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RAJYA SABHA
Friday, the 15th March, 2013/24th Phalguna, 1934 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,

MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, I refer with profound sorrow...
...(Interruptions)... SI¥¢ a9 e, oNfegmd =1 2l

Hon. Members, I refer with profound sorrow to the passing away of Shri
Tindivanam G. Venkataraman and Shri C.O. Poulose, former Members of this House.

Shri Tindivanam G. Venkataraman passed away on the 21st of February, 2013,
at the age of 82 years.

Born in February, 1931 in South Arcot District of Tamil Nadu, Shri
Venkataraman was educated at the American Arcot Mission High School,

Tindivanam, Annamalai University, Chidambaram and Law College, Madras.

A lawyer by profession, Shri Venkataraman was President of the Tindivanam
Bar Association from 1981 to 1982. He was associated with various social welfare

activities for the downtrodden sections of society. He was also a sports lover.

Shri Venkataraman represented the State of Tamil Nadu in this House from
July, 1989 to July, 1995. He was also a Member of the Eleventh Lok Sabha and
served as Minister of Surface Transport from June, 1996 to March, 1998 and as
Minister of Urban Affairs and Employment from November to December, 1997 in the
Union Council of Ministers.

In the passing away of Shri Venkataraman, the country has lost an able

administrator and a distinguished parliamentarian.

Shir C.O. Poulose passed away on the 12th of March, 2013, at the age of 75

years.

Born in April, 1937 in Thrissur District of Kerala, Shri Poulose was educated

at RM.H.S. Peringanam and Government Training School, Kozhikode.

A social worker, Shri Poulose began his career as a teacher and gave up his
job to become a full time trade unionist. He served as President of the District
Cooperative Bank, Thrissur, from 1997 to 1998.
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Shri Poulose represented the State of Kerala in this House from April, 1998 to
April, 2003.

In the passing away of Shri Poulose, the country has lost a noted trade

unionist and an able parliamentarian.

We deeply mourn the passing away of Shri Tindivanam G. Venkataraman and
Shri C.O. Poulose.

I request Members to rise in their places and observe silence as a mark of

respect to the memory of the departed.
(Hon. Members then stood in silence for one minute)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Secretary-General will convey to the members of the

bereaved families our sense of profound sorrow and deep sympathy.

REFERENCE BY THE CHAIR
Terrorist attack on a paramilitary camp in Srinagar

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, it is with utmost grief and sorrow that I
refer to the killing of five paramilitary personnel in a deadly attack on a
paramilitary camp in Srinagar on the 13th March, 2013. Six CRPF officials and four

civilians were also injured.

This attack on the security personnel is deplorable and deserves to be

condemned in the strongest terms.

I am sure the whole House will join me in expressing our deepest
condolences to the bereaved families and pray for the early recovery of the
injured. This House strongly condemns the attack and reiterates its resolve that

such acts must be confronted with determination and firmness.

I request Members to rise in their places and observe silence as a mark of

respect to the memory of those who lost their lives in this incident.
(Hon. Members then stood in silence for one minute)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 261. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAd (Bihar): Sir, before this, the Leader of the

Opposition wants to say something. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Just a minute. ...(Interruptions)...

RE. DEMAND TO CONDEMN RESOLUTION OF PAKISTAN PARLIAMENT
WITH REGARD TO EXECUTION OF AFZAL GURU

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Sir, I am
extremely grateful to you for giving me this opportunity. Yesterday a very serious
development has taken place from India's national point of view that the Parliament
in Pakistan has passed a resolution condemning the execution of a person who
has been convicted for an attack on Indian Parliament. ...(Interruptions)... Besides
being interference in India's internal affairs, it is an official statement which comes
from the combined polity of Pakistan. So far we had wondered who was really in
control of the state, their army, their ISI, a civilian government or non-state actors.
But with yesterday's resolution, all these distinctions have been obliterated. It is an
official stamp of approval on one of the worst terrorist attacks that took place in
India. So far we have always alleged and there was evidence to suggest that for
an attack on Indian Parliament planning was done across the border but
yesterday's resolution seems to have confirmed our worst fears because the polity
of the country unanimously condones that action by actually condemning our
action in sentencing through a rule of law the person who was involved in this.
Sir, the beheading of our soldiers, the bomb blasts in Hyderabad, the attack on the
CRPF camp in Srinagar finally have culminated into this resolution. This now
clearly shows what the intention of Pakistan in this matter seems to be. The
Government will now seriously have to consider how to deal with Pakistan in this
situation. The hon. Prime Minister has in the past been very magnanimous to say
that he is willing to walk an extra mile. After a series of these provocations, we
would like to urge him that forget a mile, he should now forget walking even an
extra yard. Pakistan does not deserve this. As long as this resolution remains, the
question of a continued dialogue with Pakistan which is approving of showing
sympathy for terrorist attacks in India, I think, we should seriously forget
discussing any serious issue with them through a structured dialogue. Therefore,
Pakistan will now have to walk extra two miles rather than our Prime Minister
wanting to walk an extra mile. If we want to normalise relations, with these kinds of
resolutions, normalisation of relations will not be possible. Sir, this comes in the
backdrop of a serious situation which our country is facing, whether it is Male or
it is Rome or it is Islamabad, I think we seriously need to discuss our foreign

policy and where it is leading us, because if India can be kicked around in this
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manner internationally, then there is something seriously wrong in the manner in
which we are managing our external affairs. So, I would urge you to kindly fix a
date so that the hon. Prime Minister and the External Affairs Minister are here,
make a statement and this House gets an opportunity to discuss this issue at

length. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU (Karnataka): We should also pass a resolution
condemning it. ...(Interruptions)... They should take an initiative to pass a

resolution. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Venkaiahji, please. ...(Interruptions)...

2N TP AESHY (FERTS): QUG Sff, § W @l 399 g Al gl
SRRt i SfeT KA (QORTE): wufd Sf, § W Bl g WREE bRdl g
N o sRAR (TR yow): w9Efy S, § @I Bl 3Hd WRE dRal g

MR. CHAIRMAN: Venkaiahji, please. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Tiruchi Siva, do
you want to say something? ...(Interruptions)...

AT FCT § AT HAL T WET F GAT H OIS #A (3h e gE):
R, U e Een 7 S Roliges o™ fear g a1 fuew 9 99 W
Sl T e @ Bl Yo e A 39 W ESw W OfR @l 3 W PR
TR 2l 99 39 9d 9 9eAd © P 39 dRe B 9d Ul TS SRl

H FEl B AUl B QW GRE W 9 A b W §| UM ¥ SRiwel
T S fRar, B Sl be vRl H Rl eRd £ Sel gea ® . (Saum)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...
Mt TH JHA ¥ AU TH WA Aisgl L (EEH)..

st wumuf: e fame, Y wsvl SfEw, geend ot @ ww ge g,
(TTIH)... 3§ AT I8 ST ...(AEH)...

A IeiT ot g A ATl (@@, S fud T e gema sk e
Tl (aaE)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD (Bihar): Sir, would you like to walk an extra
mile or Pakistan will have to walk two miles? That is the issue raised by the

Leader of the Opposition.
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#t IolT gt AaT faug 7 Te 9 R e § fb fiew M W te =W
g WUl MY $9d fU SE Ced 9¥ NI, 89 ol JUR §

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. Siva. Please be as brief as you can.

RE. AGITATION BY STUDENTS IN TAMIL NADU

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, it is a very serious issue. The students,
who are dynamic in whatever they get involved, are in the streets for the past one
week. They are undergoing fast unto death and almost all the colleges across
Tamil Nadu are closed. Even then, the students are refusing to go back to their
residences. They are all in the streets. Their demand is that the Government of
India should itself move a resolution in the UNHRC. If it is not possible, it should
support the UN Resolution to condemn the war crimes of the President Rajapaksa
and to institute an impartial international inquiry into the human rights violations
that have happened in Sri Lanka and also to restore peace in Sri Lanka. Sir, State
of Tamil Nadu is burning. Sir, if even a smallest shake in the Northern part is
realised by the Government, this serious issue has also to be understood by the
Government. I want the Government to give a categorical reply which would
appease the students and make them soft. Otherwise, Sir, any event that may
happen in the future may be untoward and everything will be at stake. So, I
request the Government of India to give a categorical reply and the stand it is
going to take in Geneva to appease the students who are agitating in the streets

in Tamil Nadu.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Maitreyan, do you wish to say something?

DR. V. MAITREYAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the agitation which is going on now
by the student community in Tamil Nadu—as the March 22nd deadline nears, the
next week—is likely to intensify further. Already, there are disturbing information
that the UN Resolution is not enough. Efforts are on to dilute that Resolution and
even to indirectly praise Sri Lanka for whatever actions they have been taking. If
that is the case, I don't think the people of Tamil Nadu will accept any sort of
compromise on that. Sir, it is not only a question of blindly backing a UN
Resolution, but they should also see to it that the UN Resolution is strengthened
and augmented, so that the genocide is condemned and international investigation

takes place. I would like to remind only one thing, Sir. A similar agitation by the
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student community in the early 60's against the imposition of Hindi saw the

Congress being unseated from power.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please don't go into the political history of

...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: If this agitation is allowed to continue, it will uproot

the Congress from Tamil Nadu.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, he is on the same issue.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. What do you wish to say, Mr. Rangarajan?

SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the students' agitation in Tamil
Nadu started from Loyola College, then, it went to St. Joseph College, and now it
has spread to all over Tamil Nadu. My request to the Central Government is that
they should give some assurance to the student community, jointly with the State

Government. State Government is also there; nearer to the students.

Both, the Central and the State Governments, should call the students and
pacify them. India should take a positive stand and make Sri Lanka conduct a
genuine inquiry into the atrocities done in 2009. With this, I request that the

Government should do everything in consultation with the State Government.
...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. This was not a part of the arrangement.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING AND THE
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS
(SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA): Sir, we are equally concerned about the issue which has
been raised by the hon. Members, that is, with regard to the students' agitation.
The Government is looking into it. I will convey the feelings of the Members to
the hon. Minister of External Affairs, and if he wishes to make any statement in

the House, I will let you know.

RE. DENIAL OF PERMISSION TO MEET MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT IN JAIL

sit Jordy Rie uomufe @Ramom): wwfa S, g=Ee |l W), R W s
deren S R S oo RiE derer S, Ml € 39 Wed b 9ew Y® ol ARy
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M WHE DR S AR gR BRI & g AwA W kg §, olfbd ome I qMI
S W gl H 3 9d W OFE S [ Aidleng A SH6 Wiy @ fear swa
B T w1 fbal, 98 YRR B AH €

MR. CHAIRMAN: All right.

st TR e wemfn: W, SI6 A ST ARd offe uifeRrie @ @lg gEe
A e S g S fem off TE e Snover g

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay, All right. All right.

it YR Rig uomufer 9 39 9ed b WY B A Al 9 P, I\ Wl
STh frg €1 9 TN udl ¥ ey €1 g9 N S fiem & fow S @ ®

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, one person only. Please stick to ...(Interruptions)...

#t oAk fig yomufe USe & gl WeER yeRl g ded St W S
fiem & fag g 9 AfFT Sd § S afte W R T &R 9w ST faem
TE &

o WUy 379 MU 98 SMSU, SMUA Ul d1d dE o § ...(FEHF)...

it AR fiE gemfr W), § oMUM ¥E wEAl wEal §, a1 89 [AR¥ @
<X & U fegwM & ey €7

2t JUUfy: 319 oMU 98 SMSU, oMUl ¥ ' U ¥ ..(Fae)...

At IR RrE omfn R SRl B @ fied foar S § (@EEs).. dfde
TR Ol 9IS ¥, d” 9 Al WU b B AT ST T b, SADI SAd e ARl
e <1 @l L (caE)..

it wwmfer: o9 oMU SSA AT AER L (AIEM)...

Mt AR R gomufe § Y Rede oo 6 e 991 iR Iy 9w &b
e ol S99 fem fear oo

MR. CHAIRMAN: What do you wish to say, Mr. Gupta? What do you wish
to say? 1% T IS 9l . (FGHUM).. AU IASY b MU R HEd drEd B2

M W T @ ([ER): W, I§ AEel F ANGR F A Tl AR BIg
gaigel Refd &1 @i F oo e o ok S9e fav 9 o=} €, wfe
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TR Aded IE A8 ¥ 5 #E Rl 9 frem 98 <ml aw wga guege Refy
g R # GEal g 5 WeR 3@h arR H AUT bW WH |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
*261. [The questioner (Dr. Janardhan Waghmare) was absent]
Safety audit of railway stations

*261. DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(@ whether a Safety Audit Team of the Northern Railway has recently
conducted safety audit of the New Delhi Railway Station;

(b) if so, the details of the report submitted by the said Team;

(¢c) whether Government has since examined the recommendations of the

Team;

(d) if so, what further action Government proposes to take on its

recommendations;
() whether safety audit of other railway stations would also be conducted;
(® if so, the details thereof and by when; and
(g) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): (a) to (g)
A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (d) Ministry of Railways (Railway Board) have constituted 2 separate
Fire Safety Audit Teams A and B. The mandate of Team A is to identify areas
requiring further upgradation to match the latest fire safety norms to international
standards and Team B is to conduct checks at stations, coaching depots,
workshops etc., for assessment of compliance of RDSO and Board's instructions

regarding fire safety. In this direction, Fire Safety Audit Team B conducted an
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inspection at New Delhi Railway Station on 08.01.2013 and found some fire
extinguishers, CCTV Cameras and baggage scanners had some problems. On the
basis of interim observations, Delhi Division of the Railways has initiated corrective

action as required.

(e) to (g) Fire Safety Audit Team B also conducted inspections at Mumbai
Central Railway Station on 21.01.2013, at Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus station on
22.01.2013, at Udaipur Station of North Western Railway on 12.02.2013. Deficiencies

found at these stations are being attended to.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member is not present. Let the answer be given.

Any supplementaries? Yes, Mr. Khanna.

A SifaArer I AT W, SWH SN SR A W B, SWe AgER el iR
g, Sl BN AT WM g, 98l el <M+ fafde fear ok Rk Swghcw
A PO e U8 TS| S bEl g TS, ST AW g9 4 3 € ST U T
STOERIES PR oA €, ST OuS TS A o Wi e € S uis T

W, RIS Afdn & forg dF & a1 s®ide 9 €1 § AFq #4 St 9
Fel AR B 5 g B dis fURSSHa SWRE BM @Ryl e faw
Fs T FREd #=T H AR B GG, dfe I8 TdT a9 Gh B A SgHSH
HRME B T T R s fReRE @ @M ' @l 2

fea Refea 1

st QUi 3BT Hara w1 g

§t sfdrer @@= W, § I8 geW ar’d g Yad ReERd & fag 3
S ogHide gicd € A OOR GRM XA W, dod Y8, 39d 7 IWAR T
U N B T W UG AU THRNE B Pls NRIS 9¥ R Smar ® oA T8

M UeT PAR §Oe H8lQd, Uscl oI H ¥ beAl @R B Jdqd T HRIRS
b1 F fag A S 1 I g @, a7 e o1 Mifded VRE o 59 9
@ ghEd o= & forg & oM ff 9 FE B dIaE! T8 | SN, GReT
& WAl B el el B MR ged W SAPT W WM @ SN qh| T B
Jed 9@ < @ T8 facell Y@9 WM, YWy $ & Vold WA IR FSIR  Veld
WM W g, 98l S PO WAl "egd @il ST WiEl R 9gd TEIRAT $
e R fear sk Sue fou feemd € g1 el wRR UwRiféRaeR @ 9
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B Mg, Sl AfbforT #g wgF =Ry of, S el ggl W el or fb 9
FH qE W T 9, AT 3@ Afsfert, S wew 9§ # B =Ry ofY, 9w W
ge A w9¢ fou fRerd & @ M8 € SR S% A dRal R W Tl AW &
fog g8 fRema Wt 82 T @ ME ¥ fo Affm ¥ WY ugdl Sl @l faRn
ST, O A B fF usd @ AW B B R W s ) o oe ek S
P R W R W AWl Uger SS9 w@rel fha 9w iR fiR W RR W R
& IR S fHRT SIY e Sferar, MU S garr f gy W iR 9
STH SWRA B ARy, FREwr g owifRy, a1 swe fog W féerd €1 # fawm
& U g9 9@ @ g @R XE1 g fb M g8 el UeM Wl & W SR
W& B AT Bl D

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, safety and comfort of the
passengers should be the first priority for the Railway Minister and the Ministry of
Railways. To look into safety issues, Indian Railways had constituted a Committee
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Kakodkar. This Committee had recommended that
the Indian Railways need more than one lakh crore rupees to implement safety
measures. By imposing high tariff on the passengers, it is not possible to get this
kind of money. Therefore, internal resource mobilization is also required by the
Railway Ministry. Also, budgetary support from the Government of India should be

increased.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Your question does not relate to this at all.
SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, this is relevant.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Why do you make a speech before asking a question?

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, I would like to know, in the light
of the recommendations made for safety reasons, how does the Ministry of

Railways propose to mobilize resources internally?

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, the Kakodkar Committee had made as
many as 106 recommendations, the implementation of which entails an expenditure
of Rs.1,00,000 crore. The entire House would agree with me that it is an extremely
difficult task. If T were to talk about the financial implications of the
recommendations made, this Rs.1,00,000 crore would mean Rs.20,000 crore a year.
Further, the Committee had suggested something else. Now, the House has to take

a decision, and I would be extremely happy and grateful to the House if the
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House agrees with that recommendation of the Committee, which talks about a non-
lapsable fund generated through a Safety Cess on passengers of different classes,
in a graded manner, to raise funds to the tune of Rs.5,000 crore per annum. Now,
is the House willing to sanction that? The small amount which I had raised in the
form of forces has been objected to by different quarters. I know, you had lent
your open support to that. Further, it says that the payment of dividends should
be stopped. Then, a road cess of Rs. 1,000 per crore would not be enough and,
therefore, we must have another Rs.4000 crores per annum for this. This is an
uphill task. But we are at it. We are certainly determined that as many
recommendations as possible would be implemented. Sir, there is another
recommendation which I may, incidentally, like to point out in this case. The
Kakodkar Committee has also suggested that no new train should be introduced
without adequate capacity for operation and maintenance. Now, you can very well
understand what my plight is when there is a demand for introduction of more
trains and when we are not able to take full care of the maintenance facilities and
make provisions for all that is required on the trains. Nevertheless, Sir, the
Railways are determined and we shall continue to do our best as far as this
provision of safety is concerned as also comfort. Now, comfort is not really related
to the main question today, but that is also important for us. As far as the
questions of security and safety are concerned, we have been taking measures and

we will continue to take measures.

DR. YOGENDRA P. TRIVEDI: Sir, in the city of Mumbai, which is so densely
populated, the suburban trains run for about 30-40 kilometres along crowded lanes.
There is no proper fencing done. Two or three casualties every day is not even
considered as a news item worth reading. My question is, why don't you have
proper fencing all the way, when a train passes through crowded places? Secondly,
people cross the tracks, especially children returning from schools who are tempted
to rush to their homes across the tracks. At such times, the minimum that can be
done is to have adequate Police presence there. The Police could stop people from

crossing the railway tracks.

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, the provision of fencing on the sides
of the tracks is not the minimum, but the desired thing. If I were to have a
holistic approach to the matter, we have 64,000 route kilometers, and it is well-nigh

impossible to fence the tracks on both the sides, which means the double of that.
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Now, we have begun this exercise on the Agra side. The Railways traverse the
length and breadth of the country passing through very thickly populated areas
where there is persistent demand to open more level crossings, whereas the
Kakodkar Committee has suggested that no more level crossings should be
permitted. So, we are in that predicament. On one hand, there is a demand for more
level crossings and, on the other hand, we have to take care of the safety
measures. It was in that regard that I had suggested in my Budget Speech that we
must really be able to get more from the Central Road Cess for the purposes of

constructing the road over bridges.
Central Board of Fisheries

*262. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:
(a) the aims and objectives of the Central Board of Fisheries (CBF);
(b) when the CBF was constituted;

(¢c) the efforts CBF has made, since its constitution, for the welfare and

well being of fishermen in the country;
(d) whether it was disbanded in between;
(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(® in the light of (d) above, how Government is looking after the welfare of

fishermen in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (f) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (f) The Central Board of Fisheries (CBF) was established in 1958-59
under the chairmanship of Union Agriculture Minister in order to coordinate and
integrate the activities in the field of fisheries development and research in the
country. The CBF discussed national problems on fisheries development and
recommended measures for optimum growth of the sector and conservation of
fishery resources etc. from time to time. Government of India launched the National

Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) in 2006 as a Special Purpose Vehicle with the
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objective of giving focused attention to activities relating to fisheries and
aquaculture, to achieve sustainable management and conservation of aquatic
resources, generate employment and to enhance production and productivity of fish
through its programmes and schemes. Besides development oriented activities,
NFDB also focuses on Human Resource development of the fishers. Since the
Governing Body of NFDB under the chairmanship of Union Agriculture Minister
has all State Ministers in charge of Fisheries as members, it has effectively
replaced the CBE

Government is implementing various central sector and centrally sponsored
schemes for development of fisheries and welfare of fishermen, such as (i)
Development of Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture; (ii) Development of Marine
Fisheries, Infrastructure and Post Harvest Operations; (iii) Strengthening of
Database and Geographical Information Systems of Fisheries Sector; (iv) National
Scheme for Welfare of Fishermen and (v) NFDB etc. States can also avail funding
under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) for taking up various initiatives for

development of fisheries.

SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T: Sir, I would like to know from the hon. Minister
what are the aims and objectives of the Fishermen Welfare Fund. How much
amount is there in the Fund? What welfare measures are undertaken by the

Government from this Fund, particularly for the fishermen of Andhra Pradesh?

SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Sir, through a Centrally-sponsored scheme, that is,
National Scheme for Welfare of Fishermen, the Government is providing the
following support to fishermen: (a) Group Accident Insurance for Active Fisherman
providing an insurance cover of Rs.l lakh and Rs.50,000 against death or
permanent total disability and for partial disability respectively; (b) Fishermen
Housing: a sum of Rs.50,000 is provided for the construction of houses for eligible
fishermen, drinking and community hall facilities are also provided in cluster
housing; (c) Saving-cum Relief: a sum of Rs.1800 in three instalments of Rs.600
each is provided to fishermen belonging to below poverty line during the lean
fishing period and (d) Training and Extension, this is for building the capacity of
fishermen and fish farmers so that they can obtain better returns from their
vocation. Sir, NFDB supplements these efforts further through training of fishermen
and they have so far provided training to nearly 70,000 fishermen. The Government
is also framing programmes for alternative livelihood for fishermen to supplement

their income and protect their livelihood.
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SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Sir, there is a demand not only from Andhra
Pradesh but also from various parts of the country that reconstitution of National
Fishermen Welfare Board is required. In so far as looking after the fishermen of

the country is concerned, what action has the Ministry taken so far?

SHRI TARIQ ANWAR: Mr. Chairman, Sir, since the Central Board of Fisheries
did not have any scheme or programme and was performing only an advisory role,
the Government of India decided to replace the CBF with NFDB. The NFDB is a
Special Purpose Vehicle having its own organization, staff and budget. It is also
implementing a number of schemes for development of fisheries and aqua-culture.
Therefore, it has emerged as a more effective body. All the States are represented
in the Governing body of NFDB through Ministers, related Central Ministers,

Departments and representatives of the Association of Fishermen and Aqua-culture.

SI AR AR WAEL NG qeled, § WA qeley W A8 dedl d@edl § fb
1958 ¥ AW AP Ud oEuM I RN W, SEfh nfl Wl AgelN T &
HR W | W AEey, ol MU U Sad # dEl fF I WERFM AGRIRI
qGARI H1 Pl URAER T g1 PR 3T WAREE HAgARI & UM € dr Mg
ITh AW FAN B PU N AR IT N qa f5 99 I H N a2

MU i S drell A P! 8, IUb AR H gHDI Ig bedl © (b BAR
ferR # i #wgemr £ S9¢ fov onft 9@ ¥ K% Srel W ogem ® dfed
Ih fIQ o &1 FqE &1 sHS a9 @I R ulhar € SR onfl I fee
A T b 8, 39 ey H W AU g SFHRI < Bl pUl B |

Mt TRF IR RRAT W, T&l dP AGRI & U FABRI HaH Io™
P 9T T, A WAR B AR W U U TR W BT Ve B ..(FGEF)..
@ AR W, S WgeR §, STal oi¥e ik wrivie Refa # wvmar gfg @
I T AP IS TH A A AR S ol g b fUsdr u@ w@ren # arh
113 UEadlE ASET H O WA 88 ¥ PR S9el wfeReaw @ <@ 9, a1 I8
gar dadl & & the total fish production in 2011-12 was 8.67 million tonnes, S

f& o SR Urea@M 21 The share of inland fishery in total fish production is
64 per cent. The total fish production has increased by eleven times since Inde-
pendence. The exports have increased from 6,12,000 tonnes in 2006-07 to 8,62,000

tonnes.
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S1. I AR WE: "geR, Sl P yEEd & IR W E, I aR |
ALY ..(TTEH)...

#t Wiy Ug MU gAYl . (aET)...

#t MNP SFaR: AR & Tl U8l ¥ d8Rk &l T ol WfteRig S
H I8 99 qarlt ff {5 WReR AR fPeRly Saawdic 98 ddfeud avem Wl @}
RE Bl S WgHR &, APl o & S @ g, Al 9 Ul SMedl geX &l
J WM g@ 9h| ().

S AT AR AEAL W, AR U BT SAE T8l o I8l §l ().
g fER & 8M W W fER @ 99 & 91 B €| ..(auH)...

st |uf: oMY 98 W8Tl oMY U AP dd g Siog| . (EE)..
it aR® sMax: W U enft ferR & wi TE €1 ().
MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sahani, you cannot do this. ...(Interruptions)...

M ARG e W, W U fBR $ R ol dise el g1 # AFE
e Bl dg falad wu # A9 g, dlid S g a1d bl QO BRI 8 S|

Nt Tumfe: e B sh wem g wewl

31 e AR WIEHt WRIGW, W U P WG Tl S Tl .(TEE).. &
U A H AgeRT @ dIE UMY ¥ . (EEm)...

i RSP A STH AR ¥ R S9dl SHen! ff Suel © <F WU |
(TR,

ft wos R wewr @R, § oue A 9§ A W S W A8 S dredn
g5 ®1 oo SRs s R 9 d owem wed &g P A 1N W
ffaR &, d@ifd a8l | 8 & TART Bl BT S [h?

st aIR® AR WX, &9 fegpal 39 W AR & WHR 8 a8 $Had
I, R @Fl & TaRE ¥6 96| 9wl ARy, IR AR Giidea @l
TP HE@yl o ¥, sOfly B WM @ R WM 39 Id W ¥ f Rk &
SIRT Wt A B sz e iR SN SEdT SidH-amae B A

SHRI M. P. ACHUTHAN: Thank you, Sir. The Government had appointed Dr.

