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RAJYA SABHA
Friday, the 15th March, 2013/24th Phalguna, 1934 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,

MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, I refer with profound sorrow...
...(Interruptions)... SI¥¢ a9 e, oNfegmd =1 2l

Hon. Members, I refer with profound sorrow to the passing away of Shri
Tindivanam G. Venkataraman and Shri C.O. Poulose, former Members of this House.

Shri Tindivanam G. Venkataraman passed away on the 21st of February, 2013,
at the age of 82 years.

Born in February, 1931 in South Arcot District of Tamil Nadu, Shri
Venkataraman was educated at the American Arcot Mission High School,

Tindivanam, Annamalai University, Chidambaram and Law College, Madras.

A lawyer by profession, Shri Venkataraman was President of the Tindivanam
Bar Association from 1981 to 1982. He was associated with various social welfare

activities for the downtrodden sections of society. He was also a sports lover.

Shri Venkataraman represented the State of Tamil Nadu in this House from
July, 1989 to July, 1995. He was also a Member of the Eleventh Lok Sabha and
served as Minister of Surface Transport from June, 1996 to March, 1998 and as
Minister of Urban Affairs and Employment from November to December, 1997 in the
Union Council of Ministers.

In the passing away of Shri Venkataraman, the country has lost an able

administrator and a distinguished parliamentarian.

Shir C.O. Poulose passed away on the 12th of March, 2013, at the age of 75

years.

Born in April, 1937 in Thrissur District of Kerala, Shri Poulose was educated

at RM.H.S. Peringanam and Government Training School, Kozhikode.

A social worker, Shri Poulose began his career as a teacher and gave up his
job to become a full time trade unionist. He served as President of the District
Cooperative Bank, Thrissur, from 1997 to 1998.
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Shri Poulose represented the State of Kerala in this House from April, 1998 to
April, 2003.

In the passing away of Shri Poulose, the country has lost a noted trade

unionist and an able parliamentarian.

We deeply mourn the passing away of Shri Tindivanam G. Venkataraman and
Shri C.O. Poulose.

I request Members to rise in their places and observe silence as a mark of

respect to the memory of the departed.
(Hon. Members then stood in silence for one minute)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Secretary-General will convey to the members of the

bereaved families our sense of profound sorrow and deep sympathy.

REFERENCE BY THE CHAIR
Terrorist attack on a paramilitary camp in Srinagar

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, it is with utmost grief and sorrow that I
refer to the killing of five paramilitary personnel in a deadly attack on a
paramilitary camp in Srinagar on the 13th March, 2013. Six CRPF officials and four

civilians were also injured.

This attack on the security personnel is deplorable and deserves to be

condemned in the strongest terms.

I am sure the whole House will join me in expressing our deepest
condolences to the bereaved families and pray for the early recovery of the
injured. This House strongly condemns the attack and reiterates its resolve that

such acts must be confronted with determination and firmness.

I request Members to rise in their places and observe silence as a mark of

respect to the memory of those who lost their lives in this incident.
(Hon. Members then stood in silence for one minute)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 261. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAd (Bihar): Sir, before this, the Leader of the

Opposition wants to say something. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute. ...(Interruptions)...

RE. DEMAND TO CONDEMN RESOLUTION OF PAKISTAN PARLIAMENT
WITH REGARD TO EXECUTION OF AFZAL GURU

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Sir, I am
extremely grateful to you for giving me this opportunity. Yesterday a very serious
development has taken place from India's national point of view that the Parliament
in Pakistan has passed a resolution condemning the execution of a person who
has been convicted for an attack on Indian Parliament. ...(Interruptions)... Besides
being interference in India's internal affairs, it is an official statement which comes
from the combined polity of Pakistan. So far we had wondered who was really in
control of the state, their army, their ISI, a civilian government or non-state actors.
But with yesterday's resolution, all these distinctions have been obliterated. It is an
official stamp of approval on one of the worst terrorist attacks that took place in
India. So far we have always alleged and there was evidence to suggest that for
an attack on Indian Parliament planning was done across the border but
yesterday's resolution seems to have confirmed our worst fears because the polity
of the country unanimously condones that action by actually condemning our
action in sentencing through a rule of law the person who was involved in this.
Sir, the beheading of our soldiers, the bomb blasts in Hyderabad, the attack on the
CRPF camp in Srinagar finally have culminated into this resolution. This now
clearly shows what the intention of Pakistan in this matter seems to be. The
Government will now seriously have to consider how to deal with Pakistan in this
situation. The hon. Prime Minister has in the past been very magnanimous to say
that he is willing to walk an extra mile. After a series of these provocations, we
would like to urge him that forget a mile, he should now forget walking even an
extra yard. Pakistan does not deserve this. As long as this resolution remains, the
question of a continued dialogue with Pakistan which is approving of showing
sympathy for terrorist attacks in India, I think, we should seriously forget
discussing any serious issue with them through a structured dialogue. Therefore,
Pakistan will now have to walk extra two miles rather than our Prime Minister
wanting to walk an extra mile. If we want to normalise relations, with these kinds of
resolutions, normalisation of relations will not be possible. Sir, this comes in the
backdrop of a serious situation which our country is facing, whether it is Male or
it is Rome or it is Islamabad, I think we seriously need to discuss our foreign

policy and where it is leading us, because if India can be kicked around in this
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manner internationally, then there is something seriously wrong in the manner in
which we are managing our external affairs. So, I would urge you to kindly fix a
date so that the hon. Prime Minister and the External Affairs Minister are here,
make a statement and this House gets an opportunity to discuss this issue at

length. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): We should also pass a resolution
condemning it. ...(Interruptions)... They should take an initiative to pass a

resolution. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Venkaiahji, please. ...(Interruptions)...

2N TP AESHY (FERTS): QUG Sff, § W @l 399 g Al gl
SRRt i SfeT KA (QORTE): wufd Sf, § W Bl g WREE bRdl g
N o sRAR (TR yow): w9Efy S, § @I Bl 3Hd WRE dRal g

MR. CHAIRMAN: Venkaiahji, please. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Tiruchi Siva, do
you want to say something? ...(Interruptions)...

AT FCT § AT HAL T WET F GAT H OIS #A (3h e gE):
R, U e Een 7 S Roliges o™ fear g a1 fuew 9 99 W
Sl T e @ Bl Yo e A 39 W ESw W OfR @l 3 W PR
TR 2l 99 39 9d 9 9eAd © P 39 dRe B 9d Ul TS SRl

H FEl B AUl B QW GRE W 9 A b W §| UM ¥ SRiwel
T S fRar, B Sl be vRl H Rl eRd £ Sel gea ® . (Saum)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...
Mt TH JHA ¥ AU TH WA Aisgl L (EEH)..

st wumuf: e fame, Y wsvl SfEw, geend ot @ ww ge g,
(TTIH)... 3§ AT I8 ST ...(AEH)...

A IeiT ot g A ATl (@@, S fud T e gema sk e
Tl (aaE)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD (Bihar): Sir, would you like to walk an extra
mile or Pakistan will have to walk two miles? That is the issue raised by the

Leader of the Opposition.
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#t IolT gt AaT faug 7 Te 9 R e § fb fiew M W te =W
g WUl MY $9d fU SE Ced 9¥ NI, 89 ol JUR §

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Siva. Please be as brief as you can.

RE. AGITATION BY STUDENTS IN TAMIL NADU

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, it is a very serious issue. The students,
who are dynamic in whatever they get involved, are in the streets for the past one
week. They are undergoing fast unto death and almost all the colleges across
Tamil Nadu are closed. Even then, the students are refusing to go back to their
residences. They are all in the streets. Their demand is that the Government of
India should itself move a resolution in the UNHRC. If it is not possible, it should
support the UN Resolution to condemn the war crimes of the President Rajapaksa
and to institute an impartial international inquiry into the human rights violations
that have happened in Sri Lanka and also to restore peace in Sri Lanka. Sir, State
of Tamil Nadu is burning. Sir, if even a smallest shake in the Northern part is
realised by the Government, this serious issue has also to be understood by the
Government. I want the Government to give a categorical reply which would
appease the students and make them soft. Otherwise, Sir, any event that may
happen in the future may be untoward and everything will be at stake. So, I
request the Government of India to give a categorical reply and the stand it is
going to take in Geneva to appease the students who are agitating in the streets

in Tamil Nadu.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Maitreyan, do you wish to say something?

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the agitation which is going on now
by the student community in Tamil Nadu—as the March 22nd deadline nears, the
next week—is likely to intensify further. Already, there are disturbing information
that the UN Resolution is not enough. Efforts are on to dilute that Resolution and
even to indirectly praise Sri Lanka for whatever actions they have been taking. If
that is the case, I don't think the people of Tamil Nadu will accept any sort of
compromise on that. Sir, it is not only a question of blindly backing a UN
Resolution, but they should also see to it that the UN Resolution is strengthened
and augmented, so that the genocide is condemned and international investigation

takes place. I would like to remind only one thing, Sir. A similar agitation by the
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student community in the early 60's against the imposition of Hindi saw the

Congress being unseated from power.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please don't go into the political history of

...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: If this agitation is allowed to continue, it will uproot

the Congress from Tamil Nadu.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, he is on the same issue.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. What do you wish to say, Mr. Rangarajan?

SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the students' agitation in Tamil
Nadu started from Loyola College, then, it went to St. Joseph College, and now it
has spread to all over Tamil Nadu. My request to the Central Government is that
they should give some assurance to the student community, jointly with the State

Government. State Government is also there; nearer to the students.

Both, the Central and the State Governments, should call the students and
pacify them. India should take a positive stand and make Sri Lanka conduct a
genuine inquiry into the atrocities done in 2009. With this, I request that the

Government should do everything in consultation with the State Government.
...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. This was not a part of the arrangement.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND THE
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA): Sir, we are equally concerned about the issue which has
been raised by the hon. Members, that is, with regard to the students' agitation.
The Government is looking into it. I will convey the feelings of the Members to
the hon. Minister of External Affairs, and if he wishes to make any statement in

the House, I will let you know.

RE. DENIAL OF PERMISSION TO MEET MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT IN JAIL

sit Jordy Rie uomufe @Ramom): wwfa S, g=Ee |l W), R W s
deren S R S oo RiE derer S, Ml € 39 Wed b 9ew Y® ol ARy
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M WHE DR S AR gR BRI & g AwA W kg §, olfbd ome I qMI
S W gl H 3 9d W OFE S [ Aidleng A SH6 Wiy @ fear swa
B T w1 fbal, 98 YRR B AH €

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right.

st TR e wemfn: W, SI6 A ST ARd offe uifeRrie @ @lg gEe
A e S g S fem off TE e Snover g

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay, All right. All right.

it YR Rig uomufer 9 39 9ed b WY B A Al 9 P, I\ Wl
STh frg €1 9 TN udl ¥ ey €1 g9 N S fiem & fow S @ ®

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, one person only. Please stick to ...(Interruptions)...

#t oAk fig yomufe USe & gl WeER yeRl g ded St W S
fiem & fag g 9 AfFT Sd § S afte W R T &R 9w ST faem
TE &

o WUy 379 MU 98 SMSU, SMUA Ul d1d dE o § ...(FEHF)...

it AR fiE gemfr W), § oMUM ¥E wEAl wEal §, a1 89 [AR¥ @
<X & U fegwM & ey €7

2t JUUfy: 319 oMU 98 SMSU, oMUl ¥ ' U ¥ ..(Fae)...

At IR RrE omfn R SRl B @ fied foar S § (@EEs).. dfde
TR Ol 9IS ¥, d” 9 Al WU b B AT ST T b, SADI SAd e ARl
e <1 @l L (caE)..

it wwmfer: o9 oMU SSA AT AER L (AIEM)...

Mt AR R gomufe § Y Rede oo 6 e 991 iR Iy 9w &b
e ol S99 fem fear oo

MR. CHAIRMAN: What do you wish to say, Mr. Gupta? What do you wish
to say? 1% T IS 9l . (FGHUM).. AU IASY b MU R HEd drEd B2

M W T @ ([ER): W, I§ AEel F ANGR F A Tl AR BIg
gaigel Refd &1 @i F oo e o ok S9e fav 9 o=} €, wfe
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TR Aded IE A8 ¥ 5 #E Rl 9 frem 98 <ml aw wga guege Refy
g R # GEal g 5 WeR 3@h arR H AUT bW WH |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
*261. [The questioner (Dr. Janardhan Waghmare) was absent]
Safety audit of railway stations

*261. DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(@ whether a Safety Audit Team of the Northern Railway has recently
conducted safety audit of the New Delhi Railway Station;

(b) if so, the details of the report submitted by the said Team;

(¢c) whether Government has since examined the recommendations of the

Team;

(d) if so, what further action Government proposes to take on its

recommendations;
() whether safety audit of other railway stations would also be conducted;
(® if so, the details thereof and by when; and
(g) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): (a) to (g)
A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (d) Ministry of Railways (Railway Board) have constituted 2 separate
Fire Safety Audit Teams A and B. The mandate of Team A is to identify areas
requiring further upgradation to match the latest fire safety norms to international
standards and Team B is to conduct checks at stations, coaching depots,
workshops etc., for assessment of compliance of RDSO and Board's instructions

regarding fire safety. In this direction, Fire Safety Audit Team B conducted an
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inspection at New Delhi Railway Station on 08.01.2013 and found some fire
extinguishers, CCTV Cameras and baggage scanners had some problems. On the
basis of interim observations, Delhi Division of the Railways has initiated corrective

action as required.

(e) to (g) Fire Safety Audit Team B also conducted inspections at Mumbai
Central Railway Station on 21.01.2013, at Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus station on
22.01.2013, at Udaipur Station of North Western Railway on 12.02.2013. Deficiencies

found at these stations are being attended to.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member is not present. Let the answer be given.

