62 41437.67 3932158 278018.83

Statement-11

Details of Grants provided to States including Floriculture under
National Horticulture Mission (NHM)

(Rs. in Lakh)
2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
6 7 8 9 10

12968.39 9566.59 10518.00 9293.82 8740.75
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1 2 3 4 5
2 Bihar 3100.00 3500.00 269.72
3 Chhattisgarh 2367.83 5500.00 6252.41
4 Goa 315.20 200.00 3.19
5 Gujarat 3239.28 2577.03 1954.24
6 Haryana 1050.00 3480.00 6476.50
7 Jharkhand 3030.00 4000.00 781.00
8 Karnataka 445517 8448.25 8571.05
9 Kerala 353398 795953 6147.74
10 Madhya Pradesh 2839.77 4291.75 5537.49
u Maharashtra 8260.28 14492 65 13224.97
12 Odisha 361191 4450.00 3812.16
13 Punjab 2868.82 1150.00 2409.99
14 Rajasthan 225957 3837.93 5673.19
15 Tamil Nadu 3891.67 6450.00 8536.82
16 Uttar Pradesh 5340.25 1500.00 942591
17 West Bengal 4035.31 4600.00 681.82
18 Dadra and Nagar Haveli 0.00
19 Daman & Diu 0.00
2 Delhi 300.00
21 Lakshadweep 63.00 299
Chandigarh 0.00
23 Andaman and Nicobar 85.00

24 Puducherry 0.00
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6 7 8 9 10
3122.48 2435.17 - 2017.38 3531.46
3000 6000.00 9657.00 8522.93 9156.00
100.45 150.00 212.00 200.00 124.93
3531.83 2521.32 5497.00 9297.82 10025.35
3300.305 5600.00 5150.00 7639.01 9082.14
5000.00 3084.00 1600.000 4236.73 4797.00
12536.88 8001.67 9325.00 9996.05 1134261
7517.29 4400.00 5363.04 3520.79
6000 3545.00 5100.00 5534.34 3066.89
13021.70 0173.20 12614.00 9399.40 12819.60
2341.00 3500.00 3259.00 4694.34 6591.00
1412.48 2578.00 3500.00 4702.35 5834.30
4097.71 2500.00 4000.00 4021.67 4158.30
9688 6180.00 7750.00 6222.50 5601.00
6372.78 9143.38 5400.00 5136.90 3266.44
607.2 2880.00 2584.34 1935.65
200.00 152.00 300.00 265.00
3325 56.34 64.00 45.67
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Lack of banking penetration for farmers in remote areas

2185. SHRI A.W. RABI BERNARD: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that only 50 per cent of farmers are under
Agriculture Credit Net as per an NSSO survey and 43.42 million farmers households
are under debt at a time when Government is pushing for credit coverage for the
entire farming community;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether due to lack of banking penetration in remote areas, farmers
especially small and marginal are largely dependent on local money lenders for
credit; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the corrective measures taken in this
regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) As per NSSO Situation Assessment Survey of farmers,
59th Round (January-December, 2003) Report N0.498, out of 89.35 million farmer
households, 43.42 million (48.6%) were reported to be indebted and more than 50%
of indebted farmer households had taken loan for the purpose of capital or current
expenditure in farm business. The survey report also indicates that the share of
banks and cooperative societies in the outstanding loan taken by farmer household
was 55% followed by moneylenders (26%).

Government has taken several measures to improve institutional credit flow to
farmers. These inter-alia, include announcement of agriculture credit flow targets in
the union budget to ensure that adequate credit is made available to farmers by
banks, provision of crop loans upto Rs.3.00 lakh @ 4% per annum to such farmers
who repay their loan as per the repayment schedule fixed by the banks, extension
of benefit of interest subvention scheme to small & marginal farmers having Kisan
Credit Card for a further period upto six months for storing their produce in
warehouses against negotiable warehouse receipts, collateral free loan upto Rs.1.00
lakh, implementation of revival package for short term cooperative credit structure
in the country. Implementation of Agricultural Debt Waiver and Debt Relief Scheme,
2008 has also helped in de-clogging the lines of credit that were clogged due to
debt burden on farmers.
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Irrigation facilities in Jharkhand

2186. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether the area under irrigation is stagnating since 2000, so far
Jharkhand is concerned;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the reasons for not creating additional irrigation capacity during the last
decade; and

(d) how this problem is being addressed now?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) The irrigation potential created upto March, 2001 was
about 6.3 lakh hectare and by the end of March, 2013 the total irrigation potential
created is about 8.3 lakh hectare there by creating an additional irrigation potential
of about 2 lakh ha. The irrigation potential created during 2001-02 to 2012-13
through Major, Medium & Minor Irrigation Schemes is given in Statement.

Statement
Major, Medium & Minor Irrigation Potential in Jharkhand

(Irrigation Potential in thousand hectare)

Year-wise Status Major & Medium Minor Irrigation
Irrigation Schemes Schemes
1 2 3
Total Irrigation Potential created 205.39 421.78

upto March 2001

Irrigation Potential created during 2001-02 0.73
Irrigation Potential created during 2002-03 11.74 174
Irrigation Potential created during 2003-04 6.17
Irrigation Potential created during 2004-05 12.24

Irrigation Potential created during 2005-06 417
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1 2 3
Irrigation Potential created during 2006-07 16.32
Irrigation Potential created during 2007-08 15.52
Irrigation Potential created during 2008-09 8.05 17.74
Irrigation Potential created during 2009-10 2.20 10.32
Irrigation Potential created during 2010-11 6.26 6.51
Irrigation Potential created during 2011-12 0.40 28.46
Irrigation Potential created during 2012-13 19.30 3212
Total Irrigation Potential created upto March 2013  253.34 573.83
GranD ToTAL 82717

Source: Minor Irrigation Census
Agricultural production on dry land

2187. SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(@ the details of the measures being taken by Government to raise
agricultural production on dry land;

(b) whether Government has adopted recommendations of the Parthasarathy
Committee report in this regard;

(c) if so, the action taken on the recommendations of the report; and

(d) the measures taken by Government to bring maximum agricultural land
under irrigation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) is implementing a
sub-scheme "Rainfed Area Development Programme (RADP)" under Rashtriya Krishi
Vikas Yojna (RKVY) to address specific concerns of rainfed/ dryland farmers.
Besides, all major development programmes of MoA, viz., National Food Security
Mission (NFSM), National Horticulture Mission (NHM), National Mission on Micro
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Irrigation (NMMI) etc. give special focus to dryland/ rainfed areas. Research
Projects on dryland agriculture are also being implemented by Central Research
Institute for Dryland Agriculture (CRIDA), Indian Council of Agriculture
Research(ICAR) for enhancing agriculture production and productivity in these
areas.

Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) is implementing the Integrated
Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) for development of rainfed and
degraded areas of the country. MoRD had constituted the Parthasarthy Committee
and based op the suggestions of the Committee, National Rainfed Area Authority,
in coordination with the Planning Commission, formulated Common Guidelines for
Watershed Development Projects, 2008 to give an impetus to watershed
development programmes. MoRD has implemented main recommendations of the
Technical Committee by integrating the three area development programmes namely
Desert Development Programme (DDP), Drought Prone Areas Programme (DPAP)
and Integrated Wastelands Development Programme (IWDP) - into a single modified
programme called Integrated Watershed Management Programme (IWMP) with effect
from 26.02.2009. The IWMP is implemented under the Common Guidelines for
Watershed Development Projects, 2008.

(d) Rainwater harvesting structures like farm ponds, check dams etc. are
constructed under watershed programmes to create supplementary irrigation source.
Under National Mission on Micro Irrigation, drip & sprinkler technologies are
promoted which not only improves water use efficiency but also extends the
coverage and duration from the available water source. Central assistance under
Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme is also provided to State Governments for
creation of irrigation potential by completion of identified ongoing irrigation
projects.

Re-introduction of cotton seed under ECA

2188. SHRI DILIPBHAI PANDYA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that cotton seed was removed from the list of
Essential Commodities Act (ECA) on 12 February, 2007;

(b) if so, the reasons for re-introduction of cotton seed in the list of
Essential Commodities from 22 December, 2009 by the Central Government; and
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() whether re-introduction of cotton seeds in the list of Essential
Commaodity is in the interest of cotton producing farmers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) Cotton seed has been re-introduced in the Essential Commaodities
Act, 1955 through notifications issued by the Department of Consumer Affairs on
22.12.2009, 18.06.2010 and 22.12.2010 to protect the interest of cotton producing
farmers by regulating the production, supply, distribution and quality of cotton
seeds.

Small and marginal peasants in the country

2189. SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ the number of small and marginal peasants in the country during the
last three years and their contribution to production of food articles in these years
in the country;

(b) how many out of them were compelled to leave agriculture every year in
search of an alternate source of livelihood; and

() how many peasants were forced to commit suicide during the last three
years and how many of them were rich peasants, if any?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Agriculture Census in India is conducted at an
interval of five years to collect data on operational holdings in the country. As per
results (provisional) of the latest Agriculture Census 2010-11, there were 92356335
marginal (below 1.0 hectare) operational holdings and 24705047 small (1.0 - 2.0
hectare) operational holdings in the country.

Details of contribution of small and marginal peasants in the total production
of food articles in the country are not maintained. However, during the last three
years i.e. 2010-11 to 2012-13, total production of food grains in the country has
been estimated respectively at 244.49 million tonnes, 259.29 million tonnes and
255.36 million tonnes (4lh Advance Estimates).

The total number of marginal and small operational holdings in the country
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which was 107623999 (excluding Jharkhand) as per Agriculture Census 2005-06
increased to 117061382, as per the results (provisional) of the Agriculture Census
2010-11.

(€) As per the Report on Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India compiled
by the National Crime Records Bureau, Ministry of Home Affairs, a total of 15964,
14027 and 13754 suicides were committed by self-employed persons in Farming/
Agriculture, including rich peasants, in 2010, 2011 and 2012 respectively, in the
country (Data for the year 2012 excludes the State of West Bengal).

Use of banned pesticides

2190. SHRI PANKAJ BORA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(@ whether Government is aware of the rampant use of banned pesticides
in vegetables and fruits which pose health hazards;

(b) whether Government has plan to detect the level of banned pesticides in
vegetables and fruits periodically; and

(c) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) No, Sir. Government of India is implementing a
Central Sector Scheme "Monitoring of Pesticide Residues at National Level” under
which samples of various food commodities including fruits and vegetables are
analyzed for the presence of pesticide residue. During the period April 2009 to
March. 2013, a total of 54,195 samples of food commodities and irrigated water
were collected and analysed for the possible presence of organo-chlorine, organo-
phosphorous, synthetic pyrethroids, carbamates, herbicides etc. groups of pesticide
residues. Residues were found above maximum residue limit (MRL) in 1085 (2%)
samples. No banned pesticides were detected in any of the samples analysed.

Anti-hail guns for protection of apple crop

2191. SHRI K.C. TYAGI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(@ whether the anti-hail guns installed in apple belt of Shimla in Himachal
Pradesh suffered extensive damage and there was a big question mark over their
effectiveness;
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(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons that the State Government has
decided to continue with anti-hail guns for a year;

() whether Government will provide modern technique to the State
Government to protect the apple crop from hailstorm;

(d) whether Government will remove these guns in near future and provide
antihail nets to the apple growers on subsidised rates; and

(e) whether the State Government had sent any proposal in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (e) As reported by Government of Himachal Pradesh, the
anti hail guns along with radar system installed in apple growing area for
transmitting signals for automatic firing of anti-hail guns was partially damaged due
to heavy snowfall/lightning & thundering. However, the anti-hail guns are being
operated manually. These guns are being allowed by the State department of
horticulture, Government of Himachal Pradesh to use during the fruiting season
2013-14, keeping in view the demand of the local orchardists.

Department of Agriculture & Cooperation constituted a committee comprising
of members from Department of Agriculture & Cooperation, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research, Indian Meteorological Department, Government of Himachal
Pradesh, Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar University of Horticulture & Forestry (UHF)
and representative of apple growers association to assess the effectiveness of the
existing anti hail guns in Himachal Pradesh. Based on the observations of the
committee, Government of Himachal Pradesh has been suggested to take action on
the following points:-

() to designate a Nodal Officer to monitor the existing hail control system;

(i) to provide uninterrupted power supply to the system besides deploying
24X7 manpower at the sites;

(i) to undertake a study by the scientists of UHF, Solan, Himachal Pradesh
and Department of Horticulture jointly; and

(iv) to continue the prevalent method of protecting apple crops from hail by
using anti hail nets.

Anti-hail nets are found to be most suitable to protect fruit crops from hails.
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Under Horticulture Mission for North East and Himalayan States (HMNEH),
assistance is provided for anti-hail nets @50% of the cost of Rs. 20 per sq. m
limited to 5000 sg.m per beneficiary to protect horticulture crops including apple
from hails. In addition, Government of Himachal Pradesh is providing 30% subsidy
to farmers for anti-hail nets.

Promotion of fisheries

t2192. SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is contemplating overall development of fishermen
and promoting fisheries in the country;

(b) if so, the steps taken by Government for upliftment of fishermen and
promotion of fisheries in the country;

(c) the details of funds allocated by Government for growth of fisheries
during the last three years and the current year; and

(d) the steps taken by Government for enhancing the facilities of
production, storage capacity and marketing of fisheries?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a), (b) and (d) Yes, Sir. The Government of India
provides financial assistance to the State Governments for overall development of
fishermen and promoting fisheries through:

(i) Centrally Sponsored Scheme on Development of Inland Fisheries and
Aquaculture;

(i) Centrally Sponsored Scheme on Development of Marine Fisheries,
Infrastructure and Post Harvest Operations;

(i) Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National Scheme of Welfare of
Fishermen;

(iv) Central Sector Scheme on Strengthening of Database and Geographical
Information System for Fisheries Sector.

Besides, the National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB), Hyderabad
established by the Ministry of Agriculture during 2006 also implements various

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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schemes including enhancing production, storage capacity and marketing of
fisheries for promotion of fisheries.

(c) The details of fund released by Government for growth of fisheries
during the last three years and current year is given in Statement.

Statement

Details of fund released for the growth of fisheries during
the last three years and current year

(Rs. in lakh)
Name of Schemes 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
(up to
26.08.2013)
Development of Inland 2294.31 2985.40 314164 1219.62
Fisheries and Aquaculture
Development of Marine 781143 759291 7457.73 174185
Fisheries, Infrastructure and
Post Harvest Operations
National Scheme of 419448 4456.03 3938.47 1559.20
Welfare of Fishermen
Strengthening of Database 888.00 912.00 427.00 58.09
and Geographic Information
System of Fisheries Sector
National Fisheries 9230.00 10800.00 10681.00 4500.00
Development Board
(NFDB)

Shortage of veterinaries

12193. SHRI AVTAR SINGH KARIMPURI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(@ whether there is heavy shortage of veterinaries in the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof and number of veterinarians passing out every
year during the last two years; and

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(c) the steps taken by Government to increase the number of veterinaries in
the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) to (c) As against the estimated requirement of
67200 Veterinary doctors in the country, there are 62345 registered veterinary
practitioners, as per the entries made in the Indian Veterinary Practitioners Register
(IVPR) maintained by \eterinary Council of India.

During the last two years, 2997 \eterinary graduates have been registered in
the IVPR under the Indian Veterinary Council Act, 1984 as reported by \eterinary
Council of India.The detailed break up is as under:

Year Number of Registered graduates
2011-12 1477
2012-13 1520
TotAL 2997

Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Government of India
regulates veterinary practice through Veterinary Council of India(VCI).VCI is
mandated to maintain the Indian Veterinary Practitioners’ Register (IVPR) containing
the names of the persons who posses recognized Veterinary qualification (Degree
in Veterinary Science and Animal Husbandry). \eterinary training and practice is a
State subject. Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries does not
have the mandate to open Veterinary Colleges to meet any shortfall in the
requirement of veterinary doctors in the country. However, as per Indian Veterinary
Council Act, 1984 Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries confers
recognition to veterinary qualifications awarded by veterinary institutions, on the
recommendation of Veterinary Council of India.

Price rise of onion

2194. SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is aware of the unprecedented increase in the prices
of onion and some other vegetables;
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(b) if so, the details of the steps taken by Government to ensure that
people, particularly poor people, get onion at a reasonable price; and

(c) whether Central Government is reluctant to allow onion import due to
ever-falling value of Rupee against the US Dollar?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) The Monthly Wholesale Price Index (WPI) of
vegetables including onions increased from 191.0 in January 2013 to 337.3 in July
2013, while onion WPI increased from 340.0 in January 2013 to 442.6 in July 2013.
Reasons for fluctuations in prices include seasonality of production, perishable
nature of these commodities and mismatch in localized production and demand.
Government has initiated various measures to ensure adequate availability of onion
in the market which include imposing a Minimum Export Price (MEP) of USD 650
PMT (FOB) on onion, import of onion through National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India (NAFED), procurement of onion by NAFED from
mandis for supply to the consumers through its retail outlets and to State marketing
and supply federations etc.

(€) No, Sir. There is no restriction of import on onion.
Implementation of APMC Act

2195. DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ the status of implementation of the Agricultural Produce Marketing
Committee (APMC) Act across the country, State-wise;

(b) whether it is a fact that provisions in certain States make it difficult for
farmers to sell their produce at fair prices by restricting the number of buyers and
not letting farmers free access of markets of their own choice;

(c) if so, the details thereof;
(d) whether corrective steps are being taken in this regard; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) State-wise status of implementation of the Agricultural
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Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) Act across the country is given in
Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) As per the provisions in the present State APMC Acts, wholesale
buyers are mandatorily required to obtain registration/license issued by secretary of
concerned APMC or the Officer authorized there for. This provision acts as a
restriction on the number of buyers, thus, reducing the competition in the market.
Moreover, in certain States, registration of traders/market functionaries is made
conditional to possession of shops/godowns, which further limits the number of
buyers and thereby competition.

In effect, by limiting the number of buyers in APMCs and through licensing
restrictions on processors/exporters farmers get restricted in exercising their choice
of markets.

(d) and (e) Ministry of Agriculture has taken a number of corrective steps to
initiate the reform process in agriculture marketing sector. One of the important
reform initiatives was to formulate the Model APMC Act 2003 to be adopted by
the States/UTs. The Model Act, inter-alia, provides for alternative competitive
marketing choices to the farmers through direct purchase of agriculture produce
from farmers outside the APMC market-yard and sub-market yard and setting up of
markets in private and cooperative sectors including e-markets. many of the States/
UTs have amended their APMC Acts to implement the reforms, State-wise progress
of which is given in Statement-II.

Statement-1

State-wise status of implementation of Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committee (APMC) Act as on 31.7.2013.

Sl.  Status of implementation Name of States/Union Territories
No. of APMC Act

1 2 3
1 States/UTs where APMC Act Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
is implemented Assam, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Goa,

Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya,




98  Written Answers to

[RAJYA SABHA]

Unstarred Questions

3

2 States/UTs which have the
APMC Act, but which is not
implemented

3 States/UTs which do not have

Mizoram, Nagaland, Orissa, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal and UT of Chandigarh and
Puducherry.

Jammu and Kashmir.

Bihar*, Kerala, Manipur, Andaman and

APMC Act Nicobar Islands, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, Daman and Diu and
Lakshadweep.
*APMC Act is repealed w.e.f. 1.9.2006.
Statement-11

State-wise Progress of Reforms in Agricultural Produce Marketing
Committee (APMC) Acts as on 31.7.2013.

SI. No. Stage of Reforms Name of States/Union Territories

1 2 3

1 States/UTs where reforms to Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
APMC Act has been done for Assam, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal
Direct Marketing; Contract Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Farming and Markets in Maharashtra, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Private/Coop Sectors. Orissa, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tripura and

Uttarakhand.

2 States/UTs where reforms to a) Direct Marketing: NCT of Delhi,
APMC Act has been done Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
partially Punjab (In Rule only) and Chandigarh

(In Rule only)

b) Contract Farming: Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab (Separate

Act), Haryana and Chandigarh (Only
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3 States/UTs where there is no
APMC Act and hence not
requiring reforms

4 States/UTs where APMC Act

already provides for the reforms

5 States/UTs where reforms are
not initiated

waiver of market fee and in Rule
only)

c) Private Market: Punjab (In Act
only not in Rule and also not

implemented) and Chandigarh (In Act
only and also not implemented)

Bihar*, Kerala, Manipur, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu and
Lakshadweep.

Tamil Nadu

Meghalaya, Jammu and Kashmir, West
Bengal, Puducherry and Uttar
Pradesh.

* APMC Act is repealed w.e.f. 1.9.2006.

Status of APMC Rules

a)  States where Rules have been framed completely:

Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Orissa, Himachal

Pradesh, Karnataka.

b)  States where Rules have been framed partially:

i) Mizoram only for single point levy of market fee;

ii) Haryana for Contract Farming.

Release of central funds to Chhattisgarh

12196. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@ whether Government of Chhattisgarh has not yet received the Central

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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funds for the year 2013-14 regarding Inland Fishing Industry and Development of
Aguaculture Agency for Development of Fishery, Housing Scheme for fishermen

and Short Duration Savings Sahsaral Programme; and

(b) if so, keeping in view of the fact that against the required Central funds
of Rs. 306.75 lakhs, funds only to the tune of Rs.148.00 lakhs have been
released in the year 2013-14, by when the balance amount would be released to

the State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) During 2013-14, a proposal for the
release of central share of Rs.158.75 lakh under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme-
Development of Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture; and a proposal for the release
of central share of Rs.100 lakh and Rs.48 lakh for construction of houses and
Saving cum Relief respectively, was received under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme-
National Scheme of Welfare of Fishermen from Government of Chhattisgarh. A sum
of Rs.56 lakh has been released as first installment under the Centrally Sponsored
Scheme- Development of Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture and a sum of Rs.50 lakh
was released as first installment for construction of houses and Rs.48 lakh under
Saving cum Relief component. The balance amount is released after the amount

released earlier is utilized and its progress report submitted.
Land degradation

2197. DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANIA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE he

pleased to state:

(@ whether a study by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR-
2005) indicates that out of the total geographical area of the country of 328.73
million hectares about 146.82 million hectares is affected by various kinds of land

degradation;
(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether it is a matter of grave concern;
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(d) how much of the above degraded area has been reclaimed/developed;

and

(e) the present status of degradation/soil erosion/land damage by flood,

State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir. However, as per the latest estimates (NAAS, 2010)
based on harmonized database, around 120.4 M ha of total geographical area of

the country is affected by various kinds of land degradation.

(b) Deforestation, overgrazing, forest encroachment, shifting cultivation,
inappropriate land use and faulty management practices, poor water and nutrient
management, developmental activities like mining and road construction and lack of
adoption of proper soil and water conservation measures are the major causes of

land degradation.
() Yes, Sir.

(d) About 57.61 Mha area has been developed under various watershed
development programmes of Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Rural

Development since inception upto 2011-12.

(e) The present status of various kinds of land degradation (state-wise) is

given in Statement.



[RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

102 Written Answers to

19'SG G901 100 000 9.0 000 00 86 ysapeld [eyoewiH 6
ey 195G FAN 90 200 8T Y00 €0€ eueliey 8
€096T 62T FAN 65'ST 000 'S 100 zrot lerelno A
0L€ w2t FAN 000 €071 000 900 100 209 9
I8VET 8Ly 200 000 e €70 000 e yreBsnreyyd G
aT't6 TLET 200 (040) w0 0T €T 60T Teyig %
8L LSy 000 000 S6'6T 000 01e 99°€Z wessy €
v.'€8 512 000 000 69°LT 000 500 08€ ysspeid [eyoeunty Z
06z 66 6€0 090 100 V6T 9€0 983 ysapeid elypuy T
ot 6 8 L 9 g 4 € z T

91SeM |10S £ U0IS0J3

valy  [elisnpul lios [0S d1pos pabibo| PUIM

ealy  pepesbog  /Buiuin aules p1Y NIV IO puB JaYRM

[eaiydeshosn uonepelfop pue| Jo pupy snollen Aq peidaye ealy Sa1eIS Jo aweN ON IS

(a1e108y UYye Ul ealy) eIpul Ul uolepeaBap pue| Jo Spuly snoleA Ag pslode Bale asIM-9]elS

luswialels



103

Unstarred Questions

[30 August, 2013]

Written Answers to

90°0ET

0T'L

veeve

9g0g9

TL°G8T

8991

80TC

evee

€eee

TL°10€

¥9'80¢€

98'8E

6. T6T

¢l6lL

veae

16'6C

090

ST A (V4

1504

cele

0997

€Tt

4 39A)

89T

9c’l6

S6'0vT

60'9¢

€608

ev'ee

¥6'0¢C

0

000

000

900

800

000

000

000

000

aro

174V]

100

190

120

100

170

000

80

000

1€T

000

000

000

000

1.7

000

120

00

000

000

Ly

850

000

000

€0¢

arat

€Tt

ecor

69T

69°¢

a87

9cve

€60

'L

8.0

¢St

000

¢aT

¢aT

000

000

000

000

000

[74%

V1

000

ST

000

000

6E0

000

000

70

¢so

€00

000

€00

120

120

100

o

€00

900

¥10

veTe

00

16'T0C

0¢€

8C'ee

1€0

000

0L

09T

88

OvET

117

66'2L

187TE

10°0¢

npeN |iwel
wppis
ueyseley
gelund
eysipo
puejefeN
WeJozZIN
eAejeyba
Indiuey
ellyseseyen
ysapeid eAypei
e[eseM
exeleuley]
pueyeye

JILUYSEY] pue nuiuker

Ve

'€

[44

¢

‘0c

()

8T

pA»

T

qar

14’

€T

(4"

i1

o7



Unstarred Questions

[RAJYA SABHA]

104  Written Answers to

('By yxel 6S'STT-ueuiseley pue ey yde| TO0-1eselNO) ey Ude| 09'STT JO UOISOIS puim Aq palodyje eale sapnjoul «

€L°8¢¢ 0,404 9co €Le €6'LT 0L€ 160 L8176 ("ey uolIIN) [eI0L
9c'/8¢c  vOVOCT 89°¢ 6¢'LC 926.1 80°LE are 886 ("ey wfe) reloL
80 000 000 000 000 000 A113yd1puod 'q€
€00 000 000 000 000 000 daampeyse-] e
170 0T 000 0T 000 000 000 000 niq pue ueweq '€
6’0 000 000 000 000 000 IloAeH JefeN pue elpeq 'cE
170 000 000 000 000 000 yJebipueyo TE
8r'l 820 000 000 000 000 000 8¢0 Iyied o€
GZ'8 1.0 000 1.0 000 000 000 000 SPpuejS| JeqodIN pue uewepuy '6¢
GL'88 Ov'1e 00 807 8l 000 evro 125X4" [ebuag 1S9 '8¢
19°8EC SOyl €00 o 000 0cer 9T ¥8'8¢1 ysspeid Jenn 'LC
¥8'9G SEvl 100 000 001 000 G0 6007 pueyxerenn 9
140 808 000 000 60°'L 000 G0 ZA0] endi | 'ac
0] 6 8 L 9 q 1% € 14 T




Written Answers to [30 August, 2013] Unstarred Questions 105

Allotment of DMS booths on compassionate grounds

2198. SARDAR SUKHDEV SINGH DHINDSA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@ the number of DMS milk booths allotted during the last five years on
compassionate grounds to the dependents after death of the concessioner;

(b) the number of such cases pending as on date; and
(c) by when these pending cases are likely to be decided?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) Six DMS milk booths have been allotted during
the last five years on compassionate grounds to the dependents after death of the
concessionaire.

(b) As on date no case is pending for allotment of DMS booth.
(c) Does not arise in view of (b) above.
Increasing desertification and its impact on agriculture

2199. SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has taken note of the increasing desertification and
its impact on agriculture, if so, the details thereof;

(b) whether Government has taken any step to improve the soil health and
its nutrient value; and

(c) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir. As per "Desertification and Land Degradation
Atlas of India, Department of Space, Government of India”, about 25% geographical
area of the country is affected by desertification, which directly impacts the people
in terms of vulnerability to food shortage, natural disasters and depletion of natural
resources.

(b) and (c) With a view to mitigate adverse impact of land degradation/
desertification, increasing the productivity of agricultural land and sustaining
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foodgrain production, Government of India, Ministry of Agriculture is implementing
various Schemes/Programmes, namely; National Project on Organic Farming (NPOF),
National Project on Management of Soil Health and Fertility (NPMSH&F), National
Food Security Mission (NFSM), Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), Integrated
Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM) etc. for promotion of
organic farming and integrated nutrient management through judicious use of
chemical fertilizer, organic manure and bio-fertilizer for improving soil health and its
fertility across the country.

Decline in sugarcane sowing area

2200. SHRI T.M. SELVAGANAPATHI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the area under sugarcane sowing has declined
by 5.24 per cent so far this year;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that farmers have sown sugarcane in 40.30 lakh
hectares as on May 8, 2013 as against 45.54 lakh hectares an year ago; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) As on May 8, 2013, area coverage under
sugarcane was 40.30 lakh hectares as compared to 45.54 lakh hectares an year ago
i.e. a decline of 5.24 lakh hectares. However, as per latest information available as
on August 23, 2013, area coverage under sugarcane now stands at 48.53 lakh
hectares as compared to 50.06 lakh hectares an year ago i.e. a decline of about
1.53 lakh hectares.

Decline in agricultural growth rate

2201. SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the rate of growth of food production has
decreased from 2011-12;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
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(c) whether Government has any plan to increase the rate of growth of

foodgrains production?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) As against growth rate of 6.05% in foodgrains
production in the country during 2011-12 over 2010-11, the growth rate during
2012-13 over 2011-12 has been -1.51%.

(€) In order to increase the production and rate of growth of production of
foodgrains in the country, Government is implementing a number of Crop
Development Schemes and Programmes, namely; National Food Security Mission
(NFSM), Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM),
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) etc. through State Governments. A new
initiative under NFSM viz. Accelerated Pulses Production Programme (A3P) in the
form of block demonstrations has been started in 16 pulses growing States of the
country. During 2010-11, a new programme viz. Bringing Green Revolution in Eastern

India has also been initiated under RKVY.
Price fixation of sugarcane

2202. SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAI:
SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether CACP has recommended a fair and remunerative price of Rs.210

per quintal for sugarcane; and
(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b)
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) has recommended a fair and
remunerative price (FRP) of Rs.210 per quintal for sugarcane for the sugar season
2013-14, linked to a basic recovery rate of 9.5% subject to a premium of Rs.2.21
for every 0.1 percentage increase in recovery above that level. The

recommendation has been accepted by the Government.
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Cloud seeding

2203. SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAI:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@ whether some States have planned cloud seeding to stem crisis; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and its status in each State, particularly in
Andhra Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Many States including Karnataka,
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh have undertaken cloud seeding
operations in the past by engaging private organizations and these operations were
funded by the respective State Governments.