Murari Committee to enquire and suggest measures to safeguard the interests of
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the fishermen and their welfare. The Government had also accepted its
recommendations. One of the main recommendations was to stop giving licence to
big vessels for deep sea fishing in the Exclusive Economic Zone of our country.
But, unfortunately, the Government is now giving licence, renewing licence and
permitting the Indian and foreign vessels to venture in deep sea in the Exclusive
Economic Zone of our country. The fishermen are not able to catch fish. So, if
the Government is genuinely interested in safeguarding the interests of the
fishermen of this country, they have to ban deep sea fishing in the Exclusive

Economic Zone of our country.

M ARG IR W, & Yol T W AT §HR AN W q wqdred
far &1 # sa & dgm fb S S gee A § S9 W 'H an fdEaR R
Thd & AR SUb 95 gEHE e Bl sHB WHBRI ¢ < Set |

*263. [The questioner (Shri Ram Jethmalani) was absent].
& PleT B IAEA-TX
*263. #ft I SGHAM! ¢ R BN HA IE g9 B FU P

@ w1 IT 99 g f& A ded & SAed &% a9 200708 ¥ a9 2012-
13 & §g AR HH 8 & ®

@) I B, N s ey H d¥ R T

@M d¥ 2007-08 3R TY¥ 2012-13 § . dfed @ U TRIR SAGH-GY
fpai-fpa o oir

@ @ 3§ A 99 T & A dlcd & SART H BN N F AR
SHS IAed dnd H W ghg B W w2

PN AAET F AT FA (ST WU I HAE=): () I (U) fqRO W Ued W
g feor ¥

faqvor

@ ¥ @ 9 FUN P IART K (IGER) G Sfidbel B EIEE S
T H TS @ A T FAM, ST H P BUE &F B 90 HRmRE W A¥w
& 39 <) BUN P AT T IAT < H HU P IR UgaR b1 fAaRer 39
TR &
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g Ieary  (fPanRRIR)
2007-08 467
2008-09 403
2009-10 403
2010-11 499
2011-12 491
2012-13* 488

* R M A |

g @ T 7 5w H duw @ UgraR 2007-08 # 467 feum ufd
TRI W FePR 201213 ¥ (G AW SgHM) 488 fHIL WR FHRW B TR B
HUNT B IATGT AN 2007-08 H 211053 $UF Ufa fRea | dgaw 2012-13 H
277216 U¥ ufa fdged & W T

Production rate of Bt. Cotton

7#263. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the production rate of Bt. Cotton is constantly
decreasing since 2007-08 to 2012-13;

(b) if so, the facts in this regard;

(c) the details of production rate of Bt. Cotton per hectare in 2007-08 and
2012-13; and

(d) whether it is also a fact that along with the decline in yield, its

production cost has also increased?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) to (d) A statement is laid on the Table of the

House.
Statement

(a) to (d) The data on production rate (yield) of Bt. Cotton is not maintained
separately. However, more than 90% of total cotton area in the country is now

under Bt. Cotton and year-wise yield of cotton in the country is as under:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Year Yield (Kg/Hectare)
2007-08 467
2008-09 403
2009-10 403
2010-11 49
2011-12 491
2012-13* 488

*2nd Advance Estimates.

It may be observed that the yield of cotton in the country has increased
from 467 Kg/hectare in 2007-08 to 488 kg/hectare in 2012-13 (2nd advance estimates).
The cost of production of cotton has increased from Rs. 2110.53 per quintal in
2007-08 to Rs. 2772.16 per quintal in 2012-13.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question 263. Questioner is not present. Let the answer be

given.

st Rram< fart: g=ae wvufy 78T § A9 w3 ST 9 Seer drEdn
g f& SeM oM SaW # @El © fF US@R 200708 # o467 fhamm Wl g
A FEdR 2012-13 H 488 fbolwmd ufd geAw B M| Gl R® gABl PEAl ®
f5 ST @FT 2007-08 # 211053 BUY W dgdH? 2012-13 H 277216 BUY U
fiaca &1 7€ 21 @ § @A #3 St ¥ S wedr g fe 200708 # fewri
A S dfed d@r, @ SHB! fhad Uy ufd fdead @ W@ fyem &R 2012413 H
S U fdged feat dma fiel? A9 w5 of, ORT S9el W @R, dif IF
Ud Gd 9 fb S ARG 9@l ®, S §Yed @l BRe F¢ ©§, SEdH! SAD Il
od frd @ o7 a1 @R

ST WXUT SN HE=T: AFEY 9EO #eRd, U 9 S 9FeR & 8 S e
Y R v & T ¥ S H u 4 § TEd Ugdl H oUW ONRY aRA
aredl g fé @1 dlcd & Wew H e Re difers gim dic d fqEREE g
39 oRRfd & w7 I8f faR &1 a1 989 HIA1 Stad BN, I8 H U™
Mdes &A1 =ear g1 ...(aE)...

St QUi MY 95 WY, ...(FGEM)...
A gENIE WIS WU I8 A Sae d fear T gl (SaeE)...
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sft wvmufe: QU 98 ISY, UG Watdl de H oo @ ¥, Il A&l ¥
.(FaEF)... 95 SVl It is not your turn. Yes, Mr. Roy. ...(Interruptions)...

At gEERE WIS ®UEE AT A S Sl gden I8 2 L (JaE)..

St {ERE ST T WA gl SR S ARl S| Al . (@EEm). .
At g WSS ®UET AR R’ A A W d91 §, W .. (FTEE)...
ot WU SR 3MUd! A W By dfodls © al g faRed # AfRwl

N gHUT WSS /U TR, 89 U9 WREU @ed g AMGg #AT Sh
IqT T ¥ P I AW P H ¥l P H AT Pl Al el gl MR, A
M fem ¥ (R

ft Rram< e R 79 @I § & @1 A9 9 ST 9 ¥8T A hY
e . (aEm)...

2 THUTT WSS BT 3TR Hic § Al & o I8 SaE 3 e
..(TFE)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Do you wish to amplify?

SI. WO SN W=k AR, H1 A8 Mded fear & f& S faurfly SHeRl gHR
UM g, 98 A $9Bl < & 2l 9@ @1 dled SuE. Wid b aR § gum
HE H tp Re afye fqarea 81 afe omu =ed € f& Sue dEse @t I8
g8d 8, Al 89 H $ U WR FI

sft Bram< et &9 I 99 9Ed € 6 . (caum)...
st wumfer v fA\e, e fHel L (cam)..

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, the question was what price they got ...(In-

terruptions)...

it qumfer Ske, @@ e . (@9um)..

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: What price they got compared to the input. ...(In-

terruptions)... This is the question. ...(Interruptions)...

At wdgd agdat qIfa HERd, AN Wew A ddd I8 Sl 4l ®
2008 # fHami @ ®1 dmd Fa @ oot iR 2013 § ®T wwd A &R
SART BIC H Tad I 9§ g9y T8l gl
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M, S PIC H GeM ddd WE B W el gl S99 fHAE @ am
BN ® A M, 98 IS Al AE e g

1. WU S HEwT: AT 9HUfd #RIRd, HY 9MeR! o W §BR el fhar
gl # A wgdel St @l gar @edl g fb ad 2006-2007 H AR H el
& fog S wAgad feiRa @t i off, gg 1770 Buw oft &R a¥ 2012-2013 H
3600 ¥UT %

N qad gl ARl T8 gl ofl, aoiR A fewE Bl Mo ar Wi @
R H gel ol

1. INUT SN HE=T (AfPad ®0 9 9oR ¥ S 99 ) e @ o7l 9o
¥ 99 ¥ Bl HAT el ot
St wwrafr U Siae 9 < IRTTI Let it be treated as an assurance.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the issue is multinationals
are exploiting the Indian farmers. Keeping that in mind, please postpone it to Mon-
day. Let him reply to it on Monday. It is a very larger issue. We have no diffi-

culty. We should not have any objection.
ft W oMU A B IR AW T wad 2
ST WO I e AR, § onfl ol Sae § |epar g
At i AR
N T IHA AU feAE B H WY, I8 Sl I el g
it wwmfe: dbar SN, Ue e, wuren of, Wi L (caem)..

AN YR WSS WUET: 3MUH] a1 oFIaT? 3R, IR B [HAF
A R SIS (A, MU ST L (au)... g 9fey ().

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO STARRED QUESTIONS
Telecommunication services in villages

1#264. DR. RAM PRAKASH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



Written Answers to [15 March, 2013] Starred Questions 21

(a) the number of villages with a population of more than 5000 where BSNL

has provided telecommunication services, State-wise;

(b) the number of such villages yet to be provided with these services,
State-wise; and

(¢c) the number of villages where 3G service is available?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) and (b) Telecom Circle wise details of
number of villages with a population of more than 5000 where BSNL has provided
telecommunication services and where these services are yet to be provided are
given in the Statement (See below).

(¢) BSNL has started 3G services only in cities/towns. As on 31.12.2012, 3G
Services have been launched by BSNL in 1200 cities/towns. However, some of the
villages may be getting 3G incidental coverage from some nearby city/town Base
Transceiver Station (BTS).

Statement

No. of villages where services of BSNL are provided
and yet to be provided

Sl. No. Telecom Circle No. of villages No. of villages
(population > 5000) (population > 5000)
where BSNL has provided where telecommunication
telecommunication services of BSNL
services) are yet to be
provided
Village Mobile Village Mobile
Public Services Public Services
Telehone Telephone
(VPT) (VPT)
facilities
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 Andaman and Nicobar 2 2 0 0
Islands
2 Andhra Pradesh 2286 2286 0 0

3 Assam 173 204 31 0
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1 2 3 4 5 6
4 Bihar 2941 2294 0 642
5 Jharkhand 364 322 0 492
6 Gujarat 975 975 0 0
7 Haryana 602 602 0 0
8 Himachal Pradesh 9 9 0 0
9 Jammu and Kashmir 143 134 1 13
10 Karnataka 835 835 0 0
11 Kerala 1280 1280 0 0
12 Madhya Pradesh 381 354 0 28
13 Chhattisgarh 0 86 0 0
14 Maharashtra 1317 1272 0 24

(including Goa)
15 North East-I

(Meghalaya, 132 132 8 8

Mizoram, Tripura)
16 North East-1I

(Arunachal Pradesh, 123 123 24 24

Nagaland, Manipur)
17 Odisha 182 159 0 26
18 Punjab 305 308 0 0
19 Rajasthan 761 748 0 13
20 Tamil Nadu 1444 1368 0 0
21 Chennai 76 76 0 0
2 Uttar Pradesh (East) 1545 1545 0 0
23 Uttar Pradesh (West) 1017 743 0 274
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1 2 3 4 5 6
24 Uttarakhand 80 80 2 2
25 West Bengal 1870 1503 20 387

(including Sikkim)

26 Kolkata 4 44 0 0

ToraL 18977 17484 86 1483

Note: BSNL maintains Telecom Circle wise information.
Central-State Farm in Madhya Pradesh

*265.DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has set up a Central-State Farm in each district of
Madhya Pradesh;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether a large area of land acquired for the purpose in Madhya

Pradesh is lying unutilised;
(d) if so, the reasons therefor, district-wise; and
(e) the steps taken by Government for proper utilisation of the said land?
THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) No, Sir.
(b) to (e) Do not arise.
Price rise of onion

*266.DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that there is a huge gap between the wholesale

price and the retail price of onion;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that common man is suffering due to high retail

price of onion;
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(d) if so, whether Government has taken any steps to bring down the
prices of onion; and
(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (e) The
gap between retail and wholesale prices of onion for the period April, 2012 to

February, 2013 for four Metros is shown below.

Difference between Wholesale and Retail Prices of Onion from April, 2012 to
February, 2013

(Rs./Kg)

Month Bangalore Mumbai Delhi Chennai

WP RP Diff WP RP Diff WP RP Diff WP RP Diff.

April, 12 7 10 3 5 10 5 7 12 5 6 10 4
May, 12 7 13 6 6 10 4 7 12 5 7 11 4
June,12 8 13 5 6 10 4 8 15 7 9 12 3
July, 12 9 14 5 7 2 5 8 15 7 11 14 3
August, 12 10 13 3 8 2 4 8 16 8§ 10 14 4
Sept.,12 9 13 4 7 2 5 8 16 8§ 12 16 4
October, 12 16 19 3 9 16 7 1 17 6 15 20 5
Nov., 12 17 24 7 13 8 5 15 5 2 R 6

2 2 R 6

20

Dec., 12 17 2 5 14 18 4 11 20 9 18 A4 6
Jan., 13 18 24 6 14 18 4 18 30
25

Feb.,13 15 20 5 15 2 7 11 4 20 2 6

Note: WP = Wholesale Price, RP = Retail Price.

The gap between wholesale and retail prices depends on the local demand-
supply conditions and market imperfections including distance from production
centres. Since onion is an important ingredient of the food basket of the common

man, its price rise impacts adversely on household budgets.
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Onion is a highly perishable commodity and is difficult to be stored over long
periods. Therefore, onion prices tend to increase in the lean season before arrival
of the next crop. Government has, through National Research Centre (NRC) on
Onion and Garlic and National Horticulture Research Development Foundation
(NHRDF), undertaken research on development of new varieties with longer shelf
life, modern storage structures to reduce losses, etc., which would help stabilize
prices of onion. Assistance is also provided by Government for creation of

infrastructure for storage and marketing of fruits and vegetables, including onion.
Assistance to farmers in drought-hit Andhra Pradesh

*267. SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Andhra Pradesh has declared 230 Mandals as
drought-hit recently;

(b) if so, the details thereof, district-wise;

(c) the manner in which the Ministry is helping farmers in the above
Mandals under its various schemes, such as, Diesel Subsidy Scheme, Enhancement

for Subsidy on Seeds, etc.;

(d) whether any additional wage employment is proposed under MGNREGA;

and
(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (e)
Government of Andhra Pradesh vide its notification dated 9th January, 2013 has
declared 234 mandals in 9 districts of the State as drought affected during Kharif,

2012. District-wise details are given in the Statement (See below).

State Government is empowered to initiate appropriate relief measures in the
wake of loss/damage to crops due to natural calamities from funds readily available
under State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). Additional financial assistance, over
and above SDREF, can be provided from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF),
upon receipt of detailed memorandum from the State Government following which
Inter Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) is deputed for assessing the situation and

recommending central assistance as per established procedure and extant norms.



26 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Starred Questions

In view of rainfall deficit in some parts of the country during Kharif-2012,
Govt. of India introduced several schemes such as (i) diesel subsidy scheme (for
providing protective irrigation in rainfall deficient areas), (ii) enhancement of ceiling
on seed subsidies (to partially recompense farmers for re-sowing/purchasing drought
tolerant varieties of seeds), (iii) up-scaling the central sector scheme on feed and
fodder, (iv) waiver of import duty on oil cakes, (v) additional allocation under
Accelerated Fodder Development Programme (AFDP), (vi) providing assistance for
feed and fodder supplements under National Mission for Protein Supplements
(NMPS), (vii) introducing drought impact mitigating interventions for perennial
horticulture crops and (viii) reducing interest on rescheduled crop loans to mitigate

drought conditions.

Besides, interim assistance under calamity component of National Rural
Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP) and fast tracking release of installments under
NRDWP and Integrated Watershed Management Programme etc. were also

announced by Central Government as drought relief measures.

Central Government has also approved additional wage employment upto 50
days per household beyond 100 days under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) in drought notified areas.

Government of India has so far approved 91.53 lakh additional man days
under MGNREGS, over and above the approved labour budget, in drought affected
mandals in Andhra Pradesh. Details of additional employment, district-wise, as

reported by Government of Andhra Pradesh are given in the Statement-II.
Statement-1

No. of Mandals declared as drought affected

S1. No. District No. of Mandals declared as Drought affected
1 2 3
1 Anantapur 63
2 YSR Kadapa 43
3 Kurnool 36
4 Prakasam 35

5 Chittoor 28




Written Answers to [15 March, 2013] Starred Questions 27
1 2 3
6 Nalgonda 11
7 SPS Nellore 9
8 Mahabubnagar 5
9 Guntur 4
ToraL 234

(Source: Government of Andhra Pradesh).

Statement-11

District-wise Additional Employment over and above 100 days upto 150 days

Sl. No. District Name Households Person-days Expenditure

(In crores)
1 Anantapur 50541 1298413 1591
2 Chittoor 16532 469974 5.70
3 Guntur 928 33787 046
4 Kadapa 15521 361247 397
5 Kurnool 23290 642331 6.77
6 Mahabubnagar 2358 69968 0.71
7 Nalgonda 11327 321794 323
8 Prakasam 21848 544725 507
9 S.P.S Nellore 2626 44643 049
TotaL 1,44971 37.86,882 4231

(Source: Government of Andhra Pradesh).

Decline in the production of cotton

7#268. SHRI THAAWAR CHAND GEHLOT: Will the Minister of

AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(a) the details of cotton produced in the country during the last three

years, year-wise;
(b) whether production of cotton is declining continuously;
(¢c) if so, the main reasons therefor; and

(d) the measures being taken by Government for increasing the production

of cotton?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) Details of

cotton production in the country during the last three years are as under:

Year Production (Million Bales of 170 kg each)
2009-10 24.02

2010-11 33.00

2011-12 35.20

(b) No, Sir.

(¢) Does not arise.

(d) To improve production, productivity and quality of cotton, assistance is
provided to farmers under Technology Mission on Cotton (TMC) for seeds,
agriculture implements, water-saving devices, bio-agents/bio-pesticides, integrated
pest management, demonstrations, training, etc. Further, All India Coordinated
Research Project (AICRP) on Cotton is being implemented by Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) to develop new high yielding varieties/hybrids and
production technologies in cotton. Central Institute for Cotton Research at Nagpur

is also conducting basic and strategic research on cotton.
Speeding up the trains

*269. SHRI JAIPRAKASH NARAYAN SINGH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(@ whether Railways are focusing on speeding up the trains at a high

speed in the near future;

(b) if so, the details in this regard;
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(¢) the maximum speed of trains in the country and whether it is very slow

as compared to countries like Korea, Japan and China; and

(d) the steps being contemplated to speed up the trains by upgrading

technology and improving the tracks?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): (a) and
(b) Yes, Sir. Ministry of Railways in consultation with State Governments has
selected seven corridors for carrying out prefeasibility studies for introduction of
High Speed Passenger trains. Present status of prefeasibility studies on these

seven High Speed Rail Corridors is as under:

(i) Pune-Mumbai-Ahmedabad - 650 km - Prefeasibility study has been
completed and the Final Report submitted by the Consultant has been
accepted by the Ministry of Railways.

(i) Delhi-Agra-Lucknow-Varanasi-Patna - 991 km - Prefeasibility study has
been completed. The Consultant has submitted the Final Report.

@iii) Howrah-Haldia - 135 km - Prefeasibility study has been completed. The
Consultant has submitted the Final Report.

(iv) Hyderabad-Dornakal-Vijaywada-Chennai - 664 km - The study is in
progress. The consultant has submitted Inception Report, Interim Report
I & II and Draft Final Report.

(v) Chennai-Bangalore-Coimbatore-Ernakulam-Thiruvananthapuram - 850
km - The study is in progress. The Consultant has submitted Inception
Report and Interim Report No.I and II and Draft Final Report.

(vi) Delhi-Jaipur-Ajmer-Jodhpur - 591 km - No consultant has been finalized.

(vii) Delhi-Chandigarh-Amritsar- 450 km - The work of carrying out
prefeasibility study on this corridor has been entrusted to Rail Vikas
Nigam Limited (RVNL).

(¢) The maximum speed of trains in the country is 150 kmph as compared
to other countries like Korea, Japan and China, where maximum speed is upto 350
kmph.

(d) For High Speed trains, totally new railway tracks will have to be laid. It
is not feasible to achieve speed of 300-350 kmph on Indian Railway existing tracks

by upgrading technology and other improvements.
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Setting up of electronic telephone exchanges in Tamil Nadu

*270.SHRI A.A. JINNAH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the number of electronic telephone exchanges set up in Tamil Nadu as

on 31st December, 2012, capacity-wise;
(b) whether all these exchanges have been provided with STD facility;
(c) the districts where such exchanges have not been set up so far; and

(d) the time by when such exchanges with STD facility are likely to be set

up in these districts?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) The number of telephone exchanges set
up in Tamil Nadu Licensing Service Area (including Pondicherry) as on 31.12.12 is

as below:

Sl. No.  Type of exchange Number of Capacity of such
(Mobile/Landline) Exchanges installed exchanges

L. Landline 4068 6149314 lines

2. Mobile 181 3684200 Erlangs

(b) Al of these exchanges are provided with STD facility.

(¢) All the districts in Tamil Nadu are provided with Electronic Exchanges
(landline), and all are provided with STD facility. The STD facility is extended to

the subscriber as per their request.

With regard to mobile services, they are also available in all districts of Tamil

Nadu and the subscribers are provided with STD facility as per their requests.
(d) Does not arise in view of (c) above.
Accidents at unmanned railway crossings

*271.SHRI S. THANGAVELU: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@) whether it is a fact that accidents at unmanned railway crossings are on

the rise across the country;
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(b) the total number of accidents at unmanned railway crossings reported

during the last six months;

(c) whether it is also a fact that many State Governments have demanded

to convert unmanned level crossings into manned level crossings; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): (a) No,
Sir. The number of consequential incidents at unmanned level crossings caused due
to negligence of road vehicle users has come down from 51 to 46 in the current
year during April, 2012 to February, 2013 in comparison to the corresponding

period of the previous year.

(b) During the last six months i.e. September, 2012 to February, 2013, 23
consequential incidents at unmanned level crossings have taken place on Indian

Railways.

(c) and (d) It has emerged from the analysis of pattern of accidents that
manning of unmanned level crossings is not an ideal solution. Therefore, the policy
of manning of unmanned Level Crossings has been reviewed. Accordingly, Railways

have decided to progressively eliminate all unmanned level crossings by:

Closure - Closing unmanned level crossings having NIL/Negligible Train
Vehicle Unit (TVU).

Merger - Merger of unmanned level crossing gates to nearby manned or
unmanned gates or subway or Road Under Bridge (RUB) or Road Over Bridge

(ROB) by construction of diversion road.
Provision of Subways/RUBs

Manning - The unmanned level crossings which cannot be eliminated by
above means, will be progressively manned based on rail-road traffic volume,

visibility conditions.

Elimination of all these level crossings is a gigantic task and involves lot of
manpower, resources and budgetary support. It is a continuous process and is
done as per need, inter-se priority of works, availability of funds and co-operation
of State Government, particularly, in getting consent of closure of level crossings

and undertaking to maintain road and drainage in future for subways.
Guidelines for use of social media in Government organisations

*272.DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:
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(@) whether Government has formulated certain guidelines for use of social

media in Government organisations;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the steps taken by Government to ensure effective citizen engagement
and communication with all stakeholders using various offline and online channels
including social media and also to check the propogation of unverified facts and

rumours with respect to Government policies, by social media?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) and (b) In order to help Government
organisations engage appropriately with social media platforms, Government has
notified "Framework and Guidelines for Use of Social media by Government
Organisations" in September, 2012. This Framework has been created to enable
Government agencies to use these platforms effectively, reach out to their

stakeholders and understand their concerns.

(¢) In order to enhance citizen engagement with all stakeholders,
Government has notified Citizen Engagement Framework for e-Governance projects.
The framework includes various online and offline methodologies of citizen
engagement. The scheme for citizen engagement provides for development of a
citizen engagement toolkit for use by various Central Ministries and State
Departments to enhance and deepen their citizen engagement efforts and awareness

and sensitization workshops to build the capacities of Ministries and Departments.

Government does not regulate the contents of website. However, Government,
on 11.4.2011, has notified Information Technology (intermediaries guidelines) Rules,
2011 under Section 79 of the Information Technology Act, 2000. The Rules provide
for the intermediaries, which includes social networking websites, to observe due

diligence and guidelines.
Separate toilet facilities for girls in schools

*273.SHRI ANIL DESAI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a shortage of separate toilet facilities for girls in schools

in urban as well as rural areas;

(b) if so, the details of such shortage in urban and rural schools, State-

wise;



Written Answers to [15 March, 2013] Starred Questions 33

(c) whether due to this problem, a large number of girls of adolescent age

drop out every year; and

(d) if so, the steps taken by Government to address this problem,
particularly after implementation of the Right to Education (RTE) Act, and whether

any deadline has been fixed to provide this facility in all schools in each State?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI M. M.
PALLAM RAIJU): (a) and (b) As per District Education System for Education (DISE)
2011-12 (provisional) 65% rural and 71% urban government elementary schools
have girls toilets. A state-wise statement of percentage of schools with separate

toilets for girls in rural and urban areas is given in the Statement (See below).

(¢) From data available in the DISE 2011-12 it is clear that share of girls'
enrolment at primary and upper primary level has risen from 43.7% and 40.9% in
2000-01 to 48.35% and 48.63 % in 2011-12 which is in consonance with their share
in population. Opening of schools in the neighbourhood has improved the access
of girls to schools, and provisions inter-alia, of free textbooks, free uniforms,
separate toilets for girls, the Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas residential upper
primary schools and the Mid Day Meal programme have further encouraged

participation of girls in elementary education.

(d) The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act,
2009 provides a time-frame of three years from the commencement of the Act for
completion of school infrastructure. All new school buildings under SSA are
sanctioned as composite buildings with toilets for girls and funds are also provided
for existing urban schools which do not have toilets. Under SSA a total of 4.49
lakh girls' toilets have been sanctioned so far. In existing rural schools/lacking
toilets, such facilities are provided in convergence with the schemes of the Ministry

of Drinking Water and Sanitation.
Statement

State-wise details of percentage of schools with separate

toilets for girls in rural and urban areas

SI. No. State Percentage of schools with girls' toilets
Rural Urban

1 2 3 4

1 Andhra Pradesh 47.58 59.65

2 Arunachal Pradesh 30.15 53.50
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1 2 3 4
3 Assam 5175 61.86
4 Bihar 5122 45.01
5 Chhattisgarh 42.87 4359
6 Goa 68.06 7273
7 Gujarat 7093 86.14
8 Haryana 89.34 88.53
9 Himachal Pradesh 82.16 82.59
10 Jammu and Kashmir 23.02 31.36
11 Jharkhand 68.13 65.80
12 Karnataka 98.01 9831
13 Kerala 87.36 8152
14 Madhya Pradesh 7093 7947
15 Maharashtra 71.03 79.12
16 Manipur 100.00 99.66
17 Meghalaya 3642 5134
18 Mizoram 50.96 72.05
19 Nagaland 63.37 6848
20 Odisha 38.60 3998
21 Punjab 86.69 89.51
Rajasthan 7598 68.36
PA] Sikkim 83.37 100.00
24 Tamil Nadu 6224 7831
Tripura 46.01 67.66
Uttar Pradesh 81.52 73.87
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1 2 3 4
27 Uttarakhand 79.36 76.77
28 West Bengal 50.89 63.82
29 Andaman and 80.13 100.00
Nicobar Islands
30 Chandigarh 100.00 100.00
31 Dadra and 61.72 84.21
Nagar Haveli
32 Daman and Diu 9394 100.00
33 Delhi 99.30 99.49
34 Lakshadweep 75.00 90.00
35 Puducherry 9795 94.76
ToraL 64.90 71.01

Source: District Information System for Education (DISE) 2011-12 (provisional).
Proposals under the market intervention scheme

*274.SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of the proposals received under the Market Intervention

Scheme (MIS) during each of the last five years and the current year, State-wise;

(b) the details of the proposals cleared and pending with the Government;

and

(c) the steps being taken by Government to clear all the proposals to

protect farmers from distress sale in each State?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (c) The
details of proposals received from the State Governments and approved under the
Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) are given in the Statement (See below). Scheme

is pending at present.
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Cost of J&K National Railway Link Project

*275. SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the cost of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) National

Railway Link Project has gone up to six times of the original estimated cost; and
(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): (a) Yes,
Sir. The cost of Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla new line project in Jammu and
Kashmir which was initially assessed as Rs. 3077 crore as per Detailed Project

Report (DPR) is now estimated to be Rs. 19565 crore.