Any supplementaries? Yes, Mr. Khanna.

A SifaArer I AT W, SWH SN SR A W B, SWe AgER el iR
g, Sl BN AT WM g, 98l el <M+ fafde fear ok Rk Swghcw
A PO e U8 TS| S bEl g TS, ST AW g9 4 3 € ST U T
STOERIES PR oA €, ST OuS TS A o Wi e € S uis T

W, RIS Afdn & forg dF & a1 s®ide 9 €1 § AFq #4 St 9
Fel AR B 5 g B dis fURSSHa SWRE BM @Ryl e faw
Fs T FREd #=T H AR B GG, dfe I8 TdT a9 Gh B A SgHSH
HRME B T T R s fReRE @ @M ' @l 2

fea Refea 1

st QUi 3BT Hara w1 g

§t sfdrer @@= W, § I8 geW ar’d g Yad ReERd & fag 3
S ogHide gicd € A OOR GRM XA W, dod Y8, 39d 7 IWAR T
U N B T W UG AU THRNE B Pls NRIS 9¥ R Smar ® oA T8

M UeT PAR §Oe H8lQd, Uscl oI H ¥ beAl @R B Jdqd T HRIRS
b1 F fag A S 1 I g @, a7 e o1 Mifded VRE o 59 9
@ ghEd o= & forg & oM ff 9 FE B dIaE! T8 | SN, GReT
& WAl B el el B MR ged W SAPT W WM @ SN qh| T B
Jed 9@ < @ T8 facell Y@9 WM, YWy $ & Vold WA IR FSIR  Veld
WM W g, 98l S PO WAl "egd @il ST WiEl R 9gd TEIRAT $
e R fear sk Sue fou feemd € g1 el wRR UwRiféRaeR @ 9
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B Mg, Sl AfbforT #g wgF =Ry of, S el ggl W el or fb 9
FH qE W T 9, AT 3@ Afsfert, S wew 9§ # B =Ry ofY, 9w W
ge A w9¢ fou fRerd & @ M8 € SR S% A dRal R W Tl AW &
fog g8 fRema Wt 82 T @ ME ¥ fo Affm ¥ WY ugdl Sl @l faRn
ST, O A B fF usd @ AW B B R W s ) o oe ek S
P R W R W AWl Uger SS9 w@rel fha 9w iR fiR W RR W R
& IR S fHRT SIY e Sferar, MU S garr f gy W iR 9
STH SWRA B ARy, FREwr g owifRy, a1 swe fog W féerd €1 # fawm
& U g9 9@ @ g @R XE1 g fb M g8 el UeM Wl & W SR
W& B AT Bl D

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, safety and comfort of the
passengers should be the first priority for the Railway Minister and the Ministry of
Railways. To look into safety issues, Indian Railways had constituted a Committee
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Kakodkar. This Committee had recommended that
the Indian Railways need more than one lakh crore rupees to implement safety
measures. By imposing high tariff on the passengers, it is not possible to get this
kind of money. Therefore, internal resource mobilization is also required by the
Railway Ministry. Also, budgetary support from the Government of India should be

increased.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Your question does not relate to this at all.
SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, this is relevant.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Why do you make a speech before asking a question?

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, I would like to know, in the light
of the recommendations made for safety reasons, how does the Ministry of

Railways propose to mobilize resources internally?

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, the Kakodkar Committee had made as
many as 106 recommendations, the implementation of which entails an expenditure
of Rs.1,00,000 crore. The entire House would agree with me that it is an extremely
difficult task. If T were to talk about the financial implications of the
recommendations made, this Rs.1,00,000 crore would mean Rs.20,000 crore a year.
Further, the Committee had suggested something else. Now, the House has to take

a decision, and I would be extremely happy and grateful to the House if the
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House agrees with that recommendation of the Committee, which talks about a non-
lapsable fund generated through a Safety Cess on passengers of different classes,
in a graded manner, to raise funds to the tune of Rs.5,000 crore per annum. Now,
is the House willing to sanction that? The small amount which I had raised in the
form of forces has been objected to by different quarters. I know, you had lent
your open support to that. Further, it says that the payment of dividends should
be stopped. Then, a road cess of Rs. 1,000 per crore would not be enough and,
therefore, we must have another Rs.4000 crores per annum for this. This is an
uphill task. But we are at it. We are certainly determined that as many
recommendations as possible would be implemented. Sir, there is another
recommendation which I may, incidentally, like to point out in this case. The
Kakodkar Committee has also suggested that no new train should be introduced
without adequate capacity for operation and maintenance. Now, you can very well
understand what my plight is when there is a demand for introduction of more
trains and when we are not able to take full care of the maintenance facilities and
make provisions for all that is required on the trains. Nevertheless, Sir, the
Railways are determined and we shall continue to do our best as far as this
provision of safety is concerned as also comfort. Now, comfort is not really related
to the main question today, but that is also important for us. As far as the
questions of security and safety are concerned, we have been taking measures and

we will continue to take measures.

DR. YOGENDRA P. TRIVEDI: Sir, in the city of Mumbai, which is so densely
populated, the suburban trains run for about 30-40 kilometres along crowded lanes.
There is no proper fencing done. Two or three casualties every day is not even
considered as a news item worth reading. My question is, why don't you have
proper fencing all the way, when a train passes through crowded places? Secondly,
people cross the tracks, especially children returning from schools who are tempted
to rush to their homes across the tracks. At such times, the minimum that can be
done is to have adequate Police presence there. The Police could stop people from

crossing the railway tracks.

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, the provision of fencing on the sides
of the tracks is not the minimum, but the desired thing. If I were to have a
holistic approach to the matter, we have 64,000 route kilometers, and it is well-nigh

impossible to fence the tracks on both the sides, which means the double of that.
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Now, we have begun this exercise on the Agra side. The Railways traverse the
length and breadth of the country passing through very thickly populated areas
where there is persistent demand to open more level crossings, whereas the
Kakodkar Committee has suggested that no more level crossings should be
permitted. So, we are in that predicament. On one hand, there is a demand for more
level crossings and, on the other hand, we have to take care of the safety
measures. It was in that regard that I had suggested in my Budget Speech that we
must really be able to get more from the Central Road Cess for the purposes of

constructing the road over bridges.
Central Board of Fisheries

*262. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:
(a) the aims and objectives of the Central Board of Fisheries (CBF);
(b) when the CBF was constituted;

(¢c) the efforts CBF has made, since its constitution, for the welfare and

well being of fishermen in the country;
(d) whether it was disbanded in between;
(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(® in the light of (d) above, how Government is looking after the welfare of

fishermen in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (f) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (f) The Central Board of Fisheries (CBF) was established in 1958-59
under the chairmanship of Union Agriculture Minister in order to coordinate and
integrate the activities in the field of fisheries development and research in the
country. The CBF discussed national problems on fisheries development and
recommended measures for optimum growth of the sector and conservation of
fishery resources etc. from time to time. Government of India launched the National

Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) in 2006 as a Special Purpose Vehicle with the
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objective of giving focused attention to activities relating to fisheries and
aquaculture, to achieve sustainable management and conservation of aquatic
resources, generate employment and to enhance production and productivity of fish
through its programmes and schemes. Besides development oriented activities,
NFDB also focuses on Human Resource development of the fishers. Since the
Governing Body of NFDB under the chairmanship of Union Agriculture Minister
has all State Ministers in charge of Fisheries as members, it has effectively
replaced the CBE

Government is implementing various central sector and centrally sponsored
schemes for development of fisheries and welfare of fishermen, such as (i)
Development of Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture; (ii) Development of Marine
Fisheries, Infrastructure and Post Harvest Operations; (iii) Strengthening of
Database and Geographical Information Systems of Fisheries Sector; (iv) National
Scheme for Welfare of Fishermen and (v) NFDB etc. States can also avail funding
under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) for taking up various initiatives for

development of fisheries.

SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T: Sir, I would like to know from the hon. Minister
what are the aims and objectives of the Fishermen Welfare Fund. How much
amount is there in the Fund? What welfare measures are undertaken by the

Government from this Fund, particularly for the fishermen of Andhra Pradesh?

SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Sir, through a Centrally-sponsored scheme, that is,
National Scheme for Welfare of Fishermen, the Government is providing the
following support to fishermen: (a) Group Accident Insurance for Active Fisherman
providing an insurance cover of Rs.l lakh and Rs.50,000 against death or
permanent total disability and for partial disability respectively; (b) Fishermen
Housing: a sum of Rs.50,000 is provided for the construction of houses for eligible
fishermen, drinking and community hall facilities are also provided in cluster
housing; (c) Saving-cum Relief: a sum of Rs.1800 in three instalments of Rs.600
each is provided to fishermen belonging to below poverty line during the lean
fishing period and (d) Training and Extension, this is for building the capacity of
fishermen and fish farmers so that they can obtain better returns from their
vocation. Sir, NFDB supplements these efforts further through training of fishermen
and they have so far provided training to nearly 70,000 fishermen. The Government
is also framing programmes for alternative livelihood for fishermen to supplement

their income and protect their livelihood.
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SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Sir, there is a demand not only from Andhra
Pradesh but also from various parts of the country that reconstitution of National
Fishermen Welfare Board is required. In so far as looking after the fishermen of

the country is concerned, what action has the Ministry taken so far?

SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Mr. Chairman, Sir, since the Central Board of Fisheries
did not have any scheme or programme and was performing only an advisory role,
the Government of India decided to replace the CBF with NFDB. The NFDB is a
Special Purpose Vehicle having its own organization, staff and budget. It is also
implementing a number of schemes for development of fisheries and aqua-culture.
Therefore, it has emerged as a more effective body. All the States are represented
in the Governing body of NFDB through Ministers, related Central Ministers,

Departments and representatives of the Association of Fishermen and Aqua-culture.

SI AR AR WAEL NG qeled, § WA qeley W A8 dedl d@edl § fb
1958 ¥ AW AP Ud oEuM I RN W, SEfh nfl Wl AgelN T &
HR W | W AEey, ol MU U Sad # dEl fF I WERFM AGRIRI
qGARI H1 Pl URAER T g1 PR 3T WAREE HAgARI & UM € dr Mg
ITh AW FAN B PU N AR IT N qa f5 99 I H N a2

MU i S drell A P! 8, IUb AR H gHDI Ig bedl © (b BAR
ferR # i #wgemr £ S9¢ fov onft 9@ ¥ K% Srel W ogem ® dfed
Ih fIQ o &1 FqE &1 sHS a9 @I R ulhar € SR onfl I fee
A T b 8, 39 ey H W AU g SFHRI < Bl pUl B |

Mt TRF IR RRAT W, T&l dP AGRI & U FABRI HaH Io™
P 9T T, A WAR B AR W U U TR W BT Ve B ..(FGEF)..
@ AR W, S WgeR §, STal oi¥e ik wrivie Refa # wvmar gfg @
I T AP IS TH A A AR S ol g b fUsdr u@ w@ren # arh
113 UEadlE ASET H O WA 88 ¥ PR S9el wfeReaw @ <@ 9, a1 I8
gar dadl & & the total fish production in 2011-12 was 8.67 million tonnes, S

f& o SR Urea@M 21 The share of inland fishery in total fish production is
64 per cent. The total fish production has increased by eleven times since Inde-
pendence. The exports have increased from 6,12,000 tonnes in 2006-07 to 8,62,000

tonnes.
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S1. I AR WE: "geR, Sl P yEEd & IR W E, I aR |
ALY ..(TTEH)...

#t Wiy Ug MU gAYl . (aET)...

#t MNP SFaR: AR & Tl U8l ¥ d8Rk &l T ol WfteRig S
H I8 99 qarlt ff {5 WReR AR fPeRly Saawdic 98 ddfeud avem Wl @}
RE Bl S WgHR &, APl o & S @ g, Al 9 Ul SMedl geX &l
J WM g@ 9h| ().

S AT AR AEAL W, AR U BT SAE T8l o I8l §l ().
g fER & 8M W W fER @ 99 & 91 B €| ..(auH)...

st |uf: oMY 98 W8Tl oMY U AP dd g Siog| . (EE)..
it aR® sMax: W U enft ferR & wi TE €1 ().
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sahani, you cannot do this. ...(Interruptions)...

M ARG e W, W U fBR $ R ol dise el g1 # AFE
e Bl dg falad wu # A9 g, dlid S g a1d bl QO BRI 8 S|

Nt Tumfe: e B sh wem g wewl

31 e AR WIEHt WRIGW, W U P WG Tl S Tl .(TEE).. &
U A H AgeRT @ dIE UMY ¥ . (EEm)...

i RSP A STH AR ¥ R S9dl SHen! ff Suel © <F WU |
(TR,

ft wos R wewr @R, § oue A 9§ A W S W A8 S dredn
g5 ®1 oo SRs s R 9 d owem wed &g P A 1N W
ffaR &, d@ifd a8l | 8 & TART Bl BT S [h?

st aIR® AR WX, &9 fegpal 39 W AR & WHR 8 a8 $Had
I, R @Fl & TaRE ¥6 96| 9wl ARy, IR AR Giidea @l
TP HE@yl o ¥, sOfly B WM @ R WM 39 Id W ¥ f Rk &
SIRT Wt A B sz e iR SN SEdT SidH-amae B A

SHRI M. P. ACHUTHAN: Thank you, Sir. The Government had appointed Dr.

Murari Committee to enquire and suggest measures to safeguard the interests of
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the fishermen and their welfare. The Government had also accepted its
recommendations. One of the main recommendations was to stop giving licence to
big vessels for deep sea fishing in the Exclusive Economic Zone of our country.
But, unfortunately, the Government is now giving licence, renewing licence and
permitting the Indian and foreign vessels to venture in deep sea in the Exclusive
Economic Zone of our country. The fishermen are not able to catch fish. So, if
the Government is genuinely interested in safeguarding the interests of the
fishermen of this country, they have to ban deep sea fishing in the Exclusive

Economic Zone of our country.