As of now, artificial rain making techniques involving cloud seeding cannot be
used for bringing rain clouds to rainfall deficit/drought areas. Such efforts can only
induce potential preexisting clouds, already passing over a given place, to produce
rain only if organized weather modification intervention becomes successful.

Linking of MSP with inflation

2204. SHRIMATI KUSUM RAI:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government proposes to link Minimum Support Price (MSP) for
agricultural produce with inflation; and

(b) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) No, Sir. The estimates of cost of cultivation/
cost of production, which is an important input for forming the recommendation of
MSP, include all actual expenses in cash and kind incurred in production by the
farmer. Moreover, CACP tracks the movement in prices of all factor inputs to arrive
at the estimates of the cost of production for the year for which minimum support
price policy is formulated.
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Use of bio-products to control pests

2205. SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that some bio-product manufacturers are selling
several products in the name of Amino Acids, Sea Weed Extract, herbal extracts,
plant extracts and enzymes etc. to control pests and promote plant growth;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the use of bio-products, apart from causing risk to human
beings, results in financial loss in certain cases due to increased cost of cultivation
and sometimes crop loss to the farmers; and

(d) if so, the action taken/being taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Insecticides Act, 1968 is applicable to all the insecticides, pesticides
and fungicides which are defined under Section 3(e) of the Act and are listed in
the schedule of the Act. Registration Committee constituted U/s 5 of the Insecticide
Act 1968 registers pesticide including biopesticides, botanical pesticides and Plant
Growth Regulator (PGR) for use in the country. So far three botanical pesticides
viz. Azadirachtin (Neem Based) Pyrethrum & Cymbopogan have been registered in
different formulation is given in Statement (See below).

As seaweeds/seaweed extract, Amino Acids and the like are not included in
the said schedule, these products are not covered under the Insecticides Act 1968.

(c) and (d) If bio-products registered under the Insecticides Act, 1968 are
used as per the approved label claims, then no risk to human beings or financial
loss is likely to accrue. Government of Haryana has prohibited sale of bioproducts,
and the decision has been challenged in the Punjab and Haryana High Court. The
High Court has directed laboratory evaluation of bio-products. Further, it is
mentioned that the registration of botanical pesticides such as neem based
pesticides is done after evaluation of efficacy and safety data, generated on all
important parameters as laid down in the guidelines of the Registration Committee,
constituted under Section 5 of the Insecticides Act, 1968. The functionaries of the
Central and State Governments impart training to the farmers on judicious use of
insecticides including that of botanical pesticides.
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Statement
Botanical pesticides registered under the Insecticides Act, 1968

Neem based

(1) Azadirachtin 0.03% EC

(@) Azadirachtin 0.15% EC

(3) Azadirachtin 0.3% EC

(4) Azadirachtin 0.5% EC

() Azadirachtin 1% EC

(6) Azadirachtin 5% EC

(7)  Azadirachtin 25% EC
Cymbopogan

(1) Cymbopogan 20% EC
Pyrethrum (Pyrethrin)

(1) Pyrethrum extract 2% Tech.

(2) Pyrethrum extract Refined 25%

(3) Pyrethrum extract Oleo Resin 25%

(4 Pyrethrum 0.05% w/w (HH)

(6) Pyrethrum 0.2% (HH)

(6) Pyrethrum 10% (HH)

(7) Pyrethrum 0.4% Mat

(8) Pyrethrum 0.2% Caoil

(9) Pyrethrum 0.3% Agarbatti

MSP of cotton

2206. SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that cotton farmers are demanding MSP of cotton at
Rs.5000 in view of input costs;
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(b) whether it is also a fact that CACP has recommended an increase of
just Rs. 100 and fixed it at Rs.4,000;

(c) if so, how his Ministry thinks that cotton farmers would survive with a
meager increase of just Rs.100; and

(d) the efforts his Ministry is making to accept the demand of cotton
farmers in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Government received various representations for
enhancing Minimum Support Price (MSP) of cotton. Details of MSP for cotton
recommended by various State Governments for 2013-14 season are as under:

(Rs. per Quintal)

States Cotton Long Long Medium
staple organic staple staple
Andhra Pradesh 7158 6675
Gujarat 4100-4600 3900-4400
Haryana 4200
Himachal Pradesh 3900 3600
Madhya Pradesh 4200
Odisha 5000 4500
Punjab 4674
Rajasthan 4500
Tamil Nadu 4500 4000

(b) Yes, Sir. The Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) has
recommended to fix the MSP of two basic varieties of Cotton of Medium Staple
Length and Long Staple Length at Rs.3700 per quintal and Rs.4000 per quintal,
respectively for 2013-14 season, with an increase of Rs.100 per quintal for each
variety.

(c) and (d) In order to ensure remunerative prices to the growers of
agricultural commodities, the Government of India, on the recommendation of the
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP), announces the Minimum
Support Prices (MSPs) for various notified agricultural commodities including cotton.
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While recommending the MSPs for various agricultural commodities including
Cotton, the CACP holds consultations with different stakeholders including farmer
representatives and considers a number of important factors which include cost of
production, changes in input prices, input/output price parity, trends in market
prices, demand-supply situation, inter crop price parity, trends in market prices,
demand-supply situation, inter crop price parity etc. While fixing the MSP for
Cotton, the Government of India has also taken into account the views of the
State Governments, Central Ministries and such other relevant factors which are
considered important for the fixation of Minimum Support Prices.

For 2013-14 season, weighted average cost of production for cotton at all-
India level was estimated at Rs.3533 per quintal. Taking into account these costs
and other relevant factors, Government of India has already increased the MSP for
medium staple from Rs.3600 per quintal in 2012-13 to Rs.3700 per quintal in 2013-14.
Similarly for long staple it has been increased from Rs.3900 per quintal in 2012-13
to Rs.4000 per quintal in 2013-14. Minimum Support Price (MSP) is in the nature of
a minimum guaranteed price for the farmers offered by the Government for their
produce in case of market prices fall below cost of production. If the market offers
higher price than the MSP, the farmers are free to sell their produce at market
price.

The Government organizes purchase operations through its designated
agencies i.e., Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) and the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd. (NAFED) for undertaking
procurement operations under Price Support Scheme (PSS) as and when the market
prices fall below the MSPs fixed by the Government. These Nodal agencies remain
active in the market from the day one of the beginning till the end of cotton
season to ensure remunerative prices to the cotton farmers.

Jan Aushadhi stores

t2207. DR. ANIL KUMAR SAHANI: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has formulated any plan for making the generic
drugs available to common people;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(c) the State-wise details of the number of Jan Aushadhi stores opened by
Government so far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) For making available low-cost
quality generic medicines at affordable prices to common people, the Government
launched Jan Aushadhi Campaign in November, 2008 by way of opening up of Jan
Aushadhi Drug Stores. Since November, 2008, 157 Jan Aushadhi Stores have been
opened in various parts of the country so far, out of which 93 are functional. A
New Business Plan has been designed particularly to address the shortcomings
and challenges identified in scaling up the activities. Under the new Plan, the
process of identification of operating agencies has now been simplified and entities
other than those identified by the State Governments are also proposed to be
appointed as Stores operating agencies for running the Jan Aushadhi. As per the
new Plan, societies/ trusts/ unemployed pharmacists / entrepreneurs etc would be
eligible for appointment as operating agencies. Stores would now be opened even
outside the hospital premises. Basket of drugs has now been widened to 361 drugs
covering all therapeutic categories. It is now proposed to open 3000 stores during
the Twelfth Five Year Plan.

(c) The State-wise details of the number of Jan Aushadhi stores opened by
Government is given in Statement.

Statement

List of Jan Aushadhi Stores opened so far (as on 31.07.2013)

Sl. No. State District Date of opening
1 2 3 4

1 Punjab (24) Amritsar 25.11.08

2 Mohali 23.02.09

3 Bhatinda 02.03.09

4 Ludhiana 17.06-09/08.09.11
5 Jallandhar 17.06-09

6 Patiala 29.06.09
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7 Moga 30.06.09
8 Faridkot 30.06.09
9 Ferozpur 04.09.09
10 Mansa 12.09.09
u Sangrur 01.10.09
12 Barnala 01.10.09
13 Fatehgarh Sahib* 28.10.09
14 Roop Nagar (Ropar)* 03.12.09
15 Nava sahar (Sahid Bhagat Singh Nagar) 03.12.09
16 Hoshiarpur 11.12.09
17 Taran Taran 13.12.09
18 Muktsar 18.12.09/re-opened |
on 05.09.2011
19 Gurdaspur 29.12.09
20 Kapurthala 31.12.09
21 Civil Hospital, Pathankot 09.05.11
Civil Hospital, Abohar 301111
23 Civil Hospital, Nabha District, Patiala 03.04.12
24 Civil Hospital, Jalalabad, Ferozpur 31.05.13
25 Delhi (4) Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi 05.02.09
26 Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital, 13.11.09
Shahdara
27 Deen Dayal Upadhayay Hospital, 11.02.10

Hari Nagar
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1 2 3 4
28 Delhi Consumer Cooperative Store, 04.06.13
Moti Nagar
29 Haryana (4) # Gurgaon ** 20.02.09
30 Punchkula 23.02.09
A Faridabad ** 05.08.09
32 Yamuna Nagar** 29.08.09
3 Rajasthan(53)@ Kanwatia Hospital, Jaipur 27.02.09
A Jaipuriya Hospital, Jaipur 01.06.09
3H Alwar 05.06.09
36 Sawai Madhopur 25.08.09
37 Sriganganagar-I 26.03.10
3 Sriganganagar-11 26.03.10
Udaipur 28.03.10
40 Banswara 05.04.10
41 Jhalawad 15.04.10
42 Keshorao Patan 20.04.10
Bundi 30.04.10
44 Bhawani Mandi 01.05.10
Jalore 01.05.10
46 Khanpur (Jhalawad) 02.05.10
47 Churu 03.05.10
48 Jhujhunu 04.05.10
49 Rajgarh (Alwar) 06.05.10
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1 2 3 4
50 Byawar 08.05.10
51 Hanumangarh 14.05.10
52 Sunel (Jhalawad) 16.05.10
Rampura (Kota 1) 25.05.10
54 MBM Hospital (Kota 2) 25.05.10
Rajsamand 27.05.10
56 Bhilwara 01.06.10
57 Pali 02.06.10
58 Onsiya (Jodhpur) 05.06.10
59 Dungarpur 06.06.10
60 Mandore, Jodhpur 06.06.10
61 Sagwara 06.06.10
62 Tonk 1 12.06.10
Niwahi (Tonk 2) 12.06.10
Bikaner 21.06.10
Partapgarh 06.07.10
66 Bijay Nagar 07.07.10
67 Barmer (Ajmer) 09.07.10
68 Dausa 10.07.10
69 Hanumangarh 13.07.10
70 Bharatpur 20.08.10
71 Malpura (Tonk) 28.08.10
72 Lalsoth 01.09.10
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73 Sirohi 14.09.10
74 Sikar-1 18.10.10
IE Sikar-2 18.10.10
76 Bandi Kui 14.11.10
7 Medical College, Kota 3 011210
78 Neem Ka Thana 04.12.10
79 Jaisalmer 15.12.10
80 Sojat City-1 12.01.11
81 Sojat City-2 12.01.11
82 Ajmer 28.02.11
83 Bhindar 28.02.11
34 Dholpur 15.06.11
85 Baran 13.07.11
86 Andhra Pradesh(3) Visakhapatnam Port Trust Hospital 12.12.09
87 Nizam's Institute of Medical 05.03.10
Sciences, (NIMS) Hyderabad **
38 Uppal Industrial Employees 29.07.10
Healthcare Centre, Uppal **
89 Odisha (21) Capital Hospital, Bhubaneswar 06.03.10
0 Red Cross Bhavan, Unit-1X, 06.03.10
Bhubaneswar
a District HQ Hospital, Khordha 06.03.10
R District HQ Hospital, Dhenkanal 25.03.10




118 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions
1 2 3 4
3 District HQ Hospital, Koraput 11.06.10
A District HQ Hospital, Angul 09.07.10
95 District HQ Hospital, Nabrangpur 15.08.10
9% District HQ Hospital, Baragarh 03.10.10
97 District HQ Hospital, Nayagarh 26.03.11
9% District HQ Hospital, Berhampur 11.04.11
9 District HQ Hospital, Jajpur 13.04.11
100 District HQ Hospital, Puri 19.04.11
101 District HQ Hospital, Naupada 30.04.11
102 District HQ Hospital, Baripada 12.05.11
Mayurbhanj
103 District HQ Hospital, Balasore 28.04.12
104 District HQ Hospital, Jeypore 15.09.12
105 District HQ Hospital, Bhawanipatana 011212
106 District HQ Hospital, Phulbani 22.02.13
107 District HQ Hospital, Bhadrak 08.03.13
108 District HQ Hospital, Keonjhar 19.03.13
109 District HQ Hospital, Malkangiri 01.06.13
110 West Bengal (3) M.R. Bangar Hospital, Kolkata # 25.08.10
11 N.R.S. Medical College & 25.08.10
Hospital, Kolkata #

112 Howrah District Hospital, Howrah # 10.08.11
113 Uttrakhand (5) Doon Hospital, Dehradun 09.11.09
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114 Roorkee*** 27.11.09
115 Rishikesh 07.03.13
116 Vikash Nagar 07.0313
17 Sahaspur 07.0313
118 Chandigarh (3) PGIMER, Chandigarh 16.11.09
119 Government Medical College 04.08.10
Hospital, Sector-32
120 Multi-Specialty Hospital, Sector -16 020211
121 Jammu and Red Cross Building, Exchange Road, 09.05.11
Kashmir (3) Srinagar.
122 District Hospital, Leh 09.01.12
123 MMAB hospital, Anantnag 01.05.12
124 Himachal Indira Gandhi Medical College, 18.05.11
Pradesh (10) Shimla

126 Zonal Hospital, Mandi 18.06.11
126 Civil Hospital, Una 250711
127 Zonal Hospital, Tanda 19.08.11
128 Zonal Hospital, Dharamshala 30.08.11
129 Civil Hospital, Solan 09.11.11
130 Regional Hospital, Chamba 181111
131 DDU Zonal Hospital, Shimla 07.1211
143 Regional Hospital, Hamirpur 01.04.12
133 Zonal Hospital, Kullu 19.03.2012/09.05.2012
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134 Jharkhand (24) District Hospital, Sahibganj 15.08.2012
135 District Hospital, Latehar 15.08.2012
136 District Hospital, Jamtara 15.08.2012
137 District Hospital, RIIMS Ranchi 22.08.2012
138 District Hospital, Simdega 23.08.2012
139 District Hospital, Gumla 29.08.2012
140 District Hospital, Chatra 15.08.2012
141 District Hospital, Godda 16.08.2012
142 District Hospital, Ranchi 22.08.2012
143 District Hospital, Dhanbad 31.08.2012
144 District Hospital, Bokaro 15.08.2012
145 District Hospital, Saraikela 15.08.2012
146 District Hospital, Dumka 21.08.2012
147 District Hospital, Lohardaga 31.08.2012
148 District Hospital, Chaibasa 25.09.2012
149 District Hospital, Giridih 09.09.2012
150 District Hospital, Khuti 28.08.2012
151 District Hospital, Ramgarh 31.08.2012
152 District Hospital, Palamu 21.09.2012
153 District Hospital, Deogarh 15.08.2012
154 District Hospital, Hazaribagh 31.08.2012
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1 2 3 4

155 District Hospital, Pakur 05.10.2012
156 District Hospital, Garhwa 15.10.2012
157 District Hospital, Koderma 09.01.2013

* In Punjab, two stores at Fatehgarh Sahib and Roop Nagar are non-functional due to
administrative reasons.

** |In Haryana, three Jan Aushadhi Stores at Faridabad, Gurgaon and Yamuna Nagar and
also Jan Aushadhi Store at NIMS and UPPAL, Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh are non-
functional due to administrative reasons.

*** In Uttrakhand, Jan Aushadhi Store at Roorkee is temporarily non-functional due to

administrative reasons.

@ In the case of Rajasthan, as per the latest Health Policy of the Government of
Rajasthan, free medicines are being given to all the in-patients as well as out-patients
visiting the State Government Hospitals for treatment w.e.f. 2" October, 2011. Accordingly,
the State Government has since converted all the existing 53 JASs in the State, besides
opening new outlets for free distribution centers for medicines. The matter regarding
functioning of JASs in the State has been taken up with the MD, Rajasthan Medical
Services Corporation, Government of Rajasthan.

# In the case of West Bengal, as per the latest message received from the operating
agencies, the State Government has directed them to close the Jan Aushadhi sales from
there and are contemplating to run fair price stores for sale of medicines from such

outlets.
Revival of FCI'S Talcher fertilizer factory

2208. SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether FCI's Talcher fertilizer factory is being revived;

(b) if so, the details thereof, and the total amount of investment required for
the purpose; and

(¢) by when it will start commercial production?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (c) Yes, Sir. The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs (CCEA) had in August, 2011 approved the Draft Rehabilitation
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Scheme (DRS) for revival of all the Units of FCIL, including Talcher Fertilizer Plant.
DRS envisaged revival of Talcher Unit by the consortium of M/s. Rashtriya
Chemical & Fertilizers Limited (RCF), M/s Coal India Limited (CIL) and M/s Gas
Authority of India Limited (GAIL). Recently, CCEA in its meeting held on 9.5.2013,
inter-alia, approved waiver of Government of India loan and interest of Fertilizer
Corporation of India Limited (FCIL) to facilitate FCIL to arrive at positive net
worth. This enabled FCIL to get de-registered from the purview of Board For
Industrial and Financial reconstruction (BIFR). Talcher project involves setting up
3850 MTPD Urea plant and 1000MTPD of Ammonium Nitrate plant with an
estimated cost of Rs. 9000 core. No time schedule has been fixed as yet, however,
it takes normally around three years to fully operationalise a urea plant from its
zero date.

Shortage of fertilizers

2209. SHRI VIVEK GUPTA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether there has been a shortage in fertilizer supply vis-a-vis its
demand, in any region, particularly in West Bengal in the last financial year;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the measures taken by Government to address such shortage in supply
of fertilizer in each State;

(d) the prices of various fertilizers in the country during the last three
years;

(e) the measures taken by Government to control the price rise of fertilizers;
and

() the demand as projected by the Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation regarding availability and sale of various fertilizers in West Bengal, in
the current financial year?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (c) and (f) A statement showing
State-wise requirement, availability and sales of fertilizers including West Bengal
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during the last financial year (2012-13) and current financial year 2013-14 (upto July,

2013) is given in Statement-1 (See below).

As can be seen from the Statement-1 that Availability of fertilizers in West

Bengal has been comfortable.

(d) and (e) For Urea, the MRP in all the States, since 2003 was Rs. 4830/-
per MT, which was increased to Rs. 5310/- per MT w. e. f. 1st April, 2010. With
effect from Ol1st November, 2012, the price of urea is fixed at Rs. 5360 per tonne
(exclusive of the central excise duty, central sales tax, countervailing duty, the sales

tax and other local taxes wherever levied)

For P & K fertilizers, it has been made mandatory for the fertilizers
companies (manufacturers/importers) of P&K fertilizer to submit certified cost data
along with their subsidy claims to examine and ensure that the MRPs fixed by the
companies are reasonable. While announcing subsidy rates for 2013-14, Government
has also notified the indicative MRPs of P&K fertilizers and the amount to be
reduced by the fertilizer companies from then prevailing prices, so as to check and

ensure that the prices are fixed reasonably.

The distribution of fertilizers to the farmers within the state at fair price is the
responsibility of the concerned states. State Governments under the extant
provisions of Fertilizer Control Order (FCO), 1985 are adequately empowered to take
preventive/punitive actions against the offenders who indulge in Black-Marketing/

Breach of Price/Tagging etc.

Through Web based information system i.e. Fertilizer Monitoring System
(FMS), DOF is monitoring movement of fertilizer across the country and through
FMS it has been extended up to retailer's level. Every company is required to feed
MRP of fertilizers in FMS.

A state showing the per Kg. NBS rates for nutrients NPKS from 2011-12 to
2013-14 is given in Statement-II.
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Statement-1

State-wise Requirement, Availability and Sales of Fertilizers
during 2012-13 to 2013-14 (upto July, 2013)

State Year Urea DAP

Require- Availability Sales  Require- Availability

ment ment

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Andaman and 2012-13 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Nicobar Islands

2013-14 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00
Andhra Pradesh 2012-13 32.50 29.39 28,51 12.30 6.80

2013-14 8.50 8.57 8.36 450 1.88
Arunachal 2012-13 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00
Pradesh

2013-14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Assam 2012-13 3.15 2.62 2.62 0.65 0.38

2013-14 0.96 0.86 0.76 0.17 0.12
Bihar 2012-13 2150 21.10 21.01 5.00 5.65

2013-14 5.70 5.29 5.07 1.80 0.73
Chandigarh 2012-13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

2013-14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Chhattisgarh 2012-13 6.90 7.26 7.06 312 2.50

2013-14 3.50 3.66 3.56 1.36 1.38
Dadra and 2012-13 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Nagar Haveli

2013-14 0.01 0.01 0.07 0.01 0.01
Daman and Diu 2012-13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

2013-14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Delhi 2012-13 0.07 0.02 0.02 0.05 0.00

2013-14 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00
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Statement-1

State-wise Requirement, Availability and Sales of Fertilizers
during 2012-13 to 2013-14 (upto July, 2013)

125

MOP NPK
Sales Require- Availability Sales Require- Availability Sales
ment ment
8 9 10 u 12 13 14
0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00
6.48 6.60 335 314 22.50 18.16 17.59
151 150 0.72 0.56 6.99 3.63 3.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.33 150 0.61 0.58 0.23 0.06 0.06
0.04 040 0.38 0.27 0.05 0.02 0.02
541 230 115 114 3.65 3.03 3.00
0.38 0.65 0.59 0.34 140 0.33 0.22
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.15 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
233 127 0.68 0.66 175 117 104
125 0.50 0.57 0.33 0.%4 0.60 0.54
0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.05 0.00 0.00
0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 .0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0*31 0.00 0.00
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Goa 2012-13 0.07 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.02
2013-14 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01
Gujarat 2012-13 2375 1950 19.24 8.80 421
2013-14 745 6.47 6.23 240 125
Harayana 2012-13 20.00 2101 20.34 7.20 7.23
2013-14 6.60 6.41 5.88 1.80 0.86
Himachal Pradesh 2012-13 0.65 0.65 0.65 0.00 0.00
2013-14 0.30 0.32 031 0.00 0.00
Jammu and 2012-13 1.46 150 144 0.85 0.55
Kashmir
2013-14 0.55 0.49 044 0.29 0.25
Jharkhand 2012-13 2.70 198 198 125 0.54
2013-14 115 0.72 0.69 0.37 0.15
Karnataka 2012-13 15.00 14.64 14.46 8.90 419
2013-14 4.38 4.95 477 345 225
Kerala 2012-13 205 1.36 1.36 0.45 0.30
2013-14 0.73 051 0.49 0.14 0.14
Lakshadweep 2012-13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
2013-14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Madhya Pradesh  2012-13 18.50 19.48 1891 11.50 11.74
2013-14 458 6.00 5.57 3.53 255
Maharashtra 2012-13 28.00 2340 292 15.60 6.97
2013-14 10.33 11.22 10.64 6.33 220
Manipur 2012-13 0.48 0.21 0.21 012 0.00
2013-14 0.24 0.09 0.09 0.03 0.00
Megalaya 2012-13 0.08 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.00
2013-14 0.03 0.02 0.00 0.02 0.00
Mizoram 2012-13 011 0.04 0.04 0.06 0.00

2013-14 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.00
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8 9 10 1 12 13 14
0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.08 0.03 0.03
0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00
3.95 2.00 0.83 0.79 5.55 4.69 4.58
0.72 0.48 0.35 0.30 184 149 115
6.87 0.75 021 021 0.98 0.26 0.26
0.51 0.18 0.08 0.08 0.20 0.02 0.00
0.00 0.07 0.07 0.07 0.46 0.17 0.17
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.08 0.04 0.04
0.50 0.35 0.18 0.16 0.00 0.00 0.00
021 0.05 0.05 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00
054 0.35 0.03 0.03 129 0.26 0.26
0.08 0.10 0.03 0.00 0.28 0.10 0.08
404 5.65 2.76 267 14.40 9.67 9.40
187 178 106 0.88 431 349 2.98
0.25 194 0.89 0.88 251 161 153
0.09 0.70 0.32 0.29 0.90 0.49 0.37
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
11.07 140 0.86 0.85 434 251 2.33
181 0.77 0.37 0.20 152 0.80 0.57
6.59 6.25 3.24 3.14 19.00 13.28 12.80
178 2.00 155 124 6.32 4.85 4.25
0.00 0.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Nagaland 2012-13 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00
2013-14 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Orissa 2012-13 6.50 541 5.26 2.75 150
2013-14 210 175 170 113 0.82
Pondicherry 2012-13 0.31 0.19 0.19 0.09 0.02
2013-14 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.01 0.00
Punjab 2012-13 26.40 29.05 2843 8.80 9.10
2013-14 11.50 9.81 9.22 2.80 0.85
Rajasthan 2012-13 17.25 18.91 18.46 7.60 6.33
2013-14 4.05 4.00 3.61 162 124
Sikkim 2012-13 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
2013-14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Tamil Nadu 2012-13 11.50 9.36 9.28 4.55 244
2013-14 2.75 2.24 2.24 112 0.60
Tripura 2012-13 0.51 0.19 0.17 0.06 0.02
2013-14 0.23 0.06 0.04 0.02 0.00
Uttar Pradesh 2012-13 60.00 63.31 62.56 18.15 2167
2013-14 19.00 18.38 16.54 540 2.66
Uttaranchal 2012-13 245 251 245 0.35 0.28
2013-14 105 111 111 0.16 0.08
West Bengal 2012-13 13.50 14.02 13.87 5.25 434
2013-14 3.02 3.03 2.57 136 0.51
TotaL : 2012-13 315.44 307.25 301.58 123.58 96.80

2013-14 98.90 96.11 90.10 39.89 2054
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8 9 10 1 12 13 14
0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
144 2.00 0.75 0.75 3.97 2.36 2.29
0.69 0.56 0.44 0.36 185 0.68 0.59
0.02 0.09 0.02 0.02 0.30 0.13 0.13
0.00 0.07 0.01 0.01 0.05 0.03 0.02
8.71 106 0.35 0.35 148 0.44 0.42
0.50 0.20 0.15 0.14 0.30 0.05 0.03
5.93 0.48 0.15 0.15 166 0.84 0.84
0.88 0.07 0.00 0.00 043 0.06 0.04
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0*00 0.00 0.00
2.33 5.55 218 217 6.82 5.89 571
043 119 0.64 0.61 172 115 105
0.02 0.17 0.06 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00
0.00 0.05 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
20.85 3.50 147 131 1148 6.73 6.62
113 0.60 034 0.29 3.50 0.84 0.49
0.27 0.10 0.04 0.04 0.57 0.33 0.32
0.05 0.04 0.00 0.00 0.25 0.12 0.07
4.25 4.25 218 2.16 8.28 8.01 7.90
0.35 0.73 0.78 0.68 2.70 164 125
92.22 47.82 22.07 21.34 111.39 79.64 71.29
14.30 12.65 8.44 6.61 35.69 2043 16.76
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Statement-11

Per Kg NBS rates for nutrients NPKS from 2011-12 to 2013-14:

NBS rates (Rs. per Kg)

Nutrients 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
'N' (Nitrogen) 27153 24.000 20.875
'P' (Phosphate) 32.338 21.804 18679
'K' (Potash) 26.756 24.000 18.833
'S' (Sulphur) 1677 1677 1677
SI. No.  Fertilizer Grades(FG) 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

(NPKS nutrient)

1 2 3 4 5

1 DAP (18-46-0-0) 19763 14350 12350
2. MAP (11-52-0-0) 19803 13978 12009
3 TSP (0-46-0-0) 14875 10030 8592
4. MOP (0-0-60-0) 16054 14400 11300
5. SSP (0-16-0-11) 5359 3676 3173
6. 16-20-0-13 11030 8419 7294
7. 20-20-0-13 12116 9379 8129
8. 20-20-0-0 11898 9161 7911
) 23-23-0-0 (upto 22.6.2012) 13686 10535 -
10. 28-28-0-0 16657 12825 11075
11 10-26-26-0 18080 14309 11841
12, 12-32-16-0 17887 13697 11496

13. 14-28-14-0 16602 12825 10789
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1 2 3 4 5
14. 14-35-14-0 18866 14351 12097
15. 15-15-15-0 12937 10471 8758
16. 17-17-17-0 14662 11867 9926
17. 19-19-19-0 16387 13263 110%
18. Ammonium Sulphate (20.6-0-0-23) 5979 5330 4686
19. 16-16-16-0 (we.f. 1.7.2010) 13800 11169 9342
20. 15-15-159 (we.f. 1.10.2010) 13088 10622 8909
21 24-24-0-0(we.f. 1.10.2010 to 29.5.12) 14278 10993 9493
22. DAP Litef 16-44-0-0) 18573 13434 11559

(wef 12. 2011)
23 DAP Lite - Il (14-46-0-0) 18677 13390

(for one year we.f. 30.8.2011)
24, MAP Lite (11-44-0-0) (for one 17276 12234

year we.f. 30.8.2011)
25. 13-33-0-6 (for one year w.e.f. 14302 10416

30.8.2011)
26. 18-46-0-4 12350*

*under subsidy scheme till 7th Nov., 2013.

Likely fall in drug prices

12210. DR. YOGENDRA P. TRIVEDI: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND

FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether prices of essential medicines are likely to fall following the

announcement of new national policy regarding medicines; and

(b) if so, the details of those medicines along with the effective date of

decrease in price?

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) After the announcement of
National Pharmaceuticals Pricing Policy - 2012, Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013
(DPCO, 2013) was notified on 15.05.2013. As per the provisions of DPCO, 2013 all
the existing manufacturers of scheduled formulations, selling the branded or generic
or both the versions of scheduled formulations at a price higher than the ceiling
price (plus local taxes as applicable) so fixed and notified by the Government under
DPCO, 2013, shall revise the prices of all such formulations downward not
exceeding the ceiling price (plus local taxes as applicable). All the existing
manufacturers of scheduled formulations, selling the branded or generic or both the
versions of scheduled formulations at a price lower than the ceiling price (plus
local taxes as applicable) so fixed and notified by the Government shall maintain
their existing maximum retail price. Further, as per the provisions of DPCO, 2013
the manufacturers shall have to implement the notified ceiling price within a period
of 45 (forty five) days from the date of notification. NPPA has notified the ceiling
prices for 300 essential medicines. In all .these cases, prices have reduced
significantly as compared to highest price of that particular medicine as per data
furnished by IMS-Health.