(b) The Project was initially taken up on the basis of aerial & topographical
survey and actual cost of construction could be assessed only after thorough
detailed Final Location Survey and geotechnical/geological investigation. The work
on Udhampur-Katra and Katra-Banihal sections of the project have been delayed
due to various factors leading to prolonged gestation period and resultant increase
in project cost. However, apart from general escalation, the cost of the project has
also increased due to various other factors like geological uncertainties, increase in
tunnelling scope, increase in prices of cement and steel, enhancement in security
provisions due to adverse law and order situation and introduction of new items
like electrification, access roads and approach roads for stations which were not

envisaged initially.
Status of pisciculture

*276. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(@) whether there is any proposal before Government to consider

Pisciculture as an integral part within the wider definition of Agriculture;
(b) if so, whether Government would agree to the same; and

(¢c) if not, whether Government would consider to treat Pisciculture at par
with Agriculture to provide all incentives like low interest rates, debt relief and all

kinds of subsidies?
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THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) to (c)
Some State Governments and Associations of Aquaculture sector have suggested
that Pisciculture/aquaculture be treated at par with agriculture so that the subsidy,
income tax benefits and other incentives available to agriculture could be extended
to Pisciculture. The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries,
Ministry of Agriculture had requested the Ministry of Finance to consider these
suggestions. The Ministry of Finance has informed that the income from fisheries
does not qualify as agricultural income under the Income Tax Act, 1961 and hence
is subject to income tax. However, some incentives are available for cooperatives
and enterprises for fisheries activities under section 80P, 80-IB (11A) and 35 AD of
the Income Tax Act, 1961. In respect of provision of loans at low interest rates, it
has been clarified that the provision of interest subvention is available for crop
loans upto Rs. 3 lakhs to the farmers. Loans for the purpose of fisheries sector are

not covered under this scheme at present.
Modernisation of new unit at BVFCL

*277.SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the functioning of the Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Unit at

Namrup in Assam; and

(b) the details of the status of modernisation and extension of the new unit

in the Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation Limited (BVFCL)?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) BVFCL has two operating units—
Namrup-II and Namrup-III. As their performance was below par, an in-depth internal
study of the plants was carried out for improvement of the plant performance by
removing bottlenecks causing limitation in production. Based on the study of the
plants, schemes were drawn to carry out for renovation of the plants. The fund to
carry out the renovation jobs was provided by the Government of India in phased
manner during Eleventh Five year plan period. On implementation of the major
schemes, performance of plants has improved. Both Namrup-II and Namrup-III
Plants have achieved record production during current financial year 2012-13 with

Namrup-III Plant achieving over 102% capacity utilization.
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Following table shows performance of BVFCL during the current year against

last three years:

Parameter 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

(Provisional)

Production in Lakhs MT
Namrup-II 0.79 0.86 1.02 1.08
Namrup-IIT 2.30 1.99 1.77 278

Capacity Utilization %

Namrup-II * 65.96 7177 85.22 9046
Namrup-1II * 85.34 73.71 6542 102.96
Gross Sales in Rs. Cr 261.79 401.13 407.1 557.11
Operating Profit (PBIDT) Rs. Cr14.90 38.03 38.60 86.88
Net Profit/Loss in Rs. Cr -27.86 -85.09 -128.81 -49.60

* Considering operating capacity of 1.20 Lakh MT for Namrup-II and 2.70 Lakh MT for
Namrup-III.

The company is incurring net losses due to high interest burden on
Government of India Loan. However, functioning of Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer
Corporation Limited (BVFCL) has improved during current financial year 2012-13.

(b) BVFCL is in the process of establishment of State-of-Art brown field
Ammonia-Urea plant based on modern technology with high capacity and energy
efficiency. Total cost of the project has been projected to be Rs. 3311.09 crore with
equity component of Rs. 815.67 crores. The plant would be capable of producing
8.64 LMTPA with specific energy consumption of 5.2 G.Cal/MT of urea. Feasibility
Study has been based on availability of 1.72 MMSCMD of Natural Gas. Planning
Commission has accorded 'in-principle' approval for the said project through open
bidding and Expression of Interest (Eol) for equity participation from private sector
companies. M/s. Price Waterhouse Coopers Pvt. Ltd. has been appointed as
consultant for analysis of the options and suggesting most suitable option.

Per capita income of farmers of Karnataka

*278. SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) the per capita income of farmers in Karnataka;
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(b) how this compares with other southern States and at the national level;

and

(c) the action Government proposes to take to increase the per capita

income of farmers of Karnataka?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI SHARAD PAWAR): (a) and (b) In
2002-03, the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) conducted Situation Assessment
Survey covering, inter alia level of living, farming practices, possession of
productive assets, awareness and access to modern technology, resource availability,
indebtedness etc. in the rural areas. The average monthly income per farmer
household from all sources - cultivation, wages, farming of animals, non-farm
business etc. during the year 2002-03 in Karnataka, other southern States and at all

India level was found as under:

States Average Monthly Income (Rs.) per Farmer

Household from different Sources during 2002-03.

Karnataka 2616
Andhra Pradesh 1634
Kerala 4004
Tamil Nadu 2072
ALL INDIA 2115

(¢) Government has taken several steps to revitalize agriculture sector and
improve condition of farming community on sustainable basis by increasing
investment, improving farm practices, rural infrastructure and delivery of credit,
technology and other inputs, extension, marketing etc. Various programmes/schemes
for the development of agriculture sector are being implemented in a decentralized
manner with flexibility to State Governments to formulate and implement appropriate
projects to suit their specific requirements. The focus of Government is primarily
on expansion of farm income, creation of non-farm income opportunities,
improvement in productivity of rainfed agriculture, increasing coverage of farming
areas under protective irrigation and forging appropriate backward and forward

linkages. Other measures taken by the Government for the benefit of farmers include
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enhancement in minimum support prices of agricultural commodities, increase in
credit flow to agriculture sector, debt waiver/relief, interest subvention on crop

loans, etc.
Demand for telephone towers and landline phones

*279. SHRI BASAWARAIJ PATIL: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there is a huge demand for telephone towers

and landline phones from customers;

(b) whether Government is facing problem in meeting these demands for

best communication services; and
(c) by when, Government would fulfill these demands?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI KAPIL SIBAL): (a) to (c) Sir, mobile phone towers are
deployed by the Telecom Service Providers as per the Radio Frequency (RF)
Network planning based on various parameters such as quantum of spectrum used,
type of network, geography/terrain of the area, population density of the mobile

users etc.

Cellular mobile connections are available on demand in the area of operation.
At present there is no waiting list of GSM mobile customers in Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited (BSNL) and Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) network.

Demand for landline phones is not huge as the average waiting list for the
landline phones is only 0.2 % in BSNL by the end of January, 2013. Demand for
the same is met by BSNL based on techno commercial viability and feasibility for
best communication. To augment the mobile network, BSNL has concluded the
tendering process for adding a capacity of 14.37 Million GSM lines. The landline

telephones are mostly available on demand in the area of operation of MTNL.

Demand for telecom services are met by the telecom service providers
including BSNL and MTNL. However, the areas where the services of telecom
service providers are not available, the Government is providing support through
Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) schemes for provision of telecom

services.
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Student union elections in Central Universities

*280. SHRIMATI KUSUM RAI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the Central Universities where elections to student union

were conducted during 2012-13 session;

(b) the details of the Central Universities where these elections have not
been conducted during the current session, so far, along with the reasons therefor,

University-wise;

(c) whether Government has received representations from students of Jamia
Millia Islamia, Banaras Hindu University and Allahabad University for revival of

student union and conduct of student union elections during the 2013-14 session;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) the steps taken thereon by Government, representation-wise?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI M.M.
PALLAM RAIJU): (a) Elections to Students' Body held in Central Universities in
2012-13 is given in the Statement-I (See below).

(b) Central Universities where elections to Students' Body have not been

held in 2012-13 and the reasons thereof is given in the Statement-II (See below).

() As per available information in the Ministry, no such representation has
been received from Jamia Millia Islamia, Banaras Hindu University and Allahabad

University.
(d) and (e) Do not arise in view of reply to (c) above.
Statement-1

Central Universities where election to Students' Body has been held in 2012-13

Sl. No. Name of the University
1 2
1. University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad.

2. Maulana Azad National Urdu University, Hyderabad.
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1 2
3. Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar.
4, Assam University, Silchar.
5. University of Delhi, Delhi.
6. Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
7. Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar.
8. Central University of Kerala, Trivandrum.
0. North Eastern Hill University, Shillong.
10. Mizoram University, Aizawl.
11. Nagaland University, Kohima.
12. Pondicherry University, Pondicherry.
13. Central University of Rajasthan, Jaipur.
14. Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh.
15. University of Allahabad, Allahabad.
16. Hemawati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University, Srinagar.
Statement-11
Central Universities where elections to Students' Body
have not been held in 2012-13
S Name of the University Reasons for elections to Students' Body
No not held
1 2 3
1. Mahatma Gandhi There is no provision for the constitution
Antarrashtriya Hindi of Students' Body in the Act and Statutes
Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha of the University.
2. Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, There is no provision for election of
West Bengal Students' Body in the University's Act

and Statutes. However, there is a
Students' Body consisting of students on

the basis of academic performance.
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3. Tripura University, Agartala

4. Tezpur University, Tezpur

5. Indira Gandhi National
Open University, New Delhi

6. Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya,
Bilaspur.

7. Central University of

Karnataka, Gulbarga

8. Dr. Harisingh Gour
Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar

9. Jamia Millia Islamia,
New Delhi

There is no provision for election of
Students' Body in the University's Act

and Statutes.

There is no provision in the Act and
Statutes of the University to conduct
election to the Students' Council.
However, Students' Council has been
constituted with students of the various
academic departments and those who
have excelled in sports, cultural activities

etc..

Being an open university imparting
education through distance mode, the
IGNOU Act does not provide for such
students' body.

The university has constituted a students'
council which provides for 20 students
elected representatives and 20 other

nominated by the Academic Council.

Students' Council has been constituted
through nomination. However, the
University has initiated action to prepare
an Ordinance for election to Students'

Union.

A Students' Council has been constituted
as per the Act of 2009, which provides

for representation by nomination .

Elections to the Students' Union have not
been held due to a continuous law and
order problem. However, a representative

body of students 'Subject Association' at
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Manipur University, Imphal

Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi

Central University of
Bihar, Patna

Central University of

Haryana, Narnaul

Central University of

Himachal Pradesh, Kangara

Central University of Jammu

the level of the departments/centres
has been constituted with elected
representatives of students as well

as by nomination.

Due to continuous violence in the
election to the Students" Union.election

to the union has been suspended.

Due to litigations, election scheduled in
2012-13 could not be held. On the
directions of the Supreme Court, the
University has redrafted Ordinance for the
constitution of the Students' Council, for
approval of Academic Council and

Executive Council.

As the university in its early phase with
limited programmes of student and
students strength, it has not conducted

the election.

As the university is in its nascent stage
with less number of students, therefore,
election to the Students' Council has not
been held. Students' Coordinator has been
assigned for the purpose of grievances

resolutions of students.

The university is in its nascent stage
with very less number of students;
therefore, no elected students' body has
been constituted. The university is in the
process of framing Statutes for the

constitution of a Students' Council.

As it's a new university, it is in the
process of evolving itself and therefore

Students' Body has not been constituted.
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1 2 3
16. Central University As the university in its nascent stage
of Kashmir, Srinagar. with very less number of students, no

election has been held.

17. Central University of As the university in its nascent stage
Jharkhand, Ranchi with very less number of students and
infrastructure is also not sufficient, no

election has been held.

18. Central University of The university is in nascent stage with
Orissa, Bhubaneswar only enrolment of 300 students, thus a

Students' Union has not been constituted.

19. Sikkim University, Gangtok. The university is in nascent stage with
very less number of students and there is
not sufficient infrastructure; therefore, it

has not constituted a Students' Body.

20 Central University of The university is in nascent stage with
Tamil Nadu, Tiruvarur. an enrolment of only 294 students;
therefore, it has not constituted a

Students' Body.

21. Central University of The students' body has been constituted
Punjab, Bhatinda. through a process of nomination.

22. Babasaheb Bhimrao Action has been initiated by the
Ambedkar University, university to constitute a Students' Body.
Lucknow.

23. Indira Gandhi National The university has initiated to constitute

Tribal University, Amarkantak a Students' Body.

24 English and Foreign Election could not be held as the
Languages University, university is amending the constitution of
Hyderabad. the Students' Body.
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
Regulation of cotton seeds prices

2016. SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@) whether bringing cotton seeds under ECA and Government's intention
to deregulate its prices will only help private seeds companies to take undue
advantage of the situation;

(b) whether Government is willing to make rules to regulate the prices of
cotton seeds under provision of ECA;

(c) whether re-introduction of cotton seeds under ECA is not against the
policies of reforms, liberalization and market-led economy and WTO obligations; and

(d) whether Government would consider empowering States to regulate the
Bt. Cotton seeds prices if it is not regulating them?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Cotton seed has been brought under the purview of the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955 to protect the interest of cotton producing farmers
by regulating the production, supply, distribution and quality of cotton seeds.

(b) At present, there is no proposal with the Government to make rules to
regulate the prices of seeds including cotton seeds.

(¢) Re-introduction of cotton seeds under the Essential Commodities Act,
1955 is only to regulate production, supply, distribution and quality of cotton seeds
and not to regulate the prices of cotton seeds.

(d) There is no such proposal before the Government at present.
Implementation of BGREI Scheme

2017. SHRI N.K. SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(a) the allocation made under the 'Bringing Green Revolution in Eastern
India' (BGREI) scheme, year-wise and State-wise;

(b) the details of the increase in agricultural production in the States
covered under the BGREI scheme, year-wise and State-wise;

(¢c) whether Government is proposing any additional measures to increase
the agricultural output in the Eastern States; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The programme of Bringing Green Revolution to
Eastern India (BGREI) is a sub-scheme of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY)
being implemented in seven eastern States of Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh (Eastern) and West Bengal since 2010-11. The details of

State-wise and year-wise allocation of funds made under the programme are as

under:
(Rupees in crore)
SL. No. State Funds Allocated During the Year
2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

1 Assam 35.00 3332 95.50
2 Bihar 63.94 5533 119.25
3 Chhattisgarh 67.15 5521 131.50
4 Jharkhand 29.60 31.68 59.00
5 Odisha 79.67 62.62 21725
6 Uttar Pradesh (Eastern) 5727 85.66 105.50
7 West Bengal 102.37 7220 269.00

ToTAaL STATES 435.00 396.02 997.00

(b) State-wise and year-wise production of Rice of BGREI States from
2009-10 to 2012-13, are as under:

(in lakh tonnes)

SI. No. State 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 Increase in
(Base year) 2nd production
Advance during
Estimates 2012-13 over
2009-10
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Assam 43.36 4737 45.16 47.68 432

2. Bihar 3599 31.02 71.63 67.68 31.69
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

3. Chhattisgarh 41.10 61.59 60.28 6246 21.36
4. Jharkhand 15.38 11.10 31.31 34.84 1946
5. Odisha 69.18 68.28 58.07 75.61 643
6. Uttar Pradesh 108.07 11992 14022 135.55 2748
7. West Bengal 14341 13046 146.06 132.39 (-) 11.02
ToraL (for Seven States) 456.49 469.74 552.73 556.21 99.72

(c) and (d) Keeping in view the enthusiastic results of the implementation of
BGREI programme, an allocation of Rs. 1,000 crore has been announced for the
programme in the Budget Speech for the year 2013-14. In addition, National Food
security Mission (NFSM) and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) etc. are also

being implemented in BGREI States for increasing agricultural output.
International seminar on hybrid rice

2018. SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAIL
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has organized any international seminar on hybrid
rice;
(b) if so, the details thereof during the last four years and the outcome

thereof, particularly in Hyderabad; and
(c) the implementation of such outcome?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The 6th International Symposium on hybrid rice was held at Hyderabad
during September 10-12, 2012. It was jointly organized by the International Rice
Research Institute, Philippines; Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi
and Directorate of Rice Research (DRR), Hyderabad. This symposium is held once
in four years and the previous one i.e. 5th symposium was held in China in 2008.

Following major recommendations emerged during the 6th International Hybrid

Rice Symposium held in Hyderabad:
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1.  Development of heterotic gene pools from tropical japonica and diverse

germplasm.

2. Establishment of National centre for Hybrid Rice with a team of
50 scientists to tackle all the issues related to hybrid rice research.

3. Strengthening the hybrid rice seed production network in the public
sector as well as public-private partnership (PPP) mode.

4. Identification of other hybrid rice seed production zones in line to
Special Economic Zones (SEZ).

5. Policy interventions by Government for acceptability of hybrid rice by

millers.
(¢c) For each outcome following action has been taken:

. Development of heterotic gene pools from diverse germplasm is
vigorously undertaken at DRR, Hyderabad and Jawahar Lal Nehru
Krishi Vishwa vidyalaya, Jabalpur.

. Indian Council of Agricultural Research has initiated a research
platform on "Hybrids" including Hybrid Rice to tackle all the
issues related to hybrid rice research during Twelfth plan.

. MOUs have been signed by public institutions with private
companies under PPP mode to produce seeds of hybrid rice.
Further, a consortium of hybrid rice is also contemplated to promote
public-private partnership.

. Search for new areas for hybrid seed production has been initiated
in states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Odisha, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala.

. It has been decided to involve millers and traders in decision
making about release of hybrids.

Implementation of Dr. Swaminathan Commission Report

12019. SHRI DARSHAN SINGH YADAV: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken any steps so far to implement the report

of Dr. Swaminathan Commission on Agriculture; and

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) The National Commission on Farmers (NCF)
under the Chairmanship of Prof. M.S. Swaminathan submitted five reports to the

Government over a period of time starting from December, 2004.

The Commission submitted its fifth and final report on 4.10.2006. Along with
the final report, the Commission also submitted Draft National Policy for Farmers'

containing important recommendations made by it.

Based on 'Draft National Policy for Farmers', and after consultation with State
Governments, National Policy for Farmers (NPF), 2007, was finalized and approved
by Government and was laid on Table of Rajya Sabha on 23.11.2007. An inter-
ministerial committee finalized Plan of Action for Operationalisation of NPF, 2007
which was circulated to all State Governments as well as Central Ministries/

Departments concerned for appropriate action.
Enhancement of agricultural production levels
2020. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI:
SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether there is a scope to further enhance production levels in

agriculture by bridging huge "yield gaps" and "regional imbalances";
(b) if so, how;
(c) the details of measures taken in this regard; and

(d) the manner in which this issue has been addressed in the Twelfth Five

Year Plan?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) Yes, Sir. Government of India is implementing
research programmes on basic and strategic research on various aspects of crop
improvement, crop production and crop protection in different areas at 20

commodity based research institutes through the National Agricultural Research
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System of Indian Council of Agricultural Research. The information so generated is
used by 20 crops specific All India Coordinated Research Projects, mostly situated
in State Agricultural Universities (SAUs) to develop location specific/State wise
varieties and technologies. Several improved varieties/hybrids for high yields and
tolerance to biotic and abiotic stresses, as well as trait specific varieties in different

crops for non-traditional regions have been developed.

The technologies are being demonstrated by the State Agriculture Universities
(SAUs) and Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) through Front Line Demonstrations
(FLDs) and Minikit Programmes to enhance production and productivity of various

Crops.

Based on the scientific results, the Government of India has been
implementing various Crop Development Schemes through State Governments for
bridging yield gaps and reducing regional imbalances, viz., National Food Security
Mission (NFSM), Integrated Scheme on Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil palm and Maize
(ISOPOM), Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI), Initiative for
Nutritional Security through Intensive Millets Promotion (INSIMP), Accelerated
Fodder Development Programme (AFDP), Special Programme on Oil Palm Area
Expansion (OPAE), National Horticulture Mission (NHM), etc.

Activities like demonstration on high yielding varieties/hybrids, distribution of
seed of improved varieties/hybrids, need based plant and soil management,
resource conservation techniques/energy management, efficient water application
tools, and cropping system based trainings, are being taken-up to enhance

agricultural production.

(d) The Government of India proposes to continue Crop Development
Programmes like National Food Security Mission including coarse cereals, Bringing
Green Revolution in Eastern India, Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, National Mission
on Oilseeds and Oil Palm and National Horticulture Mission, etc. in Twelfth Five
Year Plan for bridging yield gaps and reducing regional imbalances to achieve

higher agriculture production in the country.
Huge stock of skimmed milk powder

2021. SHRI ANIL DESAL
SHRI SANJAY RAUT:
Will the Mimster of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:
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(@) whether it is a fact that dairy industry in the country is saddled with

huge stocks of skimmed milk powder, and a weak export demand;

(b) if so, the reasons for the consumer prices remaining firm and showing

no sign of declining; and

(¢c) the action being taken by Government to reduce the prices of milk in

the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (DR.
CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and
Fisheries has not received any report relating to the huge stock of skimmed milk
powder (SMP) and weak export demand. As per the information received from
National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) there is a stock of about 1,00,000 MT
of SMP, which is about 0.8 percent of the country's milk production and export
demand has firmed up as about 60,000 MT equivalent of SMP(SMP + Casein) has
been exported in the first 9 months of 2012-13.

(b) Does not arise in view of reply at (a). However, consumer prices are
remaining firm as the producer prices are also remaining firm due to increase in

feed and fodder and other input costs.

(c) Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries does not control

prices of milk.
Impact of unprecedented climatic conditions on agriculture

2022. SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:
SHRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the action taken by the Ministry in consultation with the Ministry of
Environment and Forests and State Governments to combat the impacts of

unprecedented climatic conditions on our agriculture sector; and

(b) whether the Ministry in coordination with the Ministry of Science and
Technology, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and State Governments is
going to evolve a mechanism to intimate the farmers in advance about probable
climatic conditions as due to lack of any mechanism in this regard our farming

community is suffering sizable economical losses?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir. Ministry of Agriculture has formulated National
Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) under the aegis of National Action
Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) in consultation with line Ministries including
Ministry of Environment and Forests and State Governments for promoting
sustainable agriculture growth in the context of Climate Change. NMSA aims at
transforming agriculture into a sustainable and climate resilient production systems
by incorporating appropriate climate change adaptation measures onto ongoing and
future programmatic/schematic interventions in key dimensions namely, improved
crop seeds, livestock and fish cultures, water use efficiency, pest management,
improved farm practices, nutrient management, agricultural insurance, credit support,

markets, access to information and livelihood diversification.

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is implementing a network
project on "National Initiative on Climate Resilient Agriculture” (NICRA) for
enhancing resilience of Indian agriculture through strategic research, technology
demonstrations, and capacity building, etc. Central Research Institute for Dry land
Agriculture (CRIDA), ICAR has developed detailed contingency plans for 400
districts to provide a broad advisory to farmers, prescribing alternate strategies in
the event of climatic variability, by factoring in crops/livestock/aquaculture

practices/pattern, soil characteristics, infrastructural facilities, etc.

(b) Ministry of Agriculture is implementing Scheme on Mass Media Support
to Agricultural Extension for providing agriculture related information including
weather conditions to the farming community through network of Doordarshan
Kendras and Rural FM Radio Stations of All India Radio. Automatic weather
stations have been established in 100 Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) located in

vulnerable districts to improve the agro-advisory services to the farmers.

Under "Integrated Agromet Advisory Services (IAAS) in the country" of India
Meteorological Department, Ministry of Earth Sciences, agromet advisories and
weather based contingency plans are issued to combat the impact of
unprecedented climatic conditions/extreme weather events. Mobile technology is

extensively used to disseminate the advisories.
Setting up of DMR in Andhra Pradesh

2023. SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAL
SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:
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(@) whether Indian Council of Agriculture Research is setting up Directorate
of Maize Research (DMR) for the purpose of research on maize in southern States

particularly in Andhra Pradesh;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(¢c) if not, by when such DMR will be set up in Andhra Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(¢) There is no such plan as already two centres under All India
Coordinated Research Programme (Maize) of Indian Council of Agriculture Research,
one at Hyderabad and second at Karimnagar, are working for development of
suitable varieties, production technologies and other related aspects of maize

cultivation in Andhra Pradesh.
Establishment of Board for Gaushalas in J & K

2024. SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Central Government will direct the Government of Jammu and

Kashmir to establish a Board for providing assistance to Gaushalas;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) to (c) State has already constituted Jammu
and Kashmir State Implementing Agency (J&K SIA) to take up all the activities
related to cattle and buffalo development and for Implementation of National Project
for Cattle and Buffalo Breeding in the State.

Assistance to Gaushalas

2025. SHRI AVINASH RAI KHANNA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether Central Government has prepared any scheme to give assistance

to Gaushalas;
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(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) the details the Gaushalas in the country, State-wise;

(d) the details of funds provided to States in this regard during the last

three years, State-wise;

() whether any Board has been constituted in Jammu and Kashmir at State-

level for assistance to Gaushalas; and
() if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) There are no schemes to provide
assistance to Gaushalas. However, Ministry of Environment and Forests through
Animal Welfare Board of India is providing assistance for setting up of Shelter
Houses for stray or ownerless animals including cows in the country. This Ministry
also provides opportunities to Livestock Development Boards to take up breeding

programme in Gaushalas if same is recommended by the State Governments.

(c) Details of Gaushalas in the country, State-wise is given in the Statement
(See below).

(d) Question does not arise.

(e) and (f) No Sir. However, State has constituted Jammu and Kashmir State
Implementing Agency (J&K SIA) for Implementation of National Project for Cattle
and Buffalo Breeding.