M ARG IR W, & Yol T W AT §HR AN W q wqdred
far &1 # sa & dgm fb S S gee A § S9 W 'H an fdEaR R
Thd & AR SUb 95 gEHE e Bl sHB WHBRI ¢ < Set |

*263. [The questioner (Shri Ram Jethmalani) was absent].
& PleT B IAEA-TX
*263. #ft I SGHAM! ¢ R BN HA IE g9 B FU P

@ w1 IT 99 g f& A ded & SAed &% a9 200708 ¥ a9 2012-
13 & §g AR HH 8 & ®

@) I B, N s ey H d¥ R T

@M d¥ 2007-08 3R TY¥ 2012-13 § . dfed @ U TRIR SAGH-GY
fpai-fpa o oir

@ @ 3§ A 99 T & A dlcd & SART H BN N F AR
SHS IAed dnd H W ghg B W w2

PN AAET F AT FA (ST WU I HAE=): () I (U) fqRO W Ued W
g feor ¥

faqvor

@ ¥ @ 9 FUN P IART K (IGER) G Sfidbel B EIEE S
T H TS @ A T FAM, ST H P BUE &F B 90 HRmRE W A¥w
& 39 <) BUN P AT T IAT < H HU P IR UgaR b1 fAaRer 39
TR &
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g Ieary  (fPanRRIR)
2007-08 467
2008-09 403
2009-10 403
2010-11 499
2011-12 491
2012-13* 488

* R M A |

g @ T 7 5w H duw @ UgraR 2007-08 # 467 feum ufd
TRI W FePR 201213 ¥ (G AW SgHM) 488 fHIL WR FHRW B TR B
HUNT B IATGT AN 2007-08 H 211053 $UF Ufa fRea | dgaw 2012-13 H
277216 U¥ ufa fdged & W T

Production rate of Bt. Cotton

7#263. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the production rate of Bt. Cotton is constantly
decreasing since 2007-08 to 2012-13;

(b) if so, the facts in this regard;

(c) the details of production rate of Bt. Cotton per hectare in 2007-08 and
2012-13; and

(d) whether it is also a fact that along with the decline in yield, its

production cost has also increased?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) to (d) A statement is laid on the Table of the

House.
Statement

(a) to (d) The data on production rate (yield) of Bt. Cotton is not maintained
separately. However, more than 90% of total cotton area in the country is now

under Bt. Cotton and year-wise yield of cotton in the country is as under:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Year Yield (Kg/Hectare)
2007-08 467
2008-09 403
2009-10 403
2010-11 49
2011-12 491
2012-13* 488

*2nd Advance Estimates.

It may be observed that the yield of cotton in the country has increased
from 467 Kg/hectare in 2007-08 to 488 kg/hectare in 2012-13 (2nd advance estimates).
The cost of production of cotton has increased from Rs. 2110.53 per quintal in
2007-08 to Rs. 2772.16 per quintal in 2012-13.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question 263. Questioner is not present. Let the answer be

given.

st Rram< fart: g=ae wvufy 78T § A9 w3 ST 9 Seer drEdn
g f& SeM oM SaW # @El © fF US@R 200708 # o467 fhamm Wl g
A FEdR 2012-13 H 488 fbolwmd ufd geAw B M| Gl R® gABl PEAl ®
f5 ST @FT 2007-08 # 211053 BUY W dgdH? 2012-13 H 277216 BUY U
fiaca &1 7€ 21 @ § @A #3 St ¥ S wedr g fe 200708 # fewri
A S dfed d@r, @ SHB! fhad Uy ufd fdead @ W@ fyem &R 2012413 H
S U fdged feat dma fiel? A9 w5 of, ORT S9el W @R, dif IF
Ud Gd 9 fb S ARG 9@l ®, S §Yed @l BRe F¢ ©§, SEdH! SAD Il
od frd @ o7 a1 @R

ST WXUT SN HE=T: AFEY 9EO #eRd, U 9 S 9FeR & 8 S e
Y R v & T ¥ S H u 4 § TEd Ugdl H oUW ONRY aRA
aredl g fé @1 dlcd & Wew H e Re difers gim dic d fqEREE g
39 oRRfd & w7 I8f faR &1 a1 989 HIA1 Stad BN, I8 H U™
Mdes &A1 =ear g1 ...(aE)...

St QUi MY 95 WY, ...(FGEM)...
A gENIE WIS WU I8 A Sae d fear T gl (SaeE)...
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sft wvmufe: QU 98 ISY, UG Watdl de H oo @ ¥, Il A&l ¥
.(FaEF)... 95 SVl It is not your turn. Yes, Mr. Roy. ...(Interruptions)...

At gEERE WIS ®UEE AT A S Sl gden I8 2 L (JaE)..

St {ERE ST T WA gl SR S ARl S| Al . (@EEm). .
At g WSS ®UET AR R’ A A W d91 §, W .. (FTEE)...
ot WU SR 3MUd! A W By dfodls © al g faRed # AfRwl

N gHUT WSS /U TR, 89 U9 WREU @ed g AMGg #AT Sh
IqT T ¥ P I AW P H ¥l P H AT Pl Al el gl MR, A
M fem ¥ (R

ft Rram< e R 79 @I § & @1 A9 9 ST 9 ¥8T A hY
e . (aEm)...

2 THUTT WSS BT 3TR Hic § Al & o I8 SaE 3 e
..(TFE)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Do you wish to amplify?

SI. WO SN W=k AR, H1 A8 Mded fear & f& S faurfly SHeRl gHR
UM g, 98 A $9Bl < & 2l 9@ @1 dled SuE. Wid b aR § gum
HE H tp Re afye fqarea 81 afe omu =ed € f& Sue dEse @t I8
g8d 8, Al 89 H $ U WR FI

sft Bram< et &9 I 99 9Ed € 6 . (caum)...
st wumfer v fA\e, e fHel L (cam)..

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, the question was what price they got ...(In-

terruptions)...

it qumfer Ske, @@ e . (@9um)..

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: What price they got compared to the input. ...(In-

terruptions)... This is the question. ...(Interruptions)...

At wdgd agdat qIfa HERd, AN Wew A ddd I8 Sl 4l ®
2008 # fHami @ ®1 dmd Fa @ oot iR 2013 § ®T wwd A &R
SART BIC H Tad I 9§ g9y T8l gl
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M, S PIC H GeM ddd WE B W el gl S99 fHAE @ am
BN ® A M, 98 IS Al AE e g

1. WU S HEwT: AT 9HUfd #RIRd, HY 9MeR! o W §BR el fhar
gl # A wgdel St @l gar @edl g fb ad 2006-2007 H AR H el
& fog S wAgad feiRa @t i off, gg 1770 Buw oft &R a¥ 2012-2013 H
3600 ¥UT %

N qad gl ARl T8 gl ofl, aoiR A fewE Bl Mo ar Wi @
R H gel ol

1. INUT SN HE=T (AfPad ®0 9 9oR ¥ S 99 ) e @ o7l 9o
¥ 99 ¥ Bl HAT el ot
St wwrafr U Siae 9 < IRTTI Let it be treated as an assurance.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the issue is multinationals
are exploiting the Indian farmers. Keeping that in mind, please postpone it to Mon-
day. Let him reply to it on Monday. It is a very larger issue. We have no diffi-

culty. We should not have any objection.
ft W oMU A B IR AW T wad 2
ST WO I e AR, § onfl ol Sae § |epar g
At i AR
N T IHA AU feAE B H WY, I8 Sl I el g
it wwmfe: dbar SN, Ue e, wuren of, Wi L (caem)..

AN YR WSS WUET: 3MUH] a1 oFIaT? 3R, IR B [HAF
A R SIS (A, MU ST L (au)... g 9fey ().

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS
Telecommunication services in villages

1#264. DR. RAM PRAKASH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(a) the number of villages with a population of more than 5000 where BSNL

has provided telecommunication services, State-wise;

(b) the number of such villages yet to be provided with these services,
State-wise; and

(¢c) the number of villages where 3G service is available?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) and (b) Telecom Circle wise details of
number of villages with a population of more than 5000 where BSNL has provided
telecommunication services and where these services are yet to be provided are
given in the Statement (See below).

(¢) BSNL has started 3G services only in cities/towns. As on 31.12.2012, 3G
Services have been launched by BSNL in 1200 cities/towns. However, some of the
villages may be getting 3G incidental coverage from some nearby city/town Base
Transceiver Station (BTS).

Statement

No. of villages where services of BSNL are provided
and yet to be provided

Sl. No. Telecom Circle No. of villages No. of villages
(population > 5000) (population > 5000)
where BSNL has provided where telecommunication
telecommunication services of BSNL
services) are yet to be
provided
Village Mobile Village Mobile
Public Services Public Services
Telehone Telephone
(VPT) (VPT)
facilities
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Andaman and Nicobar 2 2 0 0
Islands
2 Andhra Pradesh 2286 2286 0 0

3 Assam 173 204 31 0
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1 2 3 4 5 6
4 Bihar 2941 2294 0 642
5 Jharkhand 364 322 0 492
6 Gujarat 975 975 0 0
7 Haryana 602 602 0 0
8 Himachal Pradesh 9 9 0 0
9 Jammu and Kashmir 143 134 1 13
10 Karnataka 835 835 0 0
11 Kerala 1280 1280 0 0
12 Madhya Pradesh 381 354 0 28
13 Chhattisgarh 0 86 0 0
14 Maharashtra 1317 1272 0 24

(including Goa)
15 North East-I

(Meghalaya, 132 132 8 8

Mizoram, Tripura)
16 North East-1I

(Arunachal Pradesh, 123 123 24 24

Nagaland, Manipur)
17 Odisha 182 159 0 26
18 Punjab 305 308 0 0
19 Rajasthan 761 748 0 13
20 Tamil Nadu 1444 1368 0 0
21 Chennai 76 76 0 0
2 Uttar Pradesh (East) 1545 1545 0 0
23 Uttar Pradesh (West) 1017 743 0 274
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1 2 3 4 5 6
24 Uttarakhand 80 80 2 2
25 West Bengal 1870 1503 20 387

(including Sikkim)

26 Kolkata 4 44 0 0

ToraL 18977 17484 86 1483

Note: BSNL maintains Telecom Circle wise information.
Central-State Farm in Madhya Pradesh

*265.DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has set up a Central-State Farm in each district of
Madhya Pradesh;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether a large area of land acquired for the purpose in Madhya

Pradesh is lying unutilised;
(d) if so, the reasons therefor, district-wise; and
(e) the steps taken by Government for proper utilisation of the said land?
THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) No, Sir.
(b) to (e) Do not arise.
Price rise of onion

*266.DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that there is a huge gap between the wholesale

price and the retail price of onion;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that common man is suffering due to high retail

price of onion;
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(d) if so, whether Government has taken any steps to bring down the
prices of onion; and
(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (e) The
gap between retail and wholesale prices of onion for the period April, 2012 to

February, 2013 for four Metros is shown below.

Difference between Wholesale and Retail Prices of Onion from April, 2012 to
February, 2013

(Rs./Kg)

Month Bangalore Mumbai Delhi Chennai

WP RP Diff WP RP Diff WP RP Diff WP RP Diff.

April, 12 7 10 3 5 10 5 7 12 5 6 10 4
May, 12 7 13 6 6 10 4 7 12 5 7 11 4
June,12 8 13 5 6 10 4 8 15 7 9 12 3
July, 12 9 14 5 7 2 5 8 15 7 11 14 3
August, 12 10 13 3 8 2 4 8 16 8§ 10 14 4
Sept.,12 9 13 4 7 2 5 8 16 8§ 12 16 4
October, 12 16 19 3 9 16 7 1 17 6 15 20 5
Nov., 12 17 24 7 13 8 5 15 5 2 R 6

2 2 R 6

20

Dec., 12 17 2 5 14 18 4 11 20 9 18 A4 6
Jan., 13 18 24 6 14 18 4 18 30
25

Feb.,13 15 20 5 15 2 7 11 4 20 2 6

Note: WP = Wholesale Price, RP = Retail Price.

The gap between wholesale and retail prices depends on the local demand-
supply conditions and market imperfections including distance from production
centres. Since onion is an important ingredient of the food basket of the common

man, its price rise impacts adversely on household budgets.
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Onion is a highly perishable commodity and is difficult to be stored over long
periods. Therefore, onion prices tend to increase in the lean season before arrival
of the next crop. Government has, through National Research Centre (NRC) on
Onion and Garlic and National Horticulture Research Development Foundation
(NHRDF), undertaken research on development of new varieties with longer shelf
life, modern storage structures to reduce losses, etc., which would help stabilize
prices of onion. Assistance is also provided by Government for creation of

infrastructure for storage and marketing of fruits and vegetables, including onion.
Assistance to farmers in drought-hit Andhra Pradesh

*267. SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Andhra Pradesh has declared 230 Mandals as
drought-hit recently;

(b) if so, the details thereof, district-wise;

(c) the manner in which the Ministry is helping farmers in the above
Mandals under its various schemes, such as, Diesel Subsidy Scheme, Enhancement

for Subsidy on Seeds, etc.;

(d) whether any additional wage employment is proposed under MGNREGA;

and
(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (e)
Government of Andhra Pradesh vide its notification dated 9th January, 2013 has
declared 234 mandals in 9 districts of the State as drought affected during Kharif,

2012. District-wise details are given in the Statement (See below).

State Government is empowered to initiate appropriate relief measures in the
wake of loss/damage to crops due to natural calamities from funds readily available
under State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). Additional financial assistance, over
and above SDREF, can be provided from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF),
upon receipt of detailed memorandum from the State Government following which
Inter Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) is deputed for assessing the situation and

recommending central assistance as per established procedure and extant norms.
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In view of rainfall deficit in some parts of the country during Kharif-2012,
Govt. of India introduced several schemes such as (i) diesel subsidy scheme (for
providing protective irrigation in rainfall deficient areas), (ii) enhancement of ceiling
on seed subsidies (to partially recompense farmers for re-sowing/purchasing drought
tolerant varieties of seeds), (iii) up-scaling the central sector scheme on feed and
fodder, (iv) waiver of import duty on oil cakes, (v) additional allocation under
Accelerated Fodder Development Programme (AFDP), (vi) providing assistance for
feed and fodder supplements under National Mission for Protein Supplements
(NMPS), (vii) introducing drought impact mitigating interventions for perennial
horticulture crops and (viii) reducing interest on rescheduled crop loans to mitigate

drought conditions.