Sale of medicines at more than the fixed price

t2211. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
has found that about 1,000 drug manufacturing companies in the country are guilty
of selling medicines at more than the fixed prices;

(b) if so, the facts in this regard; and

(c) whether any action has been taken by Government against these
companies so that these companies may not exploit the consumers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) There are 970 cases as on 31.07.2013
where pharmaceutical companies have been found to be selling some of the
scheduled medicines to the consumers at a price higher than the price notified by
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA).

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) and (c) Action for recovery of the overcharged amount has been taken as
per the provisions of Drugs (Price Control) Order, 1995 (DPCO, 1995). Demand
notices have been issued to the pharmaceutical companies amounting to Rs.
2902.22 crore for selling the medicines at a price higher than the price fixed by
NPPA, out of which, Rs. 253.43 crore has been recovered till 31.07.2013. However,
in some cases, the demands raised for overcharging have been challenged in courts
and as of now about 94% of the total outstanding amount i.e. Rs.2648.79 crore is
under litigation. These court cases are being handled by the Law Officers and
Central Government Counsels. NPPA is actively pursuing these court cases and is
in constant touch with the Government Counsels. Where the demand raised by
NPPA has not been challenged in the court and the concerned company does not
deposit the amount of demand within the time granted, the matter is referred to the
respective Collector for recovery of the overcharged amount as arrears of land
revenue under Essential Commodities Act, 1955.

Popularizing generic medicines

2212. SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ how far Government is successful in popularizing generic medicines;

(b) whether the Ministry has issued any instructions to doctors to prescribe
generic medicines; and

(c) the steps taken by Government to keep rates of branded medicines
within control?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) For making available low-cost quality
generic medicines at affordable prices to all, the Government launched Jan Aushadhi
Campaign in November, 2008 by way of opening up of Jan Aushadhi Drug Stores.
Since November, 2008, 157 Jan Aushadhi Stores have been opened in various parts
of the country, out of which 93 are functional. A New Business Plan has been
designed particularly to address the shortcomings and challenges identified in
scaling up the activities. Under the new Plan, the process of identification of
operating agencies has now been simplified and entities other than those identified
by the State Governments are also proposed to be appointed as operating agencies
for running the Jan Aushadhi Stores. As per the new Plan, societies/ trusts/
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unemployed pharmacists / entrepreneurs etc. would be eligible for appointment as
operating agencies. Stores would now be opened even outside the hospital
premises. Basket of drugs has now been widened to 361 drugs covering all
therapeutic categories.

(b) Wherever Jan Aushadhi Stores have been opened, the concerned State
Governments are issuing instructions/guidelines to their Doctors in the Government
Hospitals to prescribe generic medicines. Similar instructions are also reported to
have been issued by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare to the Doctors to
prescribe medicines in generic names.

(c) All the existing manufactures of scheduled formulations, selling the
branded or generic or both the versions of scheduled formulations at a price higher
than the ceiling price (plus local taxes as applicable) so fixed and notified by the
Government, shall revise the prices of all such formulations downward not
exceeding the ceiling price (plus local taxes as applicable). All the existing
manufactures of scheduled formulations, selling the branded or generic or both the
versions of scheduled formulations at a price lower than the ceiling price (plus
local taxes as applicable) so fixed and notified by the Government shall maintain
their existing maximum retail price. National Pricing Policy Authority (NPPA) has so
far notified the ceiling prices for 300 formulations as per the provision of DPCO,
2013.

Supply of urea by OMIFCO

2213. SHRI AMBETH RAJAN: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether supply of urea by JV entity namely 'Oman India Fertilizer
Company (OMIFCO) will help the Government in meeting the local demand of urea
which is estimated to be around 336.77 LMT by the end of Twelfth Five Year
Plan; and

(b) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) Yes Sir, Government of India
(GOI) has entered into a long Term Urea Off Take Agreement (UOTA) with
OMIFCO to lift its entire production of urea in the first fifteen years of its
production. The commercial production of the company commenced w.e.f.14th July
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2005. Import of urea for direct agriculture use is made on Government account to
bridge the gap between assessed demand and indigenous production. At present
around 8 million MT of urea is being imported per annum on Government account.
The rated capacity of OMIFCO plant is 1.652 million MTs granular urea per annum.
The present annual production of the company is around 2 million MT. The
production up to the rated capacity is being imported at the Long Term Price (LTP)
of granular urea while the production in excess of rated capacity in any year is
imported at 5% discount over the published prices of granular urea in the
international journals.The LTP of granular urea is much cheaper in comparison of
the prevailing prices in the international market. The current LTP of granular urea
is US$135.68 per MT FOB as against the latest published FMB price of US$ 300
to 312 per MT FOB. The imports from OMIFCO are resulting into as great savings
to the Government exchequer onaccount of subsidy on fertilisers. Since the UOTA
with OMIFCO is valid upto July 2020, it will certainly contribute in meeting part of
the local demand of urea during the Twelfth Five Year Plan period.

Disinvestment in NFL

2214. SHRI D.P. TRIPATHI: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has decided for disinvestment in National Fertilizers
Ltd. (NFL);

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the reasons for this disinvestment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (c) Government has disinvested its
7.64% equity in National Fertilizers Limited (NFL), a listed company, on 31.07.2013
to make it compliant with the mandatory 10% minimum public shareholding
requirement, in conformity to Securities contracts (Regulation) Rules 1957 (SCRR) as
amended by SCRR, 2010.

FDI in Brownfield companies

2215. SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:
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(@ whether the decision to allow 100 per cent FDI in Brownfield companies
is operational in the country;

(b) if so, which companies, have changed their ownership to foreign
companies;

(c) the details of inflow of FDI, total value of share transferred and the
actual sale proceeds received by the seller companies; and

(d) whether the Ministry has noticed any change in the production/export
and pricing policy of the above companies?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) According to the circular 1 of 2013 dated
5.4.2013 of the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion regarding
consolidated Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Policy, 100% FDI in brownfield
pharmaceuticals sector is permitted through Government route. Government may
incorporate appropriate conditions for FDI in brownfield cases, at the time of
granting approval.

(b) Foreign Direct Investment(FDI) in Pharmaceuticals Sector was under
automatic route prior to November 2011. Thereafter, as on March, 2013, Foreign
Investment and Promotion Board (FIPB) has granted approval for 100% FDI by
foreign companies in following 10 pharmaceutical units:

SI. No. Name of the domestic Pharmaceuticals manufacturing units
1 Ordain Healthcare Pvt. Ltd. Chennai

2 Edict Pharmaceuticals Pvt. Ltd., Chennai

3 Arvee Synthesis Pvt. Ltd., Bangalore

4 Cosme Farma Laboratories, Goa

5 Cosme Pharma Ltd., Goa

6 Cosme Remedies Ltd., Goa

7&8 Two units of Orchid Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Chennai

9 One unit of SMS Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Hyderabad

10 One unit of M/s Vivin Lifesciences
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() The requested information is not maintained by the Department.
However, the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion has given the details
of inflow of FDI which are as under:

SI. No. Year (April-March) FDI (Rs. Crores)
1 2010-11 961.09

2 2011-12 14,605.03

3 2012-13 6,011.49

4, 2013-14 (April-June) 5442.15
GranD ToTAL : 27,019.77

Note:1. Amount includes the Inflows received through Secretariat for Industrial Approval
(SIA)/ Foreign Investment and Promotion Board (FIPB) route, acquisition of existing shares
and RBI's automatic route only.

(d) The Department of Pharmaceuticals had made a price analysis of the drugs
for the period May 2009-2011 in which prices of 7 top domestic companies and 7 top
MNCs were compared with the prices of 7 major Indian companies acquired by
MNCs. The trend in prices of all the companies were similar and no conclusion
could be drawn to support the fact that acquisition by MNCs of Indian origin
companies had resulted in price increase. It was also observed that there had been an
increase in the number of medicine packs during the said period.

Renomination of members on BoG in NIPER, Mohali

2216. DR. RAM PRAKASH: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether the National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
(NIPER), Mohali Act, 1998 provides for renomination of member on its Board of
Governors;

(b) if so, for how many terms and under which clause/provision of the NIPER
Act; and

(c) whether it is a fact that none of the nominated Governors on the Board of
Governors is from the host State of Punjab or neighbouring States of Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and Union Territory of Chandigarh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (b) The Act is silent on this issue.
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(c) Region is not the consideration for nomination of Governors on the Board
of Governors.

Overcharging by fertilizer companies

2217. SHRI C.M. RAMESH: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is aware that fertilizer companies are charging
exorbitantly and above MRP from farmers;

(b) the reasons that local prices of fertilizers are not coming down when
international prices come down;

(c) how Government would ensure that domestic fertilizer companies strictly
follow its instructions and reduce price of fertilizers; and

(d) whether Government proposes to deny subsidy to companies which do
not follow subsidy mechanism?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Under the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS)
Scheme, fertilizers companies are allowed to fix Maximum Retail Prices (MRP) of
Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K) fertilizers at reasonable level. Under the Fertilizer
Control Order (FCO), fertilizers companies are required to print the Maximum Retail
Price (MRP) on each bag of fertilizer. No fertilizer company or dealer is supposed to
sell or offer for sale any fertilizers at a price exceeding printed MRP. Violation of this
is punishable under Essential Commodities Act. State Governments have powers to
take preventive/punitive actions for violation of any of the provisions of Fertilizer
Control Order (FCO) 1985 and Essential Commodities Act 1955. The State Governments
have not reported any specific instances of overcharging, by fertilizer companies.
There could, however, be some instances of charging a price above MRP at retail
level for which action has to be taken by the State Government concerned.

(b) Urea is being provided to farmers at a statutory price of Rs.5360 per Q
one fixed by Government. In respect of P&K fertilizers, the Government is
implementing NBS Policy w.e.f. 01.04.2010, under which a fixed amount of subsidy;,
decided on annual basis, is provided on each grade of subsidized P&K fertilizers
depending upon their nutrient content. Under the Policy, the Fertilizer companies
have been allowed to fix MRP of P&K fertilizers at reasonable level.

The country is fully dependent on import in Potassic sector and to the extent
of 90% in Phosphatic sector in the form of either finished products or its raw
materials. Subsidy being fixed, any fluctuation in international prices has effect on the
domestic prices of P&K fertilizers.
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There has been an increase in the prices of P&K fertilizers during last 3 years
mainly due to increase in international prices of fertilizers and also on account of
depreciation of Indian rupee vis a vis USD. In the year 2013-14, the prices of P&K
fertilizers have been reduced marginally by fertilizer companies as compared to the
previous year. However, the recent unprecedented depreciation of Indian rupee may
subside the gains that would have accrued from the reduction in international prices
of P&K fertilizers.

() In order to ensure that the MRPs of P&K fertilizers covered under NBS
Scheme are fixed reasonably, it has been made mandatory for the fertilizer companies
to submit certified cost data alongwith their subsidy claims to examine and ensure
that the MRPs fixed by the companies are reasonable. While announcing subsidy
rates for 2013-14, Government has also notified the indicative MRPs of P&K fertilizers
and the amount to be reduced by the fertilizer companies from the said indicative
prices to check and ensure that the prices are fixed reasonably.

(d) Yes, Sir. In cases, where after scrutiny, unreasonableness of MRP is
established or where there is no correlation between the cost of production or
acquisition and the MRP printed on the bags, the subsidy may be restricted or
denied even if the product is otherwise eligible for subsidy under NBS Scheme. In
proven case of abuse of subsidy mechanism, any grade/ grades of fertilizers of a
particular fertilizer company or the* fertilizer company itself can be excluded from the
NBS Scheme.

Notices to NIPER, Mohali

2218. DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ the details of objections that have been sustained by the Comptroller and
Auditor General, Punjab after receiving explanation from the National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER), Mohali, Punjab, till date;

(b) whether any other Government department has issued notices to NIPER,
Mohali for non-compliance of the provisions of law; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and reaction of Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Detailed information is given in Statement
(See below).

(b) to (c) No, Sir.
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Marketing margin levied by private sector natural gas marketeers

2219. SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR:
SHRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA:
SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ the reasons for not including marketing margin levied by private sector natural
gas marketeers in urea manufacturing cost;

(b) whether Ministry has received any communication from Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas for marketing margin levied by private sector natural gas marketeers;

(¢) how much losses have been incurred by urea manufacturing units since 1st
January, 2013 till date due to non-payment of marketing margin of private sector natural
gas marketeers along with unit-wise details; and

(d) by when Government intends to address this matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) As per Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas's O.M. No. L-12015/5/09-GP dared 4th February 2010, the Government has
not fixed or approved the quantum of marketing margin for sale of natural gas by any
contractor, NELP or otherwise.

(c) The quantum of estimated loss incurred at the contracted quantity of RIL
for the period 01.01.2013 to 31.07.2013 is Rs 78.95 crores on the basis of 15.530 MMSCMD
gas supply to gas based urea units, NCV of 8200 Kcal/SCM, $=Rs 55.82. Company wise
details are given in Statement (See below).

(d) The issue of Marketing Margin is under consideration of Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural gas.

Statement

Estimate quantum of marketing margin for the period 01.01.2013 to 31.07.2013.

Name of the unit RIL Supply RIL (Marketing Margin) Amount
MMSCMD $MMBTU Rs/Crs
1 2 3 4

On HBJ Pipeline

NFL- Vijaipur 1 0.325 0.1350 169
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1 2 3 4
NFL- Vijaipur 11 0.325 0.1350 1.69
CFCL-Gadepan -1 0575 0.1350 299
CFCL-Gadepan - I 0575 0.1350 299
IFFCO-Aonla -1 0875 0.1350 455
IFFCO-Aonla - 11 0875 0.1350 455
IFFCO-Phulpur 1 0.260 0.1350 135
IFFCO-Phulpur 11 0.260 0.1350 135
TCL-Babrala 0.880 0.1350 457
IGFL-Jagdishpur 0478 0.1350 248
KSFL-Shahjahanpur 0978 0.1350 5.08
SFC-Kota 0.620 0.1350 322
Sus TotaL : 7.026 0.1350 36.52
Non-HBJ Pipeline

Kribhco-Hazira 1370 0.1350 7.12
NFCL-Kakinada -1 0875 0.1350 455
NFCL-Kakinada- 11 0875 0.1350 455
RCF-Trombay - V 0.950 0.1350 494
RCF- Thai 2.100 0.1350 10.92
IFFCO-Kalol 1273 0.1350 6.62
GSFC-Vadodara 0.720 0.1350 3.74
Sus TotaL : 8.504 0.1350 4243
TotaL of Gas based Plants 15530 78.95

NCV=8200
$= Rs 55.82
No of days=212
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Market-based pricing of drugs

2220. SHRI N.K. SINGH:
DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE:
Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has finalized the new drugs pricing policy;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is a fact that the new drugs pricing policy marks a move
from the cost based pricing mechanism to a market based pricing mechanism;

(d) if so, whether any study has been conducted to assess the impact of
the new drugs pricing policy on the price of essential drugs; and

(e) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (c) The Government notified National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy - 2012 on 07.12.2012.

The salient features of National Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy, 2012 (NPPP-
2012) are as under:

. The regulation of prices of drugs is on the basis of essentiality of
drugs as under National List of Essential Medicines-2011.

. The regulation of prices of drugs is on the basis of regulating the prices
of formulations only.

. The regulation of prices of drugs is on the basis of fixing the ceiling
price of formulations through Market Based Pricing (MBP).

(d) to (e) At the time of preparation of the policy, an analysis was made with
the data available as on March'2011, with the pharmaceuticals market data
specializing company - IMS Health. As per the analysis there is a reduction of
more than or equal to 20% in the prices of around 60% essential medicines as
under National List of Essential Medicines 2011.

Broadband connection for gram panchayats

2221. SHR1 PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:
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(@ whether it is a fact that 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats are going to get
broadband connection through optic fibre;

(b) if so, the number of Gram Panchayats that are going to be benefited
through this in Andhra Pradesh, district-wise; and

(c) to what extent the above move help in empowering Panchayats and
people getting better delivery of services?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) All 21,640 Gram Panchayats in Andhra Pradesh will be covered. District-
wise details of Gram Panchayats are given in Statement (See below).

(c) The objective for creation of NOFN as a National asset is for providing
Broadband Connectivity to rural areas. Coverage of panchayats with broadband
internet connectivity has a great potential for empowering rural masses by giving
them access to information, public services including those of education, health and
financial inclusion. Broadband, internet and communication services can be provided
by various categories of Telecom Service Providers and Internet Services Providers
utilizing the bandwidth available from NOFN project, which will be made available
to them on non-discriminatory basis.

Statement

District-wise detail of Gram Panchavats in Andhra Pradesh

SI. No. Name of District Number of Gram Panchayats
in the District

1 2 3

1 Adilabad 866
2 Anantapur 1003
3 Chittoor 1366
4, East Godavari 980
5 Guntur 1011

6. Karimnagar 1207
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1 2 3
7. Khammam 758
8. Krishna 970
9 Kurnool 890
10. Mahbubnagar 1329
11. Medak 1086
12. Nalgonda 1169
13. Nizamabad 718
14. Prakasam 1028
15. Rangareddi 690
16. Spsr Nellore 939
17. Srikakulam 1099
18. Visakhapatanam 929
19. Vizianagaram 21
20. Warangal 1006
21, West Godavari 834
22. YSR 791

TotaL : 21,640

[Source: Website of Department of Panchayati Raj]
Connecting Gram Panchayats under E-governance

12222. DR. ANIL KUMAR SAHANI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has formulated any scheme to connect Gram
Panchayats under e-Governance;

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, the details thereof, State-wise; and
(c) the objectives and benefits thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) The Department of Electronics and Information technology is
implementing the State Wide Area Network(SWAN) Scheme under the National e-
Governance Plan (NeGP). SWAN is a converged backbone network for data, voice
and video communications throughout a State/UT. It provides for connecting all the
State headquarters to district and block headquarters, in a vertical hierarchical
structure with a minimum bandwidth capacity of 2 Mbps per link. Also, The
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) is implementing a National Optical fibre
Network Project to provide connectivity to all 2,50,000 Panchayats in the country.

Further, Common Service Centres which are IT enabled kiosks with broad band
connectivity have been set-up across the country (to provide various citizen
centric services). As on 30 June, 2013, 1,29,266 CSCs have been established.

Training programme to curb cyber crimes

2223. SHRI MASUKH L. MANDAVIYA: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether, in view of sharp rise in cyber crimes, the Ministry in
consultation with State Governments and Ministry of Home Affairs would conduct
a special training programme to train police personnel to curb and identify cyber
crime activities;

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(c) whether the Ministry has any specific data about cyber crimes registered
during last five years and if so, State-wise data in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) In order to
address the growing threat of Cyber crimes / incidents in the country. Government
has issued an Advisory to the State Governments and Union Territory
Administrations advising them to build adequate technical capacity in handling
cyber crime including technical infrastructure, cyber police stations and trained
manpower for detection, registration, investigation and prosecution of cyber crimes.
Also, under the Cyber Crime Investigation programme, Ministry of Home Affairs is
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supporting the establishment of Cyber Crime Police Station (CCPS) and Cyber Crime
Investigations and Forensic Training Facilities (CCIFTF) in each State / Union
Territory of India under Police Modernization Scheme. Government has formulated a
set of investigation manuals with procedures for Search, Seizure Analysis and
Presentation of digital evidence in courts. The manuals have been circulated to
Law Enforcement Agencies in all States.

A major programme has been initiated on development of cyber forensics
tools, setting up of infrastructure for investigation and training of the users,
particularly police and judicial officers in use of this tool to collect and analyse the
digital evidence and present them in Courts.

Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) and Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC) are involved in providing basic and
advanced training to Law Enforcement Agencies, Forensic labs and judiciary on the
procedures and methodology of collecting, analysing and presenting digital
evidence. Cyber forensics training lab has been set up at Training Academy of
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to impart basic and advanced training in
Cyber Forensics and Investigation of Cyber Crimes to Police Officers associated
with CBI. In addition, Government has set up cyber forensic training and
investigation labs in the States of Kerala, Assam, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Tripura, Meghalaya, Manipur and Jammu and Kashmir for training of Law
Enforcement and Judiciary in these States.

In collaboration with Data Security Council of India (DSCI), NASSCOM.
Cyber Forensic Labs have been set up at Mumbai, Bangaluru, Pune and Kolkata
for awareness creation and training programmes on Cyber Crime investigation.
National Law School, Bangalore and NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad are
also engaged in conducting several awareness and training programmes on Cyber
Laws and Cyber crimes for judicial officers.

Action also has been taken to set up a National Centre of Excellence
exclusively devoted to render Cyber Forensic services and to act as National
Research and Training Centre on Cyber Forensics.

(c) As per the cyber crime data maintained by National Crime Records
Bureau, a total of 288, 420, 966, 1791 and 2876 Cyber Crime cases were registered
under Information Technology Act during 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012
respectively. A total of 176, 276, 356, 422 and 601 cases were registered under
Cyber Crime related Sections of Indian Penal Court (IPC) during 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012 respectively. State / Union Territory-wise details of cases registered
under Information Technology Act and Indian Penal Code are given in Statement.
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Commemorative postal stamps

2224. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ the number of commemorative postal stamps issued so far by the
Department of Posts on the dignitaries and others of Maharashtra; and

(b) whether any proposal is under consideration to issue more such stamps
in the near future, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) The
number of commemorative postel stamps issued so far by the Department of Posts
on the dignitaries and others of Maharashtra is 92 (Ninety Two).

(b) The stamps on following personalities from Maharashtra have been
approved for issue:

() Baba Joomdeviji
(i) Bhimsen Joshi

The proposal for issue of a commemorative postage stamp on Ganesh K.
Khaparde will be placed before the Philatelic Advisory Committee for consideration
in its next meeting.

Logistics post air service by India Post

2225. SHRI NAND KUMAR SAl: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether India Post has been facing tough competition from various
private service providers in the country, and if so, the details in this regard;

(b) whether India Post has in the recent past launched Logistics Post Air
Service in the country, and if so, the details including the salient features thereof;

(c) the name of the cities identified for the said service;
(d) the details of the criteria fixed for identification of Post Air Service; and

(e) the exent to which India Post service will be able to boost their
business and compete with other private service providers in the country?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) India
Posts is facing competition from private service providers in the courier and express
market. India Post's Speed Post has increased its market share from 15.1% to
18.3% in 2010-11 to 16.7% to 19.8% in 2011-12.

(b) to (e) Logistics Post Air Service has been started on 17.6.2013, not as a
new service but providing another mode of transmission i.e. by air, under Logistics
Post service launched in 2004. Keeping in view the business potential, facility for
air transmission of Logistics Post article is now being provided under an MOU
with Air India for 15 stations, viz., Agartala, Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Nagpur,
Bangalore, Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune, Ahmedabad, Imphal, Guwahati, Patna,
Lucknow, Trivandrum. Introduction of air as a mode of transmission is expected to
boost the business of Logistics Post and help to compete with other private
service providers.

Broadband facility by MTNL, Delhi

2226. SHRI SABIR ALI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that broadband facility of MTNL, Delhi is not
satisfactory;

(b) whether it is also a fact that a large number of broadband users of
MTNL, Delhi have shifted to other service providers because of that reason;

(c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether it is also a fact that MTNL, Delhi lacks accountability and
malpractices go on unabated; and

(e) the steps taken/being taken to streamline MTNL, Delhi?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) monitors the quality of service (QoS) of
Service Providers against the prescribed benchmarks through quarterly Performance
Monitoring Reports (PMRs). As per the Performance Monitoring Report for the
quarter ending March, 2013, MTNL, Delhi's performance is well above the
benchmarks specified by TRAI on two parameters directly related to Broadband
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service i.e. broadband connection speed available (download) from Internet Service
Provider (ISP) node to user and service availability/ uptime. It is also generally
complying with the quality of service benchmarks for most of the parameters for
Telecommunication services except certain parameters like Service provisioning, fault
repair, billing performance and bandwidth utilization/throughput.

(b) and (c) As per information provided by MTNL, 839 Broadband
connections have been closed on account of shifting to other service providers
since 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013, whereas 45,151 net broadband
connections were added to MTNL, Delhi network during this period. MTNL, Delhi
has been consistently adding subscribers over the years. The increasing trend of
Broadband connections during the last five years is given below:

As on No. of Broadband connections
31.03.2008 2,32,169
31.03.2009 3,13,657
31.03.2010 3,79,225
31.03.2011 426,772
31.03.2012 4,76,127
31.03.2013 521,278
31.07.2013 5,34,890

(d) and (¢) MTNL is operating in the most competitive telecom circles of
Delhi and Mumbai. MTNL has established transparent systems and procedures
which include checks and balances as well as systems to deal with any malpractice
coming to notice. A Group of Ministers (GoM) has been constituted by the
Government for the revival and revitalization of MTNL and Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (BSNL) which would look into all aspects of the functioning of MTNL and
advise on measures to revive it.

Data centres in the country

2227. SHRI SALIM ANSARI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether the country has international level Data Centres and if so, the
details thereof;
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(b) whether Indian Data Centres have data security arrangement, if so, the
details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(c) whether Government has mandated any standards for Data Security and
Data Capacity creation in the country, and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Yes, Sir. There are
three National Data Centres set up by National Informatics Centres(NIC) at Delhi,
Hyderabad and Pune and DeitY has set up State Data Centre(SDC) in each capital
Head Quarter of the State / Union Territory (UT) under the SDC Scheme of
National e-Governance Plan(NeGP). 22 SDCs are already operational. All these Data
centres have been designed on internationally defined Tier standards.

(b) and (c) Yes, Sir. The Data Centres have multi-layer security architecture
and have been designed using state of art technologies, such as, Network Firewall,
Intrusion Prevention System, application Firewall, antivirus, Security and Patch
Management Solutions, ISO 27001 etc., to secure the servers and applications.
Technology based security is coupled with security practices, such as, Application
Security Audit, Application Source Code Scanning, Black Box Scanning and
Vulnerability Assessment.

Round the clock monitoring of the logs and events generated by the
systems is carried out to find out unauthorized,/ abnormal activities of the systems.
NIC is following OWASP (Open Web Application Security Project) standards for
Application Security.

Post offices for women

12228. SHRI ASHK ALI TAK: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state the details of purpose and
benefits likely to be accrued from post offices for women on the lines of Banks for
women?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): The
objective for opening of all women post offices in the country is to lay focus on
women's empowerment and to achieve Departments objectives and mission to
sustain its position as the largest postal network in the world. It is an effort to

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.




160 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

integrate gender equality and women's empowerment for good governance by
ensuring that women employees working at various levels in the Department have
a real voice in the decision making of the Department as well as have a role in
the management of post offices in the country. The all women post offices are the
post office where all employees are women and they have been given the
responsibility of managing the events of the post offices. This is done with a view
to promote leadership and managerial qualities in women employees of the
Department. These post offices are opened in major cities and at present 34 all
women post offices are functioning in the country. These post offices are
functioning within the postal network of the Department in the country and not a
separate set up of post offices.

Besides this, from our customers' perspective, Post Offices offer products and
services like small savings, postal life insurance and other mail elated products
which are used by the common man. All Women Post Office offers a secured
environment to our woman customers from all strata of society to transact postal
business with a level of comfort and familiarity with women employees of the
Department.

Pendency of applications for Internet Service Provider Licence

12229. SHRI ASHK ALI TAK: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that hundreds of applications for obtaining Internet
Service Provider licence of various categories are pending; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) No, Sir.
Applications for grant of Internet Service Licences from Indian Registered
Companies were being received and processed on a continuous basis. Letters of
Intent for grant of Internet Service Licences were issued to the companies, who
met the eligibility criteria and had submitted the requisite documents.

However, after announcement of Unified Licence (UL) guidelines by the
Government in August 2013, it has been decided that henceforth no other licence
for any of the services covered under UL shall be issued. Since Internet Services
are covered under UL, the same are not being issued henceforth.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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E-post service

2230. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ the number of E-post centres, operating in the country, State-wise,
including in Haryana;

(b) whether Government has made any assessment of E-post service;
(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the steps taken by Government to popularise the E-post service in the
country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KRUPARANI KILLI): (a) Presently,
13051 ePost Centres are operating across the country. State-wise list which includes
Haryana is given in the Statement (See below).

(b) to (d) Assessing ePost service is an ongoing process wherein service
features, network expansion and revenue earned are continually reviewed.
Department of Posts has started Corporate and Prepaid service under the ePost
scheme to popularize the service.

Statement
SI. No. Name of Postal Circle Number of ePost centers
1 2 3
1 Andhra Pradesh 1801
2. Assam 4
3 Bihar 139
4. Chhattisgarh 243
5. Delhi R
6. Gujarat * 883

7. Haryana 253
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1 2 3
8. Himachal Pradesh 365
9 Jammu and Kashmir 56
10. Jharkhand 120
11. Karnataka 1258
12, Kerala ** 1060
13. Madhya Pradesh 604
14. Maharashtra # 1494
15. North East ## 51
16. Orissa A3
17. Punjab @ 19
18. Rajasthan 911
19. Tamil Nadu @@ 2090
20. Uttar Pradesh 588
21, Uttarakhand 162
22. West Bengal @@ @ 465

TotAL 13051

* Includes Daman, Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli
** Includes Lakshadweep
# Includes Goa

## Includes Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Tripura

@ Includes Chandigarh
@@ Includes Pondicherry
@@@ Includes Sikkim and Andaman and Nicobar Islands

Contribution of internet economy to GDP

2231. SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAI:
SHRI MOHD. ALl KHAN:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION

TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:
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(@ whether contribution of internet economy to GDP would grow to $ 100
billion by 2015; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the present status thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) Government
has not conducted any study in this regard. However, a study report "Impact of
Internet on the Indian Economy" by a private global consultancy firm projects that
Internet economy contribution to India's GDP would grow to $100 billion by 2015
from the current $30 billion. India's Internet Economy will grow at 23% by 2016 and
would contribute 5.6% to GDP and will largely be driven by consumers followed by
exports. This study has not been wverified by Government.

Financial crisis in telecom sector

2232. DR. PRADEEP KUMAR BALMUCHU: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state

(@ whether it is a fact that there is negative growth prevailing in the
Telecom sector due to acute financial pressure and crippling debts;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and

(c) the remedial measures being taken by Government to boost the growth
in this sector?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (c) Sir, the
information is being collected and shall be laid on the Table of the House.