Statement

State-wise details of Gaushalas in the country

SI. No.  State/UTs No. of Gaushalas under
AH Deptt. Others

1 2 3 4

1 Andhra Pradesh - 48

2 Arunachal Pradesh - -

3 Assam 0 10
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1 2 3 4
4 Bihar 86 -
5 Chhattisgarh - 63
6 Goa - 1
7 Gujarat 2 495
8 Haryana 1 252
9 Himachal Pradesh - 57
10 Jammu and Kashmir - -
11 Jharkhand 2 27
12 Karnataka - )
13 Kerala - 1
14 Madhya Pradesh - 1077
15 Maharashtra - 130
16 Manipur - -
17 Meghalaya - -
18 Mizoram - -
19 Nagaland - -
20 Odisha 1 29
21 Punjab - 212
22 Rajasthan 1218 -
Sikkim - -
24 Tamil Nadu - -
Tripura - -
26 Uttarakhand 0 141
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1 2 3 4
27 Uttar Pradesh 7 406
2 West Bengal - -
29 Andaman and Nicobar Islands - -
30 Chandigarh - -
31 Dadra and Nagar Haveli - -
32 Daman and Diu -
33 Delhi 5 -
34 Lakshadweep - -
35 Puducherry - 2
TotaL 1322 3030

Soil health cards for farmers

2026. DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANIA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@)
(b)
©
(d
©
®

whether soil health is deteriorating day by day;

if so, the reasons therefor;

the measures taken to improve the same;

the details of Soil Testing Laboratories, State-wise;

whether Soil Health Cards for farmers is still a distant dream; and

how many such Cards have been issued, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Indiscriminate and imbalanced use of

agrochemical and chemical fertilizers coupled with low addition of organic matter

over years may result into micronutrient deficiencies and deterioration of soil health.

©

National Project on Management of Soil Health & Fertility (NPMSH&F)

was launched during 2008-09 to promote soil test based balanced and judicious
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use of fertilizers for improving soil health and its productivity. NPMSH&F provides
assistance for setting up/strengthening of soil testing laboratories, trainings,
demonstration on balanced use of fertilisers and promoting use of organic manures,
soil amendments and micronutrients.

In addition, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is recommending
soil test based balanced and integrated nutrient management through conjunctive
use of both inorganic and organic sources (compost, manures, bio-fertilizers etc.) of
plant nutrients to sustain sound soil health. Growing leguminous crops and use of
resource conservation technologies are also being advocated. ICAR also imparts

training, organizes front line demonstrations to educate farmers on these aspects.

(d) Details of State-wise soil testing laboratories is given in the Statement
(See below).

(e) and (f) Soil health cards are issued to the farmers by State Government.
As per information provided by States, the State-wise details of soil health cards

issued is given in the Statement-II.
Statement-1

State-wise number of Soil Testing Laboratories (STLs) in the country

SI. No. Name of the State No. of STLs
1 2 3
I South Zone
1 Andhra Pradesh 118
2 Karnataka 2
3 Kerala 24
4 Tamil Nadu 48
5 Puducherry 1
6 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 2
TotaL 221
IL West Zone

7 Gujarat 130
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1 2 3
8 Madhya Pradesh 78
9 Maharashtra
10 Rajasthan
11 Chhattisgarh 9
12 Goa 2
TotaL 303
m North Zone
13 Haryana 34
14 Punjab 70
15 Uttarakhand 15
16 Uttar Pradesh 283
17 Himachal Pradesh 15
18 Jammu and Kashmir 20
19 Delhi 1
TotaL 438
v East Zone
20 Bihar 39
21 Jharkhand 8
Odisha 11
West Bengal 20
ToraL 78
v NE Zone
24 Assam 11
25 Tripura 6
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1 2 3
26 Manipur 5
27 Meghalaya 6
28 Nagaland 3
29 Arunachal Pradesh 6
30 Sikkim 4
31 Mizoram 6
TotaL 47
GranD TotaL 1087

Statement-11

State-wise distribution of Soil Health Cards to the Farmers

State/UTs Soil health cards issued
(Till March, 2012) (in lakhs)

1 2

South Zone

Andhra Pradesh 42.08
Karnataka 59.12

Kerala 18.63

Tamil Nadu 39.84
Puducherry 023

Andaman and Nicobar Island 0.03

S Zone ToraL 159.93

West Zone

Gujarat 4473

Madhya Pradesh 2093
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1 2
Maharashtra 27.18
Rajasthan 2477
Dadra and Nagar Haveli 0.05
Chhattisgarh 4.72
Goa 218
W Zone ToraL 124.56
North Zone

Haryana 15.17
Punjab 2529
Uttarakhand 229
Uttar Pradesh 11827
Himachal Pradesh 1046
Jammu and Kashmir 145
Delhi 0.07
N Zone TotaL 173.01
East Zone

Bihar 8.11
Jharkhand 1.66
Odisha 21.22
West Bengal 3.08
E Zone TotaL 34.07
North East Zone

Assam 5.72
Tripura 1.16
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1 2
Manipur 1.54
Meghalaya 0.84
Nagaland 0.37
Arunachal Pradesh 1.75
Sikkim 0.64
Mizoram 142
NE Zone ToraL 1344
GraAND ToTAL 505.01

Cold storage facilities

2027. DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANIA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether India is not only the second largest producer of fruits and
vegetables in the world, but also the leader in the production of mango, banana,

sapota, aonla, papaya, arecanut, okra and peas;

(b) the quantities of fruits and vegetables lost due to lack of cold storage

facilities;

(c) the share of the country in export/world trade of fruits and vegetables;

and
(d) the steps taken to improve the above scenario?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) As per FAO data for 2011-12. India is the second largest
producer of fruits and vegetables in the world, and the leading producer of mango,
banana, papaya, okra and areacanut. India is second in green pea production after
China. However, country-wise data on production of Sapota and aonla is not

available.

(b) As per the study conducted by All India Coordinated Research Project
on Post Harvest Technology (ICAR) entitled "Harvest and Post Harvest Losses of
Major Crops and Livestock Produce in India" (published in September, 2012), the
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harvest and post harvest losses in selected fruits and vegetables are in the range

of 5.8% to 18%, which includes losses due to lack of cold storage facilities.

(¢) As per United Nations Commodity Trade Statistics Database
(UNCOMTRADE) data for 2011, India had a share of 0.48% in world trade in
export of fruits and vegetables in the world in value terms while the share in

overall trade in fruits and vegetables was 0.40%.

(d) Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA), Ministry of Commerce is implementing various programme for promoting
export of fruits and vegetables. Under its various schemes, financial assistance is

provided to exporters as follows:

@@  Scheme for Market Promotion: for brand publicity through advertisement,

packaging, participation in international trade fairs etc.

@) Scheme for Infrastructure Development: for setting up sorting/grading
facilities, pack houses, effluent treatment plants, water softening plants,
intermediate storage sheds etc. During Eleventh Plan period APEDA has
provided assistance to State Government agencies for setting up of
integrated post harvest facilities such as Centres for Perishable Cargo

(CPCs), Integrated post harvest facilities etc.

@) Scheme for Quality Development: for purchase of laboratory testing
equipment, implementation of quality management systems like
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)/Hazard Analysis
Critical Control Point (HACCP)/British Retail Consortium (BRC)/ Total
Quality Management (TQM), reimbursement of testing charges for

analysis of water, soil, residues of pesticides etc.

(iv) Scheme for Research and Development: for getting export oriented need

based research conducted.

(v) Transport Assistance Scheme: to subsidize freight so as to make the

produce cost competitive in global market.
Suicide by farmers

172028. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@) whether incidents of suicide by farmers are taking place in the country

as agriculture is a non-beneficial profession;
(b) if so, Government's response thereto;

(¢c) whether it is also a fact that farmers have committed suicides in the

recent months of the current year too;
(d) if so, the facts thereof; and

(e) the details of steps decided to be taken by Government to make

agriculture a remunerative profession?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) Reasons of suicide by farmers, as reported by State
Governments and mentioned in various studies, are manifold which, inter-alia,
include indebtedness, crop failure, drought, socio-economic and personal reasons.
No State Government has so far reported any case of suicide by farmers due to

agrarian reasons during 2013.

() Government approved National Policy for Farmers (NPF) 2007, which lays
emphasis on making farming activity more viable and improving economic condition
of farmers on sustainable basis. NPF focuses on increased productivity, profitability,
institutional support, improvement of land, water and support services, appropriate
price policy, risk mitigation etc., for the benefit of farmers in the country. Various
programmes/schemes viz., Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, National Food Security
Mission, National Horticulture Mission, National Mission on Micro-Irrigation etc.,
are being implemented by Government in accordance with this policy with a view
to increasing investment, productivity, production and income in agriculture and
allied sectors. Government has decided to restructure the existing 51 schemes for
development of agriculture into 5 Missions, 5 Central Sector Schemes and 1 State
Plan Scheme for implementation during Twelfth Five Year Plan in order to have a

more focused approach and avoid overlap.
Schemes for development of agriculture and ancillary industries

12029. SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that Government is funding and operating various
schemes at national level for expansion and development of agriculture and other

ancillary industries in the country;

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, the names of those schemes and when each of those schemes

was started; and

(c) the details of funds spent upon each of these schemes till March, 2012
through annual budget?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) Yes, Sir. Details showing names of major
schemes under the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation, year of
commencement and funds spent during Eleventh Plan upto March, 2012 in these

schemes is given in the Statement.
Statement

Major schemes under the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation

Sl. No. Name of the Scheme Year of Total during
commencement XI Plan
(2007-2012) up
to March, 2012

1 2 3 4

1 Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana 200708 22405.76
2 National Food Security Mission 2007-08 4857.24
3 National Horticulture Mission 2005-06 4750.53
4 National Mission on Micro Irrigation 2005-06 3582.16
5 Integrated Oilseeds, Oil Palm, Pulses 2004-05 2519.5

and Maize Development (ISOPOM)

6 Technology Mission on Horticulture 2001-02 1831.99
for North East Region

7 Support to States Extension Programmes  2005-06 1201.61

for Extension Reforms
8 Macro Management of Agriculture 2000-01 4624.89

9 National Bamboo Mission 200607 424.16
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1 2 3 4
10 Technology Mission on Cotton 2000-01 207.58
11 Development and Strengthening of 2005-06 1826.13

infrastructure facilities for production

and distribution of quality seeds
12 Technology Mission on Jute 2006-07 26.79

13 National Horticulture Board 2000-01 682.33

Decline in productivity of foodgrains

2030. SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to

state:

(@) whether productivity of foodgrains has decreased during the last three

years;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the steps Government has taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) The productivity of foodgrains during the last three
years has increased from 1798 kg/hectare in 2009-10 to 2079 kg/hectare in 2011-12.

(¢) In order to increase production and productivity of foodgrains in the
country on sustainable basis, Government has been implementing several Crop
Development Scheme/Programmes such as National Food Security Mission (NFSM),
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), Macro Management of Agriculture (MMA),
Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM), etc. Under
these schemes, funds are provided to States for implementation of State specific
agricultural strategies including incentives to farmers for production/use of quality
seeds, Integrated Nutrient Management (INM), Integrated Pest Management (IPM),

farm mechanization.

Further, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) is implementing
research programmes in different crop specific research institutes in the country.
These research institutes take up the basic and strategic research programmes
related to crop improvement, production and protection technologies which form a

base for applied research in foodgrains crops.
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Cooperation with Canada in agriculture sector

2031. SHRI NAND KUMAR SAl: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether a delegation of the Province of Manitoba, Canada has held a

meeting with the Union Minister in the recent past;

(b) if so, whether both the countries have proposed an enduring

collaboration in all spheres of agriculture:
(¢c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) the details of the status of MoU signed between the two countries in

2009 for co-operation in agriculture and allied sector;

(e) the details of Indian agricultural exports to Canada during 2011-12 and
2012-13 so far; and

(f) the details of agricultural items imported and exported from India during

the said period?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir. A delegation of the Province of Manitoba,
Canada led by Mr. Greg Sellinger, Premier had held a meeting with Shri Tariq
Anwar, Union Minister of State (Agriculture and Food Processing Industries) on
5th February, 2013 in New Delhi.

(b) and (c) During the meeting, issues for collaboration/cooperation which
inter-alia included agri-business, joint research activities, Post-Harvest and
Processing Technology and Food Safety, Drought Management, adaptation and
mitigation to climate change, development of appropriate variety of seeds, dry land

farming, water harvesting, macro irrigation etc. were discussed.

(d) So far two meetings of the JWG have been conducted under the MoU
signed with Canada in 2009 to cooperate in the areas of (i) knowledge Exchange
on emerging technologies; (ii) Agricultural Marketing; and (iii) Animal Development.
3rd meeting of JWG is scheduled to be held in April, 2013 in India.

(e) and (f) As per information provided by Directorate General of Commercial
Intelligence and Statistics under Department of Commerce, details of Indian
agricultural exports to Canada, agricultural items imported and exported from India

during 2011-12 and 2012-13 are given in the Statement-I, II and III respectively.
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Increase in production of wheat and rice

12032. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that production of wheat has increased ten times

during the last 50 years but rice production has increased only four times; and

(b) if so, the steps being taken by Government to enhance the production

of rice?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) During the last 50 years, i.e., 1962-63 to 2011-12, the
production of rice has gone up from 33.21 million tonnes to 105.31 million tonnes
i.e. about 3 times whereas production of wheat has increased from 10.78 million

tonnes to 94.88 million tonnes, i.e., around 9 times.

(b) To increase the production of rice in the country, the Government is
implementing various crop development schemes namely; National Food Security
Mission-Rice (NFSM-Rice) and Integrated Cereals Development Programme-Rice
(ICDP-Rice) under Macro Management of Agriculture (MMA), Bringing Green
Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana) etc.
Further, to increase the productivity of rice in the country, the Indian Council
Agricultural Research (ICAR) has also undertaken Research Programmes for high

yielding, pest resistant varieties etc.
Research to increase yield of pulses

2033. SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) the details of each of the project undertaken by ICAR to strengthen the
basic research in pulses for development of location-specific pulses in the country

in the last ten years, year-wise and the results of each project so undertaken;

(b) the result of other schemes/programmes being undertaken by Government

to increase the yield of pulses;

(¢) whether Government has studied the production pattern of France, USA,
UK where production of pulses is five times in France and UK and nearly three

times in USA; and

fOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(d) if so, details thereof and how Government is planning to replicate the

same in the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has
undertaken several projects to strengthen basic and strategic research at Indian
Institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur and the details are given in the Statement-I
(See below). The information so developed is being utilized by four All India
Coordinated Research Projects (AICRPs) on Pulses to develop location specific

climate resilient crop varieties and production technologies.

(b) A total of 236 high yielding varieties of different pulse crops were
released during last 10 years ending 2012 and the details are given in the
Statement-II (See below). In order to popularize improved varieties and production
technologies, a large number of block demonstrations were conducted at farmers'
fields in major pulse growing states through various schemes like National Food
Security Mission (NFSM) and Accelerated Pulse Production Programme (A3P). As
a result of these measures taken by the Government, the total production of pulses
in India has increased from 13.13 million tonnes in 2004-05 to highest ever 18.24
million tonnes in 2010-11 and 17.21 million tonnes in 2011-12. The productivity has
also increased from 589 kg/ha in 2004-05 to 699 kg/ha in 2011-12.

(¢) The productivity of pulses in the country is less as compared to
France, USA and UK. However, per day productivity of pulses in India is higher
than world average and comparable to referred countries. The low productivity of
pulses cannot be attributed to the non-availability of improved technologies but
several factors such as short growing seasons, varied agro-climatic conditions,
diversity in diseases and pests, weather extremities, larger area under pulses in
rainfed and harsh environments etc., which accounted for non realization of
productivity potential of improved technologies. However, the pulses in referred
countries are largely grown in high input management conditions of long growing

period without any stress (moisture, temperature, diseases and pests).

(d) The average productivity of pulses in India is 699 kg/ha as compared to
the world productivity of 869 kg/ha and average productivity of 1777, 1914 and
2580 kg/ha, respectively in USA, Canada, and France. Efforts have been made for
developing production and protection technologies which can lead to increased
productivity of pulses. Besides, Government of India has started a programme on
climate resilient agriculture which is aimed at developing varieties and technologies

adjusting to weather extremities.
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Statement-1

Research projects on pulses being implemented by Indian

Institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur

Sl. No. Name of the project

1 2

1. Development of pod borer resistant transgenic chickpea and Pigeonpea

2. Functional Genomics in Chickpea

3. Construction of a linkage map and tagging of resistance to MYMV
and powdery mildew in urdbean (Vigna mungo (L.) Hepper)

4. Improving heat tolerance in chickpea for enhancing its productivity in
warm growing conditions and mitigating impact of climate change

5. Deployment of molecular markers in chickpea breeding for developing
superior cultivars with enhanced disease resistance

6. Pre-breeding and genetic enhancement in breaking yield barriers
in Kabuli Chickpea and Lentil through DAC-ICARDA-ICAR
collaborations

7. National Initiative on climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA)

8. Centre of Excellence for High Throughput Allele Determination for
Molecular Breeding

0. Evaluation and production of cytoplasmic genetic male sterility
(CGMS) based hybrids for enhancement of productivity and stability
of yield in pigeonpea

10. Selection and utilization of water logging tolerant cultivars in
pigeonpea

11. Enhancing yield and stability of pigeonpea through heterosis breeding.

12. Pigeonpea genomics initiative

13. To develop MYMV resistant transgenics legumes by incorporating

hairpin ribozyme gene targeted to viral rep mRNA
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1 2

14. Improving tropical legume productivity for marginal environments in
sub Saharan Africa and South Asia. (Tropical Legumes-I)

15. Tagging gene for resistance to wilt in lentil

16. Shuttle breeding for development and identification of high yielding
varieties of pulses for sustainable agriculture in South Asia

17. Understanding plant nematode interactions using RNAi

18. Mitigating abiotic stresses and enhancing resource-use efficiency in
pulses in rice fallows through innovative resource conservation
practices

19. Efficient management of water and nutrients for enhancing
productivity of pigeonpea through drip-fertigation

20. Outreach programme on "Phytophthora, Fusarium and Ralstonia
diseases of horticultural and field crops" — Fusarium wilt of
pigeonpea and chickpea

21. Outreach Pogramme on Diagnosis and management of leaf spot
diseases of field and horticultural crops - Cercospora leaf spot of
mungbean & urdbean.

22. Studies on the variability in Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. ciceri for
identification of race-specific donors for resistance to chickpea wilt
and its management

23. Development and validation of PCR based diagnoistic for major viral
diseases of some important pulses crops

24. Taxonomy, distribution and biology of entomopathogenic nematodes
infesting insect pests of pulses in Uttar Pradesh

25. Scale up production and development of cost effective formulation of
entomopathogenic nematodes (EPN) based bio-pesticides for the pod
borer of chickpea

26. Molecular characterization and sequences diversity of tospoviruses

associated with fabaceous and solanaceous crop
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Conversion of barren land into fertile land

12034. SHRI JUGUL KISHORE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(@) whether Government is taking any corrective steps to make barren land

fertile in Uttar Pradesh to make it cultivable;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the remedial efforts made by Government to promote bio-fertilizers in
Uttar Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) According to definition of land uses barren
land includes all land covered by mountains, deserts, etc. which cannot be brought
under cultivation except at an exorbitant cost and is classified as unculturable land
located in isolated blocks or within cultivable holding. In view of this, there is no
comprehensive scheme/programme for development of barren land into cultivable
land.

(¢c) Government is promoting bio-fertilizers in the country including Uttar
Pradesh through National Project on Organic Farming (NPOF). Under this scheme,
financial assistance upto 25% of the financial outlay with a ceiling of Rs. 40.00
lakh is being provided through National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD) as back ended subsidy for establishment of bio-fertilizers production
units under Capital Investment Subsidy Scheme (CISS) of National Project on

Organic Farming.
Demand for hike in MSP for wheat

2035. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for various varieties of

wheat announced by Government for the 2012-13 season;

(b) whether Government has received any demand from wheat growing
farmers of certain States especially Haryana, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh for adequate
hike in the MSP of wheat;

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(¢c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the steps taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The Minimum Support Price (MSP) of wheat for 2012-
13 season has been fixed at Rs.1350 per quintal. The MSP of wheat is not fixed
variety-wise.

(b) to (d) Representations were received from various states for higher MSP
of wheat. Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) in its Report on
Price Policy for Rabi Crops of 2012-13 Season has indicated that major wheat
growing States have demanded a higher MSP of wheat in the range of Rs. 1650/-
quintal to Rs.2200/- quintal.

Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) while formulating its
recommendation on price policy considers a number of import factors including the
views of the State Governments.

The Government fixes MSPs for major agricultural commodities including
wheat, inter-alia, taking into account the recommendations of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP), the view sof concerned State Governments
and Central Ministries/Departments.

The MSP of wheat fixed at Rs.1350/- per quintal provides adequate return
over the All India Weighted Average paid out cost of production including family
labour estimated by CACP at Rs.716/- per quintal.

The Government ensures MSP through procurement operations undertaken by
the Central, State and cooperative agencies in the states. However, farmers are free
to sell their produce in the open market if it offers a higher price.

Funds to NGOs working in agriculture sector

2036. SHRI SHADI LAL BATRA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has provided any financial assistance to NGOs
working for agriculture sector in the country including Haryana;

(b) if so, the details of funds given to such NGOs during the last three
years, State-wise and NGO-wise, particularly Haryana;

(¢) whether the work done by such NGOs has been assessed by

Government from time to time;
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(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Normally, assistance to NGOs working in the field of
Agriculture is not provided directly by the Government of India. The States are
free to provide such assistance as permitted under some Schemes and Programmes.
However, Indian Council of Agricultural Research provides funds to NGOs for

running Krishi Vigyan Kendras.

(b) Assistance provided to the NGOs under different Schemes of the

Ministry of Agriculture includes the details given in the Statement (See below).
(¢) Yes, Sir.
(d) The details of assessment include the following:

(1) Funds released under the National Horticulture Mission (NHM)
Scheme to the Horticultural Research & Development Foundation
(NHRDF) is subject to annual audit as per the Extant Financial
Rules. Joint Inspection Teams comprising NHM, State Horticulture
Mission and other authorities undertake field visits periodically to

verify the status of work as per the approved action plan.

(i) The work done by the KVKs including those run by NGOs is
reviewed on a regular basis by holding Scientific Advisory

Committees, Review Workshops, Field Visits etc.
() Not applicable.
Statement

Assistance provided to the NGOs in different areas of Agriculture

1. Financial Assistance provided to NHRDF under NHM

Year Release (Rs. in lakh)
2009 - 10 819.05
2010 - 11 897.65
2011 - 12 971.80
2012 - 13 756.00

(as on 7th March, 2013)
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Gap between MSP and market price of agricultural produce

12037. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether there is a huge gap between the Minimum Support Price (MSP)
and the market price of agricultural produce but the farmers are not getting the

benefits of increasing prices;
(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and

(¢c) the steps taken during the last three years to provide remunerative

prices to farmers and to improve their living conditions?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) The price agricultural produce by and large, are
governed by the market forces of demand and supply which, among other reasons,
depends on prevailing weather conditions, role of middlemen, speculation on
impending shortage of food items due to drought situation and rising demand due

to increasing incomes, urbanization etc.

To ensure remunerative price to the farmers the Government fixes Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for major agricultural commodities, inter-alia, taking into
account the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP), the views of concerned State Governments and Central Ministries/
Departments. The MSPs fixed for major agricultural commodities during the last

three years is given in the Statement (See below).

The Government offers to procure the agricultural produce at MSP through
procurement by the designated Central, State and cooperative agencies in the
States if the market pries fall below that level. However, farmers are free to sell

their produce in the open market if it offers a higher price.

In addition, a model Act on agricultural marketing has been formulated and
circulated in 2003 for its adoption by States/UTs. The model Act provides for direct
marketing, contract farming and setting up of markets in private and cooperative
sector etc. It also provides for setting up of farmers/consumers markets, special

commodity markets etc.

To provide direct sale of produce by farmers to the consumers, different State
Governments have set up farmers market which facilities direct sales at remunerative

prices by the producer.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Statement
Minimum Support Prices

(Rs. per quintal)

Commodity Variety 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Paddy Common 1000 1080 1250
Grade A 1030 1110 1280
Jowar Hybrid 880 980 1500
Maldandi 900 1000 1520
Bajra 880 980 1175
Maize 880 980 1175
Arhar (Tur) 3000 & 3200 & 3850
Moong 3170 & 3500 & 4400
Urad 2900 & 3300 & 4300
Cotton Medium Staple 2500 2800 3600
Long Staple 3000 3300 3900
Groundnut 2300 2700 3700
in shell
Soyabean Black 1400 1650 2200
Yellow 1440 1690 2240
Wheat 1120 $ 1285 1350
Gram 2100 2800 3000
Masur (Lenntil) 2250 2800 2900
Rapeseed/Mustard 1850 2500 3000

& Additional incentive of Rs. 500 per quintal payable in respect of kharif pulses sold to
procurement agencies during the harvest/arrival period of two months.

$ An additional incentive of Rs. 50 per quintal over the MSP was payable.

Loss of livestock and crops due to drought and heavy rains

12038. SHRI MOHAN SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(@) the amount of loss to agriculture resulted due to heavy rains and
hailstorm in certain areas of the country at the end of February;

(b) whether there has been a heavy loss of livestock and agriculture due to
severe drought in certain areas of Maharashtra; and

(c) the steps being taken by the Ministry to compensate this loss?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
TARIQ ANWAR): (a) As per available information, rabi crops in an estimated area

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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of 3.24 lakh hectare (ha) in Madhya Pradesh, 3.80 lakh ha in Rajasthan and 1.48
lakh ha in Andhra Pradesh are likely to have suffered damages due to heavy rains
and hailstorms during the month of February, 2013.

(b) and (c) In the wake of rainfall deficit conditions during South West
Monsoon (2012), an estimated 30.5 lakh hectare (ha) had suffered crop damage of
50% and above in 125 drought notified talukas of Maharashtra During Kharif -
2012. Based on the assessment of Inter-Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) and
recommendation of Inter-Ministerial Group (IMG), Government of India has approved
a central assistance of Rs.778.09 crore to Maharashtra from National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF) for mitigating the situation.

During Rabi-2012/13, Government of Maharashtra has reported that an
estimated 15.5 lakh ha to have suffered crop damages of 50% and above in 3905
drought notified villages. An Inter-Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) has visited the
State and assessed the situation

Shortage of agriculture universities and agriculture research institutions

2039. DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@) whether there is shortage of Agriculture Universities and Agriculture
Research Institutions in the country due to which research work in agriculture
sector is being adversely affected;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the steps taken by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c) Do not arise in view of (a) above.
Schemes for development of agriculture

2040. DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(@ whether over 51 schemes for development of agriculture are running
currently;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(¢c) whether Government proposes to restructure these schemes; and
(d) if so, the details thereof along with the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) Department of Agriculture and Cooperation is currently
implementing schemes. These schemes would be continued in the restructured form of
five missions, five central sector schemes and one state plan scheme in order to have

focused approach and to avoid overlap. Details are given in the Statement.
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Decline in productivity of Bt. Cotton

2041. SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RALI:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether as per the recent data released by the Cotton Advisory Board
under Ministry of Textiles, there is a sharp decline in the productivity of Bt.