Besides, interim assistance under calamity component of National Rural
Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP) and fast tracking release of installments under
NRDWP and Integrated Watershed Management Programme etc. were also

announced by Central Government as drought relief measures.

Central Government has also approved additional wage employment upto 50
days per household beyond 100 days under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) in drought notified areas.

Government of India has so far approved 91.53 lakh additional man days
under MGNREGS, over and above the approved labour budget, in drought affected
mandals in Andhra Pradesh. Details of additional employment, district-wise, as

reported by Government of Andhra Pradesh are given in the Statement-II.
Statement-1

No. of Mandals declared as drought affected

S1. No. District No. of Mandals declared as Drought affected
1 2 3
1 Anantapur 63
2 YSR Kadapa 43
3 Kurnool 36
4 Prakasam 35

5 Chittoor 28
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1 2 3
6 Nalgonda 11
7 SPS Nellore 9
8 Mahabubnagar 5
9 Guntur 4
ToraL 234

(Source: Government of Andhra Pradesh).

Statement-11

District-wise Additional Employment over and above 100 days upto 150 days

Sl. No. District Name Households Person-days Expenditure

(In crores)
1 Anantapur 50541 1298413 1591
2 Chittoor 16532 469974 5.70
3 Guntur 928 33787 046
4 Kadapa 15521 361247 397
5 Kurnool 23290 642331 6.77
6 Mahabubnagar 2358 69968 0.71
7 Nalgonda 11327 321794 323
8 Prakasam 21848 544725 507
9 S.P.S Nellore 2626 44643 049
TotaL 1,44971 37.86,882 4231

(Source: Government of Andhra Pradesh).

Decline in the production of cotton

7#268. SHRI THAAWAR CHAND GEHLOT: Will the Minister of

AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(a) the details of cotton produced in the country during the last three

years, year-wise;
(b) whether production of cotton is declining continuously;
(¢c) if so, the main reasons therefor; and

(d) the measures being taken by Government for increasing the production

of cotton?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) Details of

cotton production in the country during the last three years are as under:

Year Production (Million Bales of 170 kg each)
2009-10 24.02

2010-11 33.00

2011-12 35.20

(b) No, Sir.

(¢) Does not arise.

(d) To improve production, productivity and quality of cotton, assistance is
provided to farmers under Technology Mission on Cotton (TMC) for seeds,
agriculture implements, water-saving devices, bio-agents/bio-pesticides, integrated
pest management, demonstrations, training, etc. Further, All India Coordinated
Research Project (AICRP) on Cotton is being implemented by Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) to develop new high yielding varieties/hybrids and
production technologies in cotton. Central Institute for Cotton Research at Nagpur

is also conducting basic and strategic research on cotton.
Speeding up the trains

*269. SHRI JAIPRAKASH NARAYAN SINGH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(@ whether Railways are focusing on speeding up the trains at a high

speed in the near future;

(b) if so, the details in this regard;
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(¢) the maximum speed of trains in the country and whether it is very slow

as compared to countries like Korea, Japan and China; and

(d) the steps being contemplated to speed up the trains by upgrading

technology and improving the tracks?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): (a) and
(b) Yes, Sir. Ministry of Railways in consultation with State Governments has
selected seven corridors for carrying out prefeasibility studies for introduction of
High Speed Passenger trains. Present status of prefeasibility studies on these

seven High Speed Rail Corridors is as under:

(i) Pune-Mumbai-Ahmedabad - 650 km - Prefeasibility study has been
completed and the Final Report submitted by the Consultant has been
accepted by the Ministry of Railways.

(i) Delhi-Agra-Lucknow-Varanasi-Patna - 991 km - Prefeasibility study has
been completed. The Consultant has submitted the Final Report.

@iii) Howrah-Haldia - 135 km - Prefeasibility study has been completed. The
Consultant has submitted the Final Report.

(iv) Hyderabad-Dornakal-Vijaywada-Chennai - 664 km - The study is in
progress. The consultant has submitted Inception Report, Interim Report
I & II and Draft Final Report.

(v) Chennai-Bangalore-Coimbatore-Ernakulam-Thiruvananthapuram - 850
km - The study is in progress. The Consultant has submitted Inception
Report and Interim Report No.I and II and Draft Final Report.

(vi) Delhi-Jaipur-Ajmer-Jodhpur - 591 km - No consultant has been finalized.

(vii) Delhi-Chandigarh-Amritsar- 450 km - The work of carrying out
prefeasibility study on this corridor has been entrusted to Rail Vikas
Nigam Limited (RVNL).

(¢) The maximum speed of trains in the country is 150 kmph as compared
to other countries like Korea, Japan and China, where maximum speed is upto 350
kmph.

(d) For High Speed trains, totally new railway tracks will have to be laid. It
is not feasible to achieve speed of 300-350 kmph on Indian Railway existing tracks

by upgrading technology and other improvements.
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Setting up of electronic telephone exchanges in Tamil Nadu

*270.SHRI A.A. JINNAH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the number of electronic telephone exchanges set up in Tamil Nadu as

on 31st December, 2012, capacity-wise;
(b) whether all these exchanges have been provided with STD facility;
(c) the districts where such exchanges have not been set up so far; and

(d) the time by when such exchanges with STD facility are likely to be set

up in these districts?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) The number of telephone exchanges set
up in Tamil Nadu Licensing Service Area (including Pondicherry) as on 31.12.12 is

as below:

Sl. No.  Type of exchange Number of Capacity of such
(Mobile/Landline) Exchanges installed exchanges

L. Landline 4068 6149314 lines

2. Mobile 181 3684200 Erlangs

(b) Al of these exchanges are provided with STD facility.

(¢) All the districts in Tamil Nadu are provided with Electronic Exchanges
(landline), and all are provided with STD facility. The STD facility is extended to

the subscriber as per their request.

With regard to mobile services, they are also available in all districts of Tamil

Nadu and the subscribers are provided with STD facility as per their requests.
(d) Does not arise in view of (c) above.
Accidents at unmanned railway crossings

*271.SHRI S. THANGAVELU: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@) whether it is a fact that accidents at unmanned railway crossings are on

the rise across the country;
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(b) the total number of accidents at unmanned railway crossings reported

during the last six months;

(c) whether it is also a fact that many State Governments have demanded

to convert unmanned level crossings into manned level crossings; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): (a) No,
Sir. The number of consequential incidents at unmanned level crossings caused due
to negligence of road vehicle users has come down from 51 to 46 in the current
year during April, 2012 to February, 2013 in comparison to the corresponding

period of the previous year.

(b) During the last six months i.e. September, 2012 to February, 2013, 23
consequential incidents at unmanned level crossings have taken place on Indian

Railways.

(c) and (d) It has emerged from the analysis of pattern of accidents that
manning of unmanned level crossings is not an ideal solution. Therefore, the policy
of manning of unmanned Level Crossings has been reviewed. Accordingly, Railways

have decided to progressively eliminate all unmanned level crossings by:

Closure - Closing unmanned level crossings having NIL/Negligible Train
Vehicle Unit (TVU).

Merger - Merger of unmanned level crossing gates to nearby manned or
unmanned gates or subway or Road Under Bridge (RUB) or Road Over Bridge

(ROB) by construction of diversion road.
Provision of Subways/RUBs

Manning - The unmanned level crossings which cannot be eliminated by
above means, will be progressively manned based on rail-road traffic volume,

visibility conditions.

Elimination of all these level crossings is a gigantic task and involves lot of
manpower, resources and budgetary support. It is a continuous process and is
done as per need, inter-se priority of works, availability of funds and co-operation
of State Government, particularly, in getting consent of closure of level crossings

and undertaking to maintain road and drainage in future for subways.
Guidelines for use of social media in Government organisations

*272.DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:
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(@) whether Government has formulated certain guidelines for use of social

media in Government organisations;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the steps taken by Government to ensure effective citizen engagement
and communication with all stakeholders using various offline and online channels
including social media and also to check the propogation of unverified facts and

rumours with respect to Government policies, by social media?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) and (b) In order to help Government
organisations engage appropriately with social media platforms, Government has
notified "Framework and Guidelines for Use of Social media by Government
Organisations" in September, 2012. This Framework has been created to enable
Government agencies to use these platforms effectively, reach out to their

stakeholders and understand their concerns.

(¢) In order to enhance citizen engagement with all stakeholders,
Government has notified Citizen Engagement Framework for e-Governance projects.
The framework includes various online and offline methodologies of citizen
engagement. The scheme for citizen engagement provides for development of a
citizen engagement toolkit for use by various Central Ministries and State
Departments to enhance and deepen their citizen engagement efforts and awareness

and sensitization workshops to build the capacities of Ministries and Departments.

Government does not regulate the contents of website. However, Government,
on 11.4.2011, has notified Information Technology (intermediaries guidelines) Rules,
2011 under Section 79 of the Information Technology Act, 2000. The Rules provide
for the intermediaries, which includes social networking websites, to observe due

diligence and guidelines.
Separate toilet facilities for girls in schools

*273.SHRI ANIL DESAI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a shortage of separate toilet facilities for girls in schools

in urban as well as rural areas;

(b) if so, the details of such shortage in urban and rural schools, State-

wise;
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(c) whether due to this problem, a large number of girls of adolescent age

drop out every year; and

(d) if so, the steps taken by Government to address this problem,
particularly after implementation of the Right to Education (RTE) Act, and whether

any deadline has been fixed to provide this facility in all schools in each State?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI M. M.
PALLAM RAIJU): (a) and (b) As per District Education System for Education (DISE)
2011-12 (provisional) 65% rural and 71% urban government elementary schools
have girls toilets. A state-wise statement of percentage of schools with separate

toilets for girls in rural and urban areas is given in the Statement (See below).

(¢) From data available in the DISE 2011-12 it is clear that share of girls'
enrolment at primary and upper primary level has risen from 43.7% and 40.9% in
2000-01 to 48.35% and 48.63 % in 2011-12 which is in consonance with their share
in population. Opening of schools in the neighbourhood has improved the access
of girls to schools, and provisions inter-alia, of free textbooks, free uniforms,
separate toilets for girls, the Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas residential upper
primary schools and the Mid Day Meal programme have further encouraged

participation of girls in elementary education.

(d) The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act,
2009 provides a time-frame of three years from the commencement of the Act for
completion of school infrastructure. All new school buildings under SSA are
sanctioned as composite buildings with toilets for girls and funds are also provided
for existing urban schools which do not have toilets. Under SSA a total of 4.49
lakh girls' toilets have been sanctioned so far. In existing rural schools/lacking
toilets, such facilities are provided in convergence with the schemes of the Ministry

of Drinking Water and Sanitation.
Statement

State-wise details of percentage of schools with separate

toilets for girls in rural and urban areas

SI. No. State Percentage of schools with girls' toilets
Rural Urban

1 2 3 4

1 Andhra Pradesh 47.58 59.65

2 Arunachal Pradesh 30.15 53.50
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1 2 3 4
3 Assam 5175 61.86
4 Bihar 5122 45.01
5 Chhattisgarh 42.87 4359
6 Goa 68.06 7273
7 Gujarat 7093 86.14
8 Haryana 89.34 88.53
9 Himachal Pradesh 82.16 82.59
10 Jammu and Kashmir 23.02 31.36
11 Jharkhand 68.13 65.80
12 Karnataka 98.01 9831
13 Kerala 87.36 8152
14 Madhya Pradesh 7093 7947
15 Maharashtra 71.03 79.12
16 Manipur 100.00 99.66
17 Meghalaya 3642 5134
18 Mizoram 50.96 72.05
19 Nagaland 63.37 6848
20 Odisha 38.60 3998
21 Punjab 86.69 89.51
Rajasthan 7598 68.36
PA] Sikkim 83.37 100.00
24 Tamil Nadu 6224 7831
Tripura 46.01 67.66
Uttar Pradesh 81.52 73.87
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1 2 3 4
27 Uttarakhand 79.36 76.77
28 West Bengal 50.89 63.82
29 Andaman and 80.13 100.00
Nicobar Islands
30 Chandigarh 100.00 100.00
31 Dadra and 61.72 84.21
Nagar Haveli
32 Daman and Diu 9394 100.00
33 Delhi 99.30 99.49
34 Lakshadweep 75.00 90.00
35 Puducherry 9795 94.76
ToraL 64.90 71.01

Source: District Information System for Education (DISE) 2011-12 (provisional).
Proposals under the market intervention scheme

*274.SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of the proposals received under the Market Intervention

Scheme (MIS) during each of the last five years and the current year, State-wise;

(b) the details of the proposals cleared and pending with the Government;

and

(c) the steps being taken by Government to clear all the proposals to

protect farmers from distress sale in each State?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (c) The
details of proposals received from the State Governments and approved under the
Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) are given in the Statement (See below). Scheme

is pending at present.
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Cost of J&K National Railway Link Project

*275. SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the cost of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) National

Railway Link Project has gone up to six times of the original estimated cost; and
(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): (a) Yes,
Sir. The cost of Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla new line project in Jammu and
Kashmir which was initially assessed as Rs. 3077 crore as per Detailed Project

Report (DPR) is now estimated to be Rs. 19565 crore.