Ranking of India in food security index

2233. SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether India ranks far below many countries in the Food Security
Index;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps Government has taken to provide food to the needy and the
poor and the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Global Food
Security Index(GFSI), 2013 brought out by News Magazine "The Economist”
available in public domain, ranks India 70 with a score of 44.4 out of 107
countries. The Index gives scores ranging from 0-100, where 100 is most
favourable.

(b) The Global Food Security Index(GFSI) assesses food security across
three criteria: affordability, availability and quality and safety. The report does not
provide data/ranks of various countries on the specific dimensions but only on the
composite index. The report also does not give reasons of present ranking of India
in the Food Security Index. Moreover, methods used for data gathering, its analysis
and forecasting are not test checked/validated by Government of India or any UN

agencies.

(c) The Government of India has accorded high priority to ensure food secu-
rity in the country. With a view to specially target poor sections of society, under
the Targeted Public Distribution System(TPDS), allocation of foodgrains (rice and
wheat) are made to States and Union Territories(UTs) at subsidized prices for distri-
bution to 6.52 crore accepted number of Below Poverty Line(BPL) families which
includes 2.43 crore Antyodaya Anna Yojana(AAY) families. Government also imple-
ments other welfare schemes like Integrated Child Development Service (ICDS)
Scheme for pre-school children and pregnant and lactating mothers through the
Ministry of Women and Child Development, National Rural Health Mission (NRHM)
through Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Mid Day Meal (MDM) Scheme for
primary and upper primary children through Ministry of Human Resource Develop-
ment, Annapurna Scheme for the senior citizens, Nutritional Programme for Adoles-
cent Girls, Emergency Feeding Programme etc. to ensure further food and nutrition

security in the country.

To further ensure food security in the country, Government has promulgatd
National Food Security Ordinance, 2013, on 5.7.2013 to provide for food and
nutritional security in human life cycle approach by ensuring access to adequate
quantity of quality food at affordable prices for people to live a life with dignity.
The Ordinance entitles upto 75% of rural and upto 50% of urban population to

receive 5 kgs of foodgrains per person per month at subsidised prices of Rs.3/- per
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kg. for rice, Re.2/- per kg. for wheat and Rs.l/- per kg. for coarse grains under
TPDS. The Ordinance also contains provisions for nutritional support to women and

children and specifically pregnant women and lactating mothers.
Capacities under PEG Scheme

2234. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the details of capacities allotted under Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee
(PEG) scheme in Andhra Pradesh, during the last two years, centre-wise and year-

WISe;

(b) the details of rates approved/finalized against tenders for private inves-
tors, SWCs and CW(Cs;

(c) the details of capacity already hired by FCI under PEG scheme; and
(d) the extent to which PEG helps in reducing the wastage of foodgrains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.\V. THOMAS): (a) Centre-wise, year-
wise details of capacities allotted under PEG Scheme in Andhra Pradesh during the

last two years are given in Statement-1 (See below).

(b) Details of rates approved/finalized against tenders for private investors as
on 30.06.2013 are given in Statement-1l (See below). In addition to this, a capacity of
0.30 lakh MT and 0.55 lakh MT has been allotted to CWC and SWCs respectively

for construction of godowns on the rate payable to CWC on guarantee basis.

(c) Details of capacity hired by FCI under PEG Scheme as on 31.07.2013 is

given in Statement-111 (See below).

(d) PEG Scheme has been devised in a manner to prevent unscientific stor-
age of foodgrains. It is expected that after construction of required capacities under
PEG Scheme, stock would not be required to be stored in the open. For this pur-
pose, storage requirement of a State has been assessed keeping in view different re-

quirements of consuming and procuring regions.
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Tribunal for patients and doctors

2235. SHRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government, in consultation with the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare and the State Governments, is considering to establish a Special Consumer
Tribunal to redress grievances between patients and doctors;

(b) whether Government has received any representation in this regard, if so, the
action taken thereon; and

(c) whether Government has approached or going to approach the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare and the State Governments to seek their views in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) to (c) No such representation
has been received by Department of Consumer Affairs. The present Consumer Fora located
all over the country are dealing all cases of deficiency in service including deficiency
in paid medical service. Hence, no proposal for Special Consumer Tribunal is under
consideration of this Department, nor any consultation with Health Ministry made on
this subject.

Storage capacity for foodgrains in Maharashtra

2236. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the present status of godowns for storage of foodgrains-hired, acquired and
taken on lease in the State of Maharashtra, category-wise and district-wise;

(b) whether Government has also acquired land for construction of godowns in
the State;

(c) if so, the details thereof and how many godowns have so far been constructed;
and

(d) the action, Government proposes, to take to further increase godown capac-
ity in Maharashtra?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) The present status of godowns
with FCI for storage of food grains (hired/ acquired/ taken on lease) in the State of
Maharashtra as on 31.07.2013 is given as below:
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Sl.  Hired/ Acquired/ Leased Godowns No. of Capacity
No. Godowns in MT.
1 Owned covered Godowns 12 848255
2 Owned CAP (Cover & Plinth) capacity 4 88348

3 Hired from Private parties (under general
hiring - lease only) 5 122260

4. Hired from private parties under PWS (Private 6 38390
Warehousing Scheme) with preservation, maintenance
and security arrangements.

5. Hired under PEG (Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee)

Scheme -guaranteed hiring for 9/10 years. 24 293092
6. Hired from CWC (Central Warehousing Corporation) 16 245214
7. Hired from MSWC (Maharashtra State Warehousing 32 315300

Corporation

TotaL 9 19,50,859

The District wise/ Depot wise position is attached herewith for information is given
in Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) No, Sir. During 11th Plan (2007-12), no godown was constructed in the
State of Maharashtra and also there is no proposal to augment FCI's own storage capacity
under 12th Five Year Plan (2012-17) in the State of Maharashtra.

(d) To augment the additional storage capacity in the country, Government of
India/FCI has formulated a scheme called Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme
for construction of storage capacity through Private Entrepreneurs, CWC & SWCs. Under
this Scheme, storage capacity is created by private parties, CWC, SWCs and other State
Agencies for guaranteed hiring by FCI.

In Maharashtra, a capacity of 7 Lakh MT has been approved under the PEG Scheme.
A capacity of 6 Lakh MT has been sanctioned/ allotted to private investors, CWC and
MSWC for construction of godowns. Out of this a capacity of approx. 3.35 lakh MT has
been completed and 2.65 Lakh MT is under construction at various stages of develop-
ment. 1 (one) lakh MT capacity is reserved for construction of Silos at Pune and Nagpur
(50,000 MT each).
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Decontrolling of sugar

12237. SHRI KAPTAN SINGH SOLANKI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that consumers and farmers would be benefited from
decontrolling of sugar;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the manner in which sugar-decontrol would be beneficial when
Government's control on sugar has failed to bring the benefits; and

(d) whether Government has formulated any plan in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.\V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The Central
Government has recently decontrolled the sugar sector partially, by removing the levy
obligation on sugar mills and doing away with the regulated release mechanism on
open market sale of sugar. These measures seek to increase competitiveness, improve
efficiency and promote development of the sugar sector on sustainable basis which in
turn would help to meet the aspirations of consumers for better prices and adequate
availability of sugar. Further, the de-regulation of the sugar sector is likely to improve
the financial health of the sugar mills, increase the cash flow, reduce their inventory
cost and also result in timely and better payment of cane price to sugarcane farmers
in the country.

(c) As mentioned in reply to parts (a) and (b) above, the partial decontrol is
likely to benefit all stakeholders i.e. consumers, farmers and the sugar industry.

(d) The sugar prices have remained stable in the domestic market after the
decontrol. Besides, the State Governments/UT Administrations have been asked to
procure sugar from the open market through a transparent system so as to make it
available in the Public Distribution System (PDS) at the existing retail issue price of
Rs. 13.50 per kg. The Central Government would provide fixed subsidy of Rs. 18.50
per kg, limited to the quantity based on their existing allocations. The custom duty on
import of sugar has been kept at a moderate level of 15% with effect from 8.7.2013.

Shortage of foodgrains storage facilities

2238. SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@ the quantity of wheat and rice procured annually for PDS during last five
years, year-wise;

(b) the gross expenditure incurred in grain procurement, including the average
price to farmer for procurement of wheat and rice, for the last five years, year-wise;

(c) whether Government is aware of the huge foodgrains losses in several re-
gions of the country due to shortage of storage facilities; and

(d) if so, the details of these losses for the last three years, State-wise and
yearwise, and the steps Government has taken or proposes to take to remedy the situ-
ation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Food grains
procured under Central Pool are used for distribution under Public Distribution System
(PDS) and Other Welfare Schemes (OWS). The quantity of wheat and rice procured
during last five years is as under:

Rice

(Fig. in Lakh MT)

KMS 2007-08 263.00
KMS 2008-09 341.04
KMS 2009-10 320.26
KMS 2010-11 341.97
KMS 2011-12 35041

(KMS - Kharif Marketing Season)

Wheat
(Fig. in Lakh MT)
RMS 2008-09 226.89
RMS 2009-10 253.82
RMS 2010-11 22514
RMS 2011-12 28144
RMS 2012-13 381.48

(RMS - Rabi Marketing Season)



Written Answers to [30 August, 2013] Unstarred Questions 179

(b) Details of the gross expenditure incurred on procurement of wheat and
rice during the last five years are given in Statement (See below). The minimum
Support Price (MSP) paid to the farmers for procurement of wheat and rice during
last five years are given in Statement-Il (See below).

(c) and (d) All precautionary measures are taken to preserve the quality of
procured foodgrains, however, some quantity of foodgrains may get damaged due to
various reasons such as storage pest attack, leakages in roof, exposure to moisture
in case of unscientific storage, floods or negligence on trie part of persons con-
cerned. State-wise details of foodgrains accrued as non-issuable /damaged in FCI
during last three years is given in Statement-lll. Steps taken by Government to
avoid damage of foodgrains during storage is given in Statement-1V.

Statement-1

Gross expenditure incurred in grain procurement of wheat and
rice during last five years, year-wise
Wheat - Rabi Marketing Season
(Rupees in crore)
2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
22882.00 31462.00 28470.00 38613.00 56978.00
RICE - Kharif Marketing Season

(Rupees in Crore)
2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
32928.65 47887.00 53301.00 55780.00 70763.00

Kharif Marketing Season (KMS) - 1st October to 30th September
Rabi Marketing Season (RMS) - 1st April to 30th June.

Statement-11

The Minimum Support Price paid to farmer for procurement of
wheat and rice, for the last five years, year-wise

(Rate is rupees per quintal)

Marketing Year 200708 200809 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

MSP +  Wheat 850 1000 1080 1100 Rs.1170 1285
Bonus Paddy. Gr. A 775 930 1030 1030 1110 1280
Paddy. 745 900 1000 1000 1080 1250

Common
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Statement-111

Region-wise details of the foodgrain accrued as damaged/ non-issuable
in FCI during last three years and current year

(Figures in tons)

SI. No. Region 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
1 Bihar 200 0 997.61
2 Jharkhand 39 29 343
3 Orissa 18 36 1
4. West Bengal 922 477 45
5. Assam 49 442 51.54
6. North East Frontier (NEF) 175 0 195
7. Nagaland & Manipur 1 0 0
8. Delhi 1 109 39.86
) Haryana 53 0 148.04
10. Jammu and Kashmir 0 0 0
11. Punjab 182 37 123
12. Rajasthan 21 30 120.83
13. Uttar Pradesh 520 258 18.3
14. Uttarakhand 1338 72 21
15. Andhra Pradesh 3 433 24.72
16. Kerala 9 200 0
17. Karnataka 17 0 14177
18. Tamil Nadu 12 29 749.66
19. Gujarat 2595 26 195
20. Maharashtra 97 1473 61
2L Madhya Pradesh 2 0 3.02
22. Chhattisgarh 2 13.78 8.98

TotaL 6346 3338.01 3148.76
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Statement-1V

Steps taken by Government to avoid damage of foodgrains during storage

The following precautionary and remedial steps are mandated to be followed
by F.C.I, and State Government agencies to check damages to central pool stocks
of foodgrains:

0
(i)

(i)

(iv)

v)

(i)

(vii)

(i)

®)

®

All godowns are to be constructed as per specifications.

Foodgrains are to be stored by adopting proper scientific code of storage
practices.

Adequate dunnage materials such as wooden crates, bamboo mats,
polythene sheets are to be used to check migration of moisture from the
floor.

Fumigation covers, nylon ropes, nets and insecticides for control of
stored grain insect pests are to be provided in all the godowns.

Prophylactic (spraying of insecticides) and curative treatments (fumigation)
are to be carried out regularly and timely in godowns for the control of
stored grain insect pests.

Effective rat control measures, both in covered godowns as well as in
CAP storage are to be used.

Foodgrains in 'Cover and Plinth' (CAP) storage are to be stored on el-
evated plinths and wooden crates are to be used as dunnage material.
Stacks are to be properly covered with specifically fabricated low-density
black polythene water -proof covers and tied with nylon ropes/nets.

Regular periodic inspections of the stocks/godowns are to be undertaken
by qualified and trained staff including senior officers.

The principle of "First in First Out” (FIFO) is to be followed to the ex-
tent possible so as to avoid longer storage of foodgrains in godowns.

Only covered rail wagons are to be used for movement of foodgrains so
as to avoid damage during transit.

Need for rejuvenation of PDS

2239. PROF. SAIF-UD-DIN SOZ: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:
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(@ the current status of PDS in the country, State-wise;
(b) whether there is urgent need for the system's rejuvenation; and

(c) whether for rejuvenation of PDS, hilly States like Jammu and Kashmir
would receive a special treatment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) With a view to
specially target poor sections of society, the Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS) was launched in June, 1997. Under TPDS, allocation of foodgrains (rice and
wheat) are made to States and Union Territories (UTs) for distribution to 6.52 crore
accepted number of Below Poverty Line (BPL) families, which includes 2.43 crore
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) families. Allocation of foodgrains to BPL families,
including AAY families, are made @ 35 kg per family per month at the Central Issue
Price (CIP) of Rs.3/- per kg for rice and Rs.2/- per kg for wheat for AAY families
and Rs.5.65 per kg for rice and Rs.4.15 per kg for wheat for BPL families. Allocation
of foodgrains to about 11.52 crore Above Poverty Line (APL) families are also made
depending upon the availability of foodgrains in the Central pool and the past
offtake. Presently, the allocation of foodgrains to APL families ranges between 15
and 35 kg per family per month. CIPs of foodgrains for APL category are Rs. 7.95
per kg. for rice (common)/Rs. 8.30 per kg. for rice (grade 'A’) and Rs. 6.10 per kg.
for wheat. A statement indicating State/UT-wise number of households covered
under TPDS is given in the Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) Strengthening and streamlining of TPDS is a continuous process.
Government has regularly reviewed and has issued instructions to States/UTs to
strengthen functioning of TPDS by improving monitoring mechanism and vigilance,
increased transparency in functioning of TPDS, adoption of revised Model Citizen's
Charter, use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools and improv-
ing the viability of Fair Price Shop operations.

The National Food Security Ordinance (NFSO), 2013 has been promulgated on
5.7.2013. The NFSO, 2013 inter-alia provides that while implementing the provision of
this Ordinance and the schemes for meeting specified entitlements, the Central Gov-
ernment and the State Governments shall give special focus to the needs of the
vulnerable groups, specially in remote areas and other areas which are difficult to
access, hilly and tribal areas, for ensuring their food security.
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Statement

State/UT-wise number of BPL, AAY and APL households
covered under TPDS

(As reported by 30.6.2013)
(Figures in lakhs)

Sl. No State/UT Accepted AAY Total Accepted
number of  households (BPL+ number of
BPL identified AAY) APL
households  and ration households
cards
issued

1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Andhra Pradesh 25.050 15.58 40.63 117.58
2 Arunachal Pradesh 0.610 0.38 0.99 143
3 Assam 11.320 7.04 18.36 26.57
4 Bihar 40.220 2501 65.23 53.56
5 Chhattisgarh 11.560 7.19 18.75 25.36
6 Delhi 2.590 150 4.09 2373
7 Goa 0.340 0.14 0.48 2.72
8 Gujarat 13.100 8.10 21.20 66.37
9 Haryana 4970 292 7.89 2359
10 Himachal Pradesh 3170 197 514 743
1 Jammu and Kashmir 4.800 2.56 7.36 10.66
12 Jharkhand 14.760 9.18 2394 19.62
13 Karnataka 19.910 11.38 3129 63.08
14 Kerala 9.580 5.96 1554 45.56

15 Madhya Pradesh 25430 15.82 41.25 55.78
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1 2 3 4 5 6
16 Maharashtra 40.700 24.64 65.34 111.93
17 Manipur 1.020 0.64 1.66 241
18 Meghalaya 1130 0.70 183 2.66
19 Mizoram 0420 0.26 0.68 0.99
2 Nagaland 0.770 0.47 124 178
21 Odisha 20.330 12.65 32.98 34.93
2 Punjab 2.890 179 4.68 35.08
Rajasthan 14.990 9.32 24.31 64.36
24 Sikkim 0.270 0.16 0.43 0.62
25 Tamilnadu 29.980 18.65 48.63 90.19
26 Tripura 1.820 113 295 4.27
27 Uttar Pradesh 65.840 40.95 106.79 154.63
Uttarakhand 3.070 191 498 721
West Bengal 36.990 14.80 5179 93.44
Andaman and 0.240 0.04 0.28 0.53

Nicobar Islands

31 Chandigarh 0.210 0.02 0.23 18
2 Dadra and Nagar Haveli 0.130 0.05 0.18 0.18
3 Daman and Diu 0.030 0.01 0.04 0.22
A Lakshdweep 0.018 0.01 0.03 0.08
3H Puducherry 0.520 0.32 0.84 14
TotAL 408.778 243.25 652.03 1151.75

Buffer stock of foodgrains

2240. SHRI HUSAIN DALWAI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:
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(@ the norm for buffer stock of foograins at present;

(b) whether Government proposes to enhance the norm due to implementa-
tion of Food Security Act;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the steps proposed to be taken to enhance the storage capacity of
foodgrains, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) The present buffer
norms of foodgrains are as under:

(in million tons)

As on Rice Wheat Total
1st April 142 70 212
1st July 118 2.1 319
1st October 7.2 140 212
1st January 138 112 250

Buffer norms include Strategic Reserves of 3 million tons of wheat and 2 mil-
lion tons of rice from 1.7.2008 and 1.1.2009 respectively.

(b) and (c) Yes, Sir. Revision of buffer norms is under consideration.

(d) Government of India/ Food Corporation of India (FCI) has formulated a
scheme called Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme for construction of
storage capacity through Private Entrepreneurs, Central Warehousing Corporation
(CWC) & States Warehousing Corporation (SWC). Under this Scheme, storage ca-
pacity is created by private parties, CWC, SWCs and other State Agencies for guar-
anteed hiring by FCI. A capacity of 73.28 lakh MT has already been completed.
The State wise details are given in Statement-1 (See below).

Government has also approved the proposals for the creation of 20 lakh MT
capacity in the form of Silos throughout the country. These 20 LMT Silos would be
created against the capacity approved/ storage gap already assessed under the PEG
Scheme. State-wise details are given in Statement-Il.
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Statement-11

State-wise details of approved Silos capacity.

SI. No.  State Silo Approved locations
capacity
in MTs
1 Bihar 2,00,000 Kaimur, Buxar, Bhagalpur, Bettiah.

(50,000 MT each)

2 Haryana 3,00,000 Bhattu, Jind, karnal, Palwal, Rohtak,
Sonepat. (50,000 MT each)

3 M.P. 3,50,000 Sehore, Jabalpur, Raisen, Vidisha, Guna,
Hoshangabad, Ujjain (50,000 MT each)

4. Punjab 4,00,000 Barnala, Chhehreatta, Patiala, Jalalabad,
Kilaraipur, Sangrur, Dhuri, Batala. (50,000
MT each).

5. West Bengal 2,00,000 Rangapani, Malda, Dankuni, Mecheda.

(50,000 MT each)

6. Assam 50,000 Guwabhati (Changsari) and Dibrugarh.
(25,000 MT each)

7. Kerala 50,000 Eranakulam and Calicut. (25,000 MT each)
8 Maharashtra 1,00,000 Pune, Nagpur (50,000 MT each)
) Uttar Pradesh 3,00,000 Jaunpur, Kannauj, Faizabad, Fatehpur,

Basti, Deoria (50,000 MT each)

10. Gujarat 50,000 Between Palanpur (Banaskantha) and
Siddhapur (Patan)

TotaL 20,00,000

Supply of sugar and kerosene to States

12241. SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH MAHRA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@ the details of quota of sugar and kerosene allocated to States through
Public Distribution System in this financial year, so far;

(b) whether Government is aware that several States including Uttarakhand
are not getting the quota of sugar and kerosene timely; and

(c) if so, the details of measures taken by Government for allocation of sugar
and kerosene on time?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) The Central
Government has decontrolled the sugar sector partially in April, 2013 and has, inter
alia, removed the levy obligation on sugar mills. Under the new dispensation, the
State Governments/UT Administrations have been asked to procure sugar from the
open market through a transparent system so as to make it available in the Public
Distribution System (PDS) at the existing Retail Issue Price (RIP) of Rs. 13.50 per
kg. The Central Government would provide fixed subsidy @ Rs. 18.50 per kg, to
those States which continue to have the RIP of Rs. 13.50 per kg. at the Fair Price
Shops (FPS) level, limited to the quantity based on their existing fixed quotas.

The Kerosene quota allocated to the States/UTs under PDS during the first
half of the current financial year is given in Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) Guidelines for procurement of sugar for distribution under PDS and
reimbursement of sugar subsidy under the new system have been circulated to all
State Governments/UT Administrations. Considering the initial problems that were
likely to be faced by the States/lUT Administrations, the Central Government has
decided to grant advance subsidy for procurement of sugar from the open market.
As per the information received from the Government of Uttrakhand, arrangement
has been made for procurement of sugar from cooperative sugar mills of the State
for distribution under PDS.

Government of India allocates PDS Kerosene to States/Union Territories (UTS)
on quarterly basis for distribution under PDS for cooking and illumination only. Fur-
ther, distribution within the States/UTs through their PDS network to card holders
as per their respective criteria is the responsibility of the concerned States/UTs. For
the current year 2013-14, upto 2nd Quarter of 2013-14 i.e. April 2013 to September,
2013, an allocation of 18096 KL has been made to the State of Uttarakhand. The
overall situation of supply of Kerosene in the country is satisfactory.
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PDS Superior Kerosene Oil (SKO) Allocation to States/UTs in KL

SI.No. Name of States/UTs 2013-14
(upto 2nd Quarter)
1 2 3
1 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 3456
2 Andhra Pradesh 232992
3 Arunachal Pradesh 5736
4 Assam 163992
5 Bihar 407040
6 Chandigarh 1776
7 Chhattisgarh 90048
8 Dadra and Nagar Haveli 1152
9 Dam and Diu 432
10 Delhi** 26712
u Goa 2616
12 Gujarat 336720
13 Haryana 45624
14 Himachal Pradesh 12336
15 Jammu and Kashmir* 40662
16 Jharkhand 134352
17 Karnataka 261456
18 Kerala 60096
19 Lakshadweep 1008
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1 2 3
20 Madhya Pradesh 312840
21 Maharashtra 365232
2 Manipur 12480
23 Meghalaya 12960
24 Mizoram 3912
25 Nagaland 8544
26 Orissa 199488
27 Puducherry 2232
28 Punjab 45072

Rajasthan 254376
30 Sikkim 3168
31 Tamil Nadu 174360
2 Tripura 19584
3 Uttar Pradesh 795000
K7 Uttarakhand 18096
35 West Bengal 481776

TotAL ALLOCATION 4537326

*Including separate allocation of 4626 KL for Laddakh Region of Jammu and Kashmir.

** PDS Superior Kerosene Oil (SKO) quota for Delhi is linked to new LPG connections
released to BPL/AAY/JRC Ration card holders under the "Kerosene Free Delhi Scheme" and
is being progressively reduced on quarterly basis.

Price rise of onion

t2242. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@ whether it is a fact that the consumer retail sale price of onion touched
Rs. 50 per kilogram in the country during the period from June to August, 2013;

(b) if so, Government's reaction in this regard;

(c) whether an Inter-Ministerial Committee has been set up to monitor the
situation of price rise;

(d) if so, whether this Committee has given any suggestion to reduce the
prices, and if so, the details thereof; and

(e) whether the said Committee has also assessed the onion production, and
if so, the status of onion production during the period 2012-13 and 2013-14?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) During
the period June to August 2013, the prices as reported by the State Civil Supplies
Departments from various centres in the country show that, retail prices of onion
have been on the rise. In the month of August 2013, the retail prices of onion
were in the range of Rs.40 to Rs.60 per kg.

The prices of onion are governed by market forces of demand and supply,
cost of transportation and storage, weather conditions etc.

(c) and (d) An Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) is in position to look into
onion issues which recommended a Minimum Export Price (MEP) of USD 650 PMT
in view of the continued rise in the domestic price of onion. This MEP came into
effect from 14th August, 2013.

(e) The Committee reviews, inter-alia, the production of onion in the country.

As per the second advance estimates released by National Horticulture Board,
onion production during 2012-13 is 16.66 million tonnes. No firm estimates of onion
production for 2013-14 are available.

Foodgrains procurement in Jharkhand

2243. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether foodgrains procurement in Jharkhand has not achieved the
desired progress so far;
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(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps being taken by Government to achieve the foodgrains procure-
ment target of the State in time?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) Against
an estimation of procurement of 3.40 lakh tons of paddy in terms of rice during the
Kharif Marketing Season (KMS) 2012-13, a quantity of 2.15 lakh tons of paddy in
terms of rice has so far been procured in Jharkhand. Procurement of foodgrains
depends on various factors such as production, market surplus, private trade, market
rates. Minimum Support Price (MSP) etc.

As the market rate this year was comparatively more than the MSP, the pro-
curement in the State has been less than the estimation.

(c) Paddy in the State is mainly procured by State Government through
PACS (Primary Agricultural Co-operative Societies) and LAMP (Large Area Multiple
Societies) by opening 462 and 424 Paddy Procurement Centres respectively through
the State during Kharif Marketing Season (KMS) 2012-13. Food Corporation of In-
dia (FCI) made arrangements for undertaking paddy procurement operations at its
base depots.

Consumption of cereals and pulses

2244. SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the consumption of cereals and pulses in the country during last three
years and the quantity available thereof;

(b) the portion thereof distributed through PDS;
(c) the number of poor families not able to get the benefit of PDS; and
(d) the calorie value of per capita food available during the last three years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) As per the latest
available data carried out by National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), the per capita
consumption of cereals and pulses & pulse products was as under:
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(Kgs. per annum)

Year Cereals Pulses & Pulse Products
Rural Urban Rural Urban
1993-94 163.03 128.97 9.25 10.46
2004-05 147.46 120.94 8.64 9.98
2009-10 138.08 114.05 7.92 9.60

The per capita net availability of cereals and pulses (Per Annum) was as
under:

(Kgs. per year)

Year Cereals Pulses
2009 148.6 135
2010 146.6 129
2011(P) * 1546 144

(b) and (c) During the years 2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-13, Government of India
has allocated 475.47 lakh tons, 488.76 lakh tons and 504.68 lakh tons of foodgrains
under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) which covers all accepted number
of 6.52 crore Below Poverty Line (BPL) families, including Antyodaya Anna Yojana
(AAY) families in the country. TPDS is operated under the joint responsibility of the
Central and the State/Union Territory (UT) Governments. Central Government is re-
sponsible for procurement, allocation and transportation of foodgrains up to the
designated depots of Food Corporation of India. The operational responsibilities for
allocation and distribution of foodgrains within the States/UTs, identification of eli-
gible Below Poverty Line (BPL) families, issuance of ration cards to them and super-
vision over and monitoring of functioning of Fair Price Shops (FPSs) rest with the

concerned State/UT Governments.

(d) As per the details available in the National Sample Survey Organization
(NSSO) Report No. 540 of NSS 66th round (July 2009-June 2010) on "Nutritional
Intake in India", the per capita per day intake of calorie (Kcal) for rural and urban

population was as under:
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Year Rural Urban
2004-05 2047 2020
2009-10 2020 1946

Issue of smart cards

t2245. SHRI OM PRAKASH MATHUR: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has issued smart cards in place of ration cards in
some of the States to provide foodgrains through Public Distribution System (PDS);

(b) if so, the details thereof and the details of benefits achieved from it;
(c) whether Government proposes to extend this scheme to other States also;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the details of the allocation made under PDS for the current year, State-
wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.\V. THOMAS): (a) to (d) Government
has initiated implementation of Component-1 of the scheme for End-to-end
Computerisation of Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) Operations, which
comprises digitization of ration cards/beneficiary and other databases, computerization
of supply-chain management, setting up of transparency portal and grievance
redressal mechanisms.

As part of Fair Price Shop (FPS) automation, some States/UTs namely,
Chandigarh UT, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Odisha, Puducherry UT, etc. have reported
issuance of TPDS commodities on pilot basis using Smart Cards wherein existing
ration cards are replaced by Smart Cards. These Smart Cards have biometric features
of members of beneficiary families, based on which verification of the beneficiary
family takes place and only thereafter, the essential commodities are issued to the
intended beneficiaries from the FPSs.

The exact model of FPS automation, that is, Aadhaar based authentication
through Point of Sale (PoS) devices, Smart Cards, etc. would be finalised by the
Government in consultation with States/UTs and taken up in the next phase.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(e) State-wise details of allocation of foodgrains (wheat and rice) under TPDS
during 2013-14 is given in Statement.