Cotton after 2006 and increase in its cost of production;
(b) if so, the details thereof;
(¢c) the reasons therefor and the reaction of Government thereto;

(d) whether Government is aware that genetically modified seeds have failed

in the country and have led to suicide by farmers;
(e) if so, the details thereof; and
(f) the response of Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c¢) No, Sir. The productivity of cotton in the
country has increased from 421 kg/hectare in 2006-07 to 488 kg/hectare in 2012-13
(2nd Advance Estimates). During the above period, cost of production of cotton
projected by the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) has
increased from Rs. 2124.54 per quintal to Rs. 2772.16 per quintal.

(d) to (f) No, Sir. As reported by State Governments and mentioned in
various studies, reasons of suicide by farmers are manifold which, inter-alia include

indebtedness, crop failure, drought, socio-economic and personal reasons.
Implementation of Grameen Bhandaran Yojana in Tamil Nadu

2042. SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(@) the number of godowns constructed under the Grameen Bhandaran

Yojana in Tamil Nadu;
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(b) how much is the local credit facility extended to framers in this financial

year, State-wise; and

(c) the steps Government has taken to enlighten the farmers about scientific

storage facility, credit facilities and effective marketing system?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) 1548 godowns have been sanctioned as on January,
2013 under Grameen Bhandaran Yojana in the State of Tamil Nadu. Credit linked subsidy
is provided under the scheme. Rs. 16303.8 lakhs of subsidy have been released in the
country under the scheme during current financial year till January, 2013. State-wise details

of subsidy released are given in the Statement (See below).

(¢) The general awareness programmes on Grameen Bhandaran Yojana for
farmers and the training programmes for the entrepreneurs are conducted by
National Institute of Agricultural Marketing (NIAM), Jaipur in collaboration with
other institutes which include topics about scientific storage facility, credit facilities

and effective marketing system.
Statement

State-wise details of subsidy released

SL. No.  State Subsidy released in (Rs. Lakh)
2012-13 (upto January, 2013)

1 2 3

1 Andhra Pradesh 607.5439
2 Assam 849.1859
3 Bihar 370.586
4 Chhattisgarh 487.839
5 Gujarat 1781.097
6 Haryana 3258.047
7 Himachal Pradesh 0.6914

8 Jammu and Kashmir 591
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1 2 3
9 Jharkhand 1.367
10 Karnataka 1059.681
11 Kerala 11.7411
12 Madhya Pradesh 1972112
13 Maharashtra 234.081
14 Odisha 212,069
15 Punjab 4810384
16 Rajasthan 1102209
17 Tamil Nadu 167.5706
18 Uttar Pradesh 1492972
19 Uttarakhand 593.641
20 West Bengal 52.0358
TotaL 160303.8

Promotion of organic farming

2043. SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(@) the total amount of funds spent by the Ministry to promote organic
farming;

(b) the total exchequer Government earns through export of organic

products; and

(c) the steps taken to promote organic farming in the country especially in
Tamil Nadu?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The total financial assistance provided by Government
through various schemes is Rs. 35179.74 lakh during 2011-12.
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(b) As per information provided by APEDA, the export of organic products
was Rs. 1866.33 crores for the year 2011-12.

(¢) Government is taking steps for promoting organic farming in the country
including Tamil Nadu through various schemes viz. National Project on Organic
Farming (NPOF), National Horticulture Mission (NHM), Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana (RKVY). Under NHM financial assistance is provided for setting up of
vermi-compost units @50% of the cost subject to a maximum of Rs. 30,000/- per
beneficiary; funds are also provided @ 50% of the cost subject to maximum of
Rs. 10,000 per hectare for a maximum area of 4 hectare per beneficiary or adoption
of organic farming. Similar norms of assistance are applicable for assistance given
under RKVY. Under National Project on Organic Farming (NPOF), financial
assistance is also provided as back ended subsidy through NABARD for setting
up/strengthening of existing Bio-fertilizer and /or Bio-pesticide Production Units,
assistance upto @ 25% of total financial outlay or Rs. 40.00 lakh, whichever is less;
and for setting up of Fruit and Vegetables Wastes/Agro-Wastes Compost
Production Units @ 33% of total financial outlay or Rs. 60.00 lakh, whichever is

less.
Decline in fertility of soil

12044. SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH MAHRA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government is aware that quality of soil in Uttarakhand and

other parts of the country is falling down day by day;

(b) if so, whether Government would establish Central Government
laboratories in each district of these States including Uttarakhand to check the

quality of soil;
(c) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the reasons for which farmers in Uttarakhand are not able to grow

ginger and soyabeen?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Indiscriminate and imbalanced use of agrochemical and

chemical fertilizers coupled with low addition of organic matter over years may

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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result into micronutrient deficiencies and deterioration of soil health in the country
including Uttarakhand. As per information received from Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR), Soil fertility status of Uttarakhand showed 33 percent
of districts low in available nitrogen and 75 per cent of districts low in

phosphorus and potassium.

(b) and (c) Uttarakhand already has soil testing laboratories in all the 13
districts. As per available details there are 1087 soil testing laboratories in all States

of the country.

(d) As per statical data of 2011-12, Ginger and soybean are already grown
by farmers in suitable areas of Uttarakhand in 2087 ha. and 12279 ha. respectively.

MSP for Soya

2045. SHRI BHAGAT SINGH KOSHYARI: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:
(a) whether Government is planning to review the MSP for Soya;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢c) whether Government is proposing schemes to encourage farmers to grow

Soya;
(d) if so, the details thereof;
(e) the details of the production of Soya, State-wise; and

(f) the details of the total amount of Soya imported/exported along with the

prices?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) The Government of India fixes Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for agricultural commodities including Soyabean on the
recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) to
ensure remunerative prices to the growers for their produce. Government has
already announced the Minimum Support Price (MSP) of Soyabean for the 2012-13
season. The MSP of Soyabean has been increased for the Black variety from
Rs.1650 per quintal in 2011-12 to Rs.2200 per quintal for 2012-13. Similarly for
Yellow variety it has been increased from Rs.1690 per quintal in 2011-12 to Rs.2240
per quintal for 2012-13.
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(c) and (d) To increase production of oilseeds including soyabean in the
country, the Government of India is implementing a Centrally Sponsored Integrated
Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM) in 14 major oilseeds
growing States. Under this scheme, financial assistance is provided to farmers for
purchase of breeder seed, production of foundation seed, production and
distribution of certified seed, distribution of seed minikits, distribution of plant
protection chemicals, plant protection equipments, weedicides, supply of micro
nutrients and improved agriculture implements, supply of rhizobium culture/
phosphate solubilising bacteria, distribution of gypsum/pyrite/liming/dolomite,
distribution of sprinkler sets and water carrying pipes, training, publicity, etc.
including free distribution of seed minikits of oilseeds and maize to encourage all
type of farmers including small and marginal farmers to grow these crops. Further,
in order to disseminate information on improved production technologies amongst
the farmers, block demonstrations and Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
demonstrations are organized through State Department of Agriculture and Front
Line Demonstrations through ICAR.

() The State-wise details of the production of Soyabean for 2011-12 and
2012-13 are as under:

(In 000 Tonnes)

S.No. States 2011-12 2012-13*
1 Andhra Pradesh 2100 291.0
2 Chhattisgarh 75.6 128.1
3 Gujarat 330 84.0
4 Karnataka 172.0 192.0
5 Madhya Pradesh 6280.6 71139
6 Maharashtra 3969.0 37104
7 Rajasthan 13852 13403
8 Uttar Pradesh 220 230
9 Uttarakhand 180 17.0
10 Others 48.1 573
11 ALL INDIA 122135 12957.0

*#*2nd Advance Estimates for 2012-13.



106 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(f) The data regarding export and import of Soyabean are as under:

Year Export Import
Quantity In value Unit Quantity In Value Unit Import
(in MT) (US$ Export  (in MT) (US$ Value
Million) Value Million) (US$/MT)
(US$/MT)
2010-11 15375.56 8.52 554.13 4.58 001 218341
2011-12 37902.97 22.89 60391 121 0.10 826.45
2012-13 33509.22 2523 75293 837 0.62 740.74
(April-Dec.)

Reasonable price to farmers of their produce

2046. SHRI KUMAR DEEPAK DAS: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the details of steps taken to provide reasonable price of the produce of

farmers directly to them;

(b) whether Government is aware of the fact that although there are certain

policies but farmers are still not getting actual price of their produce; and
(¢c) if so, the effective steps taken therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (c) To ensure remunerative prices to farmers, the
Government fixes Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) for major agricultural
commodities, inter-alia, taking into account the recommendations of the
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP), the views of concerned State
Governments and Central Ministries/Departments. The Government offers to procure
the agricultural produce at MSP through procurement by the designated central,
state and cooperative agencies in the States if the market prices fall below that
level. However, farmers are free to sell their produce in the open market if it offers

a higher price.

A model Act on agricultural marketing has been formulated and circulated in

2003 for its adoption by States/UTs. The model Act provides for direct marketing,
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contract farming and setting up of markets in private and cooperative sector etc. It
also provides for setting up of farmers/consumers markets, special commodity

markets etc.
Grameen Bhandaran Yojana

2047. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:
(a) the total amount sanctioned and spent under ‘Grameen Bhandaran Yojana’;

(b) the total storage capacity created and godowns set up, under the

scheme;

(¢) whether Government is considering to increase the capacity of these

godowns; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the funds provided by the Union

Government thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Under 'Grameen Bhandaran Yojana' an amount of
Rs.1203.95 crore has been sanctioned to National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) and National Cooperative Development Corporation
(NCDC) as on January, 2013, out of which they have utilized Rs. 1131.48 crore.

(b) Under the scheme, 30574 godowns with a capacity of 383.62 lakh tonnes

have been sanctioned as on January, 2013.

(c) and (d) During 2011-12, Rs. 190.74 crore was sanctioned by the
Government for storage capacity of 33.92 lakh metric tonnes under the scheme,
which has been increased to Rs. 240.95 crore in 2012-13 for storage capacity of
66.44 lakh metric tonnes. Further, during 2013-14, Rs. 350.00 crore has been

allocated for the scheme.
Veterinary universities

2048. SHRIMATI NAZNIN FARUQUE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(@) whether a number of veterinary universities have been set up in the

Eleventh Five Year Plan in the country;
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(b) if so, the details thereof, State-wise;

(¢c) the details of number of students getting education from those

universities; and

(d) the steps being taken by Government for development of veterinary

universities already set up?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The State-wise details of the Universities set-up during the Eleventh

Plan period are given in the Statement-I (See below).

(¢) The number of students getting education from these veterinary
universities (for the year 2011-12) is given in the Statement-II (See below) (Source;
data available on NISAGENET)

(d) The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) provides support to
the State Agricultural Universities (SAUs) including veterinary universities under its
Plan scheme, 'Strengthening and Development of Higher Agricultural Education in
India' for Educational quality and reforms, Infrastructure development in order to
improve Human Resource Development through faculty development, faculty

exchange, scholarships and personality development etc.
Statement-1

State-wise details of universities set up during the Eleventh Plan

SI. No. University Establishment Year  State
1. Kamdhenu Vishwavidyalaya, Raipur 2012 Chhattisgarh
2. Lala Lajpat Rai University of 2010 Haryana

Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Hissar

3. Nanaji Deshmukh Pashu-Chikitsa Vigyan 2009 Madhya Pradesh
Vishwavidyalaya, Jabalpur

4. RAJUVAS, Rajasthan University of 2010 Rajasthan

Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Bikaner

5. Kerala Veterinary and Animal Sciences 2010 Kerala
University (KVASU), Thiruvananthapuram
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Statement-11

Details for the year 2011-12 of the number of students getting
education from these veterinary Universities established based
on the data available on NISAGENET.

Sl. No. University Intake capacity
uG PG Doctoral Total
1. Kamdhenu Vishwavidyalaya, 9 41 21 141
Raipur
2. Lala Lajpat Rai University of 82 ) 26 187
Veterinary and Animal Sciences,
Hisar
3. Nanaji Deshmukh Pashu- 154 131 0 285
Chikitsa Vigyan Vishwavidyalaya,
Jabalpur
4. RAJUVAS, Rajasthan 555 140 29 724

University of Veterinary

and Animal Sciences, Bikaner

5. Kerala Veterinary and Animal 145 86 31 262
Sciences University (KVASU),

Thiruvananthapuram

Use of fertilizers in agriculture sector

2049. SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:

(a) whether Government has the statistics of the fertilizers, quantities-wise,

used by the Farming sector during the last ten years;

(b) whether Government has analyzed the reasons of the increase or

decrease of hectare-wise fertilizer usage; and
(¢c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The use (consumption) of major fertilizers namely Urea,
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Di-ammonium Phosphate (DAP), Muriate of Potash (MOP), Complexes and Single
Super Phosphate (SSP) fertilizers during the last ten years i.e. 2002-03 to 2011-12 is

given in the Statement (See below).

(b) and (c) The better extension activities, improved soil testing facilities etc.
have enhanced the awareness among the farmers about the balanced use of
fertilizers, requirement of nutrients for better crop productivity. This has generally
resulted in the increase in the consumption of fertilizers, which has led to increase
in the foodgrain production in the country. However, the consumption of DAP and
MOP fertilizers had decreased in year 2011-12 due to increase in their prices in

comparison to Urea.

Statement
Statistics of fertilizers used by the farming sector

(Figures in Lakh Metric Tonnes)

Year Urea DAP MOP Complexes SSP Total
Consumption
2002-03 199.17 54.73 19.12 48.10 2499 346.11
2003-04 197.67 56.25 1841 4757 2544 34534
2004-05 206.65 62.56 24.06 55.08 24.59 372.94
2005-06 22297 6724 2731 66.94 27.56 412.02
2006-07 243.38 73.81 25.86 67.99 29.10 440.14
2007-08 259.63 7497 2881 65.71 22.88 452.00
2008-09 26649 9231 40.77 68.05 26.17 493.79
2009-10 266.73 104.92 46.34 80.25 26.51 524775
2010-11 281.12 108.70 3932 97.64 3825 565.03
2011-12 295.65 10191 30.29 103.95 4746 579.26

Source: State Government.
Reservation policy in ASRB

2050. SHRI AMBETH RAJAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased

to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that Agricultural Scientist Recruitment Board (ASRB)

is not following the reservation policy while recruiting scientists;
(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the details of the recruitment of Agriculture scientists made by the

ASRB during the last three years, post-wise and category-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Not applicable.

(¢) The details of recruitments made during the last three years are given in

the Statement.
Statement
Details of recruitment made during the last three years

(A) Recruitment of agricultural scientists (Entry level) made through 'ARS

Examination' during the last three years

General OBC SC ST PH Total

327 200 127 &8 13 755

(B) Recruitment of agricultural scientists under direct recruitment* made during

the last three years

S1. No. Post Total
1 2 3
1 Deputy Director Generals 03
2 National Director 01
3 Directors of ICAR Institute of Deemed 02

University Status
4 Assistant Director Generals 0
5 Directors of ICAR Institutes 40

6 Project Directors 0%
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1 2 3
7 Zonal Project Directors 03
8 Joint Directors of ICAR Institutes of 05

Deemed University Status

9 Joint Directors of ICAR Institute 03
10 Project Coordinators 16
11 Head of Divisions/Head of Regional Stations 122
12 Principal Scientists 91
13 Senior Scientists 189
14 Programme Coordinators 12

TotaL 505

* Senior Scientific Positions have been exempted from the purview of reservation orders in
terms of Department of Personnel and Training Office Memorandum dated 23.06.1975.

Contribution of agriculture in GDP

2051. SHRI AAYANUR MANJUNATHA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE

be pleased to state:

(a) whether contribution of agriculture to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
is declining;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(¢c) whether Government has formulated any scheme for investment in
agriculture to augment its contribution to the GDP; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) As per the First Revised Estimates released by
the Central Statistics Office (CSO) on 31st January, 2013, the contribution of
Agriculture and Allied Sector to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the country
at 2004-05 prices declined from 14.6% in 2009-10 to 14.5% in 2010-11 and further to
14.1% in 2011-12. Further, as per the Advance Estimates released by CSO on 7th
February, 2013, contribution of agriculture to the GDP is likely to decline to 13.7%
in 2012-13. The decline in contribution of agriculture to GDP is on account of

comparatively higher growth in GDP of non-agriculture sectors.
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(c) and (d) Government has launched several schemes to augment investment
in agriculture such as, the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY), National Food
Security Mission (NFSM), Development and Strengthening of Infrastructure facilities
for Production and Distribution of Quality Seed, National Horticulture Mission
(NHM), Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil Palm and Maize (ISOPOM),
Gramin Bhandaran Yojana etc. in the country.

Decline in production of foodgrains

2052. SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that after a record production of foodgrains in the
two consecutive years, the production is likely to decline this year;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and
(c) whether Government is taking any steps to overcome the situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) and (b) Details of production of foodgrains during the
last two years and the current year are as under:

Year Production (Million Tonnes)
2010-11 244.49
2011-12 259.32
2012-13* 250.14

*2nd Advance Estimates.

Total production of foodgrains during the current year has been lower due to
decline in kharif production on account of delayed/deficient rainfall during monsoon

se€ason.

(¢) To overcome the shortfall in agricultural production during 2012-13, the
States were suggested to prepare district-wise Contingency Plans based on the
Contingency Agriculture Plan prepared by Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation. States were advised to take into account districts-specific Crop
Contingent Plans developed by Central Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture
(CRIDA) and Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). Further, the States
were also advised to achieve higher Rabi production through additional area

coverage in the major crop producing States of the country.
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Support price to farmers

72053. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:
(a) the list of price hike for chemical fertilizers during the last five years;

(b) whether farmers are not getting remunerative price of their produce
owing to price hike of manure, fertilizers and pesticides due to which they are

indebted and forced to commit suicide; and

(c) the reasons for not giving support price of crops to farmers according
to cost incurred by them in case Government is unable to control price hike in

chemicals and fertilizers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) The annual average of the Index Number of
Wholesale Prices (Base 2004-05=100) for fertilizers, for the agriculture years (July to
June) from 2007-08 to 2011-12 and for 2012-13 (July to January) are given as under:

2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
(upto
Jan 2013)
Fertilizers 106.6 1069 110.0 1192 1372 150.6

(b) and (c) The effect of rising input cost of cultivation is balanced by way
of Minimum Support Price (MSP) that help the farmers to receive adequate returns
on their investment. Central Government agencies and State level bodies through
their procurement operations in the market help the farmers sell their produce at
MSP especially when market prices rule below MSP for that commodity.
Government also promotes various technologies and agronomic practices like
Integrated Pest Management, Integrated nutrient Management, Mechanization, water
conservation etc. to improve agricultural production and productivity and thereby
bring down the cost of production. Moreover, Government also improves the
economic viability of farming through assistance to farmers under several
programmes such as National Horticulture Mission, National Food Security Mission

and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Setback to commercialisation of GM cotton crop

2054. SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether country's first attempt to commercialise a GM crop namely BNBt.
also known as BNLA 106 ended in a disaster because the said seed was
substantially the same as the Monsanto cotton seed commercially known as MDN
531; and

(b) if so, the penal actions initiated against those 'specialists’ who had
attempted a deception on the cotton farming community and also tarnished the fair
name of ICAR which is the main research organization of the country in the field

of agronomical sciences?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) GM cotton crop BNBt (BNLA 106 event) was
developed by University of Agricultural Sciences (UAS), Dharwad and
commercialised through Central institute for Cotton Research (CICR), Nagpur in
May, 2009. It reached to about 8000 hectares, which is about 0.08% of the total
cotton area in the country. Due to non-satisfactory performance of the variety in
the field and reported presence of Monsanto's MON 531 event, further commercial

cultivation was stopped by end of 2009.

(b) Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) constituted an Expert
Committee under the Chairmanship of Dr. S.K. Sopory to look into various aspects
of development of BNBt. Cotton variety. The report that has been submitted by the
Committee is being looked into for way forward and bringing about further
stringent guidelines in research of genetically modified crops. Appropriate action
will be taken for any wrongdoing. ICAR is continuing research on cotton
improvement including high density cotton cultivation, organic and desi cotton

cultivation besides transgenes pyramiding.
Criteria for allocation of fund under NDRF

12055. DR. VIJAYLAXMI SADHO: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) the criteria for allocation of fund under National Disaster Relief Fund

(NDRF);

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) the manner in which the damage of crops of farmers is assessed;
(¢c) the year since when this method of assessment is going on; and

(d) whether in view of the present conditions, the method of assessment

would be changed and compensation for damage would be increased?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) to (d) Allocation of fund to States from National
Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) is based on the assessment of Inter-Ministerial

Central Team (IMCT) and recommendations of Inter-Ministerial Group (IMG).

State Governments assess damage caused to crops in the wake of natural
calamities for administering relief from State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). IMCT
is deputed for making on the spot assessment of the damages upon receipt of a
detailed memorandum from the State Governments indicating sector-wise damages

caused due to natural calamities and requirement of additional central assistance.

Financial assistance from NDRF/SDRF is provided towards relief and is not to
be construed as compensation for crop loss. The objective of NDRF/SDREF is to
assist affected farmers to commence farming operation by way of providing
agriculture input subsidy etc. Expenditure from NDRF/SDRF is to be incurred in
accordance with the items and norms of assistance as approved by the

Government of India.

Re-distribution of funds under additional State

levy to fertilizer units

2056. SHRI BHARATSINH PRABHATSINH PARMAR:
SHRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA:
SHRI PARSHOTTAM KODABHAI RUPALA:
Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) the action taken by the Ministry for timely re-distribution of funds
under the scheme of additional State levy to fertilizer units within stipulated time
period, as they are depositing collected fund timely but it is not re-distributed to

them timely;

(b) how much additional State levies have been paid to State Governments
by fertilizer units from 1 April, 2012 to till date and how much has been

re-distributed to them, unit-wise; and
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(¢c) under the scheme of additional State levy, how much fund has been
collected by fertilizer units from Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh w.e.f. 1 April, 2012 to

till date, unit-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) The funds collected by the companies
and deposited with FICC office, as per the scheme of ACTN policy notified by the
Department of Fertilizers on 29.03.2011 for reimbursement of additional taxation
levied by State Government on input of urea production, are re-distributed

regularly.

(b) Urea manufacturing units have paid Rs. 309.94 crore to the State
Government of Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat towards additional VAT. FICC has
reimbursed Rs. 135.73 crore till date to urea units. Unit-wise details for the period
from 01-04-2012 to 28.02.2013 is given in the Statement (See below).

(¢) An amount of Rs. 256.29 in total has been collected by various units
on sale of urea and deposited with FICC office for the period from 01.04.2012 to
12.03.2013, details are given in the above Statement.

Statement

Additional VAT incurred by unit, ACTN reimbursed to unit and
ACTN collected by unit and deposited with FICC

(Rs. in crore)

Sl. No. Unit Amount paid Amount reimbursed Amount collected
by unit to to unit by FICC by urea unit on
State Govt. on the basis of sale of urea and
actual production.  deposited with FICC
Period From April, 12 From April, 12 to From April, 12
to February, 13 September, 12 to March, 13
1 2 3 4 5
A Gujarat
1 KRIBHCO 26.12 822 20.82
2 Kalol 0.17 0.17 4.58
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1 2 3 4 5
3 GSEC 897 215 9.25
4 GNVEC 2427 12.02 11.15
ToraL A 59.53 22.56 45.80
B Uttar Pradesh
1 Aonla unit 5261 24.62 45.10
2 Phulpur unit 11042 53.85 20.27
3 TCL 13.13 10.09 18.61
4 KSFL 14.82 1121 19.11
5 Indogulf 5943 1340 2228
ToraL B 25041 113.17 125.37
C Others not 0.00 0.00 85.12

producing urea
in UP & Gujarat

ToraL A+B+C  309.94 135.73 256.29

Funds disbursed to FACT

2057. SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS

be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has given any compensation for naphtha to

Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore Ltd. (FACT) during the last three years;
(b) if so the details thereof;

(¢c) whether the compensation has been reviewed and the amount has been

increased recently;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(¢) how much funds have been distributed to FACT under this scheme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
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FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (d) Yes, Sir. Under the Nutrient Based
Subsidy Policy being implemented with effect from 1.4.2010, the Government has
provided a separate additional subsidy to the indigenous manufacturers (MFL,
GNFC and FACT) for higher cost of captive Ammonia produced through Naphtha/
FO/LSHS for a period of 2 years (i.e. upto 31.3.2012) during which period units

were expected to convert to gas or use imported Ammonia.

The Government has allowed additional continuation of compensation to
FACT for using Naphtha as feedstock for production of NPK fertilizers upto
30.6.2013.

Though, the quantum of additional subsidy is yet to be finalized by
Department of Fertilizers in consultation with Department of Expenditure, based on
study and recommendations by the Tariff Commission, the Department has been
providing additional compensation to these units on provisional basis. The

provisional rate of additional compensation is as under:

Company Grade of Rate of Additional compensation
fertilizers Additional applicable for the period
compensation
(adhoc) (Rs/MT) From To

MFL 17.17.17 4640 142010 31.3.2012
20.20.0.13 5434 142010 31.3.2012

FACT 20.20.0.13 3121 1.42010 30.6.2013
AS20.6.0.0.23 3658 1.4.2010 30.6.2013

GNEFC 20.20.0.0 2534 142010 31.3.2012

(¢) The total amount of compensation provided to FACT for use of

Naphtha during the last three years as under:
2010-11: Rs 283.452 crore

2011-12: Rs 346.862 crore.
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Appointment of consultants in NIPER, Mohali

2058. DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@) the details of Consultants hired by the National Institute of
Pharmaceuticals Education and Research (NIPER), Mohali during the last three

years, year-wise;

(b)  the policy approved by the Board of Governors (BoG) NIPER, for
hiring retired persons/faculty on ad hoc basis without advertisement/competitive

selection and financial clearances;

(¢) whether full salary/contract amount and pension amount is being
subjected to deduction of Tax deducted at source as per the Income Tax rules and

if so, the details thereof;

(d) the action, Board of Governors has taken in the matter against violation

of various laws; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (e) National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER), Mohali has reported that seven
Consultants were hired as per provisions contained in the General Financial Rules,
2005. The appointment of consultants is reported to Board of Governors (BoG) for
information ratification. Details indicating names of consultants hired and other

relevant information are given in the Statement.
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Appointment of Consultants in NIPER, Mohali

2059. DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) the total number of consultants hired by the National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER), Mohali after January, 2010 along

with their names;

(b) whether these consultants were hired in competitive manner and after
advertisement in national newspapers as per Government of India rules/guidelines;

and

(c) the total tenure, amount paid and financial clearances of the Board of
Governors of NIPER approved to these consultants along with appointment letter

or multiple appointment letters?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) to (c) National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education and Research (NIPER), Mohali has reported that seven
Consultants were hired as per provisions contained in General Financial Rules,
2005. The appointment of consultants is reported to Board of Governors (BoG) for
information and ratification. Details indicating names of consultants hired after

January, 2010 and other relevant information are given in the Statement.
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Production of fertilizers in the country

12060. SHRI MAHENDRA SINGH MAHRA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether farmers are getting fertilizers in adequate quantity at present;

(b) whether fertilizers are being produced in the country as per the demand
of farmers;

(¢c) if not, names of the countries from where fertilizers are being imported,
quantity-wise; and

(d) the steps proposed to be taken by Government to produce fertilizers in
adequate quantity in the country itself?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Yes, Sir. Details showing requirement,
availability and sales of fertilizers from April, 2012 to February, 2013, is given in
the Statement-I (See below).