(b) The Project was initially taken up on the basis of aerial & topographical
survey and actual cost of construction could be assessed only after thorough
detailed Final Location Survey and geotechnical/geological investigation. The work
on Udhampur-Katra and Katra-Banihal sections of the project have been delayed
due to various factors leading to prolonged gestation period and resultant increase
in project cost. However, apart from general escalation, the cost of the project has
also increased due to various other factors like geological uncertainties, increase in
tunnelling scope, increase in prices of cement and steel, enhancement in security
provisions due to adverse law and order situation and introduction of new items
like electrification, access roads and approach roads for stations which were not

envisaged initially.
Status of pisciculture

*276. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(@) whether there is any proposal before Government to consider

Pisciculture as an integral part within the wider definition of Agriculture;
(b) if so, whether Government would agree to the same; and

(¢c) if not, whether Government would consider to treat Pisciculture at par
with Agriculture to provide all incentives like low interest rates, debt relief and all

kinds of subsidies?
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THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (c)
Some State Governments and Associations of Aquaculture sector have suggested
that Pisciculture/aquaculture be treated at par with agriculture so that the subsidy,
income tax benefits and other incentives available to agriculture could be extended
to Pisciculture. The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries,
Ministry of Agriculture had requested the Ministry of Finance to consider these
suggestions. The Ministry of Finance has informed that the income from fisheries
does not qualify as agricultural income under the Income Tax Act, 1961 and hence
is subject to income tax. However, some incentives are available for cooperatives
and enterprises for fisheries activities under section 80P, 80-IB (11A) and 35 AD of
the Income Tax Act, 1961. In respect of provision of loans at low interest rates, it
has been clarified that the provision of interest subvention is available for crop
loans upto Rs. 3 lakhs to the farmers. Loans for the purpose of fisheries sector are

not covered under this scheme at present.
Modernisation of new unit at BVFCL

*277.SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the functioning of the Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Unit at

Namrup in Assam; and

(b) the details of the status of modernisation and extension of the new unit

in the Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation Limited (BVFCL)?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) BVFCL has two operating units—
Namrup-II and Namrup-III. As their performance was below par, an in-depth internal
study of the plants was carried out for improvement of the plant performance by
removing bottlenecks causing limitation in production. Based on the study of the
plants, schemes were drawn to carry out for renovation of the plants. The fund to
carry out the renovation jobs was provided by the Government of India in phased
manner during Eleventh Five year plan period. On implementation of the major
schemes, performance of plants has improved. Both Namrup-II and Namrup-III
Plants have achieved record production during current financial year 2012-13 with

Namrup-III Plant achieving over 102% capacity utilization.
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Following table shows performance of BVFCL during the current year against

last three years:

Parameter 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

(Provisional)

Production in Lakhs MT
Namrup-II 0.79 0.86 1.02 1.08
Namrup-IIT 2.30 1.99 1.77 278

Capacity Utilization %

Namrup-II * 65.96 7177 85.22 9046
Namrup-1II * 85.34 73.71 6542 102.96
Gross Sales in Rs. Cr 261.79 401.13 407.1 557.11
Operating Profit (PBIDT) Rs. Cr14.90 38.03 38.60 86.88
Net Profit/Loss in Rs. Cr -27.86 -85.09 -128.81 -49.60

* Considering operating capacity of 1.20 Lakh MT for Namrup-II and 2.70 Lakh MT for
Namrup-III.

The company is incurring net losses due to high interest burden on
Government of India Loan. However, functioning of Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer
Corporation Limited (BVFCL) has improved during current financial year 2012-13.

(b) BVFCL is in the process of establishment of State-of-Art brown field
Ammonia-Urea plant based on modern technology with high capacity and energy
efficiency. Total cost of the project has been projected to be Rs. 3311.09 crore with
equity component of Rs. 815.67 crores. The plant would be capable of producing
8.64 LMTPA with specific energy consumption of 5.2 G.Cal/MT of urea. Feasibility
Study has been based on availability of 1.72 MMSCMD of Natural Gas. Planning
Commission has accorded 'in-principle' approval for the said project through open
bidding and Expression of Interest (Eol) for equity participation from private sector
companies. M/s. Price Waterhouse Coopers Pvt. Ltd. has been appointed as
consultant for analysis of the options and suggesting most suitable option.

Per capita income of farmers of Karnataka

*278. SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) the per capita income of farmers in Karnataka;
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(b) how this compares with other southern States and at the national level;

and

(c) the action Government proposes to take to increase the per capita

income of farmers of Karnataka?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) and (b) In
2002-03, the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) conducted Situation Assessment
Survey covering, inter alia level of living, farming practices, possession of
productive assets, awareness and access to modern technology, resource availability,
indebtedness etc. in the rural areas. The average monthly income per farmer
household from all sources - cultivation, wages, farming of animals, non-farm
business etc. during the year 2002-03 in Karnataka, other southern States and at all

India level was found as under:

States Average Monthly Income (Rs.) per Farmer

Household from different Sources during 2002-03.

Karnataka 2616
Andhra Pradesh 1634
Kerala 4004
Tamil Nadu 2072
ALL INDIA 2115

(¢) Government has taken several steps to revitalize agriculture sector and
improve condition of farming community on sustainable basis by increasing
investment, improving farm practices, rural infrastructure and delivery of credit,
technology and other inputs, extension, marketing etc. Various programmes/schemes
for the development of agriculture sector are being implemented in a decentralized
manner with flexibility to State Governments to formulate and implement appropriate
projects to suit their specific requirements. The focus of Government is primarily
on expansion of farm income, creation of non-farm income opportunities,
improvement in productivity of rainfed agriculture, increasing coverage of farming
areas under protective irrigation and forging appropriate backward and forward

linkages. Other measures taken by the Government for the benefit of farmers include
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enhancement in minimum support prices of agricultural commodities, increase in
credit flow to agriculture sector, debt waiver/relief, interest subvention on crop

loans, etc.
Demand for telephone towers and landline phones

*279. SHRI BASAWARAIJ PATIL: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there is a huge demand for telephone towers

and landline phones from customers;

(b) whether Government is facing problem in meeting these demands for

best communication services; and
(c) by when, Government would fulfill these demands?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) Sir, mobile phone towers are
deployed by the Telecom Service Providers as per the Radio Frequency (RF)
Network planning based on various parameters such as quantum of spectrum used,
type of network, geography/terrain of the area, population density of the mobile

users etc.

Cellular mobile connections are available on demand in the area of operation.
At present there is no waiting list of GSM mobile customers in Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited (BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) network.

Demand for landline phones is not huge as the average waiting list for the
landline phones is only 0.2 % in BSNL by the end of January, 2013. Demand for
the same is met by BSNL based on techno commercial viability and feasibility for
best communication. To augment the mobile network, BSNL has concluded the
tendering process for adding a capacity of 14.37 Million GSM lines. The landline

telephones are mostly available on demand in the area of operation of MTNL.

Demand for telecom services are met by the telecom service providers
including BSNL and MTNL. However, the areas where the services of telecom
service providers are not available, the Government is providing support through
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) schemes for provision of telecom

services.
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Student union elections in Central Universities

*280. SHRIMATI KUSUM RAI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the Central Universities where elections to student union

were conducted during 2012-13 session;

(b) the details of the Central Universities where these elections have not
been conducted during the current session, so far, along with the reasons therefor,

University-wise;

(c) whether Government has received representations from students of Jamia
Millia Islamia, Banaras Hindu University and Allahabad University for revival of

student union and conduct of student union elections during the 2013-14 session;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) the steps taken thereon by Government, representation-wise?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI M.M.
PALLAM RAIJU): (a) Elections to Students' Body held in Central Universities in
2012-13 is given in the Statement-I (See below).

(b) Central Universities where elections to Students' Body have not been

held in 2012-13 and the reasons thereof is given in the Statement-II (See below).

() As per available information in the Ministry, no such representation has
been received from Jamia Millia Islamia, Banaras Hindu University and Allahabad

University.
(d) and (e) Do not arise in view of reply to (c) above.
Statement-1

Central Universities where election to Students' Body has been held in 2012-13

Sl. No. Name of the University
1 2
1. University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad.

2. Maulana Azad National Urdu University, Hyderabad.
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1 2
3. Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar.
4, Assam University, Silchar.
5. University of Delhi, Delhi.
6. Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
7. Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar.
8. Central University of Kerala, Trivandrum.
0. North Eastern Hill University, Shillong.
10. Mizoram University, Aizawl.
11. Nagaland University, Kohima.
12. Pondicherry University, Pondicherry.
13. Central University of Rajasthan, Jaipur.
14. Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh.
15. University of Allahabad, Allahabad.
16. Hemawati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar.
Statement-11
Central Universities where elections to Students' Body
have not been held in 2012-13
S Name of the University Reasons for elections to Students' Body
No not held
1 2 3
1. Mahatma Gandhi There is no provision for the constitution
Antarrashtriya Hindi of Students' Body in the Act and Statutes
Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha of the University.
2. Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, There is no provision for election of
West Bengal Students' Body in the University's Act

and Statutes. However, there is a
Students' Body consisting of students on

the basis of academic performance.




46  Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

3. Tripura University, Agartala

4. Tezpur University, Tezpur

5. Indira Gandhi National
Open University, New Delhi

6. Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya,
Bilaspur.

7. Central University of

Karnataka, Gulbarga

8. Dr. Harisingh Gour
Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar

9. Jamia Millia Islamia,
New Delhi

There is no provision for election of
Students' Body in the University's Act

and Statutes.

There is no provision in the Act and
Statutes of the University to conduct
election to the Students' Council.
However, Students' Council has been
constituted with students of the various
academic departments and those who
have excelled in sports, cultural activities

etc..

Being an open university imparting
education through distance mode, the
IGNOU Act does not provide for such
students' body.

The university has constituted a students'
council which provides for 20 students
elected representatives and 20 other

nominated by the Academic Council.

Students' Council has been constituted
through nomination. However, the
University has initiated action to prepare
an Ordinance for election to Students'

Union.

A Students' Council has been constituted
as per the Act of 2009, which provides

for representation by nomination .

Elections to the Students' Union have not
been held due to a continuous law and
order problem. However, a representative

body of students 'Subject Association' at
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Manipur University, Imphal

Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi

Central University of
Bihar, Patna

Central University of

Haryana, Narnaul

Central University of

Himachal Pradesh, Kangara

Central University of Jammu

the level of the departments/centres
has been constituted with elected
representatives of students as well

as by nomination.

Due to continuous violence in the
election to the Students" Union.election

to the union has been suspended.

Due to litigations, election scheduled in
2012-13 could not be held. On the
directions of the Supreme Court, the
University has redrafted Ordinance for the
constitution of the Students' Council, for
approval of Academic Council and

Executive Council.

As the university in its early phase with
limited programmes of student and
students strength, it has not conducted

the election.

As the university is in its nascent stage
with less number of students, therefore,
election to the Students' Council has not
been held. Students' Coordinator has been
assigned for the purpose of grievances

resolutions of students.

The university is in its nascent stage
with very less number of students;
therefore, no elected students' body has
been constituted. The university is in the
process of framing Statutes for the

constitution of a Students' Council.

As it's a new university, it is in the
process of evolving itself and therefore

Students' Body has not been constituted.
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1 2 3
16. Central University As the university in its nascent stage
of Kashmir, Srinagar. with very less number of students, no

election has been held.

17. Central University of As the university in its nascent stage
Jharkhand, Ranchi with very less number of students and
infrastructure is also not sufficient, no

election has been held.

18. Central University of The university is in nascent stage with
Orissa, Bhubaneswar only enrolment of 300 students, thus a

Students' Union has not been constituted.

19. Sikkim University, Gangtok. The university is in nascent stage with
very less number of students and there is
not sufficient infrastructure; therefore, it

has not constituted a Students' Body.

20 Central University of The university is in nascent stage with
Tamil Nadu, Tiruvarur. an enrolment of only 294 students;
therefore, it has not constituted a

Students' Body.

21. Central University of The students' body has been constituted
Punjab, Bhatinda. through a process of nomination.

22. Babasaheb Bhimrao Action has been initiated by the
Ambedkar University, university to constitute a Students' Body.
Lucknow.

23. Indira Gandhi National The university has initiated to constitute

Tribal University, Amarkantak a Students' Body.

24 English and Foreign Election could not be held as the
Languages University, university is amending the constitution of
Hyderabad. the Students' Body.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Regulation of cotton seeds prices

2016. SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@) whether bringing cotton seeds under ECA and Government's intention
to deregulate its prices will only help private seeds companies to take undue
advantage of the situation;

(b) whether Government is willing to make rules to regulate the prices of
cotton seeds under provision of ECA;

(c) whether re-introduction of cotton seeds under ECA is not against the
policies of reforms, liberalization and market-led economy and WTO obligations; and

(d) whether Government would consider empowering States to regulate the
Bt. Cotton seeds prices if it is not regulating them?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Cotton seed has been brought under the purview of the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955 to protect the interest of cotton producing farmers
by regulating the production, supply, distribution and quality of cotton seeds.

(b) At present, there is no proposal with the Government to make rules to
regulate the prices of seeds including cotton seeds.

(¢) Re-introduction of cotton seeds under the Essential Commodities Act,
1955 is only to regulate production, supply, distribution and quality of cotton seeds
and not to regulate the prices of cotton seeds.