Statement

Annual allocation of foodgrains (wheat and rice)
under TPDS during 2013-14

(in thousand tons)

Sl. State/UT Antyodaya Below Poverty Above Poverty
No. Anna Yojana Line Line
1 2 3 4 5
1 Andhra Pradesh 654.288 1052.088 211644
2 Arunachal Pradesh 15.972 25524 60.06
3 Assam 295.692 475.224 1115.94
4 Bihar 1050.42 1689.372 964.08
5 Chhattisgarh 301.944 485.688 456.48
6 Delhi 63.084 108.696 427.14
7 Goa 6.108 5532 51.396
8 Gujarat 340.08 550.368 1194.66
9 Haryana 122.82 208.572 424.62
10 Himachal Pradesh 82.74 13314 312.06
1 Jammu and Kashmir 107.388 201.696 447.72
12 Jharkhand 385.524 619.968 353.16
13 Karnataka 477.816 836.46 1135.452
14 Kerala 250.26 402.348 820.08
15 Madhya Pradesh 664.26 1068.216 1004.04

16 Maharashtra 1034.88 1709.424 2014.74
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1 2 3 4 5
17 Manipur 26.724 43.008 101.22
18 Meghalaya 20484 47.376 111.72
19 Mizoram 10.92 17.64 4158
2 Nagaland 19.968 32112 74.796
21 Odisha 53112 1165.572 495.18
2 Punjab 75.36 121.176 631.44
23 Rajasthan 391.488 629.532 1158.48
24 Sikkim 6.936 11.304 26.04
25 Tamil Nadu 783.144 1259.232 1680.456
26 Tripura 47.52 76.38 179.34
27 Uttarakhand 80.184 128.988 302.82
28 Uttar Pradesh 1719.696 2765.484 2783.34
29 West Bengal 621.684 1553.58 1681.932
0 Andaman and 201 534 26.67

Nicobar Islands

31 Chandigarh 0624 3.756 324

32 Dadra and Nagar 2.196 5.028 3.24
Haveli

3 Daman and Diu 0.636 1.044 3972

A Lakshadweep 0504 0.756 3.36

3H Pudducherry 13548 21.564 252

TotaL 10217.02 17461.19 22261.25
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Assessment of poverty

2246. SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR ROY: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether according to a report of Planning Commission, published in July
2013, poverty in the country is reduced to 21.9 per cent in 2011-12;

(b) whether the report has drawn poverty line at Rs. 816 per capita per
month for rural areas and Rs.1000/- per capita per month in urban areas;

(c) if so, the reasons for bringing 67 per cent of the population under Food
Security Ordinance ignoring the assessment of Planning Commission;

(d) whether Government is considering rejection of Planning Commission's
assessment on reduction of poverty and yardstick of poverty line; and

(e) if not, reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The
Planning Commission estimates the incidence of poverty from the Large Sample
Surveys on Household Consumer Expenditure carried out by the National Sample
Survey Office (NSSO) of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation,
based on the methodology determined by an Expert Committee. The NSSO surveys
are normally conducted on quinquennial basis. The latest data of large sample
survey on Household Consumer Expenditure has been collected by NSSO in its 68"
Round conducted in 2011-12. Based on this data, the Planning Commission has
estimated poverty lines and poverty ratio in 2011-12 following the Tendulkar
Committee methodology. According to a Press Note, released by the Planning
Commission on 22.07.2013, the poverty in India has reduced to 21.9% in 2011-12 and
the poverty line at all India level has been estimated as Monthly Per-Capita
Consumption Expenditure of Rs. 816/- for rural areas and Rs. 1000/- for urban areas.

(c) Coverage under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) under the
National Food Security Ordinance, 2013, has been delinked from the poverty esti-
mates and the Ordinance provides for coverage of upto 75% of the rural and upto
50% of the urban population, which comes to about 67% of the total population,
to receive subsidised foodgrains under TPDS.
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(d) and (e) The methodology for estimation of poverty line followed by the
Planning Commission has been based on the recommendations made by the experts
in the field. The present poverty estimates are based on the methodology
recommended by the Expert Group under the chairmanship of Prof. Suresh
D. Tendulkar in 2009. The Planning Commission reviews the methodology for
estimation of poverty from time to time to make the estimates of poverty
contemporaneous. The Planning Commission, in June, 2012, has constituted an
Expert Group under the chairmanship of Dr. C. Rangarajan to 'Review the
Methodology for Measurement of Poverty'.

Families covered by Food Security Law

12247. DR. VIJAYLAXMI SADHO: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether identification of priority families as mentioned in the draft Food
Security Bill would be based on the survey conducted for persons living Below
Poverty Line (BPL) in 2001;

(b) if so, whether Government is aware that the said BPL survey list has
excluded the actual poor and included the names of many rich and employed
persons; and

(c) if so, whether Government would conduct a fresh survey?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.\V. THOMAS): (a) to (c) As per the
National Food Security Bill, 2013, passed by the Lok Sabha on 26.8.2013, upto 75%
of the rural and upto 50% of the urban population, at the all India level, will be
entitled to receive subsidised foodgrains under Targeted Public Distribution System
(TPDS). It further provides that corresponding to the above, the State-wise coverage
will be determined by the Central Government. As regards identification, the Bill
provides that within the coverage under TPDS determined for each State, the
identification of priority households is to be done by the State Governments, in
accordance with such guidelines as State Government may specify.

Issue of BPL ration cards

12248. SHRI PARVEZ HASHMI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@ the details of total number of BPL families in the country, State-wise;

(b) the details of people given and yet to be given BPL ration cards in the
country, as on date, State-wise;

(c) the details of ration cards meant for other categories, State-wise; and
(d) the details of ration allocated to States during last ten years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Planning
Commission is the nodal agency of the Government of India for estimating poverty
at National and State levels. The Planning Commission estimates the number of
persons living below the poverty line in the States from the data of Large Sample
Surveys on Household Consumer Expenditure conducted by National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO). Based on the latest Large Sample Survey of Consumer Expenditure
of NSS 68" round (2011-12), the number of persons.living below poverty line has
been estimated following Tendulkar Committee methodology as 27 crore in 2011-12.
The State-wise details of number of persons living below poverty line are given in
Statement-1 (See below).

(b) For allocation of foodgrains (wheat and rice) to States and Union
Territories (UTs) under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), Department of
Food and Public Distribution uses the number of Below Poverty Line (BPL) families
based on 1993-94 poverty estimates of Planning Commission and the population
estimates of Registrar General of India as on 1st March, 2000 or the number of
such families actually identified and ration cards issued to them by State/UT Govern-
ments, whichever is less. As per these estimates, the number of BPL families is 6.52
crore, which includes 2.43 crore Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) families. However,
as reported upto 30.06.2013, State/UT Governments have issued 11.14 crore BPL
ration cards, which includes 2.43 crore AAY ration cards. A statement showing State/
UT-wise accepted number of BPL families including AAY families and ration cards
issued to them by States/UTs is given in Statement-11 (See below). To ensure
coverage of all eligible households under TPDS, the PDS (Control) Order, 2001
inter-alia stipulates that State Governments shall get the lists of BPL and
Antyodaya families reviewed every year for the purpose of deletion of ineligible
families and inclusion of eligible families.

() The PDS (Control) Order, 2001 provides that the State Governments shall
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issue distinctive ration cards to Above Poverty Line (APL), BPL and Antyodaya
families. Some States/UTs have reported issuance of ration cards to categories other
than the above referred category. However, the details of such categories are not
maintained in this Department.

(d) A Statement showing allocation of foodgrains (rice and wheat) under
normal TPDS to States/UTs by the Government during the last ten years is given
in Statement-III.

Statement-1

State-wise estimated number of persons living below poverty line
for the year 2011-12 (Tendulkar Methodology)

SI. No. States No. of persons
(in lakhs)

1 2 3

1 Andhra Pradesh 78.8
2 Arunachal Pradesh 49
3 Assam 1013
4 Bihar 358.2
5 Chhattisgarh 104.1
6 Goa 08
7 Gujarat 102.2
8 Haryana 288
9 Himachal Pradesh 56
10 Jammu and Kashmir 133
1 Jharkhand 1243
12 Karnataka 1298
13 Karala 239

14 Madhya Pradesh 2341
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1 2 3
15 Maharashtra 1979
16 Manipur 10.2
17 Meghalaya 36
18 Mizoram 23
19 Nagaland 38
20 Orissa 1385
21 Punjab 232
Rajasthan 1029
Sikkim 05
24 Tamil Nadu 82.6
25 Tripura 52
26 Uttarakhand 116
21. Uttar Pradesh 598.2
28. West Bengal 185.0
ALL INDIA : 2697.8
Statement-11
State-wise accepted number of BPL families and BPL/AAY ration
cards issued by States/lUTs as on 30.06.2013
Sl.  State/UT Accepted Ration Cards (In lakhs)
No. No. of BPL
households BPL AAY Total
(in lakhs) (BPL+AAY)
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Andhra Pradesh 40.63 199.93 1558 21551
2 Arunachal Pradesh 0.99 0.61 0.38 0.99
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1 2 3 4 5 6
3 Assam 18.36 12.02 704 19.06
4 Bihar 65.23 39.22 2501 64.23
5 Chhattisgarh 18.75 11.56 7.19 18.75
6 Delhi 4.09 167 150 317
7 Goa 0.48 0.17 0.14 031
8 Gujarat 21.20 251 8.10 321
9 Haryana 7.89 9.4 292 12.86
10 Himachal Pradesh 514 317 197 514
11 Jammu and Kashmir 7.36 4.80 2.56 7.36
12 Jharkand 2394 14.76 9.18 2394
13 Karnataka 3129 86.41 11.38 97.79
14 Kerala 1554 14.47 5.96 2043
15 Madhya Pradesh 41.25 52.48 15.82 68.30
16 Maharashtra 65.34 45.838 24.64 70.52
17 Manipur 1.66 102 0.64 1.66
18  Meghalaya 183 113 0.70 183
19  Mizoram 0.68 0.42 0.26 0.68
20 Nagaland 124 0.77 0.47 124
21 Odisha 32.98 36.78 12.65 49.43

Punjab 4.68 2.89 179 4.68
23 Rajasthan 24.31 16.53 9.32 25.85
24 Sikkim 0.43 0.27 0.16 0.43

25  Tamil Nadu * 48.63 176.78 18.65 195.43
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1 2 3 4 5 6
26 Tripura 295 182 113 295
27 Uttar Pradesh 106.79 65.84 40.95 106.79
28 Uttarakhand 498 3.07 191 498
29  West Bengal 5179 39.92 14.80 54.72
30 Andaman and 0.28 0.08 0.04 0.12

Nicobar Islands

31  Chandigarh 0.23 0.09 0.02 011

32 Dadra and Nagar 0.18 0.12 0.05 0.17
Haveli

33 Daman and Diu 0.04 0.03 0.01 0.04

34 Lakshdweep 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.03

35 Puducherry 0.84 117 0.32 149
TotAL : 652.03 870.95 243.25 1114.20

* Separate figures of APL/BPL cards in Tamil Nadu are not available as there is no
categorisation on the basis of APL/BPL in the State.

Statement-111
Allocation under normal TPDS from 2003-04 to 2013-14 (Upto June, 2013)

(in lakh tons)

Year Allocation
BPL AAY BPL+AAY APL Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2003-04 Rice 126.57 25.06 151.63 19151 343.14
Wheat 99.13 20.50 119.63 249.76 369.39
TotAL 225.70 45.56 271.26 441.27 712.53
2004-05 Rice 119.25 34.27 15352 191.00 344.52
Wheat 9347 26.33 119.80 252.68 37248

TotaL 212.72 60.60 273.32 44368  717.00
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2005-06 Rice 118.99 49.89 168.89 231.00 399.89
Wheat 73.02 30.78 103.80 21253 316.33
TotAL 192.01 80.67 272.68 443.53 716.22
2006-07 Rice 125.01 62.62 187.63 24474 432.37
Wheat 55.03 3107 86.10 58.08 144.19
TotAL 180.04 93.69 27373 302.83 576.56
2007-08 Rice 123.35 66.97 190.32 82.82 27315
Wheat 50.30 33.99 84.29 3534 119.63
TotAL 173.65 100.97 274.62 118.16 392.78
2008-09 Rice 114.94 67.21 182.15 59.16 241.30
Wheat 50.11 34.75 93.86 52.60 146.46
TotAL 174.05 101.96 276.01 111.75 387.76
2009-10 Rice 113.89 67.15 181.05 67.14 248.19
Wheat 60.24 34.80 95.04 132.80 22784
TotAL 174.13 101.96 276.09 199.94 476.03
2010-11 Rice 116.58 68.37 184.95 76.03 260.98
Wheat 5791 33.92 91.83 122.66 214.49
TotAL 174.49 102.29 276.78 198.69 47547
2011-12 Rice 116.19 68.92 185.11 76.16 261.27
Wheat 58.20 33.46 91.66 135.83 227.49
TotAL 174.39 102.38 276.77 21199 488.76
2012-13 Rice 116.11 68.74 184.85 86.55 27140
Wheat 58.50 3342 9193 141.35 23328
TotAL 174.61 102.17 276.78 22791 504.68
2013-14 Rice 29.03 17.19 46.21 2.57 66.78
(Upto June,
2013) Wheat 14.63 8.36 2298 35.08 58.07
TotAL : 43.65 2554 69.19 55.65 124.85
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Wastage of foodgrains in FCI godowns

2249. SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that a large quantity of foodgrains gets damaged in
FCI godowns of various States; and

(b) if so, the details thereof, State-wise and foodgrain-wise during last three
years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.\V. THOMAS): (a) No, Sir. However,
some quantity of foodgrains get damaged /become non-issuable during storage due
to various reasons such as storage pest attack, leakages in the roof, exposure to
moisture in case of unscientific storage, floods or negligence on the part of persons
concerned in taking precautionary measures etc.

(b) A quantity of 6346 tons, 3338 tons and 3148 tons of foodgrains accrued
as damaged /non-issuable in Food Corporation of India (FCI) during 2010-11, 2011-12
and 2012-13 respectively. Foodgrain-wise and State-wise details are given in State-
ment-1, Il and III.

Statement-1

Region-wise accrual of Non-issuable Damaged Foodgrains
in FCI during 2010-11

(Figures in tons)

SI. No. Region Wheat Rice Coarse grains Total
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Bihar 112 88 0 200
2 Jharkhand K 0 0 39
3 Orissa 18 0 0 18
4. West Bengal 23 899 0 922

5. Assam 2 47 0 49
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1 2 3 4 5 6
6. North East Frontier 0 175 0 175
7. Nagaland and Manipur 0 1 0 1
8. Delhi 1 0 0 1
) Haryna 28 25 0 53
10. Punjab 67 115 0 182
1. Rajasthan 21 0 0 21
12, Uttar Pradesh. 518 2 0 520
13. Uttarakhand 931 407 0 1338
14. Andhra Pradesh 0 3 0 3
15. Kerala 37 62 0 9
16. Karnataka 0 17 0 17
17. Tamil Nadu 0 12 0 12
18. Gujarat 148 6 2441 2595
19. Maharashtra 49 48 0 97
20. Madhya Pradesh. 1 1 0 2
2L Chhattisgarh 2 0 0 2
TotAL : 1997 1908 2441 6346
Statement-11

Region-wise accrual of Non-issuable Damaged Foodgrains
in FCI during 2011-12

SI. No. Region Wheat Rice Total
1 2 3 4 5
1 Jharkhand 17 12

2 Orissa 36 0 36
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1 2 3 4 5
3 West Bengal 103 374 477
4, Assam 428 14 442
5 Delhi 109 0 109
6. Punjab 0 37 37
7. Rajasthan 30 0 30
8. Uttar Pradesh 225 258
9 Uttarakhand 72 0 72
10. Andhra Pradesh 0.26 4.07 433
11. Kerala 3 197 200
12, Tamil Nadu 1 28 29
13. Gujarat 22 4 26
14. Maharashtra 1444 29 1473
15. Chhattisgarh 145 12.33 13.78

TotAL : 2401.61 936.4 3338.01

Statement-111
Region-wise accrual of Non-issuable Damaged Foodgrains
in FCI during 2012-13
(Figures in tons)

SI. No. Region Wheat Rice Paddy Total
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Bihar 8335 160.8 3 997.3
2 Jharkhand 142 201 0 343
3 Orissa 1 0 0 1
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1 2 3 4 5 6
4 West Bengal 0 45 0 45
5 Assam 0 51.54 0 51.54
6 North Easter Frontier 0 195 0 195
7 Delhi 39.86 0 0 39.86
8 Haryana 148.04 0 0 148.04
9 Punjab A 89 0 123
10 Rajasthan 27.83 3 0 120.83
1 Uttar Pradesh 1 17.3 0 18.3
12 Uttarakhand 21 0 0 21
13 Andhra Pradesh 24.72 0 0 24.72
14 Karnataka 107.09 34.67 0 141.76
15 Tamil Nadu 743.29 6.37 0 749.66
16 Gujarat 195 0 0 195
17 Maharashtra 0 A 0 61
18 Madhya Pradesh 3.02 0 0 3.02
19 Chhattisgarh 6.46 2.52 0 8.98

TotAL : 241723 72821 3 314844

Payment settlement crisis at NSEL

2250. SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has taken cognizance of the major payment
settlement crisis at National Spot Exchange Limited (NSEL);

(b) if so, the details of the real cause of such a major crisis and the amount
involved;
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(c) the action Government has taken against those responsible for the crisis;
and

(d) the steps Government has taken to protect the interests of the retail
investors?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.\V. THOMAS): (a) to (d) The matter
is under examination.

Items under PDS

2251. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the reasons for increase in the price of essential commodities during the
last few months;

(b) the steps Government has taken or proposes to take to contain rise in
prices of essential commodities;

(c) whether there is any proposal to add a few more items to the basket of
PDS;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) Wholesale
Price index (WPI), which is an indicator of general price trend of essential
commodities, shows that the overall rate of inflation for Food Articles which was at
11.95% in February 2013, with fluctuations stood at 11.91% for the month of July,
2013.

Rise in the prices of essential commodities are due to several factors such as
shortfall in domestic supply related to demand, transportation cost, adverse weather
conditions, improvement in income and living standards with resultant changes in
dietary habits etc.

Government has initiated several measures to contain price rise and improve
the availability of essential commodities. The steps in operation include allowing
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import of various items of mass consumption at zero or concessional import duties
together with restrictions on exports, prescribing stockholding limits under Essential
Commodities Act and allocation of foodgrains at affordable prices under Targeted
Public Distribution System (TPDS).

(c) to (e) There is no such proposal under consideration of the Government at
present.

Construction of Godown under PPP Scheme

12252. SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the objectives of Government while implementing Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) scheme for constructing godowns and whether its objectives have been
fulfilled;

(b) whether it is a fact that the norms set by Government for the Public
Private Partnership were not appropriate due to which hundred per cent target could
not be achieved; and

(c) whether Government is considering to review the norms, and if not, the
reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.\V. THOMAS): (a) There were gaps
in the storage capacity for foodgrains available in various States which were
attempted to be met through PPP scheme for constructing godowns. The objective
was to invite private sector investment in the storage sector. Against approved
capacity of 203 lakh MT under Private Entrepreneurs ,uarantee (PEG) Scheme 148
lakh MT has been sanctioned. The objectives have been broadly met.

(b) and (c) No. Sir. Issues relating to environmental clearances, complexity of
land laws, land use changes, delays in approval of layout plans by concerned
authorities, have hampered the progress under PEG scheme to achieve hundred
percent target as scheduled.

In order to remove bottlenecks and elicit better response from the investors,
the following changes have been made in the Model Tender Format (MTF) for the
PEG scheme by FCI:

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(i) The bidders may be allowed to bid anywhere in the Revenue District in
the hilly areas.

(i)  Provision for furnishing Non-Encumbrance Certificate (NEC) with technical
bid has been relaxed.

(i) Provision for High Tension line free land at the time of site inspection,
has also been relaxed.

Identification of BPL families

2253. SHRI RABINARAYAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is allocating BPL rice for 27.76 lakh families
@ 35 Kkg. per family as per survey in 1997 and Government of Odisha is distribut-
ing it to 42.31 lakhs families @ 25 kg. per family per month at present;

(b) whether Government is awaiting Hashim Committee Report to identify BPL
families; and

(c) whether in 2011 census, the number of BPL families have increased to
97 lakhs, but Government is not enhancing BPL rice quota to Government of Odisha
even at its several requests?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) For allocation of
foodgrains (rice and wheat) to States and Union Territories (UTs) under Targeted
Public Distribution System (TPDS), Department of Food and Public Distribution uses
the number of Below Poverty Line (BPL) families based on 1993-94 poverty
estimates of Planning Commission and the population estimates of Registrar General
of India (RGI) as on 1st March, 2000 or the number of such families actually
identified and ration cards issued to them by State/UT Governments, whichever is
less. As per these estimates, the total number of BPL families in the country is 6.52
crore, which includes about 2.43 crore Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) families.
Under the TPDS, the State of Odisha is being allotted 141391 tons of rice @ 35 kg
per family per month for 32.98 lakh Below Poverty Line (BPL) families, including
12.65 lakh Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) families.

As reported by State of Odisha upto 30.06.2013, they have issued 49.43 lakh
BPL ration cards including 12.65 lakh AAY cards. State Government has reported
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distribution of foodgrains @ 25 kg per family per month for BPL category and
foodgrains @ 35 kg per family per month to AAY category.

(b) In so far identification of families for distribution of foodgrains under
TPDS is concerned, Government has introduced the National Food Security Bill
(NFSB), 2013 on 07.08.2013 which Government passed in the Lok Sabha on
26.08.2013. As per the Bill, 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban population at the
all India level, will be entitled to receive 5 kg of subsidized foodgrains per person
per month under TPDS. The existing AAY households will however continue to
receive 35 kgs of foodgrains per household per month. The Bill inter-alia provides
that within the coverage under TPDS determined for each State, the identification of
priority households is to be done by State Governments in accordance with
guidelines to be prescribed by them.

(c) Considering the requests of the State Government of Odisha and
availability of stocks in the Central Pool, Government of India has been making
additional allocation of rice to the State of Odisha for BPL families over and above
normal BPL allocation since 2010-11. Odisha was allotted additional 252906 tons of
rice each for 2010-11 and 2011-12 and 227615 tons of rice in 2012-13 for additional
BPL families. Further, 143702 tons and 204647 tons of rice was allotted in 2011-12
and 2012-13 respectively for additional BPL/AAY families in the poorest/backward
districts of Odisha.

Rise in prices of wheat, pulses etc.

2254. SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that prices of wheat, pulses and other essential
commodities like edible oil and sugar have sharply increased during the last three
years;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and

(c) the action Government has taken/ proposes to take to check their prices
so that these items are within reach of common man?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) which is an indicator of general price trend, show that
during the period 2010 to 2012 the annual rate of inflation for Primary Food Articles
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was 17.70% for the year 2010, declined to 9.09% for the year 2011 and to 8.50%
for the year 2012. During the month of July 2013 rate of inflation for food articles
stood at 11.91%. The details are as follows:

Commodity Name 2010 2011 2012 July, 2013
Food Articles 17.70 9.09 850 1191
Cereals 1.72 3.87 9.56 17.66
Rice 7.56 3.24 8.91 2115
Wheat 7.78 -1.58 9.47 13.42
Pulses 12.33 -181 18.86 -7.39
Vegetables 8.28 7.65 11.12 46.59
Sugar 14.70 0.57 9.88 193
Edible oils 235 13.35 9.92 -2.23
Source: DIPP

Rise in the prices of essential commodities are due to several factors such as
shortfall in domestic supply related to demand, transportation cost, weather
conditions and improvement in income and living standards with resultant changes
in dietary habits etc.

(c) With a view to insulate the vulnerable sections of society and common man,
Government has initiated several measures to contain price rise and improve availability
of essential commodities such as import of various items of mass consumption at zero or
concessional import duties together with restriction on exports, prescribing stock holding
limits under Essential Commodities Act and allocation of foodgrains at affordable prices
under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS).

Per capita availability consumption of foodgrains

2255. DR. T.N. SEEMA: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ the comparative figures of per capita availability of foodgrains in rural and
urban areas of the country in 2000-2001 and at present;
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(b) the per capita average consumption of foodgrains in the country;

(c) whether foodgrains being provided to families living Below Poverty Line
(BPL) is equal to the per capita average consumption in the country;

(d) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(e) the steps taken by Government to ensure adequate availability of
foodgrains in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) The per capita net
availability of foodgrains in the country for 2001,2005 and 2010-2012 was as under:

(Grams per day)

Year Foodgrains
2001 416.2
2005 4224
2010 4371
2011 4536
2012(P) 4499

(b) As per the latest available data through Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey (various rounds) carried out by National Sample Survey Office
(NSSO), the per capita consumption of cereals was as under:

(Kg. per Annum)

Year Cereals

Rural Urban
1993-94 163.03 128.97
2004-05 147.46 120.94
2009-10 138.08 114.05

(c) and (d) Government of India allocates foodgrains (rice/wheat) @ 35 kg per
family per month under the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) to BPL
families in all States/Union Territories (UTs).
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(e) Between 2001-02 and 2011-12, production of foodgrains has increased
from 212.85 million tons to 259.29 million tons. Government implements various
programmes/schemes viz Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), National Food
Security Mission (NFSM), Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI) etc.
with the objective of increasing production and productivity.

Missing of huge stock of paddy and wheat from CWC godowns

2256. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Will the Minister of CONSUMER
AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether huge stock of paddy and wheat are reported missing from the
godowns of Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC) in various States;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor, State-wise;
(c) the action taken against the concerned authorities so far; and

(d) the steps being taken to increase the security of foodgrains at Central
Warehousing Corporation godowns?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) There is
no incident of loss of Paddy reported from the godowns of the Central
Warehousing Corporation (CWC). However, 8756 bags of wheat and 2595 bags of
rice belonging to Food Corporation of India (FCI) have been reported short at
Central Warehouse, Amrawati in the State of Maharashtra and theft of 186 bags of
Rice belonging to FCI has been reported at Central Warehouse, Jeypore (Odisha)
during December, 2011. No clear reasons for short of the wheat and rice have been
identified.

() In the case of missing stock of wheat and rice at Amrawati, FIR has
been lodged at local Police Station against 11 employees of the Corporation and
the Warehouse Manager has been transferred. In case of theft of rice at Jeypore,
FIR has been lodged with the local Police and claim has also been raised with the
Insurance Company towards the cost of stocks.

(d) CWC has adequate security arrangements for the safety and security of
stocks stored at its Warehouses. Monthly physical verification is carried out and
tallied with records. General inspections, technical inspections and internal audits are
also carried out at regular intervals to ensure quality and quantity of the stocks.
Vigilance Division also undertakes periodic preventive checks.
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Pendency of cases in consumer courts

2257. SHRIMATI MAYA SINGH: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that many cases of consumer disputes take very long
time to be resolved and the public are at loss; and

(b) if so, whether Government has data of the number of cases lying
pending in different Dispute Redressal Commissions across the country, and if so,
the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) No, Sir.
The norm laid down in Consumer Protection Act, 1986 for disposal of consumer
cases is 3 to 5 months. However, in certain cases there are unavoidable delay in
disposal due to various reasons. As per information received from National
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (NCDRC), the total pendency in National
Commission, State Commissions and in District Fora are about 12.95%, 15.59% and
7.79% respectively. The details of cases pending in various Consumer Courts are as

follows:

(as on 28.8.2013)

Sl. No. Name of Agency Cases filled since  Cases disposed of Cases
inception since inception pending

1 National Commission 82612 71915 10697

2 State Commission 611804 516448 95356
3 District Fora 3307160 3049615 257545
TotAL : 4001576 3637978 363598

Construction of new warehouses

2258. SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RAL:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:
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(@ the details of warehousing facility augmented during last year and the
current year so far, State-wise;

(b) whether more warehouses would be required due to implementation of
Food Security Act, if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government has any plan to construct new warehouses in the
country in view of the above; if so, the details thereof, State-wise;

(d) whether Government would provide any financial assistance to those who
construct small warehouses in private capacity; and

(e) if so, the details thereof; and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) Details of
warehousing facility augmented during last year and the current year so far, is as

under:

(figures in MTs)
Name of Agency/ Scheme Last Year (2012-13) Current Year

(2013-14)

Central Warehousing Corporation 31700 9400
(CWC) Statement-1 (See below) (upto July, 2013)
State Warehousing Corporations 601000 339000
(SWCs) Statement-11 (See below) (upto July, 2013)
Food Corporation of India (FCI) 4570 - -
-Plan Scheme Statement-I1l (See below)
Private Entrepreneurs Guarantee (PEG) 2817000 7328000
Scheme Statement-IV (See below) (as on 31.7.13)
Grameen Bhandaran Yojana Statement-V 2913618 364897
(See below) (upto June 2013)

(b) and (c) To meet the requirement of increased storage capacity the PEG
Scheme has been devised. For this purpose, storage requirement of a State has been
assessed keeping in view different requirements of consuming and procuring regions.
In procuring states, peak stocks in the last 3 years is the benchmark whereas in



Written Answers to [30 August, 2013] Unstarred Questions 221

consuming states capacity equivalent to 4 months consumption is the yardstick.
The Government is promoting construction of storage capacity under PPP mode.
Under PEG Scheme, a capacity of 203.76 lakh MT has been approved for
construction of godowns at various locations in 19 states. Out of this, a capacity of
145.38 lakh MT has been sanctioned/allotted to private investors, Central
Warehousing Corporation (CWC) and State Warehousing Corporations(SWCs). A
capacity of 73.02 lakh MT has already been completed. For ensuring long-term
scientific storage, the Government has also approved construction of 20 lakh MTs
of storage capacity in silos within the overall sanctioned capacity of the PEG
Scheme through the PPP mode. Under the Plan Scheme there is a proposal to
augment 6,10,860 MT capacity Food Grain Godown by FCI during 12th Five Year
Plan (2012-17). This includes 5,34,640 MT alone in North East Areas including Sikkim
and 76,220 MT capacity in the areas other than North East.

(d) and (e) The project for construction of rural godown under Grameen
Bhandaran Yojana can be taken up by various categories of beneficiaries to whom
capital assistance under the scheme is provided by way of back ended subsidy.
Subsidy @ 25% of project cost is provided to all categories of farmers, agriculture
graduates, cooperatives and Central Warehousing Corporation/State Warehousing
Corporations; @ 15% of project cost to individuals, companies and corporations and
@ 33.33% of project cost in case of North-Eastern States/hilly areas, women farmers
and SC/ST entrepreneurs and their cooperatives.