(b) There is gap between the fertilizers being produced in the country vis-a-
vis the demand (requirement) of fertilizers. The indigenous production of fertilizes is
less than the annual demand (requirement) of fertilizers. The statement showing annual
demand (requirement) and indigenous production of fertilizer is given in the Statement-
II (See below).

(¢) The statement in respect of country-wise quantity of fertilizers imported
during the last three years and current year (upto February, 2013) is given in the
Statement-III, IV and V respectively.

(d) The Government is fully aware that country is dependent on imports of
fertilizers. In case of Urea, the country is import dependent to the extent of about
25% of its total requirement. In potash sector, the country is fully import dependent
as there are no known reserves of Potash within the country. In Phosphatic sector,
country is import dependent to the extent of 90%, either in the form of finished
fertilizers or its raw material, as there are very limited reserves of rock phosphates.

The gap between requirement and domestic availability of fertilizers is being
met through imports. In order to reduce import dependence, the fertilizer companies
are encouraged to form Joint Ventures (JV) abroad in resource rich countries. Such
JVs may be in the form of investment in production facilities with long term buy
back arrangement. The Government is also encouraging its Public Sector
Undertakings for acquisition of fertilizer mineral assets abroad.

In Urea Sector, at the behest of the Government, a JV namely OMIFCO
(Oman India Fertilizers Company) has been formed in Oman with long term off-take
agreement of 16.5 LMT of Urea and 2.4 LMT of Ammonia at a fixed price.

In order to attract new domestic investment in Urea Sector, Government has
notified a New Investment Policy on 2nd January, 2013. The policy also encourages
JVs abroad and offtake arrangements from such JVs in countries rich in natural gas.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Statement-11

Requirement and production of fertilizers during the year 2012-13 (Upto February)

(Figures in LMT)

Product Requirement Production
Urea 304.28 204.96
DAP 119.83 3332
MOP 4031 0
NPK 106.71 59.08

Statement-111

Country-wise details of Import of Urea

Country Name 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
Bahrain 1.59 142 0.88 0
Bangladesh 0.26 0 0 0
China 5.34 25.07 12.8 37.67
CIS 945 293 11.08 707
Egypt 045 0 0 0
Indonesia 0.57 1.24 1.06 0.62
Iran 2.76 11.12 1997 15.77
Kuwait 0.78 0 1.02 0
Lithuania 046 0 044 0
Malaysia 0.55 0 0.15 0
Oman* 23.38 23.65 24.15 17.10
Qatar 299 0 133 0
Romania 051 0 094 0
Russia 0 0 1.95 0
Saudi-Arabia 3.01 043 1.17 0
UAE 0 024 047 0
Vietnam 0 0 093 041
GraAND ToTAL 521 66.1 7834 78.64

* including urea imported from Sur, Oman under Long Term Urea Off Take Agreement.
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Statement-1V

Country-wise import of fertilizers year 2009 to 2012-13 (till February)
DAP, MAP, TSP, NPK (Qty. in LMTS.)

SL. No. Country of Origin 2009-10 2010-11

DAP MAP TSP DAP MAP TSP
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 Australia - - - 0.84 - -
2 Canada - - - - - -
3 China 1.02 - 0.87 2525 0.34 0.72
3 Estonia - 0.36 - - - -
4 CIS 1.04 - - 023 - -
5 Germnay - - - - - -
6 Greece - - - - - -
7 Israel - - - - - 0.26
8 Korea - - - 051 - -
9 Mexico 0.10 - - 1.96 - -
10 South Africa - - - - - -
11 Tallin - - - - - -
12 Thailand - - - - - -
13 Saudi Arabia - - - - - -
14 Tunisia 094 - - 1.32 - -
15 Ukraine . - - 0.53 - -
16 Turkey 0.27 - - 0.25 - -
17 USA 30.20 - - 2430 - -
18 Vietnam - - - 0.11 - -
19 Dubai - - - 0.03 - -
20 Lithuania - - - 224 - -
21 Jordan 13.90 - - 6.06 - -
2 Russia 1142 157 - 703 1.37 -
23 Iran - - - - 0.01 ;

R

Indonesia - - - - - -
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Statement-1V

Country-wise import of fertilizers year 2009 to 2012-13 (till February)

DAP, MAP, TSP, NPK (Qty. in LMTS.)

131

2011-12 2012-13 (till February)
NPK/NPS DAP  MAP NPK DAP MAP TSP NP
9 10 11 13 14 15 16 17

- 1.06 - - 044 ; ] ]

- 083 - - - - - -
6.09 2427 360 B34 25.19 152 - 130
141 - 038 0.66 033 - - 098

- - 045 - - - - -
026 - - - - - - -

] _ - 025 - - - 033

- 277 - - 932 - - -
107 028 - 0.60 - - - -

- 20.60 - 0.09 1031 - - -

- 2.66 - - ; _ ] ]

- 458 - - 2.79 - - -
027 591 051 1.99 1.19 - - 137

0.51
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
25 Morocco - - - 345 - R
26 Philipines - - - - - -
27 Uzbekistan - - - - 0.16 -
ToraL 5889 193 0.87 74.11 1.88 098

Statement-V

Country -wise MoP import during 2009 to 2012-2013 (till February) (Qty. in LMTS.)

SI. No. Country 2009-10 2010-11
Industrial Direct  Total Industrial ~ Direct  Total
Use Use
1 Canada 147 498 644 3.89 596 9.86
2 Chile 036 0.02 0.38 - - -
3 China - - - - - ,
4 CIS + Belarus 383 1142 1525 474 114 1577
5 Germany 044 0.59 1.03 0.63 0.80 143
6 Israel 245 13.99 1644 297 1097 1394
7 Jordan 3.19 4.89 8.08 423 546 9.69
8 Latvia - - - - - -
9 Lithuania - - - 0.38 1.61 1.99
10 Russia 036 293 329 1.66 8.01 9.67
11 Saudi Arabia - - - - - -
12 Singapore - - - - 041 041
13 Spain - 025 025 0.07 0.74 0.81
14 UK - 023 023 - - -
15 Ukraine - 090 0.90 - - -
16 USA - 022 022 - - -
17 Ventspils - 0.36 0.36 - - -

TotaL 12.10 40.77 52.86 18.57 4500 6357
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9 10 11 2 13 14 15 16 17
- 6.09 - - - 622 - - -

020 - - - - - - - -

981 6905 494 160 3673 5579 152 - 405

Statement-V

Country -wise MoP import during 2009 to 2012-2013 (till February)
(Qty. in LMTS.)

2011-12 2012-13 (Till February)
Industrial Direct Total Industrial Direct Total
Use Use
2.69 290 5.59 0.69 1.70 2.39
048 0.36 0.84 - - -
1.11 226 337 0.25 0.85 1.10
- 1.10 1.10 0.28 0.61 0.89
2.16 6.77 893 1.80 345 525
3.14 0.82 3.96 0.30 2.05 2.14
040 1.87 227 - - -
1.06 034 1.40 - 034 034
1.53 953 11.06 171 820 991
- - - - 0.67 0.67
- 0.25 0.25 - - -
033 0.74 1.07 - 0.27 0.27
1291 26.94 39.85 5.02 18.14 2295
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Essential medicines under price control mechanism

2061. SHRI N. BALAGANGA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the total number of essential medicines covered under the

price control mechanism so far;

(b) whether Government has any proposal to bring in all the essential

medicines under the price control regime to protect the interests of patients; and
() if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) Under the provisions of the Drugs
(Prices Control) Order, 1995 (DPCO, 1995) the prices of 74 bulk drugs as listed in
its First Schedule and the formulations containing any of these scheduled drugs

are controlled. There is no classification as "essential medicines" in the Drugs
(Price Control) Order, 1995.

(b) and (c¢) The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy, 2012 (NPPP-2012) has
been notified on 7th December, 2012. As per provisions of NPPP-2012, all the
medicines as specified under National List of Essential Medicines-2011 (NLEM-2011)
shall be under price control. NLEM contains 614 formulations of specified
strengths and dosage forms, spread over 27 therapeutic categories and satisfy the

priority healthcare needs of majority of the population of the country.
Legislation for price control and monitoring of drugs

2062. SHRI A. ELAVARASAN: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has decided to bring in a new legislation for price
control and monitoring of drugs replacing the existing regulatory frame work, Drug
Price Control Order (DPCO) to meet the requirements of the new Pharmaceutical

Pricing Policy;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) will be

implementing authority for the new policy and the new DPCO; and
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(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) To implement the provisions of
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy, 2012, the process of finalising a new Drug

(Price Control) Oder has started.

(c) and (d) National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority is the implementation
authority of existing Drug (Price Control) Order the National Pharmaceutical Pricing

Policy, 2012 and the new Drugs (Prices Control) Order.
Promotion of low cost generic drugs

2063. DR. T.N. SEEMA: Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS

be pleased to state:

(@) whether differences have been found at large scale in the prices of

essential medicines in the country;
(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(c) the share of generic and non-generic medicines in the total medicine

sale in the country during each of the last three years and the current year;

(d) whether Government is taking any steps to control the prices of drugs

and to promote the use of low-cost generic drugs; and
(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) There is no classification as
"essential medicines" in the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 1995. However, under the
provisions of the DPCO, 1995 the prices of 74 bulk drugs as listed in its First
Schedule and the formulations containing any of these scheduled drugs are
controlled. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) fixes or revises prices
of scheduled drugs/formulations as per the provisions of the DPCO, 1995. No one
is authorized to sell any scheduled drug/ formulation at a price higher than the
price fixed by NPPA. Therefore, in the case of scheduled medicines based on same
chemical combinations, there may be bare minimum difference in prices among

different brands.
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In respect of drugs-not covered under the DPCO, 1995 i.e. non-scheduled
drugs, manufacturers fix the launch prices themselves without seeking the approval
of Government/NPPA. There is no control over the launch price of non-scheduled
medicines. Therefore, differences in prices among different brands of medicine

based on same chemical combinations in non-scheduled category are not ruled out.

(¢) The information on the share of generic and non-generic medicines in

the total medicine sale in the country is not maintained centrally.

(d) and (e) The prices of scheduled drugs/ formulations are controlled and
fixed/revised by NPPA as per the provisions of the DPCO, 1995. As a part of
price-monitoring activity, NPPA also regularly examines the movement in prices of
non-scheduled formulations. Wherever a price increase beyond 10% in a period of
one year on moving basis is noticed, the manufacturer is asked to bring down the
price voluntarily failing which, subject to prescribed conditions, action is initiated
under paragraph 10(b) of the DPCO, 1995 for fixing the price of the formulation in

public interest.

In order to provide relief to the common man in the area of healthcare, a
countrywide campaign in the name of 'Jan Aushadhi Campaign' has been initiated
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Government of India, in collaboration with
the State Governments, by way of opening up of Jan Aushadhi Generic Stores in
the Government Hospitals by way of supply of generic medicines through Central
Pharma Public Sector Undertakings, to make available quality generic medicines at
affordable prices to all. So far, 149 Jan Aushadhi Stores have been opened in
different States/UTs in the country as on 28.2.2013.

Further, the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy, 2012 (NPPP-2012) notified
by the Government on 7th December, 2012 has the provision of bringing the
medicines under National List of Essential Medicines-2011 (NLEM-2011) under price

control.
Decline in manufacturing capacity of telecommunication PSUs

2064. SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether the capacity of manufacturing industries in the
telecommunication PSUs of the country has declined constantly in the last few

years;
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(b) if so, the annual turnover in this sector during the last three years and

the current year, year-wise;

(¢c) whether the share of utilization of imported equipments in the
Telecommunication industry is increasing vis-a-vis the domestically manufactured

equipments;

(d) if so, the percentage utilization separately of imported and indigenously

manufactured equipments in this regard; and
(e) the action taken by Government to check the imbalance?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Telecommunications
PSU Mys. ITI Limited has not been able to upgrade its manufacturing infrastructure
to keep pace with changes in the manufacturing technology and hence its capacity

to manufacture latest technology products has been affected.

(b) The total sales turnover of M/s. ITI Limited during the past 3 years and

current year is as under:

SL. No. Year Total Sales Turnover

(in Rs. crores)

1 2009-2010 4660
2 2010-2011 2139
3 2011-2012 922
4 2012-2013 623

(provisional upto February, 2013)

(c) and (d) Presently, wireless equipment with sufficient value addition are not
being manufactured in the country. The import of telecom equipment, mobile phone
and their parts for past 3 years and current year is given in the Statement (See
below).

() To promote telecom equipment manufacturing within the country,
following steps have been taken:

@i  The National Telecom Policy-2012 (NTP-2012), inter-alia, has following

objectives on promoting Telecom Equipment Manufacturing:
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(iD)

. Create a corpus to promote indigenous R&D, IPR creation,
entrepreneurship, manufacturing, commercialisation and
deployment of state-of-the-art telecom products and services

during the Twelfth Five Year plan period.

. Promote the ecosystem for design, Research and Develop-
ment, IPR creation, testing, standardization and manufacturing
i.e. complete value chain for domestic production of
telecommunication equipment to meet Indian telecom sector
demand to the extent of 60% and 80% with a minimum value
addition of 45% and 65% by the year 2017 and 2020

respectively.

. Provide preference to domestically manufactured tele-
communication products, in procurement of those
telecommunication products which have security implications
for the country and in Government procurement for its own
use, consistent with our World Trade Organization (WTO)

commitments.

With a view to increasing share of domestically manufactured
electronic products which includes telecom equipment also, the
Government vide Notification No. 8(78)/2010-IPHW dated 10fh
February 2012 laid down the policy for providing preference to
domestically manufactured electronic products in procurement. In
line with Notification, Department of Telecommunications has
notified telecom products to be procured by all the Ministries or
Departments (except the Ministry of Defence) of Government and
for all Government funded telecom projects vide notification No. 18-
07/2012-1P dated 5th October, 2012. In order to further extend
applicability of preferential market access on Licensed Services
Providers for many domestically manufactured telecom products
having security implications, a Committee in Department of
Telecommunications after having stakeholders' consultation has
given recommendations along with list of security sensitive telecom

products, which is under inter-ministerial consultations.
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Farmers selling kidneys to pay off debts

2065. DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that indebted farmers in Andhra Pradesh have been

found to be selling their kidneys in order to pay off debts;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(¢c) the steps being taken to address the situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c) The question does not arise.
National Electronics Mission

2066. SHRI ANIL DESAL:
SHRI SANJAY RAUT:

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is working on a list of electronic hardware that

private sector can't import due to security concerns;
(b) if so, the details of the list;

(c) whether Government is mulling to set up a National Electronics Mission;

and
(d) if so, by when and the benefits thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. The National Policy on Electronics - 2012 inter-alia
provides for setting up a National Electronics Mission with industry participation to
evolve programmes in pursuit of the laid down policies and also to create

institutional mechanisms to advance the implementation of various programmes
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aimed at achieving the objectives enumerated in this policy and to promote India
as an Electronic Hardware Manufacturing Hub and suitably market "Brand India" in

Electronics.
Telecommunication services in villages

12067. DR. RAM PRAKASH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the number of villages where BSNL is providing telecommunication

services;

(b) the number of villages where these facilities are not yet available, State-
wise;
(c) whether all the villages are targeted to be covered by the services; and

(d) if so, by when this target would be achieved?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. SHRIMATI KILLI KRUPARANI): (a) The
number of villages where BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited) is providing

telecommunication services is given below:

Number of villages where Villages Public Cellular
BSNL is providing Telephones Service
telecommunication services (VPTs)

571524 403997

(b) The details of villages in the country not connected with Village Public
Telephone (VPT) facility are given in the Statement-I (See below). The State/Service
area-wise number of villages in the country not connected with mobile services, as
per the survey carried out by Department of Telecommunication are given in the
Statement-II (See below).

(c) and (d) The target in respect of providing VPTs in remaining villages
deemed feasible by BSNL is likely to be achieved by September, 2013. With
respect to mobile services, a scheme would be envisaged after receiving the report
from C-DoT (Centre for Development of Telematics) for extending financial support
from USO (Universal Service Obligation) Fund for provisioning mobile

communication services in balance inhabited uncovered villages of the country.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Statement-1

State/Circle-wise numbers of Uncovered Villages yet to be
provided with VPT facility as on 31.01.2013

Name of the State/Circle No. of Uncovered Villages yet to
be provided with VPT facilities

1 2
Andaman and Nicobar Islands 149
Andhra Pradesh 1511
Assam 445
Bihar 100
Jharkhand 547
Gujarat 108
Haryana

Himachal Pradesh

Jammu and Kashmir 33
Karnataka 32
Kerala 0
Madhya Pradesh 131
Chhattisgarh 1552
Mabharashtra 97
Meghalaya (NE-I) 676
Mizoram (NE-I) 3
Tripura (NE-I) 0
Arunachal Pradesh (NE-II) 1089
Manipur (NE-II) 144

Nagaland (NE-II) 15
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1 2
Odisha 2588
Punjab 236
Rajasthan 185
Tamil Nadu (TN Circle) 0
Chennai Metro 0
Uttar Pradesh 200
Uttarakhand 395
West Bengal (WB Circle) 581
Kolkata Metro 230
Sikkim (WB Circle) 21
TotaL 11,991

NE : North East.
TN : Tamil Nadu.

WB : West Bengal.
Statement-11

State/Service Area-wise Summary of Uncovered Villages yet to be

provided with Mobile Services as per the survey carried out by DoT

SI. No. Name of the State/Service Area No. of uncovered
villages yet to be provided

with Mobile Services

1 2 3

1 Andhra Pradesh 3786
2 Assam 2976
3 Bihar 271

4 Jharkhand 5308
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1 2 3
5 Gujarat 1938
6 Haryana 32
7 Himachal Pradesh 1997
8 Jammu and Kashmir 636
9 Karnataka 1197
10 Kerala 0
11 Madhya Pradesh 1771
12 Chhattisgarh 5460
13 Maharashtra 5394
14 Meghalaya 3257
15 Mizoram 584
16 Tripura 180
17 Arunachal Pradesh 2382
18 Nagaland 451
19 Manipur 1040
20 Odisha 6734
21 Punjab 100
Rajasthan 3153
PA] Tamil Nadu 197
24 Uttar Pradesh 5014
25 Uttarakhand 1419
26 West Bengal 886
27 Sikkim 13
2 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 221

TotaL 56,397
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Press release for spectrum allocation in 2008

2068. SHRI C. M. RAMESH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact that the press release inviting applications for

spectrum allocation in 2008 was altered by the then Minister before it was issued;

(b) if so, the text of application approved by the Attorney General, and the

press release altered by the Minister; and
(c) the reasons for altering the press release?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (c) Sir, the

information is being collected and will be laid on the Table of the House.
Roaming charges

12069. SHRI JUGUL KISHORE: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government is contemplating on removing the roaming charges;
(b) if so, by when;

(¢) whether Government/private companies are reducing their call rates; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) National
Telecom Policy-2012 (NTP-2012) envisages "One Nation — Free Roaming". This is a
new policy initiative of the Government. Being a predominantly tariff related issue,
as a first step, TRAI has floated a pre-consultation paper for public consultation.
It has now been followed by a consultation paper on which comments have been
invited upto 25.03.2013.

(c) and (d) As per the current tariff framework, tariff for mobile services is
under forbearance except for national roaming where ceiling tariff has been specified.
Mobile operators have the flexibility to offer different tariffs depending on the

market conditions and other commercial considerations. Tariff for mobile services are

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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offered as bouquet consisting of various components. The revisions carried out by
mobile operators may be in one or more of the price items and the same may be
different operators and for different service areas. Recently, some telecom access
service providers altered certain components of mobile tariff. In many cases, the
change is in the nature of concessions, free minutes and/or validity in Special
Tariff Vouchers. Such hikes, however, have not substantially altered the average

outgo per outgoing minutes.

The Service Providers are required to report to the Authority any new tariff/
changes in the tariff within 7 days after its implementation for information and
record of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) after conducting a self
check to ensure that the tariff plans are consistent with the regulatory principles in
all respects which inter-alia, include non-discrimination, non-predation and

Interconnection Usage Charges (IUC) compliance.
Guidelines for allocation of excess spectrum

2070. SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether the licences issued for 2G services till 2008 provided for GSM
spectrum of 6.2 MHz and CDMA spectrum of 5 MHz as the contracted spectrum;

(b) whether the excess spectrum beyond these limits had been allocated to

various operators upto 2009;

(c) whether any guidelines were issued for allocation of additional spectrum
prior to 1.2.2002 and from 1 February, 2002 to 29 March, 2006;

(d) if so, the details of guidelines including date on which these were

issued; and

(e) if not, the basis on which additional spectrum was allocated prior to
1 February, 2002 and between 1 February, 2002 to 29 March, 2006?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) Initial/Start up
spectrum of 4.4 + 44 MHz (GSM) and 2.5 + 2.5 MHz (CDMA) has been allotted
to the telecom service providers, based on the provisions of the respective Service
Licenses. Additional spectrum beyond the initial/start up spectrum has also been
allotted to the operators, based on their request, justification and guidelines and

subscriber based criteria applicable at the time of such allotments.
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Further it was decided in November 2001 that the new Cellular Licensees may
be assigned 4.4 +4.4 in 1800 MHz band straightway for complete service area
under the license. While allotting this spectrum of 4.4 MHz, the operators may be
given an option to seek allotment of additional 1.8+1.8 MHz in the beginning itself

subject to payment of additional 1% of revenue as license fee.

(c) to (e) In the beginning, when the telecom sector was in a nascent stage,
additional spectrum up to 6.2 MHz, beyond the initial 4.4 + 4.4 MHz spectrum was
allotted to telecom service providers, based on their request, justification and
subject to availability of spectrum.

Subscriber Linked Criteria (SLC) was first formulated on 1.2.2002 for allotment
of additional spectrum of 1.8 MHz beyond 6.2 MHz to the service providers and
details are given in the Statement-I (See below).

Allotment of additional spectrum beyond 8§ MHz was made during 2003 and
after, as per the recommendations of the Lalwani Committee accepted by the

Government.

Based on studies carried out by Telecom Engineering Center, criteria for
allotment of additional spectrum beyond initial 4.4 + 4.4 MHz (GSM) and beyond
2.5 + 2.5 MHz (CDMA) were revised on 29th March, 2006 are given in the
Statement-II and III respectiely.

Statement-1

Details regarding allocation of additional spectrum
to CMTS providers

Government of India
Ministry of Communications
Department of Telecommunications
WPC Wing

No. L-14041/06/2000-NTG Dated: 01.02.2002
ORDER

Subject: Allocation of additional Cellular Radio Frequency Spectrum
to the Cellular Mobile Telephone Service (CMTS) Providers

In order to meet the requirements of growth of subscribers, it has been

decided to assign additional spectrum upto 1.8 Mhz + 1.8 Mhz to the CMTS
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operators. Any operator may apply for allotment of additional spectrum after
reaching a.customer base of 4 Lakh or more under a license in a service area, after
which the process of allotment would be initiated however, actual assignment of
the spectrum would be made, subject to availability aid coordination on case, to
case basis, after a consumer base of 5 Lakh or more has been reached in the
service area. This additional assignment will be beyond already allocated spectrum
of 6.2 Mhz + 6.2 Mhz. The additional spectrum of 1.8 Mhz + 1.8 Mhz would be
assigned in 1800 Mhz Band.

2. The cellular licensees are to pay spectrum chargewiih effect from 1.8.99
on revenue share basis at the rate of 2% of Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) for
spectrum upto 4.4 Mhz + 4.4 Mhz and 3% of AGR for spectrum upto 6.2 Mhz +
6.2 Mhz.

3. Further, for this additional spectrum of 1.8 Mhz + 1.8 Mhz, if assigned
for any one or more places in a Service Area, beyond 6.2 Mhz + 6.2 Mhz, an
additional charge of 1% of AGR will be levied. Thus, the total spectrum charge to
be paid by such operators would be 4% of AGR from the Service in the respective
Service Area. This spectrum charge of 4% of AGR would also cover allocation
of further spectrum, which may become possible to allocate in future subject
to availability, to add up to a total spectrum allocation not exceeding 10
Mhz + 10 Mhz per operator in a Service Area. Such additional allocation could
be considered only after a suitable subscriber base, as may be prescribed, is

reached.

4. This order is issued in partial modification to the order of even number
dated 22nd September, 2001; other terms and conditions of the said order shall

remain unchanged.

Sd/-
(R. K. Srivastava)

Engineer

Copy to:
1.  All concerned
2. Cellular Operators Associations of India (COAI)

3. Cellular Service Providers
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Statement-11

Details of Allotment of additional spectrum beyond
initial 4.4 + 4.4 Mhz (GSM)

No. J-14025/200(17)/2004-NT (GSM)
Government of India
Ministry of Communications & LT.
Department of Telecommunication (WPC Wing)
Sanchar Bhavan, 20, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-1

Dated the 29th March, 2006
ORDER

In suppression of all existing orders relating to subscriber base criteria for
allotment of GSM spectrum, the following subscriber based criteria-shall be

followed:

Service Area Minimum subscriber base (in Lakh) required for

allotment of different amounts of GSU spectrum

44 MHz 62 MHz 8 MHz 10 MHz 124 MHz 15 MHz

Metro Service Area No criteria* 3 6 10 16 21
Delhi and Mumbai
Chennai and Kolkata No criteria* 2 4 6 10 13

Telecom Circles

as Service Area

Category 'A' circle No criteria* 4 8 14 20 26
Category 'B' circle  No criteria* 3 6 10 16 21
Category 'C' circle  No criteria* 2 4 6 9 12

* Initial allotment for roll-out of the network.
2. The spectrum allotment is subject to availability of spectrum.

3. The active subscribers and peak traffic averaged over a month (for a minimum
of 40 mEriangs per subscriber) in the Visitor Locator Register (VLR) would be

taken into account for this purpose.
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4. The enhanced revenue share for spectrum charges, as per orders in this

regard would apply for the AGR for subscribers in the complete service area.

5. This comes into force with immediate effect.
(Sukhpal Singh)

Assistant Wireless adviser
to the Government of India.
T.No. 23359562 Fax: 23716111

(1) All concerned.
(2) Cellular Service providers.
(3) COAI
Statement-111

Details of allotment of additional spectrum beyond
initial 2.5 + 2.5 Mhz (CDMA)

No. J-14025/200(17)/2004-NT (CDMA)
Government of India
Ministry of Communications & LT.
Department of Telecommunication (WPC Wing)
Sanchar Bhavan, 20, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-1

Dated the 29th March, 2006
ORDER

In continuation of this Ministry's Order of even number dated 10th December
2004 regarding subscriber based criteria for attotmem ot 3rd and 4th CDMA carriers
for CDMA spectrum, the following subscriber based criteria shall be followed for
the allotment of 5th and 6th CDMA carriers:

Service Area Minimum subscriber base (In Lakh) required for allotment
of CDMA carriers of nominal 1.25 MHz bandwidth each

Sth Carrier 6th Carrier
1 2 3
Metro Service Area
Delhi and Mumbai 16 21

Chennai and Kolkata 10 13
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1 2 3

Telecom Circles as

Service Area

Category 'A' circle 20 26

Category 'B' circle 16 21

Category 'C circle 9 12

2. The subscriber based criteria for the allotment of 3rd and 4th carrier for

M
@
)

CDMA spectrum shall continue to be as per Order No. J-14025/200 (17)/2004-
NT dated 10th December, 2004.