(d) There is no such proposal before the Government at present.
Implementation of BGREI Scheme

2017. SHRI N.K. SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(a) the allocation made under the 'Bringing Green Revolution in Eastern
India' (BGREI) scheme, year-wise and State-wise;

(b) the details of the increase in agricultural production in the States
covered under the BGREI scheme, year-wise and State-wise;

(¢c) whether Government is proposing any additional measures to increase
the agricultural output in the Eastern States; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The programme of Bringing Green Revolution to
Eastern India (BGREI) is a sub-scheme of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY)
being implemented in seven eastern States of Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh (Eastern) and West Bengal since 2010-11. The details of

State-wise and year-wise allocation of funds made under the programme are as

under:
(Rupees in crore)
SL. No. State Funds Allocated During the Year
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

1 Assam 35.00 3332 95.50
2 Bihar 63.94 5533 119.25
3 Chhattisgarh 67.15 5521 131.50
4 Jharkhand 29.60 31.68 59.00
5 Odisha 79.67 62.62 21725
6 Uttar Pradesh (Eastern) 5727 85.66 105.50
7 West Bengal 102.37 7220 269.00

ToTAaL STATES 435.00 396.02 997.00

(b) State-wise and year-wise production of Rice of BGREI States from
2009-10 to 2012-13, are as under:

(in lakh tonnes)

SI. No. State 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 Increase in
(Base year) 2nd production
Advance during
Estimates 2012-13 over
2009-10
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Assam 43.36 4737 45.16 47.68 432

2. Bihar 3599 31.02 71.63 67.68 31.69
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

3. Chhattisgarh 41.10 61.59 60.28 6246 21.36
4. Jharkhand 15.38 11.10 31.31 34.84 1946
5. Odisha 69.18 68.28 58.07 75.61 643
6. Uttar Pradesh 108.07 11992 14022 135.55 2748
7. West Bengal 14341 13046 146.06 132.39 (-) 11.02
ToraL (for Seven States) 456.49 469.74 552.73 556.21 99.72

(c) and (d) Keeping in view the enthusiastic results of the implementation of
BGREI programme, an allocation of Rs. 1,000 crore has been announced for the
programme in the Budget Speech for the year 2013-14. In addition, National Food
security Mission (NFSM) and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) etc. are also

being implemented in BGREI States for increasing agricultural output.
International seminar on hybrid rice

2018. SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAIL
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has organized any international seminar on hybrid
rice;
(b) if so, the details thereof during the last four years and the outcome

thereof, particularly in Hyderabad; and
(c) the implementation of such outcome?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The 6th International Symposium on hybrid rice was held at Hyderabad
during September 10-12, 2012. It was jointly organized by the International Rice
Research Institute, Philippines; Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi
and Directorate of Rice Research (DRR), Hyderabad. This symposium is held once
in four years and the previous one i.e. 5th symposium was held in China in 2008.

Following major recommendations emerged during the 6th International Hybrid

Rice Symposium held in Hyderabad:
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1.  Development of heterotic gene pools from tropical japonica and diverse

germplasm.

2. Establishment of National centre for Hybrid Rice with a team of
50 scientists to tackle all the issues related to hybrid rice research.

3. Strengthening the hybrid rice seed production network in the public
sector as well as public-private partnership (PPP) mode.

4. Identification of other hybrid rice seed production zones in line to
Special Economic Zones (SEZ).

5. Policy interventions by Government for acceptability of hybrid rice by

millers.
(¢c) For each outcome following action has been taken:

. Development of heterotic gene pools from diverse germplasm is
vigorously undertaken at DRR, Hyderabad and Jawahar Lal Nehru
Krishi Vishwa vidyalaya, Jabalpur.

. Indian Council of Agricultural Research has initiated a research
platform on "Hybrids" including Hybrid Rice to tackle all the
issues related to hybrid rice research during Twelfth plan.

. MOUs have been signed by public institutions with private
companies under PPP mode to produce seeds of hybrid rice.
Further, a consortium of hybrid rice is also contemplated to promote
public-private partnership.

. Search for new areas for hybrid seed production has been initiated
in states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala.

. It has been decided to involve millers and traders in decision
making about release of hybrids.

Implementation of Dr. Swaminathan Commission Report

12019. SHRI DARSHAN SINGH YADAV: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken any steps so far to implement the report

of Dr. Swaminathan Commission on Agriculture; and

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) The National Commission on Farmers (NCF)
under the Chairmanship of Prof. M.S. Swaminathan submitted five reports to the

Government over a period of time starting from December, 2004.

The Commission submitted its fifth and final report on 4.10.2006. Along with
the final report, the Commission also submitted Draft National Policy for Farmers'

containing important recommendations made by it.

Based on 'Draft National Policy for Farmers', and after consultation with State
Governments, National Policy for Farmers (NPF), 2007, was finalized and approved
by Government and was laid on Table of Rajya Sabha on 23.11.2007. An inter-
ministerial committee finalized Plan of Action for Operationalisation of NPF, 2007
which was circulated to all State Governments as well as Central Ministries/

Departments concerned for appropriate action.
Enhancement of agricultural production levels
2020. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI:
SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether there is a scope to further enhance production levels in

agriculture by bridging huge "yield gaps" and "regional imbalances";
(b) if so, how;
(c) the details of measures taken in this regard; and

(d) the manner in which this issue has been addressed in the Twelfth Five

Year Plan?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) Yes, Sir. Government of India is implementing
research programmes on basic and strategic research on various aspects of crop
improvement, crop production and crop protection in different areas at 20

commodity based research institutes through the National Agricultural Research
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System of Indian Council of Agricultural Research. The information so generated is
used by 20 crops specific All India Coordinated Research Projects, mostly situated
in State Agricultural Universities (SAUs) to develop location specific/State wise
varieties and technologies. Several improved varieties/hybrids for high yields and
tolerance to biotic and abiotic stresses, as well as trait specific varieties in different

crops for non-traditional regions have been developed.

The technologies are being demonstrated by the State Agriculture Universities
(SAUs) and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) through Front Line Demonstrations
(FLDs) and Minikit Programmes to enhance production and productivity of various

Crops.

Based on the scientific results, the Government of India has been
implementing various Crop Development Schemes through State Governments for
bridging yield gaps and reducing regional imbalances, viz., National Food Security
Mission (NFSM), Integrated Scheme on Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil palm and Maize
(ISOPOM), Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI), Initiative for
Nutritional Security through Intensive Millets Promotion (INSIMP), Accelerated
Fodder Development Programme (AFDP), Special Programme on Oil Palm Area
Expansion (OPAE), National Horticulture Mission (NHM), etc.

Activities like demonstration on high yielding varieties/hybrids, distribution of
seed of improved varieties/hybrids, need based plant and soil management,
resource conservation techniques/energy management, efficient water application
tools, and cropping system based trainings, are being taken-up to enhance

agricultural production.

(d) The Government of India proposes to continue Crop Development
Programmes like National Food Security Mission including coarse cereals, Bringing
Green Revolution in Eastern India, Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, National Mission
on Oilseeds and Oil Palm and National Horticulture Mission, etc. in Twelfth Five
Year Plan for bridging yield gaps and reducing regional imbalances to achieve

higher agriculture production in the country.
Huge stock of skimmed milk powder

2021. SHRI ANIL DESAL
SHRI SANJAY RAUT:
Will the Mimster of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:



Written Answers to [15 March, 2013] Unstarred Questions 55

(@) whether it is a fact that dairy industry in the country is saddled with

huge stocks of skimmed milk powder, and a weak export demand;

(b) if so, the reasons for the consumer prices remaining firm and showing

no sign of declining; and

(¢c) the action being taken by Government to reduce the prices of milk in

the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (DR.
CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and
Fisheries has not received any report relating to the huge stock of skimmed milk
powder (SMP) and weak export demand. As per the information received from
National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) there is a stock of about 1,00,000 MT
of SMP, which is about 0.8 percent of the country's milk production and export
demand has firmed up as about 60,000 MT equivalent of SMP(SMP + Casein) has
been exported in the first 9 months of 2012-13.

(b) Does not arise in view of reply at (a). However, consumer prices are
remaining firm as the producer prices are also remaining firm due to increase in

feed and fodder and other input costs.

(c) Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries does not control

prices of milk.
Impact of unprecedented climatic conditions on agriculture

2022. SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:
SHRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the action taken by the Ministry in consultation with the Ministry of
Environment and Forests and State Governments to combat the impacts of

unprecedented climatic conditions on our agriculture sector; and

(b) whether the Ministry in coordination with the Ministry of Science and
Technology, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and State Governments is
going to evolve a mechanism to intimate the farmers in advance about probable
climatic conditions as due to lack of any mechanism in this regard our farming

community is suffering sizable economical losses?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir. Ministry of Agriculture has formulated National
Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) under the aegis of National Action
Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) in consultation with line Ministries including
Ministry of Environment and Forests and State Governments for promoting
sustainable agriculture growth in the context of Climate Change. NMSA aims at
transforming agriculture into a sustainable and climate resilient production systems
by incorporating appropriate climate change adaptation measures onto ongoing and
future programmatic/schematic interventions in key dimensions namely, improved
crop seeds, livestock and fish cultures, water use efficiency, pest management,
improved farm practices, nutrient management, agricultural insurance, credit support,

markets, access to information and livelihood diversification.

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is implementing a network
project on "National Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture” (NICRA) for
enhancing resilience of Indian agriculture through strategic research, technology
demonstrations, and capacity building, etc. Central Research Institute for Dry land
Agriculture (CRIDA), ICAR has developed detailed contingency plans for 400
districts to provide a broad advisory to farmers, prescribing alternate strategies in
the event of climatic variability, by factoring in crops/livestock/aquaculture

practices/pattern, soil characteristics, infrastructural facilities, etc.

(b) Ministry of Agriculture is implementing Scheme on Mass Media Support
to Agricultural Extension for providing agriculture related information including
weather conditions to the farming community through network of Doordarshan
Kendras and Rural FM Radio Stations of All India Radio. Automatic weather
stations have been established in 100 Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) located in

vulnerable districts to improve the agro-advisory services to the farmers.

Under "Integrated Agromet Advisory Services (IAAS) in the country" of India
Meteorological Department, Ministry of Earth Sciences, agromet advisories and
weather based contingency plans are issued to combat the impact of
unprecedented climatic conditions/extreme weather events. Mobile technology is

extensively used to disseminate the advisories.
Setting up of DMR in Andhra Pradesh

2023. SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAL
SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:
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(@) whether Indian Council of Agriculture Research is setting up Directorate
of Maize Research (DMR) for the purpose of research on maize in southern States

particularly in Andhra Pradesh;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(¢c) if not, by when such DMR will be set up in Andhra Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(¢) There is no such plan as already two centres under All India
Coordinated Research Programme (Maize) of Indian Council of Agriculture Research,
one at Hyderabad and second at Karimnagar, are working for development of
suitable varieties, production technologies and other related aspects of maize

cultivation in Andhra Pradesh.
Establishment of Board for Gaushalas in J & K

2024. SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Central Government will direct the Government of Jammu and

Kashmir to establish a Board for providing assistance to Gaushalas;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) to (c) State has already constituted Jammu
and Kashmir State Implementing Agency (J&K SIA) to take up all the activities
related to cattle and buffalo development and for Implementation of National Project
for Cattle and Buffalo Breeding in the State.

Assistance to Gaushalas

2025. SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether Central Government has prepared any scheme to give assistance

to Gaushalas;
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(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) the details the Gaushalas in the country, State-wise;

(d) the details of funds provided to States in this regard during the last

three years, State-wise;

() whether any Board has been constituted in Jammu and Kashmir at State-

level for assistance to Gaushalas; and
() if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) There are no schemes to provide
assistance to Gaushalas. However, Ministry of Environment and Forests through
Animal Welfare Board of India is providing assistance for setting up of Shelter
Houses for stray or ownerless animals including cows in the country. This Ministry
also provides opportunities to Livestock Development Boards to take up breeding

programme in Gaushalas if same is recommended by the State Governments.

(c) Details of Gaushalas in the country, State-wise is given in the Statement
(See below).

(d) Question does not arise.

(e) and (f) No Sir. However, State has constituted Jammu and Kashmir State
Implementing Agency (J&K SIA) for Implementation of National Project for Cattle
and Buffalo Breeding.

Statement

State-wise details of Gaushalas in the country

SI. No.  State/UTs No. of Gaushalas under
AH Deptt. Others

1 2 3 4

1 Andhra Pradesh - 48

2 Arunachal Pradesh - -

3 Assam 0 10
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1 2 3 4
4 Bihar 86 -
5 Chhattisgarh - 63
6 Goa - 1
7 Gujarat 2 495
8 Haryana 1 252
9 Himachal Pradesh - 57
10 Jammu and Kashmir - -
11 Jharkhand 2 27
12 Karnataka - )
13 Kerala - 1
14 Madhya Pradesh - 1077
15 Maharashtra - 130
16 Manipur - -
17 Meghalaya - -
18 Mizoram - -
19 Nagaland - -
20 Odisha 1 29
21 Punjab - 212
22 Rajasthan 1218 -
Sikkim - -
24 Tamil Nadu - -
Tripura - -
26 Uttarakhand 0 141
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1 2 3 4
27 Uttar Pradesh 7 406
2 West Bengal - -
29 Andaman and Nicobar Islands - -
30 Chandigarh - -
31 Dadra and Nagar Haveli - -
32 Daman and Diu -
33 Delhi 5 -
34 Lakshadweep - -
35 Puducherry - 2
TotaL 1322 3030

Soil health cards for farmers

2026. DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANIA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@)
(b)
©
(d
©
®

whether soil health is deteriorating day by day;

if so, the reasons therefor;

the measures taken to improve the same;

the details of Soil Testing Laboratories, State-wise;

whether Soil Health Cards for farmers is still a distant dream; and

how many such Cards have been issued, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Indiscriminate and imbalanced use of

agrochemical and chemical fertilizers coupled with low addition of organic matter

over years may result into micronutrient deficiencies and deterioration of soil health.