Statement-1

State-wise storage capacity by Central Warehousing Corporation
during the year 2012-13 and 2013-14 (upto 31st July, 2013)

Sl. State Capacity

No. 2012-13 2013-14
1 Odisha 5000

2 West Bengal 5200
3 Kerala 5000

4 Rajasthan 19700

5 Uttar Pradesh 4200
6 Assam 2000

TotAL : 31700 9400
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State-wise details of constructed covered capacity by State Warehousing
Corporation during 2012-13 and 2013-14 (Upto 31st, July 2013)

(Figure in lakh MT)

SI. No. Name of SWC 2012-13 2013-14
1 Andhra Pradesh 0.83 0.02
2. Assam 0.01 0
3 Bihar 0.25 0.01
4. Chhatisgarh 0.90 0.49
5 Haryana 0.99 0
6. Karnataka 0.64 0.54
7. Kerala 0.09 0
8 Madhya Pradesh 0.21 0.97
9 Maharashtra 110 0.71
10. Odisha 0.42 0.10
11, Punjab 0 0.05
12. Rajasthan 0.11 0.25
13. Tamil Nadu 0 0.25
14. Uttar Pradesh 0.46 0
TotAL : 6.01 3.39

Statement-111

The details of the storage capacity created/ to be created by
FCI during 2012-13 and current year i.e. 2013-14 under plan

scheme for construction of storage godowns

(Figures in MTs)

SI. No. Name Of State/ Centre 2012-2013 2013-2014
(Projected)

1 2 3 4

A. North East Including Sikkim

I Assam 0 32000

Il Arunachal Pradesh 0 7760
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1 2 3 4
. Manipur # 2910 2500
\V4 Meghalaya 0 2500
VI. Nagaland 0 7,500
VII. Sikkim 0 1000
Su ToraL (NE) 2910 53260
B. Other Than NE
I Orissa - 10000
i Kerala - 10000
[\ Himachal Pradesh ## 1660 -
SuB TotaL (OTHERS) 1660 20000
Granp ToTAL (NE+OTHERS) 4570 73260

# Out of this capacity, 4590 MT (3340 MT Senapati & 1250 MT at Jiribam in Manipur)

has been completed during 2012-13.

## 1660 MT capacity in HP at Noorpur was the spillover capacity of 11th Plan which

was completed in 2012-13.

Statement-1V

State-wise capacity completed by CWC, SWCs and Private Investors

under PEG Scheme as on 31st July, 2013

SI. No. Centre Capacity approved by HLC Total capacity completed
1 2 3 4

1 Andhra Pradesh 4,51,000 1,99,800

2 Bihar 9,40,000 33,667

3 Chhattisgarh 542,600 247,350

4 Gujarat 1,00,000 4,800

5 Haryana 39,52,800 1521,513

6 Himachal Pradesh 1,42,550 2,500

7 Jammu and Kashmir 3,61,690 40,000

8 Jharkhand 4,75.000 15,000
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1 2 3 4
9 Karnataka 3,55,300 2,73,370
10 Kerala 55,000 5,000
u Madhya Pradesh 23,66,600 2,22,670
12 Maharashtra 6,99,900 3,34,687
13 Odisha 3,75,000 2,09,000
14 Punjab 49,99,000 33,46,788
15 Rajasthan 2,50,000 1,63,000
16 Tamil Nadu 3,45,000 85,000
17 Uttar Pradesh 32,95,500 5,98,364
18 Uttarakhand 25,000 -
19 West Bengal 6,43,600 26,000
TotAL : 2,03,75,540 73,28,509

*In addition to 203.76 LMT, a capacity of 3.19 LMT is also approved for construction
under PEG Scheme parallelly with 12th Five Year Plan in six NE States.

Statement-V

Details of Rural Godowns Constructed during 2012-13 and 2013-14
(up to June,2013) under Grameen Bhandaran Yojana

Sl. No. State 2012-13 2013-14 (up to June'l3)
No. of Capacity No. of Capacity
godowns created godowns created
completed  during the Completed  during the
year in year in
MT MT
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Andhra Pradesh 10 73063.67 0 0
2 Arunachal Pradesh 0 0 0 0
3 Assam 08 37949 0 0
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1 2 3 4 5 6
4 Bihar 17 26943 4 8675
5 Chhattisgarh 09 25260 01 1920
6 Goa 0 0 0 0
7 Gujarat 1124 288471 02 27
8 Haryana 36 417081 06 93340
9 Himachal Pradesh 01 99.07 01 246.77
10 Jammu and Kashmir 0 0 0 0
u Jharkhand 01 517097 0 0
12 Karnataka 84 126276 03 5393
13 Kerala 0 0 0 0
14 Madhya Pradesh 0 0 0 0
15 Maharashtra 89 156939 0 0
16 Meghalaya 0 0 0 0
17 Mizoram 0 0 0 0
18 Nagaland 0 0 0 0
19 Orissa 08 6055.44 02 2684
2 Punjab IE 1343363 0 0
21 Rajasthan 20 48966 0 0
2 Tamil Nadu 16 74721 02 23139

Uttar Pradesh 18 128031.3 4 24011.17
24 Uttarakhand 17 77448.06 18 79627.15
25 West Bengal A 77780.82 38 125633.99
26 Tripura 0 0 0 0
27 UTs 0 0 0 0

TotaL : 1567 2913618 81 364897.1
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Distribution of foodgrains under Food Security Act

2259. SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RAL:
Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC
DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether Food Security Act would be implemented through existing Public
Distribution System (PDS);

(b) if so, the details thereof:

(c) whether Government has taken fresh measures to streamline the PDS in
the country which has 40 per cent leakage and diversion of foodgrains;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) if not, how Government would be able to ensure food security and
proper distribution of foodgrains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V. THOMAS): (a) and (b) The
National Food Security Bill, 2013 (NFSB), introduced in the Lok Sabha on 7.8.2013
inter-alia provides that upto 75% of the rural and upto 50% of the urban
population, at the all India level, will be entitled to receive subsidised foodgrains
under Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS). As such, the TPDS will continue
to be implemented, though with the changed parameters relating to coverage,
foodgrain entitlements, prices etc. prescribed in the Bill.

(c) to (e) Yes, Sir. Strengthening and streamlining of TPDS is a continuous
process. Government has regularly reviewed and has issued instructions to States/
UTs to strengthen functioning of TPDS by improving monitoring mechanism and
vigilance, increased transparency in functioning of TPDS, adoption of revised Model
Citizen's Charter, monthly certification of foodgrains at Fair Price Shops (FPS) and
improving the efficiency of FPS operations, etc.

The NFSB also prescribes measures for reforms in TPDS which Central and
State Governments shall endeavour to progressively undertake. These reforms
inter alia include, doorstep delivery of foodgrains to the TPDS outlets, application
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of information and communication technology tools including end-to-end computer-
ization, leveraging "aadhaar™ for unique identification, with biometric information of
entitled beneficiaries for proper targeting of benefits, diversification of commodities
distributed under the Public Distribution System over a period of time etc.

Success of PPP model in Food Processing Sector

2260. SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Will the Minister of FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@ how far the PPP model is successfully encouraged to be utilised by the
farmers in Food Processing sector; and

(b) how far the State Governments are successfully engaged in achieving
this?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOR PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) The Ministry is provid-
ing financial assistance to industries/ institutions/ entrepreneurs/ organizations under
various schemes for development of food processing industries. Under the scheme
of setting up/modernization of abattoirs, the Ministry has approved 3 abattoir
projects during the Twelfth plan. Of these, one project at Vizag, Andhra Pradesh is
on PPP model between Greater Vizag Municipal Corporation and the Private Partner.

Promotion of FPIs in Haryana

2261. SHRI ISHWAR SINGH: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is proposing any measures to promote Food
Processing Industries;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether Government is proposing any special measures for Haryana
which has high level of agricultural production and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOR PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) The Government is
implementing the Scheme of Infrastructure Development for Food Processing with
three components viz., Mega Food Parks, Integrated Cold Chain Projects and
Modernization/ Setting up of Abattoirs; Scheme of Technology Up-gradation/
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Establishment/Modernization of food processing industries; Scheme of Quality
Assurance, Codex Standards, R&D, Establishment of Food Testing Laboratories and
other promational activities; Scheme of Human Resource Development and Scheme
for Strengthening of Institutions for promotion and development of the food
processing sector in the country. With a view to give further impetus to the sector,
Government has launched a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme - National Mission on
Food Processing (NMFP) on 1.4.2012 for its implementation with active participation
of the State/ UT Governments.

(c) The benefits available under these various schemes of the Ministry may
also be availed by the persons/groups/companies/institutions which are willing to set
up and promote food processing in Haryana. Further, the various schemes under the
NMFP are being implemented by the State Government of Haryana based on the
local needs in the State.

Establishment and promotion of FPIs

2262. SHRIMATI RAJANI PATIL:
SHRI AVINASH PANDE:
Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@ how many projects for establishment/promotion of Food Processing
Industries have been sanctioned in the country particularly in the States of Assam
and Maharashtra during the last five financial years along with the details of the
projects;

(b) the steps taken to oversee the waste management in such industries;

() how many Research and Development projects for the promotion of
agriculture and Food Processing Industries have been sanctioned during the last five
financial years, project-wise and State-wise along with their terms of reference; and

(d) how much fund has been allotted for Research and Development during
the last five years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOR PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (SHRI CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) Ministry of Food
Processing Industries under the Eleventh Plan scheme of Technology Upgradation/
Modernization/ Establishment of Food Processing Industries extends financial
assistance to food processing units in the country including Assam and Maharashtra.
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The implementing agencies/entrepreneurs receive the financial assistance in the form
of grants-in-aid @ 25% of the cost of plant and machinery and technical civil works
subject to a maximum of Rs. 50.00 lakhs in general areas and @ 33.33% subject to
maximum of Rs. 75.00 lakhs in difficult areas such as Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and North-Eastern States, Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Lakshadweep and ITDP areas. The implementing agencies include Central / State
Government organizations / PSUs / NGOs / Cooperative societies and private sector
units and individuals. The Food Processing Industries assisted, inter-alia, generally
includes Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP) to oversee the waste management. The details
of financial assistance provided to the food processing industries in the. country
including in the State of Assam and Maharashtra during the-last five financial years
along with the details of the projects are given in Statement-1 (See below).

However, the above said scheme has been subsumed in the Centrally
Sponsored Scheme-National Mission on Food Processing (NMFP) during Twelfth
Plan implemented through State/UT Governments.

(€) Under the Scheme for Quality Assurance, Codex Standards, Research and
Development and other Promotional Activities including financial assistance released
by Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB), under Department of Science
and Technology for implementation of Research and Development scheme of
Ministry of Food Processing Industries during the last five years, project-wise and
State-wise are given in Statement-1l and Il (See below).

The Terms of Reference for R&D projects revolves around the objectives of
the scheme which are as below:—-

() End products/outcome/findings of R&D work to benefit Food Processing
Industries in terms of product and process development;

(i) Improved packaging;

(i) Value addition and leading to innovative products and processes with
commercial value.

(d) The component of Research and Development is a part of the Scheme
for Quality Assurance, Codex Standards, Research & Development and other
Promotional Activities. The R&D Scheme is a project oriented, therefore, allocation
of budget is not done project-wise. However, funds sanctioned for R&D projects in
the last five years is given in Statement-11 and IlI.
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Unstarred Questions

Grant released by Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB), under

Department of Science and Technology for implementation of Research
and Development Scheme of MoFPI as on 31.3.2013.

(Rs. in lakh)
SI. No. Name of the State Amount of grant-in-
aid released
1 2 4
1 Andhra Pradesh 39.17
2 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 0
3 Arunachal Pradesh 0
4 Assam 70.45
5 Bihar 0
6 Chandigarh 0
7 Chhattisgarh 8.874
8 Delhi 0
9 Goa 0
10 Gujarat 13.708
u Haryana 0
12 Himachal Pradesh 0
13 Jammu and Kashmir 0
14 Jharkhand 0
15 Karnataka 107.478
16 Kerala 0
17 Madhya Pradesh 0
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1 2 3 4
18 Maharashtra 2 36.606
19 Manipur 0 0
20 Meghalaya 0 0
21 Mizoram 0 0
2 Nagaland 0 0
23 Odisha 0 0
24 Puducherry 0 0
25 Punjab 0 0
26 Rajasthan 0 0
27 Sikkim 0 0
28 Tamil Nadu 5 70.704

Tripura 0 0
0 Uttar Pradesh 0 0
A Uttarakhand 0 0
32 West Bengal 0 0

TotAL 19 346.99

Vacations in courts

2263. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be
pleased to state:

(@)

whether there are summer and winter vacations in courts every year in

the country;

(b)
©

whether this practice was started by the Britishers;

whether before independence most of the judges who were Britishers

used to visit England when the vacations start; and
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(d) whether in view of acute shortage of judges in all the courts and given
a huge backlog of cases, Government will discontinue this practice?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (d) Yes,
Sir. The practice of vacation in courts is continuing since pre-independence. The
duration of vacations in the Supreme Court and High Courts is governed by the
Rules/Regulations framed by the concerned courts. Considering the staggering
arrears of cases pending in Courts, the Law Commission of India in its 230" Report
submitted on 5" August, 2009 had, inter-alia, recommended that vacations in the
higher judiciary must be curtailed by at least 10 to 15 days and the court working
hours should be extended by at least half an hour. The Report has been forwarded
to the Chief Justices of High Courts to consider the recommendations contained
therein for adoption.

SC/ST and women judges in higher judiciary

2264. SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased
to state:

(@ whether vacancy exist in the Supreme Court and High Courts in our
country;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the number of judges from SC and ST communities working in the
Supreme Court and High Courts; and

(d) the number of women judges working in these courts?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) and (b)
The Statement showing the vacancies of judges in the Supreme Court of India and
the High Courts as on 26.08.2013, is given in Statement (See below).

(c) and (d) Appointment of Judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts is
made under Articles 124 and 217 of the Constitution of India respectively. These
Avrticles do not provide for reservation for any caste or class of persons. Therefore,
no caste or class-wise data of Judges is maintained. The Government has, however,
requested the Chief Justices of the High Courts that while sending proposals for
appointment of Judges, due consideration be given to suitable candidates belonging
to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, Minorities and from
amongst women.
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Statement

The vacancies of Judges in Supreme Court of India and High Courts

SI. No. Name of the Court Vacancies of Judges as
on 26.08.2013

1 2 3
A Supreme Court of India 03
B. High Court

1 Allahabad 71
2 Andhra Pradesh 24
3 Bombay 17
4 Calcutta 21
5 Chhattisgarh 08
6 Delhi 07
7 Gauhati 08
8 Gujarat 1
9 Himachal Pradesh

10 Jammu and Kashmir

1 Jharkhand 1
12 Karnataka 14
13 Kerala 08
14 Madhya Pradesh 10
15 Madras 19
16 Manipur 02
17 Meghalaya 01

18 Orissa 07
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1 2 3
19 Patna 10
20 Punjab & Haryana 21
21 Rajasthan 9
Sikkim 01
Tripura 0
24 Uttarakhfthd 01
TotAL 287

National Mission for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms

2265. SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(@ whether a National Mission for Justice Delivery and Legal Reforms has
been set up to streamline and quicken the disposal of more than three crore
pending cases in judicial courts, including High Courts and Supreme Court;

(b) if so, its terms of reference and the period within which it will give its
Report; and

(c) whether it is looking only into the infrastructural and manpower
constraints or will also review the archaic laws of nineteenth and early part of
twentieth century, which are mostly being followed by the courts of law?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c)
Disposal of pending cases in various courts is within the domain of the judiciary.
However, with a view to assist judiciary in addressing the problem of pendency of
cases, the Central Government has set up a National Mission for Justice Delivery
and Legal Reforms in August, 2011. The Mission has twin objectives of increasing
access by reducing delays and arrears in the system and enhancing accountability
through structural changes and by setting performance standards and capacities.
The Mission has adopted a co-ordinated approach for phased liquidation of arrears
and pendency in judicial administration by providing support for better court
infrastructure including computerisation, encouraging increase in strength of
subordinate judiciary, recommending policy and legislative measures in the areas
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prone to excessive litigation suggesting re-engineering of court procedure for quick
disposal of cases and laying emphasis on human resource development. The
National Mission has a time frame of five years (2011-16).

Judge-population ratio

2266. SHRI BALWINDER SINGH BHUNDER: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(@ whether the judge-population ratio in the country is sufficient to provide
timely justice to the public at large;

(b) how the judge-population ratio of our country is comparable with other
developing countries; and

(c) the efforts being made to increase this ratio and Government's plans in
this regard?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) In
All India Judges' Association case the Hon'ble Supreme Court in its judgement
dated 21st March, 2002, on a comparative assessment of the position in other
countries directed that there should be 50 judges for a million population in the
country. Further, the Supreme Court in its order dated 1% February, 2012 in the case
of Imtiyaz Ahmed Vs State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors. has, inter-alia, asked the Law
Commission to evolve a scientific assessment for creation of additional courts.
Currently the judge-population ratio in the country is around 15 judges/ judicial
officers per million population.

In the Conference of Chief Ministers of States and Chief Justices of High
Courts held in New Delhi on 7th April, 2013, the State Governments were, inter-alia,
asked to create new posts of judicial officers at all levels with requisite staff and
infrastructure in consultation with concerned High Courts.

Vacant posts of judges

t2267. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE he
pleased to state:

(@ whether Government feels that posts of judges in the courts are far less
in number as compared to the population of the country;

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, whether Government has made its assessment;

(c) the number of posts of judges vacant in the Supreme Court and various
High Courts of the country; and

(d) the steps being taken by the Government to fill these posts?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) and (b)
The Hon'ble Supreme Court had, in its judgement of 21% March, 2002, in All India
Judges' Association & Ors Vs. Union of India & Ors, directed the States to increase
the judge strength in subordinate judiciary from the existing 10 per million
population to 50 Judges per million population in a period of five years. On this, a
modification petition in the Supreme Court was filed praying that the increase in
Judge strength in the Union Territories for which the Central Government is
administratively responsible, be allowed based on workload and pendency of cases.
Further the Supreme Court in its order dated 1% February, 2012 in the case of
Imtiyaz Ahmed vs. State of Uttar Pradesh & Ors. has asked the Law Commission to
evolve a scientific assessment for creation of additional courts.

(c) The Statement showing the vacancies of judges in the Supreme Court of
India and the High Courts as on 26.08.2013, is given in the Statement (See below).

(d) Pursuant to the Supreme Court Judgement of October 6, 1993 read with
their Advisory Opinion of October 28, 1998. the process of initiation of proposal for
appointment of a Judge of the Supreme Court rests with Chief Justice of India and
for the appointment of a Judge of the High Court rests with the Chief Justice of
that High Court. Filling up of the vacancies in the High Courts is a continuous
consultative process among Constitutional authorities to select suitable candidates
for higher judiciary. It is time consuming process, as it requires consultation and
approval from various Constitutional authorities. While every effort is made to fill
up the existing vacancies expeditiously, vacancies do keep on arising on account of
retirement, resignation or elevation of Judges.

Statement
SI. No. Name of the Court Vacancies of Judges as
on 26.08.2013
1 2 3

A Supreme Court of India 03
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1 2 3
B. High Court

1 Allahabad 71
2 Andhra Pradesh 24
3 Bombay 17
4 Calcutta 21
5 Chhattisgarh 08
6 Delhi 07
7 Gauhati 08
8 Gujarat 1
9 Himachal Pradesh 03
10 Jammu and Kashmir 03
1 Jharkhand 1
12 Karnataka 14
13 Kerala 08
14 Madhya Pradesh 10
15 Madras 19
16 Manipur 02
17 Meghalaya 01
18 Orissa 07
19 Patna 10
20 Punjab & Haryana 21
21 Rajasthan 9
2 Sikkim 01
23 Tripura 0
24 Uttarakhand 01

ToTtaL 287
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Setting up of Lok Adalats

2268. SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be
pleased to state:

(@ the status of setting up of Lok Adalats in various States/UTs in the
country;

(b) whether Lok Adalats have since been set up in all regions of the country
to help fast-track justice to the people;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) whether it is proposed to provide some incentives to the States who go
fast in this direction; and if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) A
statement showing the number of Lok Adalats organised during the last two
financial years viz. 2011-12 and 2012-13, State/UTs-wise, is given in Statement (See
below).

(d) No such proposal is under consideration.
Statement

Number of Lok Adalats organised during the last two financial
years viz. 2011-12 and 2012-13, State/UTs-wise

SI. No. Name of the State Authority Number of Lok Adalats organised
2011-12 2012-13
1 2 3 4
1 Andhra Pradesh 16,330 15,269
2 Arunachal Pradesh 8
3 Assam 9 66
4 Bihar 2515 2413
5. Chhattisgarh 1,774 2,252

6. Goa 4 106
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1 2 3 4

7. Gujarat 10,400 10,091
8. Haryana 1478 2871
9 Himachal Pradesh 5% 404
10. Jammu and Kashmir 467 575
11. Jharkhand 4,664 1,692
12, Karnataka 28,070 14,067
13. Kerala 3,820 4185
14. Madhya Pradesh 1420 1,440
15. Maharashtra 3227 2,868
16. Manipur 5 3
17. Meghalaya 15 6
18. Mizoram 29 25
19. Nagaland 58
20. Odisha 596 990
21 Punjab 3,345 3322
22. Rajasthan 20,828 18,975
23 Tamil Nadu 5150 5011
24, Tripura 82 105
25, Uttar Pradesh 2,588 4,018
26. Uttrakhand 208 182
21. West Bengal 1,307 1,506
28. Andaman and Nicobar Island 76 26
29. U.T. Chandigarh 884 822
30. Dadra and Nagar Haveli 2 3




246  Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

1 2 3 4

31 Daman and Diu 2 5

32 Delhi 1134 1182
Lakshadweep 108 a4
Puducherry 106 *°)

Assistance to advocates of SC/ST/Backward Classes

12269. SHRI NARENDRA KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government proposes to provide financial assistance to
advocates belonging to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward
Classes to encourage them; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and by when a final decision will be taken in
this regard; and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) No, Sir.
(b) Does not arise.
Women's Reservation Bill

12270. SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE
be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Women's Reservation Bill is pending for a long
time; and

(b) whether Government would introduce the Women's Reservation Bill and
get it passed immediately?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) and (b) A
Bill, namely, the Constitution (One Hundred and Eighth Amendment) Bill, 2008
providing for reservation for women in as nearly as one-third of the total seats of
the Lok Sabha and of the State Legislative Assemblies, including the Legislative
Assembly of the National Capital Territory of Delhi, for a period of 15 years was
introduced in the Rajya Sabha on 6th May 2008. The Rajya Sabha passed the Bill

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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on 9th March 2010. The Bill is yet to be passed by the Lok Sabha and is also
required to be ratified by the Legislatures of not less than one-half of the States by
resolution.

Bringing improvement in judicial system

t2271. SHRI RAGHUNANDAN SHARMA: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

(@ the present status of the proposal of All India Judicial Service;

(b) whether Government intends to bring fairness and transparency in selec-
tion of judges of High Courts and to ensure accountability in judicial system;

(c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether Government is aware of the alleged corruption prevalent in judi-
ciary; and

(e) if so, the steps taken/to be taken to remove the same and for structural
improvement of judicial system?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) The
Constitution was amended in 1977 to provide for an All India Judicial Service (ALJS)
under Article 312 of the Constitution. There has been support in favour of ALJS by
the Law Commission in its Reports, the First National Judicial Pay Commission,
Committee on Centre State Relations and Department Related Parliamentary Standing
Committee. However, consensus on having AlJS has not been possible in the con-
sultations held with the State Governments and the High Courts. The proposal was
placed for consideration in the Conference of Chief Ministers of the States and Chief
Justices of the High Courts held on 07th April, 2013. It has been decided that fur-
ther consultation on the matter would be required with States and High Courts.

(b) and (c) The Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President
under Article 124 (2) of the Constitution while the Judges of the High Courts are
appointed under Article 217 (1) of the Constitution. The appointment of Judges is
made as per the procedure laid down in the Memorandum of Procedure for Appoint-
ment of Judges of Supreme Court and High Courts prepared in 1998 pursuant to the
Supreme Court Judgement of October 6, 1993 read with their Advisory Opinion of
October 28, 1998. In order to make the mechanism for appointment of Judges more

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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broad based and transparent, a proposal has been initiated by the Government to
establish a Judicial Appointments Commission.

(d) and (e) As per the "in-house mechanism™ for the higher judiciary, Chief
Justice of India is competent to receive complaints against the conduct of the
Judges of the Supreme Court and the Chief Justice of the High Courts. Similarly,
the Chief Justices of the High Courts are competent to receive complaints against
the conduct of their Courts. Administrative control over the members of the subor-
dinate judiciary in the States vests with the concerned High Court and State Gov-
ernment.

"The Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill" has been moved by the Gov-
ernment to provide for a comprehensive mechanism for handling complaints made by
citizens on grounds of alleged misbehaviour and incapacity against judges of the
Supreme Court and High Courts and for taking action against those found guilty
after investigation. The Bill also lays down judicial standards and makes it incum-
bent on the Judges to declare their assets/liabilities.

Status of statutory document to election manifesto

t2272. DR. PRABHA THAKUR: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE he
pleased to state:

(@ whether under the election reform process, election manifestos of political
parties should be granted the status of statutory document so that political parties
should not be able to gather votes on false promises and they must have to fulfil
the promises made in their election manifesto;

(b) whether in a situation in which promises are not fulfilled as per the mani-
festos, the cancellation of recognization and party symbol of political parties, would
make them responsible to the people; and

(c) whether Government will consider this in the interest of people?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c)
There is no proposal under consideration of the Government to give statutory back-
ing to the manifestos of the political parties.

Financial assistance for setting up of Fast Track Courts

t2273. SHRI THAAWAR CHAND GEHLOT: Will the Minister of LAW AND
JUSTICE be pleased to state:

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.




Written Answers to [30 August, 2013] Unstarred Questions 249

(@ whether Government is planning to expedite setting up of Fast Track
Courts in view of large pendency of court cases in the country;

(b) whether it is a fact that the State Governments have requested for finan-
cial assistance from the Centre in this regard;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and
(d) the action taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (d)
Setting up of subordinate courts is the responsibility of the State Governments un-
der the Constitution of India. Fast Track Courts (FTCs) were set-up to handle long
pending cases on the recommendation of Eleventh Finance Commission (EFC) and
grants were provided to States for FTCs for the eleven year period from 2000-01 to
2010-11. States were free to meet any expenditure in excess of the grant provided
by the Central Government. The Central Scheme of grant to States for FTCs was
discontinued after 31.3.2011. However, some States have continued FTCs beyond
31.3.2011 with their own resources.

After the gang rape incident in Delhi in December, 2012 Government requested
the Chief Justices of High Courts to set-up Fast Track Courts for speedy trial of
pending rape cases. The State Governments were requested to provide requisite
financial support to the High Courts in this regard and utilize the 10% additional
positions of Judges being created in the Subordinate Judiciary in compliance with
the judgment of the Supreme Court on 19th April 2012 in Brij Mohan Lal case.
Further, in the Conference of Chief Ministers and Chief Justices held in New Delhi
on 7th April, 2013, it has been resolved that the State Governments shall, in
consultation with the Chief Justices of the respective High Courts, take necessary
steps to establish suitable number of Fast Track Courts relating to offences against
women, children, differently abled persons, senior citizens and marginalized sections
of the society and provide adequate funds for the purpose of creating and
continuing Fast Track Courts.

A meeting of Law/Home and Finance Secretaries of State Governments and
Registrar General of High Courts was convened on 31st May, 2013 to discuss,
inter-alia, the setting up of Fast Track Courts and doubling of the number of
existing district and subordinate courts in the country. Some of the States requested
for additional funds for setting up the proposed Fast Track Courts and for doubling
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of courts. In response, it was emphasized that subordinate courts is a state subject
and, thus, the funds will be provided by the States, as per the decision of the Joint
Conference of Chief Ministers and Chief Justices on 7th April, 2013.

Sky train project

2274. SHRI SHANTARAM NAIK: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ the status of Sky Train Project of Konkan railway;,

(b) the total expenditure made by Government on the project;

(c) the efforts made till date to market the project; and

(d) the reasons for dropping or temporarily postponing the project?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The Sky Bus Project has since been shelved.

(b) Total expenditure made so far on Sky Bus Developmental Project is
Rs. 52.30 crore. The expenditure has been made by Konkan Railway using its own
internal resources.

(c) and (d) Sky Bus Developmental Project has been shelved in view of insuf-
ficient response from the industry for investment in this project.

Policy for allocation of stalls/shops

12275. SHRI BHAGAT SINGH KOSHYARI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether Railways have finalised a policy/adopted a procedure for alloca-
tion of stalls/allotting shops on contract at railway stations for sale of different
items;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether any contractor has been given contract without following the
above policy; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor?

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. A new Catering Policy, 2010 dated
21.07.2010, for allotment of stalls/trolleys for sale of catering/vending items and Mis-
cellaneous Article Policy dated 02.11.2012 for allotment of stalls/trolleys for sale of
miscellaneous articles, have been issued. As per the above policy guidelines, allot-
ment of all static General Minor Units (GMUs) at A, B & C categories of stations is
done through open, competitive, two-packet tender system while allotment of all
static Special Minor Units (SMUs) at A, B, and C category stations and all GMUs
and SMUs at D, E and F category stations is done by calling applications through
press notification duly following the laid down eligibility criteria, financial capability,
annual sales turnover, past experience etc.

() No, Sir.
(d) Does not arise.
Deaths while crossing unmanned railway tracks in Karnataka

2276. DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ the number of people died while crossing the railway tracks in Karnataka
during the last five years;

(b) the number, out of this, in Bengaluru;
(c) the preventive measures taken by Railways in this regard; and
(d) the number of skywalks constructed during the last five years?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) The number of people died while crossing
the railway tracks in Karnataka and in Bengaluru during the year 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012 are as under:

Year No. of people died while crossing No. of people died while crossing
railway tracks in Karnataka railway tracks in Benguluru

1 2 3

2008 834 425

2009 765 380
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1 2 3

2010 815 405
2011 936 460
2012 851 430

(c) Following preventive measures are being taken to prevent deaths on
railway tracks:

. Regular announcements are made through Public Address system at
important railway stations urging the passengers to use foot over bridges
and to avoid crossing of railway tracks.

. Various passenger awareness programmes are being organised to create
awareness amongst general public about the fatalities of crossing railway
tracks.

. Unauthorised trespassing on railway premises including the railway track
is a punishable offence in terms of section 147 of the railways Act.
Regular drives are conducted against unauthorised trespassing on railway
premises as well as railway tracks.

(d) No skywalks have been constructed in the last five years in the state of
Karnataka.

Affordable pure water at railway stations

12277. SHRI BRILAL KHABRI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether the Ministry is considering any scheme for providing affordable
pure water to train passengers as Rail Neer and other bottled water is available/
being sold between Rs. 12 to Rs. 18 at railway stations and on trains whereas it
costs a maximum of Rs. 6;

(b) if so, by when such scheme would be implemented; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) Does not arise.

(c) The sale price of Rail Neer packaged drinking water bottle is based on
the cost of production of water which depends upon the cost of raw materials, elec-
tricity, fuel, transportation and manpower etc.