The spectrum allotment is subject to availability of spectrum.

The active subscribers and peak traffic averaged over a month (for a minimum
of 40 mErlangs per subscriber) in the Visitor Locator Register (VLR) would be

taken into account, for this purpose.

The enhanced revenue share for spectrum charges, as per orders in this

regard would apply for the AGR for subscribers in the complete service area.
This comes into force with immediate effect.

Sd/-

(Sukhpal Singh)

Assistant Wireless Adviser to the Government of India.
T.No. 23359562 Fax: 23716111

All concerned.
Unified Access Sen/ice Providers/ Basic Service Providers.
AUSPI

Roaming charges

2071. SHRI D.P. TRIPATHI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that Government has decided to abolish roaming

charges in the country;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and
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(c) the response of the private operators?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (c) National
Telecom Policy-2012 (NTP-2012) envisages "One Nation — Free Roaming". This is a
new policy initiative of the Government. Being a predominantly tariff related issue,
as a first step, TRAI has floated a pre-consultation paper for public consultation.
It has now been followed by a consultation paper on which comments have been
invited upto 25.03.2013.

Weak signals of mobile telephone towers in Uttar Pradesh

2072. SHRI MOHAMMED ADEEB: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the details of places in Uttar Pradesh where signals of mobile telephone

towers are not strong enough to cover the areas;

(b) whether it is a fact that complaints in this regard were received from
MPs and members of the public in the recent past but the problem has not been

solved till date;
(¢c) if so, the details in this regard and the reasons therefor; and
(d) the steps proposed to streamline the system?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Telecom Service
Providers are obliged to roll out their services in 50% of the total districts of their
own choice by covering the District Head Quarter (DHQ) or any other town in lieu
of DHQ. Further expansion of network beyond roll out obligations is to be done
by the TSPs as per their techno-commercial interests. As such all the districts in
Uttar Pradesh are covered by major Mobile Service Providers in general. However,
as per the recent survey done approx 5000 villages in Uttar Pradesh (villages as per

census 2001) do not have mobile service coverage.

(b) to (d) Complaints have been received from Hon'ble MP regarding non
availability of BSNL's mobile signal in village Bareng, P.O. Chandapur, Distt.
Shahjahanpur (UP) and Mainassi Sarraiya, Distt. Sitapur (UP). It has been reported
that aerial distance of village Bareng is only 2 km from village Amaura where a

new BTS tower is already proposed under phase VII plan. Thus installation of a
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new BTS tower in village Bareng is not techno economical for BSNL. In respect of
Mainassi Sarraiya village it has been reported that BTS tower installed and working
at Ramkot is situated at a radial distance of about 2 Kms from Mainassi Sarraiya.
Further, a new BTS tower has recently been installed at Newada Mansoorpur which
is at a distance of 900 meters only from Mainassi Sarraiya after commissioning of

which there will be improved coverage in Vill-Mainassi Sarraiya.

Apart from this TRAI has recently implemented web portal www.tccms.gov.in
for facilitating consumers to lodge their complaints with their service providers.
The individual consumer complaints received in TRAI are forwarded online through
this web portal to the concerned service provider for redressal. As per the details
available in this web portal, during the period 01.08.2012 to 12.03.2013, sixteen
complaints and twenty one complaints were receded from customers of UP(W) and

UP(E) service areas respectively, relating to poor mobile signal.

TRAI has been taking various steps to ensure quality of service by Cellular

Mobile Service providers. Some of these steps are given below:

(i) TRAI has been monitoring the performance of Cellular Mobile Service
against the benchmarks given for the various parameters laid in Quality
of Service Regulations through Quarterly and Monthly Performance
Monitoring Reports. In addition, POI congestion is also being monitored

on monthly basis.

@) TRAI also undertakes objective assessment of the Quality of Service of
Cellular Mobile Services through an independent agency. A customer
satisfaction survey is also conducted quarterly through this agency. The
results of these audit and survey were widely published for public/
Stakeholders knowledge.

@) TRAI has been following up with the Service Providers for addressing

deficiencies in meeting the Quality of Service benchmarks.
Import of technological items devices

2073. SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has taken note of the increase in import of

technological items and devices in the recent years, and the details thereof;



154 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(b) whether Government has taken any steps to address the situation;
(¢c) if so, the details thereof; and
(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) The import of

Electronic Goods during the last three years has increased as given below:

Year Value (Rs. crore)
2009-10 99418.61
2010-11 121017.19
2011-12 156503.62

Source: Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, Kolkata.

(b) and (c) Yes, Sir. To promote manufacturing of electronic goods
indigenously and reduce dependence on imports, Government has notified the
National Policy on Electronics (NPE) 2012 for the promotion the Electronics System
Design and Manufacturing (ESDM) sector in the country. The Policy envisions
creating a globally competitive ESDM industry to meet the country's needs and
serve the international market. Several Schemes including Modified Special Incentive
Package Scheme (M-SIPS) to offset disability and attract investments in ESDM
industries; Electronics Manufacturing Clusters (EMC) Scheme to provide world-class
infrastructure for the ESDM Sector; Policy for providing preference to domestically
manufactured electronic products, in procurement of those electronic products
which have security implications for the country and in Government procurement;
and Scheme for mandatory registration of identified electronic products for meeting

specified safety standards have already been approved.
(d) Does not arise.
Proposal to set up telecom finance corporation

2074. SHRI T.M. SELVAGANAPATHI: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that Government is considering to set up a Telecom

Finance Corporation;
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(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether it is also a fact that the proposed Telecom Finance Corporation

will provide long and short term loans to telecom companies; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Twelfth Five Year Plan (2012-2017) has recommended that Telecom
Finance Corporation may be created as a vehicle to access funds at competitive

rates to facilitate the funding needs to the Telecom Sector, in case of requirement.

The National Telecom Policy-2012 has also envisaged the creation of Telecom
Finance Corporation as a vehicle to mobilize and channelize financing for telecom

projects.

(c) and (d) The Telecom Finance Corporation proposes to facilitate
investments in the sector. It would be a financing agency to provide funds
including long and short term loans to Telecom Companies such as telecom
infrastructure providers, service providers, equipment manufacturers, internet service

providers etc.
Hacking of Government networks by Chinese hackers

2075 SHRIMATI MAYA SINGH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that Chinese hackers are targeting Government and

private networks bearing important data concerned with national security;
(b) if so, the latest report in this regard; and
(¢c) the strategy Government has planned to control such hackers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) There have
been attempts from time to time to penetrate cyber networks operating in
Government. These attacks have been observed to be originating from the cyber
space of a number of countries including China. It has been observed that the
attackers are compromising computer systems located in different parts of the world
and use masquerading techniques to hide the identity of actual system from which

the attacks are being launched.
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(¢) The Government has adopted an integrated, multi pronged strategy

covering aspects such as technical, administrative, legal and people steps to protect

the cyber space. The government has taken the following specific measures to

protect important networks against hackers:

)

(iD)

(ii)

@iv)

)

(vi)

Department of Information Technology and Electronics has
circulated Computer Security Guidelines and Cyber Security Policy
to all the Ministries/ Departments on taking steps to prevent, detect

and mitigate cyber attacks.

All Central Government Ministries/Departments and State/Union
Territory Governments have been advised to conduct security
auditing of entire Information Technology infrastructure including
websites periodically to discover gaps with respect to security

practices and take appropriate corrective actions.

The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) tracks
latest cyber threats and issues advisories and alerts to
organizations suggesting measures to prevent and respond to the
cyber security incidents. CERT-In regularly publishes Security
Guidelines and advisories for safeguarding computer systems

including Websites from hacking and these are widely circulated.

The "Crisis Management Plan for countering cyber attacks and
cyber terrorism" was prepared and circulated for implementation by
all Ministries/Departments of Central Government, State
Governments and their organizations and critical sectors. As part of
best practices, user awareness is being created by conducting

workshops and training.

Strict exclusion between Internet and official networks is being

maintained by organisations involved in strategic activities.

The Information Technology Act, 2000 as amended by the
Information Technology (Amendment) Act, 2008 has been enforced
on 27.10.2009. The Act provides legal framework to address the
issues connected with security breaches of information technology

infrastructure.
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(vil) National Informatics Centre (NIC) managing Government websites
and providing e-mail services is implementing measures to secure

the Government IT infrastructure from cyber attacks.

(viii) National Informatics Centre (NIC) has been directed not to host

web sites, which are not audited with respect to cyber security.
Mobile number portability

12076. SHRIMATI MAYA SINGH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the number of subscribers who applied for number portability after
implementation of the Mobile Number Portability Regulations, 2009 along with the

details thereof, State-wise;

(b) the details of applications submitted for Number Portability and location
portability;

(¢) whether security deposit of subscriber is also transferred to that

company for whom Number Portability is applied for; and

(d) the number of private/public communication companies found neglecting

the abovesaid regulations due to which subscribers are deprived of this facility?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) The service-
area wise number of porting requests since the implementation of Mobile Number
Portability Regulations, 2009 are given in the Statement (See below). In the present
framework mobile number portability is allowed within the same licensed service

area wherein subscriber can port his mobile number.

(¢) The security deposit of subscriber is not transferred to the company for
whom Number Portability is applied for but the same is refunded by the Donor

Operator to subscriber after successful port out.

(d) After implementation of the MNP Regulations, TRAI had received a
number of complaints wherein the subscribers have reported that their porting
requests have been rejected by the donor operators on various grounds. On

examination, it was noted that rejection of porting requests of the subscribers done

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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by the service providers in several cases were not accordance with the regulation.
TRALI has issued directions to service providers to ensure compliance of MNP
regulations. In addition, TRAI has also issued Telecommunications Mobile Number
Portability (Fourth Amendment) Regulations, 2012 dated 19th September, 2012
providing financial disincentives for unjustified rejection of porting request and for
violation of timelines specified in the Regulations. These regulations came into

force, sixty days from the date of publication in the official Gazette.
Statement

Service Area-wise MNP Status as on 28.02.2013

Sl. No. Name of LSA Number of Porting Requests
1 2 3

1 Andhra Pradesh 7,836,324
2 Assam 341,678
3 Bihar 1,731,697
4 Delhi 2,843,830
5 Gujarat 7,556,671
6 Haryana 3,117,632
7 Himachal Pradesh 323,090
8 Jammu and Kashmir 14,925
9 Karnataka 10,449,485
10 Kerala 3,619,041
11 Kolkata 1,965,931
12 Madhya Pradesh 5,131,575
13 Maharashtra 7,127,713
14 Mumbai 3,089,092

15 North East 153,704
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1 2 3
16 Odisha 1,911,286
17 Punjab 2,811,661
18 Rajasthan 8,249,830
19 Tamil Nadu 5,093,366
20 Uttar Pradesh — East 5,248,290
21 Uttar Pradesh — West 5,066,739
22 West Bengal 3,147,469
TotaL 86831029

Adoption of international norms on radiation from

towers and handsets

2077. SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether any international norms have been adopted by DoT with regard

to radiation from cellphone towers and handset;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the measures taken to enforce these norms?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) Sir,
Government of India, in the year 2008, adopted the international radiation norms
prescribed by International Commission on Non Ionizing Radiation Protection

(ICNIRP) in respect of mobile towers and mobile handsets.

Further, in respect of mobile towers, norms for exposure limit for the Radio
Frequency Field (Base Station Emissions) has been reduced to 1/10 of the limits
prescribed by ICNIRP with effect from 01.09.2012.

In respect of Mobile Handsets, the following directions have been issued by
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) with effect from 01.09.2012 regarding
Specific Absorption Rate (SAR) values:
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@i  SAR level for mobile handsets is limited to 1.6 Watt/Kg, average over a

mass of 1 gram of human tissue.

@) All the new design of mobile handsets shall comply with the SAR value
of 1.6 Watt/Kg averaged over a mass of 1 gram tissue with effect from
Ist September, 2012. However, the mobile handsets with existing
designs, which are compliant with 2.0 Watt/Kg averaged over a mass of

10 gram tissue, may continue to co-exist upto 31st August, 2013.

@) From 1st September, 2013, only the mobile handsets with revised SAR
value of 1.6 Watt/Kg are permitted to be manufactured or imported in

India for domestic market.

With the above measures, India now has one of the most stringent EMF

exposure norms in the world.

(¢) Telecom Service Providers submit the compliance to the prescribed
radiation norms by way of submission of self-certificate to the respective Telecom
Enforcement, Resource and Monitoring (TERM) Cell of DoT. TERM Cells test upto
10% of Base Transmitting Station (BTS) sites randomly at its discretion.
Additionally, the BTS sites against which there are public complaints are also
tested by TERM Cell. For non-compliance of radiation norms, there is a provision

of levy of penalty of Rs. 5 lakh per BTS.

Strict monitoring and enforcement of revised radiation norms has been initiated
by DoT. In 102 cases, where the Base Station Emissions were found to be higher
than the prescribed norms, corrective actions have been taken immediately and

necessary show cause notices/demand notices have been issued.
Messages of false prize money/lottery on mobile phones

12078. SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has formulated any policy to check the increasing

number of fake messages of lottery, prize, etc. on mobile phones;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the number of cases detected till now?

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) Sir, the issue
of receiving messages and calls relating to winning prizes, lottery etc and missed
calls from international locations by telecom consumers had came to notice of TRAI
through consumer complaints and also from news paper reports. In this regard,
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) had advised the service providers to

take steps to address this menace so as to protect the interests of the consumers.

For addressing Unsolicited Commercial Communications (UCC) including SMS
being received by telecom consumers, TRAI has laid down the framework for
controlling UCC through the Telecom Commercial Communications Customer
Preference Regulations (TCCCPR). These regulations came into force from 27.09.2011.
TRAI has also issued a number of amendments to these regulations and directions
to make the regulatory framework more stringent and effective. To control UCC
messages being received by consumers, TRAI has prescribed penal provisions
against telemarketers for violations of the provisions of the regulations. In case of
violation by a registered telemarketer, amounts will be deducted from the security
deposit of such telemarketer by the Access Provider and such amount will be
deposited with TRAI. The regulations also provide for financial disincentive on
service providers for violations of the provisions of the regulations. With the
implementation of these measures, it is expected that the problem of unsolicited

commercial messages will be addressed effectively and satisfactorily.

(¢) No record about the number of such fake messages received by

consumers are being maintained by TRAI/Government.
Termination charges for domestic and international calls

2079. DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) the details of cost of termination charges for both domestic and
international calls as per the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)

guidelines;

(b) whether TRAI is deviating from its established principle of termination

charges on the basis of cost, to benefit certain selected operators;

(¢c) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;
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(d) whether Government has asked TRAI to look into these aspects and

frame a policy; and

(e) if so, the details thereof and the time by when a final decision in this

regard is likely to be taken?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (c) Sir, Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) issued "The Telecommunication
Interconnection Usage Charges (Tenth Amendment) Regulations, 2009 (2 of 2009)
dated the 9th March, 2009" wherein the termination charge for domestic calls and
international incoming calls has been fixed as 20 paise per minute and 40 paise per

minute respectively.

To review the termination charges, TRAI issued Pre Consultation paper on
24.12.2010 and Consultation Paper titled 'Review of Interconnection Usage Charges'
on 27.04.2011. Following elaborate Consultation process, a report was filed in
Hon'ble Supreme court on 31.10.2011 in compliance with its order dated 29.07.2011
in Civil Appeal No. 271-281/2011.

TRAI has also filed Application seeking permission to notify the regulation
relating to revised Interconnection Usage Charges. However Hon'ble Supreme Court
vide order dated 13.04.2012, declined to grant the permission. The larger bench was
constituted in Supreme Court and matter along with other concerned matters was
heard on 20.11.2012 to 22.11.2012 and on 04.12.2012 by the larger bench on the
question of law involved that whether TDSAT has the poWer, competence and
jurisdiction to exercise powers of judicial review, over the regulations framed under
section 36(1) of the TRAI Act, 1997. Arguments have been completed and order is

reserved.

(d) Section 11(1) (b) (iv) of TRAI (Amendment) Act 2000, inter-alia, provides
that TRAI shall discharge the following function namely:

"regulate arrangement amongst service providers of sharing their revenue

derived from providing telecommunications services."
(e) Does not arise in view of (d) above.
Internet services and devices industry

2080. DR. K.P. RAMALINGAM: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:
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(a) whether it is a fact that internet services and devices industry has the
potential to increase its contribution upto 3.3 per cent of the country's Gross
Domestic Product by 2015;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that India with a user base of 120 million is
the world's third largest Internet market and is poised to have upto 370 million

users in 2015; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (d) The Department
of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY) is not compiling any sectoral
performance data. Such projections are being made by Global I.T. research and
advisory companies. According to one of such recent global survey, the internet
services and devices industry has the potential of contributing up to 3.3 per cent
to India's gross domestic product (GDP) by 2015. India ranked third in terms of
highest number of Internet users in the world, with a user base of about 137
million in June 2012, behind China and USA. As per the report, it is expected that

Internet users in India would increase to 370 million in 2015.
Unauthorised ILD services

2081. SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Singapore Telecommunications was selling

unauthorized International Long Distance (ILD) services to Indian customers;
(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) whether this has caused a loss of nearly Rs. 50 crore to Government;
(d) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor; and

(e) the details of the number of companies involved, the cases registered

against the companies and the action taken by the Government?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) to (e) Sir, during a
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routine inspection carried out by Department of Telecommunications (DoT), it was
found that an unlicensed foreign entity M/s. Singapore Telecommunications Limited
(STL) was providing international Private Lease Circuits (IPLC) to the customers in
India and issuing bills to the customers in India resulting into loss of revenue to
the Government. M/s. STL had entered into an agreement with M/s. Bharti Airtel
Limited (BAL and M/s. Tata Communications Limited (TCL), the International Long

Distance (ILD) Service licensees, for providing the IPCL services to its customers.

A case against M/s. STL, a non-licensed entity, for violation of India
Telegraph Act, 1885 has been filed with Economic Officers Wing of CBI. The case

is under investigation by CBI.

For the violation of terms and conditions of the ILD license, a penalty of
Rs. 50 crores was imposed on M/s. BAL and M/s. TCL each. However, both the
licensees filed petitions against the imposition of above penalty and vide order
dated 28.09.2012 Hon'ble Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal
(TDSAT) has set aside the impugned orders and allowed the Petitioners for an
opportunity of being heard. DoT has decided to follow the said order of Hon'ble
TDSAT.

Hacking of E-mail IDs

2082. SHRI S. THANGAVELU: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that over 10,000 e-mail IDs were hacked in a single
day on July 12, 2012;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢c) whether Government is trying to prevent incidents like this in future;

and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI MILIND DEORA): (a) and (b) There have
been attempts from time to time to penetrate cyber networks and e-mail IDs in the
country. The hackers attempt different techniques to penetrate mail servers and IT
infrastructure. However, no such incident occurred regarding hacking of over 10,000

e-mail IDs hosted on Government e-mail server in a single day on July 12, 2012.
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(c) and (d) The Government has taken the following specific measures to

prevent hacking incidents:

(M)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

)

(vi)

Security features on the Government e-mail servers managed by
National Informatics Centre (NIC) have been significantly

strengthened.

Authorized users are allowed to login the e-mail servers through
secured techniques and protocols. Alerts are issued from time to

time on the failed login attempts.

The users are advised to use strong passwords and change the
passwords regularly for accessing e-mail services. Alerts in this

regard are issued by NIC from time to time.

The e-mail servers are upgraded with respect to anti-virus, anti-

spam and anti-spyware software.

Department of Information Technology and Electronics has
circulated Computer Security Guidelines and Cyber Security Policy
to all the Ministries/ Departments on taking steps to prevent, detect

and mitigate cyber attacks.

NIC, which manage Govt, websites and providing e-mail services, is
implementing measures to secure the Government. IT infrastructure
from cyber attacks. NIC is conducting security audit of its IT
infrastructure on a regular basis to detect the vulnerabilities and

plugging them in a timely manner.

Requirement of godowns

2083. SHRI SABIR ALL
SHRI MOHAMMED ADEEB:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a)

country;,

(b)

the quantum of foodgrains produced during the last rabi crops in the

the quantum of foodgrains which are lying in the warehouses of the

Central and State Government; and

(©

the quantum of foodgrains for which godowns would be required?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI TARIQ ANWAR): (a) Estimated Production of foodgrains during Rabi 2011-12

stands at 128.05 million tonnes.

(b) and (c) The stock of foodgrains in the Central Pool as on Ist February,
2013 including 23.26 million tonnes of rice procured up to 31st January, 2013 was
66.28 million tonnes. In addition to the above stock, the space will be required for
remaining stock of rice being procured in the Kharif Marketing Season 2012-13 out
of total anticipated procurement of 40.13 million tonnes during the season and
anticipated procurement of 44.12 million tonnes of wheat during Rabi Marketing
Season 2013-14.

Train from Jabalpur to Jagannath Puri

72084. DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(@) whether a proposal from Government of Madhya Pradesh, for running a
regular and direct train from Jabalpur to Jagannath Puri via Raigarh, is pending

with Government for the last three years;
(b) if so, the action taken by Government, so far, on this proposal; and

(c) by when, the direct train services from Jabalpur to Jagannath Puri via

Raigarh are likely to be commenced for the benefit of the people of this region?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c¢) Introduction of a train between Jabalpur and
Puri (Jagannath Puri) via Raigarh has been examined but it has not been found
feasible at present due to operational and resource constraints. Besides, there is no
commercial justification for introduction of a train between Jabalpur and Puri via
Raigarh. However, presently the service of 22909/22910 Valsad-Puri Express (weekly)
via Jabalpur-Katni-Champa-Jharsuguda-Sambalpur is available between Jabalpur and
Puri.

Modernising cold storages

2085. SHRI N. BALAGANGA: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@) whether Government has got any scheme to modernise cold storages in

the country;
(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;

(¢) the funds allocated and released for such schemes during the last two

years, year-wise and State-wise; and

(d) the steps taken by Government to set up more cold storage facilities in

villages of the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) to (d) Department of Agriculture
and Cooperation under Ministry of Agriculture is implementing National Horticulture
Mission (NHM) scheme for development of Horticulture in the country which
includes assistance for post harvest management. Under the component of post
harvest management, 40% credit linked back ended subsidy in general areas and
55% in scheduled area is available for setting up of new cold storages and
expansion of existing capacity. National Horticulture Board (NHB) is also
implementing a scheme “Capital Investment Subsidy for Construction/Expansion/
Modernization of Cold Storages and Storages for Horticulture Produce” under
which, Board is providing credit linked back-ended capital investment subsidy to
the eligible organizations for creation/modernization/expansion of cold storages/CA
storage @ 40% of the capital project cost in general areas and 55% in case of
Hilly and scheduled areas for a maximum storage capacity of 5000 MT per project.
The financial assistance for modernization of cold storages is provided for (i)
upgradation of thermal insulation, (ii) upgradation of cooling system, refrigeration,

air flow, electric installation, handling devices, safety devices etc.

The component of establishment of cold storage, expansion, modernization of
existing cold storages is project based. The number of cold storage projects
including modernization of existing cold storages under NHM scheme during last
two years is given in the Statement-I (See below) and the number of cold storage
projects including modernization of existing cold storages assisted by NHB is given

in the Statement-II.
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National mission on food processing

2086. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(a) the aims and objectives of the National Mission on Food Processing;

(b) to what extent the Mission would help in reducing the spoilage of fruits

and vegetables; and

(c) the details of new technologies that the Ministry is going to implement
through the above Mission so as to increase country's share of processed food in
the world?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) Ministry of Food Processing
Industries (MoFPI) had launched a Centrally Sponsored Scheme — National Mission
on Food Processing (NMFP) during 2012-13 of Twelfth Five Year Plan. The basic
objective of NMFP is decentralization of implementation of the schemes, leading to
substantial participation of State Governments/UTs. NMFP is likely to improve
significantly the Ministry's outreach in terms of planning, supervision and

monitoring of various schemes.
The salient features of the National Mission on Food Processing (NMFP) are:

(i) to realize the Ministry's next leap forward in terms of ensuing requisite

growth impetus and value addition to the sector;
(i) decentralized approach;
(ii)) greater role of State/UTs;
(iv) Dbetter outreach and
(v) effective supervision and monitoring.
The Major Programmes/Schemes covered under NMFP during 2012-13 are:

@i Scheme for Technology Up-gradation/Establishment/Modernisation of

Food Processing Industries.

(i) Scheme for Cold Chain, Value Addition and Preservation Infrastructure

for Non-Horticultural Products.
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@iii) Scheme for Human Resource Development (HRD)

(a) Creation of Infrastructure Facilities for Running Degree/Diploma/

Certificate Courses in Food Processing Technology.
(b) Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP)
(¢) Food Processing Training Centre (FPTC)
(iv) Scheme for Promotional Activities
a.  Organizing Seminar/Workshops
b.  Conducting Studies/Surveys
c.  Support to Exhibitions/Fairs
d.  Advertisement and Publicity.

(b) All the State Governments have been empowered to receive the
applications, sanction and release of grant-in-aid to the eligible beneficiaries under
the NMFP. States also have flexibility in selection of location of projects as well
as beneficiaries, to harness the potential of value addition by using locally grown
raw material including fruits and vegetables. This initiative is likely to augment the
capacity of the food processors for upscaling their operations by adoption of new

technologies including skill upgradation.

The above initiative would help in reducing the spoilage of fruits and

vegetables across all the States/UTs.

(¢) In order to assist the entrepreneurs and domestic agro-processing
industries for adoption of new technologies, the Scheme for Technology
Upgradation/ Establishment/ Modernisation of Food Processing Industries has been
subsumed in the NMFP w.e.f. 1.4.2012 (2012-13). This scheme aims at creation of
new processing capacity by adoption of new technologies and up-gradation of
existing processing capabilities in sectors like Milk, Fruit and Vegetables, Meat,
Poultry, fishery, wine, consumer items, oil seeds, rice milling, flour milling, pulse.
Under the scheme, the Ministry extends financial assistance in the form of grant-in-
aid to entrepreneurs @ 25% of the cost of Plant and Machinery and Technical
Civil Works subject to a maximum of Rs. 50 lakhs in general areas and @33.33%

subject to a maximum of Rs. 75 lakhs in North-Eastern and difficult areas.
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The adoption of new and latest technologies by the food processors by
availing financial assistance under the above scheme of the Mission, may help in
improving the quality of food products as per the national/international standards,

thereby increasing countries share of process food in the world.
Setting up of new cold chains

2087. SHRI NARESH AGRAWAL: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has taken any initiative to set up new cold chains

in various States;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether any cold chains have been set up in Uttar Pradesh under the

scheme;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) and (b) Ministry of Food
Processing Industries under the Scheme of Integrated Cold Chain, Value Addition
and Preservation Infrastructure provides financial assistance in the form of grant-in-
aid @ 50% of the total cost of plant and machinery and technical civil works in
general areas, and @ 75% of the total cost of plant and machinery and technical
civil works in difficult areas including North-Eastern states subject to a maximum of
Rs. 10.00 crore for strengthening and value addition of cold chain infrastructure.
The scheme also provides for backward linkages in shape of collection centers at
farm level with facilities for pre-cooling/storages/minimal processing. Other agencies
of the Government like National Horticulture Board (NHB), Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA), National
Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) and State Government also provide

assistance for cold storages under their respective schemes.