©

National Project on Management of Soil Health & Fertility (NPMSH&F)

was launched during 2008-09 to promote soil test based balanced and judicious
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use of fertilizers for improving soil health and its productivity. NPMSH&F provides
assistance for setting up/strengthening of soil testing laboratories, trainings,
demonstration on balanced use of fertilisers and promoting use of organic manures,
soil amendments and micronutrients.

In addition, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is recommending
soil test based balanced and integrated nutrient management through conjunctive
use of both inorganic and organic sources (compost, manures, bio-fertilizers etc.) of
plant nutrients to sustain sound soil health. Growing leguminous crops and use of
resource conservation technologies are also being advocated. ICAR also imparts

training, organizes front line demonstrations to educate farmers on these aspects.

(d) Details of State-wise soil testing laboratories is given in the Statement
(See below).

(e) and (f) Soil health cards are issued to the farmers by State Government.
As per information provided by States, the State-wise details of soil health cards

issued is given in the Statement-II.
Statement-1

State-wise number of Soil Testing Laboratories (STLs) in the country

SI. No. Name of the State No. of STLs
1 2 3
I South Zone
1 Andhra Pradesh 118
2 Karnataka 2
3 Kerala 24
4 Tamil Nadu 48
5 Puducherry 1
6 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 2
TotaL 221
IL West Zone

7 Gujarat 130




62 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions
1 2 3
8 Madhya Pradesh 78
9 Maharashtra
10 Rajasthan
11 Chhattisgarh 9
12 Goa 2
TotaL 303
m North Zone
13 Haryana 34
14 Punjab 70
15 Uttarakhand 15
16 Uttar Pradesh 283
17 Himachal Pradesh 15
18 Jammu and Kashmir 20
19 Delhi 1
TotaL 438
v East Zone
20 Bihar 39
21 Jharkhand 8
Odisha 11
West Bengal 20
ToraL 78
v NE Zone
24 Assam 11
25 Tripura 6
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1 2 3
26 Manipur 5
27 Meghalaya 6
28 Nagaland 3
29 Arunachal Pradesh 6
30 Sikkim 4
31 Mizoram 6
TotaL 47
GranD TotaL 1087

Statement-11

State-wise distribution of Soil Health Cards to the Farmers

State/UTs Soil health cards issued
(Till March, 2012) (in lakhs)

1 2

South Zone

Andhra Pradesh 42.08
Karnataka 59.12

Kerala 18.63

Tamil Nadu 39.84
Puducherry 023

Andaman and Nicobar Island 0.03

S Zone ToraL 159.93

West Zone

Gujarat 4473

Madhya Pradesh 2093
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1 2
Maharashtra 27.18
Rajasthan 2477
Dadra and Nagar Haveli 0.05
Chhattisgarh 4.72
Goa 218
W Zone ToraL 124.56
North Zone

Haryana 15.17
Punjab 2529
Uttarakhand 229
Uttar Pradesh 11827
Himachal Pradesh 1046
Jammu and Kashmir 145
Delhi 0.07
N Zone TotaL 173.01
East Zone

Bihar 8.11
Jharkhand 1.66
Odisha 21.22
West Bengal 3.08
E Zone TotaL 34.07
North East Zone

Assam 5.72
Tripura 1.16
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1 2
Manipur 1.54
Meghalaya 0.84
Nagaland 0.37
Arunachal Pradesh 1.75
Sikkim 0.64
Mizoram 142
NE Zone ToraL 1344
GraAND ToTAL 505.01

Cold storage facilities

2027. DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANIA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether India is not only the second largest producer of fruits and
vegetables in the world, but also the leader in the production of mango, banana,

sapota, aonla, papaya, arecanut, okra and peas;

(b) the quantities of fruits and vegetables lost due to lack of cold storage

facilities;

(c) the share of the country in export/world trade of fruits and vegetables;

and
(d) the steps taken to improve the above scenario?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) As per FAO data for 2011-12. India is the second largest
producer of fruits and vegetables in the world, and the leading producer of mango,
banana, papaya, okra and areacanut. India is second in green pea production after
China. However, country-wise data on production of Sapota and aonla is not

available.

(b) As per the study conducted by All India Coordinated Research Project
on Post Harvest Technology (ICAR) entitled "Harvest and Post Harvest Losses of
Major Crops and Livestock Produce in India" (published in September, 2012), the



66  Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

harvest and post harvest losses in selected fruits and vegetables are in the range

of 5.8% to 18%, which includes losses due to lack of cold storage facilities.

(¢) As per United Nations Commodity Trade Statistics Database
(UNCOMTRADE) data for 2011, India had a share of 0.48% in world trade in
export of fruits and vegetables in the world in value terms while the share in

overall trade in fruits and vegetables was 0.40%.

(d) Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA), Ministry of Commerce is implementing various programme for promoting
export of fruits and vegetables. Under its various schemes, financial assistance is

provided to exporters as follows:

@@  Scheme for Market Promotion: for brand publicity through advertisement,

packaging, participation in international trade fairs etc.

@) Scheme for Infrastructure Development: for setting up sorting/grading
facilities, pack houses, effluent treatment plants, water softening plants,
intermediate storage sheds etc. During Eleventh Plan period APEDA has
provided assistance to State Government agencies for setting up of
integrated post harvest facilities such as Centres for Perishable Cargo

(CPCs), Integrated post harvest facilities etc.

@) Scheme for Quality Development: for purchase of laboratory testing
equipment, implementation of quality management systems like
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)/Hazard Analysis
Critical Control Point (HACCP)/British Retail Consortium (BRC)/ Total
Quality Management (TQM), reimbursement of testing charges for

analysis of water, soil, residues of pesticides etc.

(iv) Scheme for Research and Development: for getting export oriented need

based research conducted.

(v) Transport Assistance Scheme: to subsidize freight so as to make the

produce cost competitive in global market.
Suicide by farmers

172028. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@) whether incidents of suicide by farmers are taking place in the country

as agriculture is a non-beneficial profession;
(b) if so, Government's response thereto;

(¢c) whether it is also a fact that farmers have committed suicides in the

recent months of the current year too;
(d) if so, the facts thereof; and

(e) the details of steps decided to be taken by Government to make

agriculture a remunerative profession?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) Reasons of suicide by farmers, as reported by State
Governments and mentioned in various studies, are manifold which, inter-alia,
include indebtedness, crop failure, drought, socio-economic and personal reasons.
No State Government has so far reported any case of suicide by farmers due to

agrarian reasons during 2013.

() Government approved National Policy for Farmers (NPF) 2007, which lays
emphasis on making farming activity more viable and improving economic condition
of farmers on sustainable basis. NPF focuses on increased productivity, profitability,
institutional support, improvement of land, water and support services, appropriate
price policy, risk mitigation etc., for the benefit of farmers in the country. Various
programmes/schemes viz., Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, National Food Security
Mission, National Horticulture Mission, National Mission on Micro-Irrigation etc.,
are being implemented by Government in accordance with this policy with a view
to increasing investment, productivity, production and income in agriculture and
allied sectors. Government has decided to restructure the existing 51 schemes for
development of agriculture into 5 Missions, 5 Central Sector Schemes and 1 State
Plan Scheme for implementation during Twelfth Five Year Plan in order to have a

more focused approach and avoid overlap.
Schemes for development of agriculture and ancillary industries

12029. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that Government is funding and operating various
schemes at national level for expansion and development of agriculture and other

ancillary industries in the country;

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, the names of those schemes and when each of those schemes

was started; and

(c) the details of funds spent upon each of these schemes till March, 2012
through annual budget?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) Yes, Sir. Details showing names of major
schemes under the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation, year of
commencement and funds spent during Eleventh Plan upto March, 2012 in these

schemes is given in the Statement.
Statement

Major schemes under the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation

Sl. No. Name of the Scheme Year of Total during
commencement XI Plan
(2007-2012) up
to March, 2012

1 2 3 4

1 Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 200708 22405.76
2 National Food Security Mission 2007-08 4857.24
3 National Horticulture Mission 2005-06 4750.53
4 National Mission on Micro Irrigation 2005-06 3582.16
5 Integrated Oilseeds, Oil Palm, Pulses 2004-05 2519.5

and Maize Development (ISOPOM)

6 Technology Mission on Horticulture 2001-02 1831.99
for North East Region

7 Support to States Extension Programmes  2005-06 1201.61

for Extension Reforms
8 Macro Management of Agriculture 2000-01 4624.89

9 National Bamboo Mission 200607 424.16
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1 2 3 4
10 Technology Mission on Cotton 2000-01 207.58
11 Development and Strengthening of 2005-06 1826.13

infrastructure facilities for production

and distribution of quality seeds
12 Technology Mission on Jute 2006-07 26.79

13 National Horticulture Board 2000-01 682.33

Decline in productivity of foodgrains

2030. SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

(@) whether productivity of foodgrains has decreased during the last three

years;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the steps Government has taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) The productivity of foodgrains during the last three
years has increased from 1798 kg/hectare in 2009-10 to 2079 kg/hectare in 2011-12.

(¢) In order to increase production and productivity of foodgrains in the
country on sustainable basis, Government has been implementing several Crop
Development Scheme/Programmes such as National Food Security Mission (NFSM),
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), Macro Management of Agriculture (MMA),
Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM), etc. Under
these schemes, funds are provided to States for implementation of State specific
agricultural strategies including incentives to farmers for production/use of quality
seeds, Integrated Nutrient Management (INM), Integrated Pest Management (IPM),

farm mechanization.

Further, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is implementing
research programmes in different crop specific research institutes in the country.
These research institutes take up the basic and strategic research programmes
related to crop improvement, production and protection technologies which form a

base for applied research in foodgrains crops.
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Cooperation with Canada in agriculture sector

2031. SHRI NAND KUMAR SAl: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether a delegation of the Province of Manitoba, Canada has held a

meeting with the Union Minister in the recent past;

(b) if so, whether both the countries have proposed an enduring

collaboration in all spheres of agriculture:
(¢c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) the details of the status of MoU signed between the two countries in

2009 for co-operation in agriculture and allied sector;

(e) the details of Indian agricultural exports to Canada during 2011-12 and
2012-13 so far; and

(f) the details of agricultural items imported and exported from India during

the said period?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir. A delegation of the Province of Manitoba,
Canada led by Mr. Greg Sellinger, Premier had held a meeting with Shri Tariq
Anwar, Union Minister of State (Agriculture and Food Processing Industries) on
5th February, 2013 in New Delhi.

(b) and (c) During the meeting, issues for collaboration/cooperation which
inter-alia included agri-business, joint research activities, Post-Harvest and
Processing Technology and Food Safety, Drought Management, adaptation and
mitigation to climate change, development of appropriate variety of seeds, dry land

farming, water harvesting, macro irrigation etc. were discussed.

(d) So far two meetings of the JWG have been conducted under the MoU
signed with Canada in 2009 to cooperate in the areas of (i) knowledge Exchange
on emerging technologies; (ii) Agricultural Marketing; and (iii) Animal Development.
3rd meeting of JWG is scheduled to be held in April, 2013 in India.

(e) and (f) As per information provided by Directorate General of Commercial
Intelligence and Statistics under Department of Commerce, details of Indian
agricultural exports to Canada, agricultural items imported and exported from India

during 2011-12 and 2012-13 are given in the Statement-I, II and III respectively.
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Increase in production of wheat and rice

12032. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that production of wheat has increased ten times

during the last 50 years but rice production has increased only four times; and

(b) if so, the steps being taken by Government to enhance the production

of rice?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) During the last 50 years, i.e., 1962-63 to 2011-12, the
production of rice has gone up from 33.21 million tonnes to 105.31 million tonnes
i.e. about 3 times whereas production of wheat has increased from 10.78 million

tonnes to 94.88 million tonnes, i.e., around 9 times.

(b) To increase the production of rice in the country, the Government is
implementing various crop development schemes namely; National Food Security
Mission-Rice (NFSM-Rice) and Integrated Cereals Development Programme-Rice
(ICDP-Rice) under Macro Management of Agriculture (MMA), Bringing Green
Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana) etc.
Further, to increase the productivity of rice in the country, the Indian Council
Agricultural Research (ICAR) has also undertaken Research Programmes for high

yielding, pest resistant varieties etc.
Research to increase yield of pulses

2033. SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) the details of each of the project undertaken by ICAR to strengthen the
basic research in pulses for development of location-specific pulses in the country

in the last ten years, year-wise and the results of each project so undertaken;

(b) the result of other schemes/programmes being undertaken by Government

to increase the yield of pulses;

(¢) whether Government has studied the production pattern of France, USA,
UK where production of pulses is five times in France and UK and nearly three

times in USA; and

fOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(d) if so, details thereof and how Government is planning to replicate the

same in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has
undertaken several projects to strengthen basic and strategic research at Indian
Institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur and the details are given in the Statement-I
(See below). The information so developed is being utilized by four All India
Coordinated Research Projects (AICRPs) on Pulses to develop location specific

climate resilient crop varieties and production technologies.

(b) A total of 236 high yielding varieties of different pulse crops were
released during last 10 years ending 2012 and the details are given in the
Statement-II (See below). In order to popularize improved varieties and production
technologies, a large number of block demonstrations were conducted at farmers'
fields in major pulse growing states through various schemes like National Food
Security Mission (NFSM) and Accelerated Pulse Production Programme (A3P). As
a result of these measures taken by the Government, the total production of pulses
in India has increased from 13.13 million tonnes in 2004-05 to highest ever 18.24
million tonnes in 2010-11 and 17.21 million tonnes in 2011-12. The productivity has
also increased from 589 kg/ha in 2004-05 to 699 kg/ha in 2011-12.