Incidents of maoist/naxalite attacks

12278. SHRI AVTAR SINGH KARIMPURI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ the details of incidents of sabotage and attack by Maoists/Naxalites on
running trains during last three years and current year, year-wise, and the number of
persons injured/died in these incidents, zone-wise;

(b) the ex-gratia amount announced and given to the victims of these inci-
dents; and

(c) the measures taken/being taken by Railways to prevent the occurrence of
such incidents in future?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) The number of incidents of sabotage and
attacks by Maoists/Naxalites on running trains reported during the years 2010, 2011,
2012 and 2013 (Upto June), the number of persons died/injured and amount of
ex-gratia announced and paid to the victims are given in the Statement (See
below).

(c) Policing on Railways is a State Subject and the prevention of crime,
registration of cases, their investigation and maintenance of law and order in Rail-
way premises as well as on running trains are, therefore, the statutory responsibility
of the State Governments, which they discharge through Government Railway Police
(GRP) of the States concerned. As such, the cases of crime on Railways are
reported to, registered and investigated by the Govt. Railway Police. However, Rail-
way Protection Force (RPF) supplements the efforts of GRP by deploying their staff
for escorting of important trains in affected areas and access control duties at im-
portant and sensitive stations.

Regular co-ordination is being maintained with the State Governments
concerned and intelligence inputs are shared with Intelligence Bureau, Government
Railway Police/Local Police from time to time.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Security arrangements in naxal affected areas have been augmented by increas-
ing the strength of train escorting parties. The train escort parties are equipped
with sophisticated weapons, sufficient ammunition, bullet proof jackets, walkie-talkies,
dragon search lights etc. Additional deployment of CRPF (Central Reserve Police
Force) is being made by the concerned State Governments in Railway as well as
civil areas in naxal affected sections.

Statement

The number of incidents of sabotage and attacks by Maoists/ Naxalites
on running trains reported during the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013
(Upto June), the number of persons died/injured and amount of ex-gratia
announced and paid to the victims are as under:

Railway Year No. of No of Persons Amount of
incidents of Ex-gratia
sabotage or Died Injured  announced
attacks by and paid

Maoist/Naxalites (in Rs.)
on running trains
reported
1 2 3 4 5 6
Central 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
Eastern 2010 3 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
East Central 2010 0 0 0 0

2011 1 1 3 0
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1 2 3 4 5 6
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 1 3 6 1725000
East Coast 2010 5 0 0 0
2011 4 0 0 0
2012 4 0 0 0
2013 1 0 0 0
Northern 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
North Central 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
North Eastern 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
Northeast Frontier 2010 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
North Western 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
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1 2 3 4 5 6
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
Southern 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
South Central 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
South Eastern 2010 7 150 174 66800000
2011 1 0 0 0
2012 1 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
South East Central 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
South Western 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0

2013 0 0 0 0
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1 2 3 4 5 6
Western 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
West Central 2010 0 0 0 0
2011 0 0 0 0
2012 0 0 0 0
2013 0 0 0 0
2010 15 150 174 66800000
TotAL 2011 6 1 3 0
2012 5 0 0 0
2013 2 3 6 1725000

Earnings from freight

2279. SHRI S. THANGAVELU: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Railways carried 256.79 MT of revenue earning
freight traffic during the first quarter of 2013-14;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that there has been an increase in the earning
from freight traffic during the said quarter of the current fiscal as compared to the
same period last year; and

(d) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir. Railways has carried 256.79 MT revenue
earning freight traffic during the first Quarter of 2013-14.

(b) Zonal Railway-wise and commodity-wise freight loading during the 1st
quarter i.e. April' 13 to June' 13 are as under:
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() Yes, Sir. It is a fact that there has been an increase of Rs.1571.38 crore in
the earnings from freight traffic during the 1st quarter of 2013-14 as compared to the
freight earnings realized during the same period of last year (2012-13).

(d) Zonal Railway-wise freight earnings during the 1st quarter i.e. April'l3 to
June'l3 as compare to the same period of last year is as under:

(Rs. in crore)

Freight earning

Zone 2012-13 2013-14 Increase/Decrease
(Lst Quarter) (Lst Quarter) Cal. (2-1)
@ 0 ©)
Central 1339.59 1446.20 106.61
Eastern 768.31 734.57 -33.74
East Central 1559.77 1702.57 142.80
East Coast 2312.09 2709.68 397.59
Northern 1570.76 1680.10 109.34
North Central 1883.65 1981.23 97.58
North Eastern 348.44 339.09 9.35
Northeast Frontier 390.00 367.60 -22.40
North Western 762.22 869.35 107.13
Southern 645.62 712.31 66.69
South Central 2102.33 2191.65 89.32
South Eastern 2002.76 213513 132.37
South East Central 1860.59 207018 209.59
South Western 593.86 544.23 -49.63
Western 1574.90 1681.54 106.64
West Central 1305.79 1426.63 120.84
Metro 0.00 0.00 0.00

ToTaL 21020.68 22592.06 1571.38
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Railway line projects

2280. SHRI AVINASH PANDE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ the total length of railway tracks already laid along with the ones that
have been proposed, State-wise; and

(b) the status of gauge conversion on Lumding-Silchar and Rangia-
Murkongselek as proposed in the Railway Budget 2013-14?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) As on 31.03.2011, 64459.9 Route Km of railway line
exists across the country over Indian Railways. State-wise break-up of existing rail-
way network (as on 31.03.2011) is given in Statement (See below). 500 Km of new
lines have been targeted for completion during 2013-14.

(b) Lumding-Silchar including branch lines (482.73 Km) gauge conversion &
Rangia-Murkongselek (510.33 Km) gauge conversion projects have been declared as
National Projects and funds for these projects is provided by Ministry of Finance
over and above the Gross Budgetary Support provided to the Railways. Rangia-
Rangpara North (124 Km) & Rangpara North-North Lakhimpur (172 Km) sections of
Rangia-Murkongselek project have been completed & remaining portion is targeted
for completion in 2014-15. Lumding-Silchar project is also in advance stage of execu-
tion and planned for completed by December, 2015 subject to availability of re-

sources.
Statement
Breakup of existing railway network
(a) Break-up of existing railway network (as on 31.03.2011)
across the Indian Railway is as under:
SI. No.  State Length (in Route Km.)
1 2 3
1 Andhra Pradesh 5264.15
2 Arunachal Pradesh 126

3 Assam 2433.99
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1 2 3
4 Bihar 3612.02
5 Chhattisgarh 1187.47
6 Delhi 183.23
7 Goa 69.31
8 Gujarat 5270.89
9 Haryana 1540.14
10 Himachal Pradesh 296.26
1 Jammu and Kashmir 255.67
12 Jharkhand 1984.27
13 Karnataka 3076.24
14 Kerala 1049.74
15 Madhya Pradesh 4954.48
16 Maharashtra 5601.62
17 Manipur 135
18 Meghalaya 0.00
19 Mizoram 150
20 Nagaland 12.85
21 Orissa 2461.05
Punjab 2133.89
23 Rajasthan 5784.16
24 Sikkim 0.00
25 Tamil Nadu 4062.06
26 Tripura 151.40
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1 2 3
27 Uttar Pradesh 8762.30
28 Uttarakhand 344.91
2 West Bengal 3936.89
TotAL 64459.9

Elimination of unmanned level crossings

2281. DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Hon'ble Minister for Railways has announced in

the Budget Speech for elimination of all unmanned level crossings in the country;

(b) if so, the number of unmanned level crossings eliminated so far in the

country, particularly in Karnataka;

(c) whether Government has fixed any time-frame to eliminate all unmanned

level crossings in the country; and
(d) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The Hon'ble Minister for Railways has mentioned in
his Budget Speech 2013-14 that 10,797 level crossings will be eliminated during the
12th Plan.

(b) In the last five year from 2007-08 to 2012-13, Indian Railway have elimi-
nated 5400 unmanned level crossings (3090 by closure, merger & subways and 2310
by manning). During year 2013-14 (upto July’2013), 313 nos. unmanned level cross-
ings (UMLCs) have been eliminated out of which 16 UMLCs have been eliminated
in Karnataka.

(c) and (d) It has emerged from the study of pattern of accidents that man-
ning of unmanned level Crossings is not an ideal solution. Therefore, the policy of
manning of unmanned level crossings has been reviewed and Ministry of Railways
have decided to progressively eliminate all unmanned level crossings by:
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(i) Closure - Closing unmanned level crossings having NIL/negligible Train
\khicle Unit (TVU).

(i) Merger - Merger of unmanned level crossing gate to nearby manned or
unmanned gates or subway or Road Under Bridge (RUB) or Road Over

Bridge (ROB) by construction of diversion road.
(i) Provision of Subways/RUBs.

(iv) Manning - The unmanned level crossings which cannot be eliminated by
above means, will be progressively manned based on rail-road traffic vol-

ume, visibility conditions.

Elimination of all these Level Crossings is a gigantic task and involves lot of
manpower, resources and budgetary support. It is a continuous process and is
done as per need, inter-se priority of works, availability of funds and co-operation of
State Government, particularly, in getting consent of closure of level crossing and

undertaking to maintain road and drainage in future for subways.
Onboard housekeeping service

2282. SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAV: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(@ whether Railways have any plan to start Onboard House Keeping Service

in all Mail/Express trains; and

(b) the number of Mail/Express trains presently covered under this Service;

train-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) On Board Housekeeping Services (OBHS)
scheme is prescribed in the trains meeting laid down criterion such as nature of
train service, journey time/period, pattern of maintenance etc. The scheme has so far
been implemented in around 385 trains. Presently, this service is being provided in
23 Rajdhani, 21 Shatabdi, 27 Duronto & 314 other identified long distance Mail/Ex-
press trains for frequent cleaning of coach toilets, doorways, aisles & passenger
compartments during the run of the trains. Other important trains as identified by

Zonal Railways are also planned for provision of OBHS.
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Duronto trains

2283. SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAV: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ whether Railways have any plan to start Duronto trains from Patna,

Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga and Katihar railway stations to New Delhi; and
(b) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI KJ. SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Introduction of new train services
including Duronto train is an on-going process, subject to traffic justification, opera-
tional feasibility, availability of resources, etc. However, at present, linking of Patna,
Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga and Katihar with New Delhi by Duronto train is not being

planned due to operational and resource constraints.
Development of healthcare infrastructrure

2284. SHRI AAYANUR MANJUNATHA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(@ whether Railways have proposed to develop new healthcare infrastructure

facilities along the railway network in the country;

(b) if so, the details and the present status thereof along with the locations

identified for the purpose, zone-wise;
(c) the time-frame set for its implementation; and

(d) the other steps being taken by Railways to improve healthcare facilities/

infrastructure?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Ministry of Health & Family Wel-
fare and Ministry of Railways have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
for setting up healthcare facilities, i.e. OPD & Diagnostic Centres, Secondary Level
General Speciality Hospitals and Tertiary Level Super Speciality Hospitals on vacant
railway land, not immediately operationally required, along the railway network of
the country. Ministry of Health & Family Welfare is to develop these facilities for
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the beneficiaries of common people living in those areas, passengers & railway men.
To operationalise the MoU, a High Power Working Group with senior officials of
both the Ministries, has identified 91 locations, 50 for OPD & Diagnostic Centres on
200. sg.m. of land, 25 for Secondary Level General Speciality Hospitals on 5 acres of
land, 16 for Tertiary Level Super Speciality Hospitals on 20 - 25 acres of land as a
pilot project. M/s. IL & FS has been appointed as a Transaction Advisor by Minis-
try of Health & Family Welfare for this project. The zone-wise list of locations is
given in Statement (See below).

() Mis. IL & FS are entrusted to carry out the Technical and Financial as-
sessment for the select locations and advise the Ministry of Health & Family Wel-
fare about the suitable locations specific model for the healthcare facilities to be
developed there. Keeping in view the location specific requirements, a few locations
were chosen for assessment on pilot basis depending upon the assessment by IL &
FS of these locations. It will be assessed by Ministry of Health & Family Welfare as
to how many of these sites/locations would be suitable for setting up the facilities.

(d) Upgrading of the healthcare facilities/infrastructure for benefit of Railway
beneficiaries is an ongoing process. Works and equipments are being sanctioned
regularly to improve the existing infrastructure and add new facilities based on the
needs of the Railway beneficiaries. In the recent past, two centres for advanced
Cardiac Care viz. at B.R.Singh hospital, Kolkata/ Eastern Railway and J.R. hospital,
Mumbai/ Western Railway and a Hyperbaric Oxygen Chamber also at B.R.Singh
hospital, Kolkata have been added.
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Train connectivity of Secunderabad and Raichur during day time

2285. SHRI BASAWARAJ PATIL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that there is no train during day time from Secunderabad
to Raichur; and

(b) if so, by when the facility would be provided to avoid inconvenience to
passengers of both sides?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K.J. SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The DEMU service between Kacheguda and Raichur, announced in Railway
Budget 2011-2012, would provide a day time service between Kacheguda and Raichur
upon its introduction.

Utilisation of budget allocated for railways

12286. SHRI KAPTAN SINGH SOLANKI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the Ministry is not being able to properly utilise
the budgetary allocation made for Railways;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that the failure to utilise the budget fully is the
major reason behind non-completion of projects; and

(d) if so, whether Government has fixed responsibility in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) The Plan allocations under Budgetary sources
in Revised Estimates and Actual in 2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-13 are given below:

(Rs. in crores)

Year Revised Estimates Actual Expenditure Variation
2010-11 30445 31012 567
2011-12 33151 30271 -2880
2012-13 36215 35242 973

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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It would be seen that the expenditure during 2011-12 and 2012-13 was less
than the allotments made, primarily due to regulation of expenditure in view of
lesser internal resources generated.

(€) No, Sir. In view of scarcity of resources, the works have been prioritised
so as to make optimum utilisation of available finances and ensure timely completion
of last mile projects etc.

(d) Does not arise.
Shortage of TTEs

2287. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether Railways have shortage of TTEs;

(b) whether shortage of TTEs is a factor that influences passengers not to
take tickets;

(c) if so, the shortage of TTE posts under each division of Railways; and

(d) the steps Railways are taking to fill up TTE vacancies on a priority
across all railway zones in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K.J. SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) The information is being col-
lected and will be laid on the Table of the House.

Demand for train facilities

2288. SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Saurashtra region of Gujarat is having very
low/inadequate train facilities and representations have been made to Railways for
starting of new trains;

(b) whether Railways have received representations from various people/
organisations/rail users and associations for starting new trains from Rajkot/
Bhavnagar region of Saurashtra; and

(c) if so, by when the demand of people of Saurashtra is likely to be ful-
filled?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c) Representations are received at various levels
of Railway. However, compendium of such data is not maintained. To cater to the
needs of Rajkot/Bhavnagar, the following trains have been announced in Railway
Budget 2013-2014:

1 Okha-Nathdwara Express (weekly) via Rajkot

2. Rajkot-Delhi Sarai Rohilla Express (weekly)

3. Somnath-Rajkot Passenger (daily)

4.  Bhavnagar-Palitana Passenger (daily)

5 Bhavnagar-Surendranagar Passenger (daily)

6.  Extension of 79454/79445 Morbi-Wankaner DEMU upto Rajkot
Participation in rescue operations in Uttarakhand

2289. SHRI NAND KUMAR SAI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ whether Railways have participated in the rescue operations in the flood
affected areas of Uttarakhand in the recent past;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the number of additional passenger and goods trains operated by Rail-
ways for rescue of flood victims; and

(d) the number of flood affected persons rescued and quantum of ralief ma-
terial transported by Railways during the said operation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) Yes, Sir. Though Railways do not have any
tracks in the Uttarakhand state where the unfortunate devastation took place, Rail-
way authorities where in constant touch with National Disaster Management Author-
ity (NDMA)/National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) so that immediate help could
be extended as and when demanded by them.

During the period of rescue operations in the flood affected areas of
Uttarakhand in the recent past, in addition to considerable number of available regu-
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lar trains, 10 special trains were run and about 100 additional extra coaches were
attached to regular trains from 20.06.2013 to 25.06.2013 for important destinations for
the convenience of passengers.

Further, stranded passengers/pilgrims whose status was authenticated by vari-
ous State Governments through their Resident Commissioners were allowed to travel

in the second class by the following means:

(i) Special relief trains attached for the purpose of evacuation of stranded

passengers.

(i) Special relief coaches attached/earmarked by regular trains for clearing
stranded passengers. Besides above, relief material were carried free of
cost by coaching trains from any station of Indian Railways to any sta-
tion of Uttarakhand for distribution among the cloudburst affected popu-
lation of Uttarakhand for the period from 25.06.2013 to 08.08.2013.

One platoon of Railway Protection Special Force (RPSF) was deployed at
Haridwar Station for Bandobast Duty. Railway Protection Force (RPF) staff had been
deployed to assist the Uttarakhand flood victims to board their respective destina-
tion at Dehradun and Haridwar railway stations under the supervision of superior
officers.

No separate data for number of flood affected persons rescued and quantum

of relief material transported by Railway is maintained.
Passenger services on Konkan route

2290. SHRI HUSAIN DALWAI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@ whether the Ministry has received any representation regarding augmen-

tation of passenger services on Konkan route;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the details of steps proposed to introduce new trains on Konkan route
and to terminate passenger services at Ratnagiri/Sawantwadi;
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(d) whether there is a proposal for stopping all Mail/Express/Superfast trains

at Chiplun station; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Representation for introduction of new train
services, extension and increase in frequency of existing train services are received
constantly at various levels of railway administration. However, a compendium of the
same is not maintained.

(c) The following train services via Konkan route, have been announced in
2013-14:

() Hazrat Nizamuddin-Thiruvananthapuram Express (weekly)
(i) Lokmanya Tilak (T)- Kochuveli Express (Bi-weekly)

(i) Madgaon-Mangalore Intercity Express (daily)

(iv) Bhatkal-Thokur DEMU (6 days a week)

(v) Madgaon-Karwar DEMU (6 days a week)

In addition to the above, Ratnagiri -Madgaon Passenger (daily), which would
run via Konkan route, would originate/terminate at Ratnagiri.

(d) and (e) At present, 12 pairs of Mail/Express trains and 2 pairs of passen-
ger trains have scheduled stoppage at Chiplun station. In addition to these two
pairs of Express trains viz. 22634/22633 Hazrat Nizarnuddin-Thiruvananthapuram Ex-
press (weekly) and 22113/22114 Lokmanya Tilak (T)-Kochuveli Express (Bi-weekly),
with scheduled stoppage at Chiplun station, have been announced in the Railway
Budget 2013-14. These are considered adequate for present level of traffic at
Chiplun. However, provision of stoppage of trains is an ongoing process on Indian
Railways and depends upon various factors like demands, traffic offering at station,
operational feasibility, commercial viability, availability of alternative services, passing
time of the train at the station, population & signification of towns/cities and devel-
opments etc.
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Loan for dedicated freight corridor

2291. SHRI BALWINDER SINGH BHUNDER: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(@ whether Railways are finding it difficult to arrange loan for Dedicated
Freight Corridor from Dadri to Mumbai in view of the clause that one of the com-
pany participating in the project has to be a Japanese company and the term of

contract of earlier company has expired;
(b) if so, the details in this regard; and

(c) the efforts made to complete the project in time without further time and

cost overrun?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) No, Sir. Funding for entire Western Dedi-
cated Freight Corridor has already been tied up with Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA).

(c) To ensure timely completion of the project, steps taken, inter alia, in-
clude setting up of a separate organization viz. Dedicated Freight Corridor Corpora-
tion of India Ltd (DFCCIL) to implement this project, tying up of funding, timely
land acquisition before start of construction, regular monitoring of the project imple-
mentation and active coordination with various agencies to obtain required clear-

ances for the projects.
Railways projects in Jharkhand

2292. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:
(@ the number of Railway projects taken up in Jharkhand;
(b) how many of them have been badly delayed;
() the reasons for delay in their completion; and

(d) the efforts being made to cut the delays?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K.J. SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Projects are undertaken railway-wise and
not State-wise. However, 9 New Lines, 1 Gauge Conversion, 13 Doubling and 3 elec-
trification projects falling fully/partly in Jharkhand have been taken up.

(b) and (c) Due to limited availability of resources, difficulty in land acquisi-
tion, forestry clearances, adverse law and order condition, the ongoing projects get
delayed. Railways have a huge throwforward of Rs.1.78 lakh crore for ongoing New
Lines, Gauge Conversion and Doubling projects with limited amount of resources
resulting in thin spread of funds which are allocated annually to these projects as

per availability of resources.

(d) Efforts have been taken to generate extra budgetary resources through
State participation, defence funding, declaring some projects as National Projects and
implementation of bankable projects through Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL). To
expedite completion of projects, forestry & other clearances have been taken up
with State Government at highest level.

Website strengthening by IRCTC

2293. SHRI A. W. RABI BERNARD: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ whether Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) has
decided to strengthen its e-ticketing website to enable it to book 7200 e-tickets per
minute as compared to the current rate of 2000 e-tickets per minutes;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) whether the move to upgrade its website will cost IRCTC heavily; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Next Generation e-ticketing System is under development by Centre for
Railway Information Systems (CRIS) to be used on Indian Railway Catering & Tour-
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ism Corporation Ltd. (IRCTC) website which would support 7200 e-tickets per

minute.

This would have high performance and seamless access even at peak time and
have high availability and business continuity, scalability to cater to future growth

and security to prevent frauds and unauthorised access.
(c) and (d) The estimated cost is Rs.68.97 crores.
Commercial utilisation/development of surplus railway land

2294. SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ the details of the locations/sites identified by the Rail Land Development
Authority (RLDA) for commercial utilisation/development and the revenues likely to

be generated as a result thereof, zone-wise;

(b) the present status in respect of each of the locations/sites identified for

the purpose;

(c) whether RLDA has shortlisted/finalized the developers for the purpose,
and if so, the details thereof along with the rates offered and the revenues likely to
be earned; and

(d) the other steps taken/being taken by Railways for commercial utilisation
of surplus railway land?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c) Zone-wise details of the location/sites identi-
fied by the Rail Land Development Authority as amenable for commercial utilization/
development and the revenue likely to be generated is as under:
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SI. No. Zonal Railway No of sites Station (Division)

1 2 3 4

1 Central 1 Thane (Mumbai)

2 East-Central 2 Gaya (Mughal Sarai)

Raxaul (Samastipur)

3 East-Coast 1 Visakhapatnam (Waltair)
4 North East 2 Izzatnagar
Izzatnagar
5 North West 1 Ajmer
6 North Central 2 Gwalior (Jhansi)

Gwalior (Jhansi)

7 North Frontier 1 Siliguri (Katihar)
8 Northern 8 Delhi (Delhi)
Badli (Delhi)

Amritsar (FZR)

Amritsar

Chandigarh
Ambala
Katra (Firozpur)

Brar Square

9 South Central 7 Hyderabad (Hyderabad)
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Site particulars

Area in  Approx.
site (Ha)  site

Status

Potential
(Rs. in crores)
5 6 7 8

- 0.80 23 Assigned to MRVC for
development.

Gautum Budh Institute 0.57 462 Developer Fixed

On station approach Road 120 Consultancy study
completed

Daba Gardens 0.20 1 Consultancy study

(Ambedkar circle) completed

Shahamatganj 14.68 a4 Consultant appointed

Cluttervuckganj 55.27 Consultant appointed

Ajmer 0.30 8 Consultancy study
completed

Kampoo Kothi 0.60 32.27 Consultancy study
completed

Gola Ka Mandir 130 Developer Fixed

Burdwan Road 120 7 Bids opened and
discharged.

Old steam loco shed 1550 242051 Developer Fixed

Sarai Rohilla

Near Badli Station 0.70 Consultancy study
completed

Near Railway 0.25 Consultancy study

Colony No.2 completed

A" Block

Railway Colony 126 Consultancy study
completed

Plot No. 14 2351 Consultancy

Plot No. 15 352 study completed

Katra 4.28 Notice inviting tender
published for inviting
architecture consultancy.

New Delhi 520 Consultancy study
completed

Air Space over PRS, 0.40 55.55 Consultancy study

Hyderabad

completed
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4

10 Southern

11 South-Western

12 Western

Hyderabad

Secunderabad
(Hyderabad)

Vijaywada (Vijaywada)

Aurangabad
(Nanded)

Guntakal (Guntakal)
Guntakal (Guntakal)
Chennai (Chennai)

MTP (Chennai)

Chennai Esplanade

Salem (Salem)

Nagaptinam (Tiruchirapalli)
Pattukoti

(Tiruchirapalli)

Bangalore city (Bangalore)

Bangalore Cantt

Rajkot (Rajkot)

-do-

-do-

Mumbai (Mumbai)




Written Answers to

[30 August, 2013]

Unstarred Questions

283

5 6 7 8
Nizamabad Railway Station 0.24 Consultancy study
completed
Near Moulali 890 Final
flyover Consultancy report
submitted
Near Rly Hospital 0.15 Letter of acceptance to
developer cancelled. Bids
re-invited.
Part of old 390 Area under
ITDC Hotel verification with State
Gowt.
In Rly Colony 0.02 Consultancy study
completed
In Rly Colony 0.03 Consultancy study
completed
Kakkapalam, Padi, 5kms 210 49.85 Reserve price revised.
from ICF Bids re-invited.
Built up/air space at 2.20 Consultancy study
Metro stations completed
0.10 Consultancy study
completed
2 plots at Salem market 0.33 Consultancy study
station completed
1 plot at station 0.13 Consultancy study
completed
3 plots at 0.80 Land documentation
station completed.
On platform road 101 779 Developer Fixed.
Bangalore 171 Consultancy study
completed
Old Surendra Nagar Station  24.69 2674 Consultancy study
completed
Rajkot- Lakhajinagar Section  2.89 Consultancy study
completed
MORBI-Workshop 3.35 Consultancy study
completed
Bandra (East) 450 Process of demarcation

and issue of property card

is underway.
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1 2 3 4

Rajkot (Rajkot)
Jamnagar (Rajkot)

13 South-East Central 2 Raipur (Raipur)

Raipur (Raipur)

14 Kolkata Metro 14 Tollygunj station

Bansdroni Station

Chandni Chowk station

New Garia Station

Between Central Station
and M.G. Road

Central Station

ToTtaL 55
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5 6 7 8
Morbi-Store 185 Consultant appointed.
Old station area 1.00 Tender re-invited.
On Highway opp. Zone 91.00 - Consultancy study
l/ BMY completed
Urkura-Wagon Repair Shop  137.00 Consultancy study

completed
Air space over station 0.59 Consultancy study
completed
Adjacent to the Bansdroni 0.30 Consultancy study
station bldg. completed
Dispersal bldg. 0.03 14.95
Air space over New 0.90

Garia Station

Air Space Central Stn. At 0.08 NOC not given by Kolkata
Eden Hospital-2 Municipal Corporation.

52 A&B CR Avenue 0.48

53 CR Avenue Air Space 047

53 CR Avenue Ground Space 0.03
56 CR Avenue 0.30
57 CR Avenue 0.08

At Eden Hospital exits of 0.09
Central Station

Opposite Eden Hospital 0.06
(85B CR Avenue exits of
Central Station)

Between Shyam Bazar & 0.08

Shova Bazar

Between Tollyganj & 0.03 Consultancy study
Ravindra Srovar completed

42217  5422.65
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(d) Indian Railways have approx. 11.25 lakh acre of land. About 90% of this
land is under railways operational and allied usages. The total vacant railway land at
present is about 1.10 lakh acre. The vacant land is mostly in the form of a narrow
strips along tracks and is also essential for servicing and maintenance of track and
other infrastructure. The vacant railway land is utilized for execution of various
infrastructural projects for meeting future growth needs of Railways and include
projects like doubling, traffic facilities, Rail Coach and Component factories, etc. The
vacant land, which is not required by Railways for its immediate operational needs,
is utilized for commercial development, wherever feasible, in order to mobilize addi-
tional financial resources through Rail Land Development Authority, set up through
the Railway (Amendment) Act, 2005 to undertake commercial development of that
vacant railway land/air space subject to extant rules/instructions governing such

use, as amended from time to time.
Train accidents

2295. SHRI AVINASH PANDE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@ the number of accidents taken place due to collision of trains in the

seven States of North-East in the last three financial years;
(b) the number of people injured/ died therein;

(c) whether the Ministry plans to install Anti-Collision Devices, which have

been installed under Konkan Railway, for preventing collision;
(d) if so, the status of the project, and if not, the reasons therefor; and
(e) the other steps taken by the Ministry to prevent accidents?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) During the last three years i.e. 2010-11 to
2012-13, one consequential collision between trains took place on Northeast Frontier
Railway covering the states of North East. On 26.12.2012 at 17.30 hrs. while the
train No. 55908 Dn. Passenger was arranged to be received on loop line (Platform
line) and Up Light Engine on main line (Line No. 2) of Chhabua station on New
Tinsukia-Dibrugarh Town section of Tinsukia Division of Northeast Frontier Railway;
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Loco Pilot of Light Engine passed Starter Signal of Main Line at 'Danger' and col-
lided head on with the Passenger train which was approaching Dn. Home signal. As
a result, engine of the Passenger train derailed by front trolley. 3 persons suffered
grievous injuries and 7 persons sustained simple injuries in this accident.

(c) and (d) The deployment of Anti-Collision Device (ACD) after initial trials,
was done on Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) covering 1736 Route KMs. This was
a single/double line non-electrified Broad Guage section. Based on experience of
NFR, to improve reliability and dependability of ACDs and to test its functioning on
multiple lines as well as electrified routes, the specification and design configuration
were revised and the system as evolved was tried on the electrified multiple lines of
automatic signalling section of Southern Railway in 2010-11. Operation and technical
problems noticed on Southern Railway trials are being looked into. Anti-Collision
Device provided by Konkan Railway Corporation Limited (KRCL) and on trials on
Northeast Frontier Railway also has operational problems and technical issues which
are yet to be resolved. It will be possible to proliferate ACD system on complicated
and High Density Routes (HDN) on other railways only after these issues are re-
solved comprehensively by KRCL. KRCL has now developed improved ACD version
1.1.2 for deployment on NFR. Improved ACD version has»been validated by Elec-
tronics Testing Development Centre (ETDC) and Research Design and Standards
Organisation (RDSO) has cleared for deployment of ACD on Tinsukia Division of
NFR. Further clearance for ACD version 1.1.2 for deployment on other Divisions of
NFR shall be subject to satisfactory performance of initial deployment in Tinsukia

Division.