(¢) The productivity of pulses in the country is less as compared to
France, USA and UK. However, per day productivity of pulses in India is higher
than world average and comparable to referred countries. The low productivity of
pulses cannot be attributed to the non-availability of improved technologies but
several factors such as short growing seasons, varied agro-climatic conditions,
diversity in diseases and pests, weather extremities, larger area under pulses in
rainfed and harsh environments etc., which accounted for non realization of
productivity potential of improved technologies. However, the pulses in referred
countries are largely grown in high input management conditions of long growing

period without any stress (moisture, temperature, diseases and pests).

(d) The average productivity of pulses in India is 699 kg/ha as compared to
the world productivity of 869 kg/ha and average productivity of 1777, 1914 and
2580 kg/ha, respectively in USA, Canada, and France. Efforts have been made for
developing production and protection technologies which can lead to increased
productivity of pulses. Besides, Government of India has started a programme on
climate resilient agriculture which is aimed at developing varieties and technologies

adjusting to weather extremities.
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Statement-1

Research projects on pulses being implemented by Indian

Institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur

Sl. No. Name of the project

1 2

1. Development of pod borer resistant transgenic chickpea and Pigeonpea

2. Functional Genomics in Chickpea

3. Construction of a linkage map and tagging of resistance to MYMV
and powdery mildew in urdbean (Vigna mungo (L.) Hepper)

4. Improving heat tolerance in chickpea for enhancing its productivity in
warm growing conditions and mitigating impact of climate change

5. Deployment of molecular markers in chickpea breeding for developing
superior cultivars with enhanced disease resistance

6. Pre-breeding and genetic enhancement in breaking yield barriers
in Kabuli Chickpea and Lentil through DAC-ICARDA-ICAR
collaborations

7. National Initiative on climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA)

8. Centre of Excellence for High Throughput Allele Determination for
Molecular Breeding

0. Evaluation and production of cytoplasmic genetic male sterility
(CGMS) based hybrids for enhancement of productivity and stability
of yield in pigeonpea

10. Selection and utilization of water logging tolerant cultivars in
pigeonpea

11. Enhancing yield and stability of pigeonpea through heterosis breeding.

12. Pigeonpea genomics initiative

13. To develop MYMV resistant transgenics legumes by incorporating

hairpin ribozyme gene targeted to viral rep mRNA
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1 2

14. Improving tropical legume productivity for marginal environments in
sub Saharan Africa and South Asia. (Tropical Legumes-I)

15. Tagging gene for resistance to wilt in lentil

16. Shuttle breeding for development and identification of high yielding
varieties of pulses for sustainable agriculture in South Asia

17. Understanding plant nematode interactions using RNAi

18. Mitigating abiotic stresses and enhancing resource-use efficiency in
pulses in rice fallows through innovative resource conservation
practices

19. Efficient management of water and nutrients for enhancing
productivity of pigeonpea through drip-fertigation

20. Outreach programme on "Phytophthora, Fusarium and Ralstonia
diseases of horticultural and field crops" — Fusarium wilt of
pigeonpea and chickpea

21. Outreach Pogramme on Diagnosis and management of leaf spot
diseases of field and horticultural crops - Cercospora leaf spot of
mungbean & urdbean.

22. Studies on the variability in Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. ciceri for
identification of race-specific donors for resistance to chickpea wilt
and its management

23. Development and validation of PCR based diagnoistic for major viral
diseases of some important pulses crops

24. Taxonomy, distribution and biology of entomopathogenic nematodes
infesting insect pests of pulses in Uttar Pradesh

25. Scale up production and development of cost effective formulation of
entomopathogenic nematodes (EPN) based bio-pesticides for the pod
borer of chickpea

26. Molecular characterization and sequences diversity of tospoviruses

associated with fabaceous and solanaceous crop
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Conversion of barren land into fertile land

12034. SHRI JUGUL KISHORE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(@) whether Government is taking any corrective steps to make barren land

fertile in Uttar Pradesh to make it cultivable;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the remedial efforts made by Government to promote bio-fertilizers in
Uttar Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) According to definition of land uses barren
land includes all land covered by mountains, deserts, etc. which cannot be brought
under cultivation except at an exorbitant cost and is classified as unculturable land
located in isolated blocks or within cultivable holding. In view of this, there is no
comprehensive scheme/programme for development of barren land into cultivable
land.

(¢c) Government is promoting bio-fertilizers in the country including Uttar
Pradesh through National Project on Organic Farming (NPOF). Under this scheme,
financial assistance upto 25% of the financial outlay with a ceiling of Rs. 40.00
lakh is being provided through National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD) as back ended subsidy for establishment of bio-fertilizers production
units under Capital Investment Subsidy Scheme (CISS) of National Project on

Organic Farming.
Demand for hike in MSP for wheat

2035. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for various varieties of

wheat announced by Government for the 2012-13 season;

(b) whether Government has received any demand from wheat growing
farmers of certain States especially Haryana, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh for adequate
hike in the MSP of wheat;

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(¢c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the steps taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The Minimum Support Price (MSP) of wheat for 2012-
13 season has been fixed at Rs.1350 per quintal. The MSP of wheat is not fixed
variety-wise.

(b) to (d) Representations were received from various states for higher MSP
of wheat. Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) in its Report on
Price Policy for Rabi Crops of 2012-13 Season has indicated that major wheat
growing States have demanded a higher MSP of wheat in the range of Rs. 1650/-
quintal to Rs.2200/- quintal.

Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) while formulating its
recommendation on price policy considers a number of import factors including the
views of the State Governments.

The Government fixes MSPs for major agricultural commodities including
wheat, inter-alia, taking into account the recommendations of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP), the view sof concerned State Governments
and Central Ministries/Departments.

The MSP of wheat fixed at Rs.1350/- per quintal provides adequate return
over the All India Weighted Average paid out cost of production including family
labour estimated by CACP at Rs.716/- per quintal.

The Government ensures MSP through procurement operations undertaken by
the Central, State and cooperative agencies in the states. However, farmers are free
to sell their produce in the open market if it offers a higher price.

Funds to NGOs working in agriculture sector

2036. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has provided any financial assistance to NGOs
working for agriculture sector in the country including Haryana;

(b) if so, the details of funds given to such NGOs during the last three
years, State-wise and NGO-wise, particularly Haryana;

(¢) whether the work done by such NGOs has been assessed by

Government from time to time;
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(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Normally, assistance to NGOs working in the field of
Agriculture is not provided directly by the Government of India. The States are
free to provide such assistance as permitted under some Schemes and Programmes.
However, Indian Council of Agricultural Research provides funds to NGOs for

running Krishi Vigyan Kendras.

(b) Assistance provided to the NGOs under different Schemes of the

Ministry of Agriculture includes the details given in the Statement (See below).
(¢) Yes, Sir.
(d) The details of assessment include the following:

(1) Funds released under the National Horticulture Mission (NHM)
Scheme to the Horticultural Research & Development Foundation
(NHRDF) is subject to annual audit as per the Extant Financial
Rules. Joint Inspection Teams comprising NHM, State Horticulture
Mission and other authorities undertake field visits periodically to

verify the status of work as per the approved action plan.

(i) The work done by the KVKs including those run by NGOs is
reviewed on a regular basis by holding Scientific Advisory

Committees, Review Workshops, Field Visits etc.
() Not applicable.
Statement

Assistance provided to the NGOs in different areas of Agriculture

1. Financial Assistance provided to NHRDF under NHM

Year Release (Rs. in lakh)
2009 - 10 819.05
2010 - 11 897.65
2011 - 12 971.80
2012 - 13 756.00

(as on 7th March, 2013)
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Gap between MSP and market price of agricultural produce

12037. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether there is a huge gap between the Minimum Support Price (MSP)
and the market price of agricultural produce but the farmers are not getting the

benefits of increasing prices;
(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and

(¢c) the steps taken during the last three years to provide remunerative

prices to farmers and to improve their living conditions?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) The price agricultural produce by and large, are
governed by the market forces of demand and supply which, among other reasons,
depends on prevailing weather conditions, role of middlemen, speculation on
impending shortage of food items due to drought situation and rising demand due

to increasing incomes, urbanization etc.

To ensure remunerative price to the farmers the Government fixes Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for major agricultural commodities, inter-alia, taking into
account the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP), the views of concerned State Governments and Central Ministries/
Departments. The MSPs fixed for major agricultural commodities during the last

three years is given in the Statement (See below).

The Government offers to procure the agricultural produce at MSP through
procurement by the designated Central, State and cooperative agencies in the
States if the market pries fall below that level. However, farmers are free to sell

their produce in the open market if it offers a higher price.

In addition, a model Act on agricultural marketing has been formulated and
circulated in 2003 for its adoption by States/UTs. The model Act provides for direct
marketing, contract farming and setting up of markets in private and cooperative
sector etc. It also provides for setting up of farmers/consumers markets, special

commodity markets etc.

To provide direct sale of produce by farmers to the consumers, different State
Governments have set up farmers market which facilities direct sales at remunerative

prices by the producer.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



Written Answers to [15 March, 2013] Unstarred Questions 93

Statement
Minimum Support Prices

(Rs. per quintal)

Commodity Variety 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Paddy Common 1000 1080 1250
Grade A 1030 1110 1280
Jowar Hybrid 880 980 1500
Maldandi 900 1000 1520
Bajra 880 980 1175
Maize 880 980 1175
Arhar (Tur) 3000 & 3200 & 3850
Moong 3170 & 3500 & 4400
Urad 2900 & 3300 & 4300
Cotton Medium Staple 2500 2800 3600
Long Staple 3000 3300 3900
Groundnut 2300 2700 3700
in shell
Soyabean Black 1400 1650 2200
Yellow 1440 1690 2240
Wheat 1120 $ 1285 1350
Gram 2100 2800 3000
Masur (Lenntil) 2250 2800 2900
Rapeseed/Mustard 1850 2500 3000

& Additional incentive of Rs. 500 per quintal payable in respect of kharif pulses sold to
procurement agencies during the harvest/arrival period of two months.

$ An additional incentive of Rs. 50 per quintal over the MSP was payable.

Loss of livestock and crops due to drought and heavy rains

12038. SHRI MOHAN SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(@) the amount of loss to agriculture resulted due to heavy rains and
hailstorm in certain areas of the country at the end of February;

(b) whether there has been a heavy loss of livestock and agriculture due to
severe drought in certain areas of Maharashtra; and

(c) the steps being taken by the Ministry to compensate this loss?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) As per available information, rabi crops in an estimated area

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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of 3.24 lakh hectare (ha) in Madhya Pradesh, 3.80 lakh ha in Rajasthan and 1.48
lakh ha in Andhra Pradesh are likely to have suffered damages due to heavy rains
and hailstorms during the month of February, 2013.

(b) and (c) In the wake of rainfall deficit conditions during South West
Monsoon (2012), an estimated 30.5 lakh hectare (ha) had suffered crop damage of
50% and above in 125 drought notified talukas of Maharashtra During Kharif -
2012. Based on the assessment of Inter-Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) and
recommendation of Inter-Ministerial Group (IMG), Government of India has approved
a central assistance of Rs.778.09 crore to Maharashtra from National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF) for mitigating the situation.

During Rabi-2012/13, Government of Maharashtra has reported that an
estimated 15.5 lakh ha to have suffered crop damages of 50% and above in 3905
drought notified villages. An Inter-Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) has visited the
State and assessed the situation

Shortage of agriculture universities and agriculture research institutions

2039. DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@) whether there is shortage of Agriculture Universities and Agriculture
Research Institutions in the country due to which research work in agriculture
sector is being adversely affected;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the steps taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c) Do not arise in view of (a) above.
Schemes for development of agriculture

2040. DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether over 51 schemes for development of agriculture are running
currently;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(¢c) whether Government proposes to restructure these schemes; and
(d) if so, the details thereof along with the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) Department of Agriculture and Cooperation is currently
implementing schemes. These schemes would be continued in the restructured form of
five missions, five central sector schemes and one state plan scheme in order to have

focused approach and to avoid overlap. Details are given in the Statement.
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100 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Decline in productivity of Bt. Cotton

2041. SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RALI:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether as per the recent data released by the Cotton Advisory Board
under Ministry of Textiles, there is a sharp decline in the productivity of Bt.

Cotton after 2006 and increase in its cost of production;
(b) if so, the details thereof;
(¢c) the reasons therefor and the reaction of Government thereto;

(d) whether Government is aware that genetically modified seeds have failed

in the country and have led to suicide by farmers;
(e) if so, the details thereof; and
(f) the response of Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c¢) No, Sir. The productivity of cotton in the
country has increased from 421 kg/hectare in 2006-07 to 488 kg/hectare in 2012-13
(2nd Advance Estimates). During the above period, cost of production of cotton
projected by the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) has
increased from Rs. 2124.54 per quintal to Rs. 2772.16 per quintal.

(d) to (f) No, Sir. As reported by State Governments and mentioned in
various studies, reasons of suicide by farmers are manifold which, inter-alia include

indebtedness, crop failure, drought, socio-economic and personal reasons.
Implementation of Grameen Bhandaran Yojana in Tamil Nadu

2042. SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(@) the number of godowns constructed under the Grameen Bhandaran

Yojana in Tamil Nadu;
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(b) how much is the local credit facility extended to framers in this financial

year, State-wise; and

(c) the steps Government has taken to enlighten the farmers about scientific

storage facility, credit facilities and effective marketing system?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) 1548 godowns have been sanctioned as on January,
2013 under Grameen Bhandaran Yojana in the State of Tamil Nadu. Credit linked subsidy
is provided under the scheme. Rs. 16303.8 lakhs of subsidy have been released in the
country under the scheme during current financial year till January, 2013. State-wise det