(e) Safety is accorded the highest priority by Indian Railways and all pos-
sible steps are undertaken on a continual basis to prevent accidents and to en-
hance safety. These include timely replacement of over-aged assets, adoption of
suitable technologies for upgradation and maintenance of track, rolling stock, signal-
ing and interlocking systems, safety drives and inspections at regular intervals to
monitor and educate staff for observance of safe practices. In addition to Anti Col-
lision Device, the other devices/systems being introduced to prevent accidents in-
clude provision of Block Proving Axle Counters (BPAC), Auxiliary Warning System
(AWS), Vigilance Control Device (VCD), Train Protection Warning System (TPWS),
Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS), etc.
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Hacking of CRIS website

t2296. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that website of Centre for Railway Information Sys-
tem (CRIS) was hacked in April, 2013 that caused enormous problem to passengers;

(b) if so, the details of the hacker and objectives behind it;

(c) whether Government has taken any steps to make CRIS website fool-
proof; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) and (d) Necessary action is taken as advised in Security audit by autho-
rized agency.

Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor

2297. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether Son Nagar to Dankuni section of the Eastern Dedicated Freight
Corridor, which passes through the poorest region of the country, has been pro-
posed to be built under PPP model;

(b) whether no interest has been shown by any PPP partner yet in the above
section;

(c) if so, whether this shows that PPP is not a viable model for this section;

(d) whether Government has mooted alternate model for this section, such as
external financing adopted in other sections of the corridor; and

(e) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The bids are yet to be invited.
(c) Does not arise in view of (b) above.

(d) No, Sir.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(e) Does not arise.
Revamping of railway stations

2298. SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ the details of railway stations that are proposed to be revamped during
the current financial year;

(b) the status of such stations on the East Coast Railway network;

(c) whether it is proposed to create certain additional facilities on the East
Coast Railway network to boost tourism in this backward region; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Revamping, improvement/augmentation of amenities
at stations is a continuous process and is undertaken as per requirement subject to
inter-se priority and availability of funds.

(b) to (d) On East Coast Railway, recently various facilities have been
provided/upgraded at 19 stations under 'Adarsh’ station scheme viz. Jajpur-Keonjhar
Road, Khurda Road, Vizianagaram, Srikakulam Road, Rayagada, Koraput, Kantabanji,
Titlagarh, Balugaon, Paradeep, Kesinga, Bolangir, Dhenkanal, Bargarh Road, Khariar
Road, Muniguda, Mahasamund, Lanjigarh Road and Doikallu. In addition, 14 more
stations viz. Visakhapatnam, Bhadrak, Palasa, Angul, Bobbili, Duvvada, Talcher,
Naupada, Parvathipuram, Jakhapura, Meramandali, Raghunathpur, Lapanga and
Rengali have also been identified for development under 'Adarsh’ station scheme as
per norms. Puri station is identified for joint development in association with
Ministry of Tourism for providing/augmenting tourist/passenger amenities at station.

Policy for unused railway land

12299. SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ the policy and the system in place for protection, upkeep and preventing
from any encroachment of unused railway land;

(b) whether any estate officer maintains its records; and

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c¢) Railways are engaged in a continuous
exercise to protect Railway land/property by providing boundary walls, fencing, tree
plantation, etc. Temporary occupation of land by hawkers, cattle owners & temporary
huts etc, are removed from time to time. For other encroachments, action is taken
under Railway Act and Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorized Occupants) Act,
1971, for eviction, with the help of State authorities. The land records are
maintained by designated Railway Officials & validated at regular intervals.

Rescheduling Dehradun-Bandra Express train

12300. SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ the minimum, the maximum and the average speed of Express trains in
the country;

(b) whether it is a fact that Dehradun-Bandra Express approximately takes 10
hours 45 minutes for covering a distance of around 275 kilometeres from Dehradun
to Nizamuddin i.e. it runs at a speed of 26-27 kilometers per hour;

(c) whether its running time would be rescheduled to bring it at par with
national average; and

(d) if so, by when, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) There is no specified minimum and maximum
average speed of express trains in the country. The details of average speed of
trains including halts (Kilometre per hour) for the year 2011-12 are given below:

Type of Train Broad Gauge Metre Gauge

Mail/Express 50.30 30.20

However, the minimum average speed of superfast trains is 55 Kilometre per
hour (KMPH) on Broad Gauge and 45 KMPH on Metre Gauge on end to end
basis.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) No, Sir. The end to end avefage speed of 19020 Dehradun-Bandra Ex-
press is 40.29 KMPH. However, the average speed of the same train from Dehradun
to Nizamuddin is 29.64 KMPH as it takes 10:40 Hours for covering a distance of
316 Km from Dehradun to Nizamuddin.

(c) and (d) No, Sir. Speeding up of trains is a constant endeavor and continu-
ous process on Indian Railways and is dependent on constant optimization of the
investments made by Railways in modernization of technology, high powered locos,
modern coaches - Linke Holfmann Busch (LHB), air brakes, Center Buffer Coupler
(CBC) and better tracks. Upon the segregation of Passenger and Freight traffic, it
would be feasible to speed up passenger train services further.

Accident compensation claims

2301. SHRI AMBETH RAJAN: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ the details of the pending railway accident compensation claims, till date,
Z0one-wise;

(b) the details of the persons belonging to SC/ST who have filed claims be-
fore the tribunal; and

(c) the details of persons belonging to SC/ST to whom payment of decree
amount has been made so far in 2013?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The compensation to the victims of Train Acci-
dents, as defined under Section 124 of the Railways Act, 1989, is paid by the Rail-
ways after a claim filed by the claimant in the Railway Claims Tribunal (which is a
quasi-judicial body independent from the Railway) is decreed by the Tribunal in
favour of the claimant. The details of the pending railway accidents compensation
claims till date, zone-wise is as under:

Zonal Railway Number of Railway Accident Compensation claims pending
Death Injury

1 2 3

Central 1 8

Eastern 14 53

East Central 6 15




292  Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

1 2 3
East Coast 21 53
Northern 39 4
North Central 20 16
North Eastern 8 10
Northeast Frontier - 3
North Western 4 2
Southern - 10
South Central 13 8
South Eastern 39 2
South East Central 2 1
South Western 25 25
Western 5 6
West Central 1 1
TotAL 198 274

(b) and (c) Data about the caste of the claimant/victims of the train accidents
to whom compensation is paid is not maintained either by the Railway Claims Tri-
bunal or by Railways.

Adding more coaches to Lahori Express train

2302. SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Lahori Express, train No. 14631, is running be-
tween Dehradun and Amritsar;

(b) if so, whether there is a public demand to add more 2AC, and 3AC
coaches with the train, to facilitate the passengers; and

(c) if so, by when it would be acceded to, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c) Presently, 14631/14632 Dehradun - Amritsar
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Express is running with a composition of 16 coaches. Representations inter-alia for
augmentation of trains are received at various levels of Railways and action as
found feasible and justified, is taken subject to operational feasibility, availability of
resources, traffic justification, etc. The presently available one 3 AC coach and one
first class coach running by 14631/14632 Dehradun - Amritsar Express (serving the
upper class passengers) are considered adequate for the present level of traffic of-
fering. As such, augmentation of 14631/14632 Dehradun -Amritsar Express is not
feasible at present.

Gauge conversion project

12303. SHRI FAGGAN SINGH KULASTE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ the duration of construction work going-on on Balaghat-Nainpur- Jabalpur
line for gauge conversion under the South Eastern Railway;

(b) the amount needed for completion of this project and by when this
project would be completed;

(c) whether Railways are facing any difficulties to complete this project; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J. SURYA
PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Balaghat-Nainpur- Jabalpur section is a part of Jabalpur- Gondia
Gauge conversion project and the work has commenced from 1996-1997.

(b) The anticipated cost of the project is Rs. 1038. crore and Rs. 643 crore
has been spent till date. No time frame has been fixed for completion of this
project.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. Ministry of Environment and Forest has refused to give
sanction for acquiring forest land in Balaghat District.

Introducing more MEMU trains in Kerala

t2304. SHRI K. N. BALAGOPAL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ whether Railways have noticed the arrest of a large number of
passengers using seasonal tickets/monthly passes in Kerala;

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(c) the measures Railways would take to reduce the problem of daily com-
muters by providing more trains; and

(d) whether Railways would explore the possibility of introducing more
MEMU trains in Kerala?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir. There have been no large scale arrests of
passengers using seasonal tickets/monthly passes in Kerala.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) and (d) To cater to the needs of passengers, the following services has
been announced in the Parliament:

1 Ernakulam-Kollam-MEMU via Kottayam.
2. Ernakulam-Kolam MEMU via Alleppey (Alappuzha).

Besides, introduction of new train services including MEMU service is an on-
going process subject to traffic jurisdiction, operational feasibility and availability of

resources.
Tie up with academic institutions for skill enhancement

2305. DR. K.P. RAMALINGAM: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Railways are considering to work with academic
institutions to devise courses, curricula and diplomas for skill enhancement;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that Railways are considering a system of reward
for collective performance and variable pay linked to incremental surplus; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K.J. SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir.
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(b) Does not arise.
() No, Sir.
(d) Does not arise.
Eastern dedicated freight corridor

2306. DR. K.P. RAMALINGAM: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Railways have received pre-qualification applica-
tions from many global companies for the proposed Eastern Dedicated Freight Cor-
ridor Project;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that the World Bank has agreed in principle to
part finance the said Project for a stretch which is divided into three phases; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI KJ. SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Pre-qualification applica-
tions have been received from over 50 Global and Indian companies in response to
tenders for civil and systems (electrification and signaling) contracts of Khurja-
Kanpur and Kanpur-Mughalsarai sections of Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor
Project.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. The part financing of the 1183 kms. Ludhiana - Khurja-
Dadri-Kanpur-Mughalsarai section of Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor is in 3
Phases viz. Khurja -Kanpur (Phase 1), Kanpur -Mughalsarai (Phase 2) and Ludhiana
- Khurja- Dadri (Phase 3). Loan agreement for Phase 1 has been signed and civil
construction contract has been awarded. Loan agreement for the Phase 2 is targeted
in 2013-14 and for Phase 3 thereafter.

Multi-functional complexes

2307. SHRI D.P. TRIPATHI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Railways are planning to establish Multi-Func-
tional Complexes (MFC) in the country through private investment;
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(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government has plans to establish such MFCs in Maharashtra;
and

(d) if so, the names of such stations?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Ministry of Railways have identi-
fied 196 sites for development of Multi-Functional Complexes (MFCs) at various rail-
way stations, out of which 120 MFCs are planned for development through private

investment.

(c) and (d) In Maharashtra, eleven stations viz., Hazur Sahib Nanded, Manmad,
Nasik Road, Shirdi, Aurangabad, Gondia, Lokmanya Tilak Terminus, Miraj, Shegaon,
Vasai Road & Wardha are identified for development of MFCs.

Facilities for disabled persons and senior citizens

2308. DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ the reasons that most of the stations across the country do not have
ramps in order to make them accessible for the physically disabled,;

(b) the steps being taken to address the same;

(c) whether escalators are being put in place at railway stations across the
country for easier access of foot-bridges for senior citizens; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Provision of standard ramp with railing for
barrier free entry is contemplated at all stations over Indian Railways starting with
Al, A & B category stations, and to be extended to stations falling in other catego-
ries. Out of 579 Al, A & B category stations, standard ramps have been provided
at station entrance at 562 stations. Ramps have also been provided at the end of
platforms inter connected by pathways for ease of inter platform transfer for physi-
cally disabled people.
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(c) and (d) Escalators have been planned to be provided at Al category and
other important Railway stations across Indian Railways progressively. The work for
provision of 100 escalators is currently under progress. Further, 400 more escalators
have also been sanctioned.

Reduced number of passenger bookings

2309. SHRI S. THANGAVELU: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the total number of passengers booked during
April-June,2013 was approximately 2,100.2 million compared to 2114.69 million during
the same period last year;

(b) whether Railways have taken a note of this reduced number of passen-
gers booking; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) There has been a drop in the number of passengers booked dur-
ing the period from April to June, 2013 as compared to the corresponding period of
last year owing to various factors like reduction in Advance Reservation Period
(ARP) and relative slowdown in the economy etc. Indian Railways continuously
strive to attract passenger traffic through various measures like introduction of new
trains, enhancement of the composition of more popular trains, attachment of extra
coaches in the existing trains, running of special trains keeping in view the pattern
of traffic, commercial justification, operational feasibility, availability of resources etc.

Illegal occupation of official residence

2310. SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ the details of each of railway official who continue to occupy official
residence after retirement, transfer, etc.;

(b) the grounds on which Railways permitted them to continue in such offi-
cial residences;
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(c) for how many months an official can retain his or her official accommo-
dation on the grounds of illness; and

(d) the action the Ministry has taken to evict those officials who are ille-
gally occupying the official residences?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) Information is being collected and will be laid
on the Table of the House.

Bengaluru-Kanakpura-Chamarajanagar railway line

2311. DR. VIJAY MALLYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether the new railway line from Bengaluru to Chamarajanagar
sanctioned by Railway Board at an estimated cost of Rs. 901.62 crore way back in
2007 has not made any significant progress so far;

(b) whether it was agreed by the Railway Board, as part of infrastructure
development of the area, to examine the feasibility of taking up the project;

(c) the present stage of consideration of the matter; and
(d) by when it is expected to be approved and implemented?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) Bengaluru-Satyamangalam new line project
was sanctioned during 1996-97 at a cost of Rs.260 crore. However, in absence of
requisite permission to conduct survey through reserve forest area and compliance
to the orders of Central Empowered Committee constituted under Hon'ble Supreme
Court, work on this project was held up.

It has been decided recently to initiate work on Bengaluru-Kanakapura-
Chamarajnagar non forest section of Bengaluru-Satyamangalam new line project.

Overstaying in Government Accommodation

t2312. SHRI BHAGAT SINGH KOSHYARI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@ whether the Ministry is aware that its many officers and employees are
illegally occupying Government residential bungalows/houses despite their transfer or
retirement;

(b) if so, the number of such cases and the reasons therefor;

(c) whether the Ministry has taken any steps for getting these houses va-
cated and for recovering outstanding amount in this regard,

(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(e) whether the Ministry proposes to take more such steps for stopping the
practice of over-staying?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (e) Information is being collected and will be laid
on the Table of the House.

Trains originating from Goa

2313. SHRI SHANTARAM NAIK: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ the names and number of trains introduced/originating from any of the
railway station in Goa in the last five years; and

(b) if no train has been introduced, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI K.J. SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Indian Railways do not intro-
duce train services on State-wise basis as Railway network run across State bound-
aries. However, the trains introduced serving the State of Goa in last five years are
as under:

1 1274112742 Vasco-da-Gama-Patna Express (weekly) we.f. 20.12.2008.
2. 10215/10216 Madgaon-Ernakulam Express (weekly) we.f 27.12.2009
3 17315/17316 Vasco-da-Gama-Velankanni Express (weekly) w.e.f. 29.8.2011.

Besides, the following trains serving the State of Goa have been announced in
2013-14:
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1 Madgaon-Mangalore Intercity Express (daily)
2. Lokmanya Tilak (T)-Kochuveli Express (Bi-weekly) via Madgaon
3. Thiruvananthapuram-Hazrat Nizamuddin Express (weekly) via Madgaon
4.  Madgaon-Ratnagiri Passenger (daily)
5 Madgaon-Karwar DEMU.
Doubling of railway lines in Odisha

2314. SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state the present status of the doubling of Sambalpur-Talcher, Delang-
Puri, Cuttack-Baranga and Banspani-Tomka-Daitari railway lines in Odisha which are

of public importance?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (i) Sambalpur-Talcher:- Part-Detailed Estimate for
Talcher-Bamur section has been sanctioned. Contract for Earthwork and minor
bridges have been awarded. Contract for track linking is under finalization.

(i) Delang-Puri:- Earthwork & bridge work have been taken up. 35%
Earthwork and 55% work on bridges have been completed. Delang-Sakhigopal sec-

tion is targeted for completion in 2013-14.

(i) Cuttack-Barang:- Overall progress of project is 76%. Project is targeted

for completion by March 2014.

(iv) Banspani-Tomka-Daitari-Jakhapura:- Overall progress of the project is
25% and is targeted for completion by December 2015.

Rail Tariff Authority

2315. DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether Government had decided to set up a Rail Tariff Authority;
(b) if so, the reasons for delay in setting up the Authority; and

(c) the time by when the Rail Tariff Authority is likely to be set up?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The modalities of constituting a Rail Tariff Author-
ity, and related issues, are under consideration of the Government.

(b) and (c) Do not arise.
Rayagada-Gopalpur railway project

2316. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether the Ministry has taken any decision regarding construction of
Rayagada-Gopalpur railway project, and if so, the details thereof; and

(b) the time schedule by which the project would be completed?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
Opening up of multi-cuisine restaurants

2317. SHRI A. A. JINNAH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ whether Railways have any proposal to open multi-cuisine restaurants at
several stations, including New Delhi Railway Station, in collaboration with IRCTC;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the time by which it would be operational;

(c) whether there is any proposal to start such multi-cuisine restaurants at
Chennai railway station and at all other major railway stations in Tamil Nadu and in
other parts of the country; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

() No, Sir.
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(d) Does not arise.
Dimapur-Kohima railway link project

2318. SHRI KHEKIHO ZHIMOMI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that Dimapur-Kohima Railway Link project was an-
nounced by Government, and if so, the status of this project;

(b) whether it is.also a fact that the project is far behind the time-frame set
by Government for its completion; and

(c) if so, the reasons for the delay?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir. Dimapur-Kohima (88 km) new line project
was sanctioned in 2006-07 at a cost of Rs. 850 crores. Final Location Survey of the
project has been completed.

(b) and (c) Yes, Sir. Project delayed for want of approval of final alignment by
State Government on account of agitation by Villagers of Theilixu Village, alignment
falling in Zoological Park and exorbitantly high rate of land compensation indicated
by State Government.

Recruitment to Group A posts in railways

2319. SHRIMATI NAZNIN FARUQUE:
DR. ANIL KUMAR SAHANI:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@ whether recruitment rules for Group A posts in Jr. Time Scale in all
organised services of Railways provide 50 per cent of vacancies to be filled by
promotion from amongst Group B officers through UPSC;

(b) if so, the number of vacancies in Group A posts in the last four years
and number of Group B officers promoted to Group A posts during this period;

(c) whether 50 per cent of vacancies were filled up by promotion of Group B
officers;

(d) if not, the reasons for non-implementation of recruitment rules; and
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(e) the steps being taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) There were 411 Group 'A'/Jr. Scale vacancies in eight organised services
of Indian Railways under promotion quota corresponding to 412 vacancies under di-
rect recruitment quota in each of the last four vacancy years, viz. 2008-09, 2009-10,
2010-11 & 2011-12. 1522 Group 'B' officers were promoted during this period.

() Yes, Sir.
(d) and (e) Do not arise.
Termination of Rockfort Express at Tiruchirapalli

2320. SHRI MANI SHANKAR AIYAR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether the Rockfort Express, running between Chennai and
Kumbakonam, is going to be terminated at Tiruchirappalli with effect from
29 August 2013;

(b) whether representations have been received by the Ministry from
Members of Parliament and the travelling public to continue this service upto
Kumbakonam; and

(c) if so, the reaction of Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Yes, Sir. The Rockfort Express, running between
Chennai and Kumbakonam, is going to be terminated at Tiruchirappalli with effect
from 1st September 2013.

(b) Representations regarding trains operations are received at various level
of Railway, a compendium of which is not maintained. Representation from the
Hon'ble Member of Parliament has been received for running of Rockfort Express
upto Kumbakonam.

() In the Metre Gauge (MG) era, Rockfort Express used to run between
Chennai Egmore and Tiruchchirappalli. The service was extended to Kumbakonam to
provide connectivity to Thanjavur/Kumbakonam as the direct Broad Gauge (BG)
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connectivity to Chennai was not available due to gauge conversion work on
Villupuram-Kumbakonam section. To meet the demand of passengers for running
Rockfort Express between Chennai and Tiruchirappalli, the train will revert to be ter-
minated at Tiruchirappalli and in lieu a new direct service between Chennai and
Thanjavur via Villupuram, Mayiladuturai, Kumbakonam has been announced in the
Railway Budget 2013-14.

Late running of trains

t2321. SHRI BRULAL KHABRI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@ the reasons for trains running late in the country;
(b) the number of trains running late everyday;
(c) the steps taken/being taken by Government to run trains on time;

(d) whether Government has ever contemplated upon the hardships faced by
passengers on trains running late; and

(e) if so, the Government's reaction thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The reasons for which trains run late are miscreant
activities, alarm chain pulling, dislocations due to accidents, natural calamities such
as cyclonic storms, damage to track due to breaches, speed restrictions imposed
due to law and order problems, agitations, bad weather, cattle run over, electricity
grid failures, equipment failures, rescheduling of trains due to late arrival of incoming
link rakes etc.

(b) (@ On an average 255 Mail and Express trains ran late out of the 1474
Mail/Express trains run per day on terminating basis in the current financial year till
July 2013.

(i) On an average 804 Passenger trains ran late out of the 3370 Pas-
senger trains run per day on terminating basis in the current financial year till July
2013.

(c) The following steps are taken for running trains on time:

() Monitoring of running of trains at Board, Zonal and Divisional

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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levels, on an almost real time basis through the Integrated Coaching
Management System so that timely planning can be done to ensure
punctual running of trains on run.

(i) Better time tabling to ensure that clear paths are available for run-
ning of trains. Providing scratch rakes to obviate rescheduling of
trains owing to late arrival of link rakes.

(i) Improving Maintenance practices so that trains running late can be
returned from platform after the mandatory safety and cleanliness
inspections. Ensuring timely availability of blocks so that the fixed
structures - Over Head Equipments, track signals etc. get their due
maintenance and function more reliable.

(iv) Monitoring equipment failures so that recurrence of failure may be
avoided.

(v) Close coordination with civil authorities so that advance action is
taken to avoid law and order setbacks to the running of trains.

(d) and (e) Yes, Sir. Steps enumerated in (c) above are being followed. Due to
consistent efforts, the number of trains reaching their destination on time has im-
proved. In July 2013, 5% improvement was registered for trains reaching within 15
minutes of scheduled time, as compared with corresponding period of previous year.

Railway connectivity of Ballia and Ghazipur districts of U.P.

2322. SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@ whether Ballia and Ghazipur districts in U.P. are least railway connected
districts in plains of northern part of the country;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) whether Government is actively considering to connect Ballia via Ghazipur
to Mughalsarai by railway link;

(d) if so, whether Government would connect Ghazipur to Mughalsarai by
railway bridge on Ganga river;

(e) if so, the details thereof, if not, the reasons therefor; and
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() the details of other railway services Government would provide for above
districts?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Ballia and Ghazipur are already
connected.by broad gauge railway network.

(c) to (f) Due to constraint of resources and limited budgetary support, no
such proposal is under consideration.

Central Projects in Madhya Pradesh

12323. DR. VIJAYLAXMI SADHO: Will the Minister of STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION be pleased to state:

(@ the various Central projects being run in Madhya Pradesh;
(b) the amount spent in respect of each project;
(c) the details of deadline fixed for the completion of each project;

(d) the new projects proposed to be launched in Madhya Pradesh during
the current Five Year Plan; and

(e) the details of amount to be allocated for each project, separately?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (e) Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation monitors the on-going Central Sector
Infrastructure Projects costing Rs.150 crore and above on time and cost overruns on the
basis of information supplied by the project implementing agencies. New projects in the
XII Five Year Plan are dependent upon requisite appraisals and competent approvals.
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation does not maintain information on
projects which are at various stages of appraisal and approval.

As on 1st June 2013, a total of 20 on-going Central Sector Projects being
implemented in Madhya Pradesh were on the monitor of this Ministry. Details of
these projects is given in Statement.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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NSSO survey report on unemployment rate

2324. SHRIMATI KUSUM RAI:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
Will the Minister of STATISTICS AND PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION be
pleased to state:

(@ whether as per the Survey Report of National Sample Survey Organisation
(NSSO) released in June, 2013, the population gainfully employed in the country has
dipped from 36.5 per cent in 2009-10 to 35.4 per cent in 2011-12, and if so, the
details thereof, State-wise;

(b) whether unemployment rate has also risen from 2.5 per cent to 2.7 per
cent during the period, and if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether 9.1 million rural women have also lost their jobs in rural areas
during the period, and if so, the details thereof, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Yes, Sir. State-wise
details of employment rates on usual principal status basis (based on principal
activity) during 2009-10 and 2011 -12 are given in Statement-1 (See below).

(b) Yes, Sir. The details of unemployment rate (in percentage) in the country
on usual principal status basis during 2009-10 and 2011-12 are given below:

Categories 2009-10 2011-12
Rural Male 19 21
Rural Female 24 29
Rural Person(Male+Female) 21 23
Urban Male 30 32
Urban Female 70 6.6
Urban Person (Malet+Female) 37 38
Male (Rural+Urban) 22 24
Female (Rural+Urban) 33 37

Person (Rural+Urban) 25 2.7
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() Yes, Sir. Number of rural females in the workforce in the country has de-
clined by 9.1 million from 81.2 million to 72.1 million between 2009-10 and 2011-12,
as per estimates released by National Sample Survey Office. Statement on State-wise
rural females in workforce on usual status basis during 2009-10 and 2011-12 is
given in Statement-I1.

Statement-1

State-wise Worker Population Ratios (Employment rates) on Usual
Principal Status Basis during 2009-10 and 2011-12.

SI. No. State/UT Employment rate (%) on Usual Principal
Status Basis during

2009-10 2011-12
1 2 3 4
1 Andhra Pradesh 46.2 453
2 Arunachal Pradesh 379 36.5
3 Assam 347 322
4 Bihar 268 2.1
5 Chhattisgarh 413 434
6 Delhi 329 335
7 Goa 337 357
8 Gujarat 39.7 398
9 Haryana A1 30.9
10 Himachal Pradesh 46.3 486
1 Jammu and Kashmir 305 29.6
12 Jharkhand 309 304
13 Karnataka 450 417

14 Kerala 35.1 34.0
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1 2 3
15 Madhya Pradesh 395 36.3
16 Maharashtra 423 40.2
17 Manipur 330 324
18 Meghalaya 433 425
19 Mizoram 448 417
20 Nagaland 304 29.7
21 Odisha 36.5 36.2
2 Punjab 311 327
23 Rajasthan 35.0 3Bl
24 Sikkim 432 518
25 Tamil Nadu 441 41.7
26 Tripura 334 340
27 Uttarakhand 35.2 316
28 Uttar Pradesh 291 289
29 West Bengal 34 349
0 Andaman Nicobar 380 394
A Chandigarh 342 3Bl
32 Dadra and Nagar Haveli 318 A1
3 Daman and Diu 38.3 401
A Lakshadweep 344 312
35 Puducherry 40.7 343

ALL INDIA 36.5 354
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Unstarred Questions

State-wise rural female workforce on Usual Principal Status

basis during 2009-10 and 2011-12.

Number in Million

Sl. No. State/UT Rural females in Workforce on Usual
Principal Status Basis during
2009-10 2011-12
1 2 3 4
1 Andhra Pradesh 12.48 11.44
2 Arunachal Pradesh 0.12 0.14
3 Assam 161 11
4 Bihar 18 14
5 Chhattisgarh 3.35 3.56
6 Delhi 0.01 0.03
7 Goa 0.04 0.06
8 Gujarat 420 361
9 Haryana 104 05
10 Himachal Pradesh 119 143
1 Jammu and Kashmir 0.23 0.18
12 Jharkhand 145 118
13 Karnataka 6.59 511
14 Kerala 230 142
15 Madhya Pradesh 6.56 482
16 Maharashtra 10.37 9.23
17 Manipur 0.15 0.13
18 Meghalaya 0.33 0.45
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1 2 3 4
19 Mizoram 0.08 0.09
20 Nagaland 0.15 0.12
21 Odisha 2.74 242
Punjab 0.36 0.40
Rajasthan 5.36 5.93
24 Sikkim 0.07 0.10
25 Tamil Nadu 6.10 5.60
26 Tripura 0.13 0.16
27 Uttarakhand 0.97 0.73
Uttar Pradesh 6.58 6.56
2 West Bengal 281 3.27
0 Andaman Nicobar 0.02 0.02
K1l Chandigarh 0.005 0.0005
32 Dadra and Nagar Haveli 0.004 0.001
3 Daman and Diu 0.01 0.001
A Lakshadweep 0.002 0.0004
35 Puducherry 0.06 004

country especially in Karnataka and the details thereof;

Status of ISSP in Karnataka

2325. SHRI AAYANUR MANJUNATHA: Will the Minister of STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION be pleased to state:

the status of the Indian Statistical Strengthening Project (ISSP) in the

the number of States which have signed Memorandum of Understandings

(MoUs) with the Ministry for the project; and

so, the funds released to various States during last year and the current year?

whether any budgetary provision has been made for the purpose and, if
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) The India Statistical
Strengthening Project (ISSP) is a comprehensive project primarily aimed at
strengthening the State Statistical Systems in all relevant dimensions, to improve the
statistical capacity and infrastructure of State Statistical Systems.

Of the 33 States/UTs (except Goa and Chandigarh) agreeing to participate in
the Project, it is under implementation in 13 States and 1 Union Territory, namely,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Bihar, Sikkim, Mizoram,
West Bengal, Odisha, Kerala, Jharkhand, Manipur and Lakshadweep. This apart,
seven States/UT, namely, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Punjab and Puducherry, have finalised their respective State Strategic Sta-
tistical Plans (SSSPs). The remaining States/UTs are at various stages of preparation
of their respective SSSPs.

Karnataka was the first State to sign the MoU with the Ministry of Statistics
& Programme Implementation (MoSPI), Government of India under the ISSP, on
10.12.2010. Till date, against the central release of Rs. 26.97 Crore (Rupees Twenty
Six Crore and Ninety Seven lakhs only) by MoSPI to the State under the Project,
the expenditure reported as on 31.07.2013 is Rs. 19.37 Crore (Rupees Nineteen Crore
and Thirty Seven Lakhs only).

(b) Under the Project, 13 States and 1 Union Territory have signed Memo-
randum of Understandings (MoUs) with MoSPI so far.

() Yes, Sir. During 2012-13, Rupees 22.43 Crore (Rupees Twenty Two Crore
and Forty Three Lakhs only) were released to various States under the Project.
However, funds are yet to be released during the current financial year viz. 2013-14.

[Mr. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.]
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

L Notification of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

Il.  Accounts (2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12) of the National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER), Guwahati, Assam and
Related Papers
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION AND THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): Sir, | lay
on the Table:—

. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers (Department of Fertilizers) Notification No. S.O. 1194 (E), dated
the 10th May, 2013, regarding order indicating the supplies of urea to be
made by domestic manufacturers of urea to States and Union Territories
during Kharif Season 2013, under sub-section (6) of Section 3 of the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 9589/15/
13]

I.(1) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under
sub-section (4) of Section 23 of the National Institute of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research Act, 1998:—

(@ Annual Accounts of the National Institute of Pharmaceutical
Ed