(c) to (e) Details of integrated cold chain projects assisted by the Ministry in

the country including the State of Uttar Pradesh is given in the Statement.
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Investment in food processing sector

12088. SHRI BHAGAT SINGH KOSHYARI: Will the Minister of FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government proposes to make heavy investment in food

processing sector;
(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) by when this investment is proposed to be made; and
(d) the areas identified for such investment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) to (d) Government has made a
plan allocation of Rs. 5990 crores during the Twelfth Plan for Food Processing
Sector to implement the Schemes of Infrastructure Development; Technology
Upgradation/Establishment/Modernization of Food Processing Industries, Quality
Assurance, Codex Standard, R&D and other Promotional activities, Human Resource
Development, National Mission on Food Processing and Strengthening of

Institutions for promotion of food processing industries in the country.
Control on prices of food items

2089. SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA: Will the Minister of FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has taken any steps to control the steep rise in the

prices of processed food items;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(¢c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c) Does not arise.
Investment by private sector

2090. DR. BHALCHANDRA MUNGEKAR: Will the Minister of FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@ how much investment has been made by the private sector industries—

small, medium and large in the food processing sector;
(b) the obstacles in increasing this investment; and
(¢) whether Government has any plan to overcome those obstacles?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD PROCESSING
INDUSTRIES (DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) As per the Annual Survey of
Industries 2010-11 (provisional results), the total Investment (sum of Fixed capital
and Physical working capital) in Registered Food Processing Units was of the

order of Rs. 2,49,337 crore in the country.

(b) Supply Chain infrastructural gaps i.e. lack of processing, storage and
distribution facilities is identified as the main constraint faced by the food

processing sector.

(¢) In order to address the problem of infrastructure gap in food processing
sector, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries has been implementing a scheme
for infrastructural development which includes components like (i) Mega Food
Parks; (ii) Cold Chain, Value addition and preservation infrastructure; and
(iii)) Modernization of Abattoirs. As a component of the centrally sponsored scheme
of National Mission on Food Processing (NMFP), financial assistance by way of
grant-in-aid is also extended to entrepreneurs for modernization, expansion and
setting up of processing units for fruits and vegetables, meat, milk, fish, grain (oil

mill; Rice, pulse and flour milling), consumer products (including bakery units) etc.
Survey to evaluate quality of higher education

2091. SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether any survey/study has been carried out recently to evaluate the

quality of higher education in the country;
(b) if so, the details and the outcome thereof; and

(c) the steps taken by the Government to improve the quality of higher

education in the prevailing global scenario?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) No such study has been conducted
by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD).
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(b) Does not arise in view of (a) above,

(¢) The University Grants Commission (UGC) which has the mandate for
coordination and determination of standards in higher educational institutions has
been implementing a number of schemes aimed at improvement of quality of higher
education in Indian Universities and colleges. It has taken up various measures for
educational reforms, such as introduction of Semester System, regular updating of
curricula and Choice Based Credit Systems (CBCs) etc. The UGC has also issued
Regulations on “Minimum Qualifications for Appointment of Teachers and other
Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges and Measures for the Maintenance of
Standards in Higher Education, 2010” for improving the standards of teaching in
Indian Universities. In order to improve quality of teachers and teaching, National
Eligibility Test (NET) and State Level Eligibility Test (SLET) have been made
compulsory requirements, only exception being those who have completed Ph.D in
accordance with UGC (Minimum Standards and Procedure for Award of M.Phil/Ph.D
Degree), Regulations 2009.

National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC), an autonomous body
established by the UGC, accredits universities and colleges on various parameters
of quality. The National Board of Accreditation (NBA) accredits programmes offered
by the technical institutions. The Commission has also notified UGC (Mandatory
Assessment and Accreditation of Higher Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2012
which makes it mandatory for higher educational institutions to get themselves

assessed and accredited by identified agencies.

The UGC has launched several schemes such as the scheme of Autonomous
Colleges, Universities with Potential for Excellence, Colleges with Potential for
Excellence, Centres with Potential for Excellence in Particular Areas, Special
Assistance Programme (SAP) in Science and Humanities and Social Sciences,
Instrumentation Maintenance Facility, Innovative Programmes and establishment of
the Internal Quality Assurance Cells in Higher Educational Institutions in order to

improve the standards of education in Universities and Colleges.

The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has framed various
norms and standards to regulate the technical institutions in the country for
maintaining quality in these institutions. These norms and standards are uniformly
applicable to all the colleges. AICTE has various schemes for improvement of

quality and standard of higher education in the country such as Research
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Promotion Scheme (RPS), Research and Institutional Development (RID), Quality
Improvement Programme (QIP), QIP Degree, DIP Polytechnics, Early Faculty
Induction Scheme (EFIP), Emeritus Fellowship (EF), Visiting Professorship (VP),

Career Awards etc.
Networking of teachers and students through EDUSAT

2092. SHRI SANJAY RAUT:
SHRI ANIL DESAL
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@ whether the Indian Space Research Organisation, Ahmedabad has
launched EDUSAT exclusively for educational purposes;

(b) whether Maharashtra Government has proposed to establish network in
the State to facilitate school children and teachers especially of rural, tribal and

remote areas; and

(c) whether the State has requested the Ministry to provide funds either
from the ICT scheme or any other scheme for installation of Satellite Interactive
Terminals (SITs) under EDUSAT scheme in the State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) The proposal of the State of Maharashtra for financial assistance
for installation of Satellite Interactive Terminals (SITs) in Maharashtra for EDUSAT
received in this Ministry in August, 2008, is not covered under the two Schemes
of the Ministry i.e. the “National Mission on Education through Information and
Communication Technology (NMEICT)” which primarily focuses on higher education
institutions or the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of “Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in schools”.

Inclusion of Gandhian literature and spiritual matter

in syllabus of educational institutions

2093. SHRI MANSUKH L. MANDAVIYA:
SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) by when the Ministry is going to include more Gandhian literature and



Written Answers to [15 March, 2013] Unstarred Questions 183

spiritual matters in various educational syllabus to motivate and enhance mental

power of students in consultation with State Governments;

(b) whether Government is aware of the fact that there is a sharp rise in the

mental stress among students; and

(¢c) if so, the remedial action taken by Central Governments in consultation

with State Governments in this regard along with the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) The National Curriculum Framework
(NCF), 2005 lays stress on the teachings of Gandhi which inter-alia provides for
commitment to democracy and the values of justice, freedom, secularism, right and
respect for human dignity. The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has
already included the elements of Gandhian literature in its syllabus to motivate and

enhance mental power of students.

(b) and (c) A survey on whether students were stressed or not was
conducted by the CBSE in 2009. The survey conducted through focus group
discussion in six different regions of the country and SMS surveys suggested that
the students were stressed. To reduce level of the stress of the students, the CBSE

has taken the following steps:
(i) Introduction of the School Based Assessment in the year 2009

(i) Option for students to choose from school based assessment or external

assessment in class X
@iii) 15 minutes of additional time to relax and read the question paper
(iv) One chance for improvement of performance in class X
(v) Three chances to clear compartment examination in class XII

(vi) Designing of question papers in such a way that these could be

completed in 3 hours time.

(vii) Launch of helpline every year in two phases i.e. the first phase in
February-April during exams and the second phase during May-June at

the time of declaration of results to provide psychological counselling.
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Reforms in education system

2094. SHRI C.M. RAMESH: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has felt any necessity to bring in reforms in the
entire education system, particularly after Class XII Board Examinations, so that
there is no need to rely upon coaching classes for competitive examinations, which

have become a profitable business for some entrepreneurs; and
(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) Education reforms are a
continuous process and the Government seek to carry them forward through
expansion, inclusion and rapid improvement in quality through institutional and
policy reforms and by enhancing public spending. Education, being in the
concurrent list, is the responsibility of both Centre as well as the State
Governments. Educational reforms are taking place after consultation with all

stakeholders including State Governments and academics.

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2010 has been
enacted which envisages significant reforms in the Elementary Education sector.
The Act makes it incumbent on Government to provide free and compulsory
education to all children of 6-14 years of age; ensure compulsory admission,
attendance and completion of elementary education by every child of the age of six
to fourteen years. It also makes it mandatory for the States to ensure availability
of neighborhood school within three years of the commencement of the Act. The
Act stipulates that the State needs to provide infrastructure including school
building, trained teaching staff and learning equipment as well as ensure good

quality elementary education according to the standards and norms specified.

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) follows a holistic approach to improve the
quality of elementary education, and subject to certain norms, provides for opening
of new primary schools, upgradation of primary schools to upper primary schools,
construction of school buildings, construction of additional classrooms to improve
the students classroom ratio, recruitment of additional teachers to improve the pupil
teacher ratio, in-service training of the teachers and training of the teachers and

training of untrained teachers, provision of text books, learning enhancement
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programme, remedial teaching, school and teacher grant and regular academic
support to the school through Block Resource Centres and Cluster Resource

Centres to improve the quality of classroom practices.

Rashtriya Madhymik Shiksha Abhiyan was launched in March, 2009 with the
objective to universalize access to secondary education and to improve its quality.
The scheme aims to achieve an enrolment ratio of 75% for class IX and X within
five years by providing a secondary school within a reasonable distance of every
habitation, to improve quality of education imparted at secondary level through
making all secondary schools conform to prescribed norms, to remove gender,
socio-economic and disability barrier and universal access to secondary level

education by 2017.

CBSE has taken number of steps for educational reforms which includes no
Class X Board examination w.e.f. 2011 for students studying in CBSE's Senior
Secondary Schools and who do not wish to move out of the CBSE system after
Class X. The students studying in CBSE's Secondary Schools will, however, be
required to appear in Board's external examination because they will be leaving the
Secondary School after Class X. The Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation
has been strengthened in all CBSE affiliated schools w.e.f. October, 2009 in Class
IX. The new Grading System has been introduced at Secondary School Level (for
Class IX and X) effective from 2009-10 academic session. During various meetings
with stakeholders, survey etc. the Board has received overwhelming response in

favour of these reforms.

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has taken a number of steps and
has written to all universities to implement academic reforms including introduction
of semester system, choice based credit system, curriculum development, reforms in
admission procedures, in examination and evaluation systems. UGC has also
notified regulations specifying that qualifying National Eligibility Test (NET) or
State-Level Eligibility Test (SLET) shall be the minimum eligibility criteria for
appointment as Assistant Professor with exemption to those who have obtained a
Ph.D. degree. UGC has also taken various steps for educational reforms which
includes Quality Assessment Cell in Universities and Colleges, Regulations for
Deemed Universities, Reform of College Affiliation System, Academic Reforms of
Universities and College System, regulations for M.Phil. and Ph.D. admission,

Faculty Development, Pay and Service conditions of Teachers, etc.
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AICTE has taken initiatives for reforms which include permission to
institutions under Section 25(g) of the Company Act, 1956 for setting up technical
education institutions. Further, stand alone Post Graduate institutes are allowed to

be set up for promoting research and development.
Representation of SCs and STs in teaching and non-teaching staff

2095. SHRI D. RAJA: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry is keeping a record of the number of teaching
staff belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes separately in private

and Government-aided schools and colleges;

(b) if so, the details of the percentage/fraction of teachers belonging to
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes categories out of the total number of
teachers and other non-teaching staff in private and Government-aided schools and

colleges;
(¢c) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the steps taken to increase the representation of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in teaching staff?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (c) As per the annual publication
“Statistics of School Education” of the Ministry of Human Resource Development,
the number of teachers in Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary and Higher Secondary

schools in the country during 2010-11 (Provisional) is given below:

Type of school Primary Upper Primary Secondary Senior
Schools Schools Schools Secondary

Schools

Number of teachers 2100462 1887343 1244515 1255586

As per the District Information System for Education (DISE) data base
brought out by National University of Educational Planning and Administration
(NUEPA) for elementary education annually, in the year 2011-12 (provisional), SC
teachers in government aided schools were 8.04% and ST teachers 7.57% while in
the private schools the SC teachers were 9.37% and ST teachers 4.42%. Data on

number of non-teaching staff is not maintained.
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As per the annual publication “Statistics of Higher and Technical Education"
of Ministry of Human Resource Development, the number of teachers in higher
education in the country during 2009-10 (Provisional) is 652665. As per the
provisional report on the All India Survey on Higher Education, the percentages of
SC and ST teaching and non-teaching staff out of their total number during
2010-11 (Provisional) based on data collected up to 31st July, 2012 are given below:

SC ST
Teaching Staff 74 29
Non-Teaching Staff 122 40

The data on number of teachers is not maintained separately for Government-

aided and private colleges.

(d) Majority of the government schools and colleges in the country are
under the administrative control of State/UT Governments. Recruitment and
appointment of teachers in these schools and colleges are done by the respective
State/UT Governments as per their recruitment rules with the provision of
reservation for SC/ST category teachers. Special recruitment drives for filling up of
the posts of SCs and STs are launched by Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan and
Navodaya Vidyaylaya Samiti.

To improve the representation of SC and ST in universities and in their
colleges, the Ministry has written to all Central Universities, established prior to
2008, to launch a special drive to fill up the backlog vacancies of SCs/STs followed
by reminders from time to time. Minister of Human Resource Development has
written to the Chairman, UGC to ensure filling up of the identified backlog
vacancies for SC/ST and maintenance of requisite records. Secretary, Department of
Higher Education, Government of India has also written to UGC and the Central
Universities from time to time on this issue. UGC has, while approving the budget
estimates for the year 2011-12, directed the Central Universities to fill up the vacant
posts including that of SC/ST at the earliest.

Drop-out rate of SC and ST students in schools and colleges

2096. SHRI D. RAJA: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry is keeping a record of drop-out rates of students
belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes separately in private and

Government-aided schools and colleges;
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(b) if so, the details of the difference between drop-out rates of students
belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes categories and the rest of

students in private and Government-aided schools and colleges;
(¢c) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(d) the steps taken to address the gap in drop-out rates between SC/ST and

other category students, if any?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (c) As per the annual publication
“Statistics of School Education” of Ministry of Human Resource Development, the
drop-out rate of Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe (ST) and All Categories
students for the Classes I-V, Classes I-VIII and Classes I-X in the country during

2010-11 (Provisional) is given below:

Class/Category 1aY% [-VIIL I-X
SC 267 433 56.0
ST 35.6 550 709
All Categories 270 40.6 493

Data on dropout rate is not maintained separately for private and
Government-aided schools. Data on dropout rate is not maintained for higher

education.

(d) The Government has been making consistent progress in meeting the
goals of Universal Elementary Education through implementation of the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(RTE) Act 2009, which became operational with effect from Ist April, 2010, provides
that every child in the 6 to 14 age- group shall have a right to free and
compulsory education till the completion of elementary education. The SSA
Framework of Implementation has been revised to correspond with the provisions
of the RTE Act 2009 and the SSA is being implemented in accordance with the
norms and standards of the RTE Act to enhance enrolment and retention of
children. SSA facilitates context- specific interventions for SC/ST students. A multi-
pronged approach has been adopted for reducing dropout rates. This includes
inter-alia strengthening of school infrastructure and facilities, residential hostel

buildings for children in habitations not covered by regular schools, provisioning
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for additional teachers, regular training of teachers, provision for text books and
uniforms to children. The Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya Scheme provides for
setting up of residential upper primary schools for girls from SC, ST, OBC and
Minority communities. The Mid Day Meal Scheme is also being implemented with
a view to enhance enrolment and retention of children in school. Further, the
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) which has been launched for
universal access to secondary education, aims at removing gender and socio-
economic disparities in access to education. There is a provision for upgradation of
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas to secondary' schools to enable girls to
continue their education under RMSA. Enrolment drive in areas having
concentration of SC and ST, special coaching/remedial teaching and sensitization
programmes are some of the other measures undertaken under RMSA to reduce

dropout rate.

In the higher education sector, reservation is being provided to the SCs, the
STs and the OBCs under the Central Educational Institutions (Reservations in
Admission) Act, 2006. In order to encourage students of SC/ST/lower income
groups for pursuing higher education, the Government has introduced scholarship

programmes for them to supplement the cost of education.
Pay scales of staff of hostel organisations of IITs

2097. SHRI A.A. JINNAH: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether the pay-scales of staff of hostel organizations of Indian
Institutes of Technology, such as Caretakers, Assistant Caretakers are the same in

all the IITs and if not, the reasons therefor;

(b) the reasons for not revising the pay bands of staff of hostel

organization of LLT., Delhi, particularly Caretakers, Assistant Caretakers, etc., so far;

(¢) whether the pay-scales of staff of hostel organization in Delhi are due

for revision; and

(d) if so, the details of upward pay bands proposed to be granted to such

staff and by when they are to be implemented?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) In most of the older Indian Institutes
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of Technology (IITs), the hostels/mess are managed or supervised by variously
designated regular staff as Managers, Assistant Managers, Supervisors, Senior

Assistants, Junior Assistants, etc, with pay-scales depending on their designations.

Under the Modified Recruitment and Career Progression Scheme (RCPS),
introduced with effect from 01,05.1998, in respect of the non-teaching Groups B, C
and D employees of all the IITs, including IIT-Delhi, the posts of Caretakers and
Assistant Caretakers were re-designated as Senior Assistants (pre-revised pay-scale:
Rs. 4500-7000) and Junior Assistants (pre-revised pay-scale: Rs. 3200-4900)
respectively. The pay-scales of these posts were subsequently revised as per the
recommendations of the VIth Central Pay Commission to the Pay-Band Rs. 5200-
20200 with Grade Pays of Rs. 2800 and Rs. 2000 respectively.

In the case of new IITs, posts for hostel staff have not been sanctioned and
the hostels are managed either by the project staff or through outsourcing

agencies.
(b) Does not arise.
(¢) No, Sir.
(d) Does not arise.
Funds for maintenance of Kendriya Vidyalayas

2098. SHRI A.A. JINNAH: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to provide additional funds to Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) for maintenance of Kendriya Vidyalayas, in view of the

miserable condition of these schools;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(¢c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) The maintenance of Kendriya
Vidyalaya (KV) buildings is a continuous process. The minor repairs and paint/
whitewashing etc. are carried out by KVs locally from the Vidyalaya Vikas Nidhi

funds. The major repairs are carried out from allocations made under annual Non-
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Plan grants. During 2012-13, a provision of Rs. 40 crore was made for maintenance

and repairs.
(¢) Does not arise.
Standard of education in schools

2099. SHRI PARVEZ HASHMI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware of the fact that the standard of education
in Government schools is much lower than the standard in private schools in the

country;,
(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(¢) whether Government has conducted any survey for the provision of
Central schools to cope up with the lower standards of education in State

Government schools; and
(d) if so, the details thereof, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) The pass percentages of
Government schools do not reflect any such trend. The pass percentage in class X
& XII for the schools of Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) has been 99.49% and 94.15%
respectively in the year 2012. The result of the schools of Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti (JNVS) in class X and XII is 99.58% and 95.96% respectively in
the year 2012.

(c) and (d) No study has been conducted by the Central Board of Secondary
Education and the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan in this regard. Education being a
subject in the concurrent list of the Constitution, and the majority of schools being
under the jurisdiction of the State Governments, it is for the respective State
Governments/Union Territories to take appropriate decisions in this matter. However,

the CBSE has laid down benchmarks and guidelines in this regard.
Upgradation and delivery of Aakash tablet

12100. SHRI PARVEZ HASHMI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(@) whether it is a fact that there was advance booking on large scale for
Aakash tablet and the students of colleges in Delhi have deposited advance

amount for it, along with the details thereof;

(b) whether some faults have been detected in the manufacturing process of

this tablet and the need for its upgradation has been felt;
(¢c) the details of its actual status at present; and

(d) whether the tablet would be provided to those who have booked it and

the time likely to be taken for the same?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (d) Sir, neither advance booking
has been done nor has advance deposit been taken from the students of the

colleges by the Government.

It is intimated that under the National Mission on Education through
Information and Communication Technology (NMEICT) scheme, IIT Bombay is
implementing a project only for achieving the following deliverables after acquiring
the LCADs (Aakash 2) for teacher empowerment:

(i) The acquisition and testing of low cost access cum computing devices;

and

(@) The hardware & software optimization of low cost access cum

computing devices.

In the first phase 1,00,000 tablets are being acquired for the purpose of
testing by users all over India in different climatic and usage conditions. Since
these tablets are for the purpose of testing, no criteria for the distribution of the

tablets have been laid down.

After the launch on 5th October 2011, initial feedback showed the areas
where improvements were required in the Aakash tablets. These were (i) heating of
the device (ii) need for longer battery life (iii) need for capacitive instead of
resistive touch screen (iv) need for better processor etc. The matter was taken up
with the vendor and he agreed to make changes. The advanced version of low
cost tablet called Aakash 2 was launched on 11th November, 2012 addressing the
deficiencies in the original tablet. As compared with Aakash-1 launched in October,

2011, this advanced version has a processor which is about 3 times faster, memory
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which is twice as large, improved battery life and capacitive touch screen as

compared to resistive touch screen.
Promotion of community colleges and schools

2101. SHRI NAND KUMAR SAI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether an International Conference on Community Colleges was held in

recent past;

(b) if so, whether during the conference it has been expressed that there
has been a decline in quality of education due to mismatch between outdated

syllabus and the changing needs of industry;
(¢c) if so, the details thereof;
(d) the reaction of Government thereto;

() whether the US has offered their idea and experience for promotion of

community schools;
(f) if so, the details thereof and reaction of Government thereto; and

(g) the details of corrective steps taken by Government to improve quality

of education in accordance with needs of the industry?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (g) There is a great demand-
supply mismatch in the country as the economy needs more 'skilled" workforce as
also the managers and entrepreneurs than that produced annually. The skill oriented
courses available in the market are not credible or fully acceptable to the employers
in the fast changing environment of the needs of the industry. The traditional
higher education system in the country is also rigid in terms of duration of
courses, teaching-learning timings, place of study and choice of subjects. The
demand-supply mismatch in the availability of industry-fit 'skilled' workforce is not

only quantitative but also qualitative.

The Community Colleges model, which exists worldwide in various forms,
appears to broadly address the above concerns. Such colleges by and large offer
low cost and high quality education locally that encompasses both vocational

skills development as well as more traditional coursework, thereby providing
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opportunities of multiple entry and exit from the job market to the higher education
sector and vice versa. It also caters to community-based life-long learning needs.
Accepting the recommendations of the Committee of Education Ministers of 9
States, the Government of India has decided to set up 200 Community Colleges as
an endeavour to bridge the demand-supply mismatch for 'skilled" workforce on pilot
basis from existing colleges/polytechnics and to make them functional from the

academic session 2013.

The community colleges would follow the National Vocational Education
Qualification Framework (NVEQF) for level certification. In order to make the pass
outs more industry-fit and employment oriented, the scheme stipulates association
of industry, including business, service, agriculture and allied sector, at all level viz.,
design, development and delivery of curriculum, training of trainers/teachers, supply

of adjunct faculty, 'hands on' practical training, evaluation and placement.

A number of national and regional level seminars/workshops were held to
sensitise the stakeholders who have to play key role in the implementation of the
Scheme. In pursuance of this capacity building exercise, a two-day international
conference was organized in New Delhi on 6th and 7th February, 2013 to provide
an opportunity to learn from the experiences of the managers of the CCs across
the world, identify areas of collaboration and forge partnership for national and
international collaboration. In this conference, the managers of the Community
Colleges and high officials of the relevant industries from Australia, Canada,

Germany, New Zealand, UK and USA as well as from our own country participated.
Setting up of community colleges

2102. SHRI GN. RATANPURI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether there is a plan to start hundred community colleges on the US

model within the next one year;
(b) the details of proposals received in this regard, State-wise;

(c) the locations selected for setting up of these colleges and the progress

on implementation of the plan; and

(d) the proposed locations in Jammu and Kashmir for setting up of such

community colleges and expected date of their completion?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (d) The Government has decided
to set up 200 community colleges (CCs) on pilot basis in the existing colleges/
polytechnics in States/UTs to make them functional from the Academic Session
2013. These colleges would follow the National Vocational Education Qualification
Framework (NVEQF) for level certification. Based on the population, the State/UT-
wise allocation of CCs conveyed to them is given in the Statement-I (See below).
The details of the locations selected by the States/UTs for setting up of these
colleges are given in the Statement-II (See below). Different States/UTs are at

different stages of implementations.

The Government of Jammu and Kashmir have identified Govt. Degree College,

Budgam and Government Degree College, Kishtwar for setting up of community

colleges.
Statement-1
Proposed State/UT-wise Nos. of Community Colleges

Sl. No. State/UT Name Number of Community Colleges
1 2 3
1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands 1
2. Andhra Pradesh 12
3. Arunachal Pradesh 2
4, Assam 6
5. Bihar 15
6. Chandigarh 1
7. Chhattisgarh 4
8. Dadra and Nagar Haveli 1
0. Daman and Diu 1
10. Delhi 2
11. Goa 1

12. Gujarat 9
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1 2 3
13. Haryana 4
14. Himachal Pradesh 2
15. Jammu and Kashmir 2
16. Jharkhand 5
17. Karnataka 9
18. Kerala 5
19. Lakshadweep 1
20. Madhya Pradesh 11
21. Mabharashtra 16
22. Manipur 2
23. Meghalaya 2
24. Mizoram 2
25. Nagaland 2
26. Odisha 7
27. Puducherry 1
28. Punjab 4
29. Rajashtan 9
30. Sikkim 2
31 Tamil Nadu 11
32. Tripura 2
33. Uttarakhand 2
34. Uttar Pradesh 31
35 West Bengal 13
TotaL (INDIA) 200
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Opportunity for children to go to schools

12103. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the time since when the Right to Education Act has been implemented;

(b) whether it is a fact that large number of children in the age group of 5

to 14 years are not going to school even today;
(c) if so, the details thereof, State-wise;

(d) the number of posts of teachers lying vacant in the country along with

details thereof, State-wise;
(e) the number of teachers appointed in the year 2011-12 and 2012-13; and

(f) the steps being taken by Government in coordination with States so

that all the children get opportunity to go to schools?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) The Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education (RrE) Act, 2009 become operative with effect from 1.4.2010.

(b) and (c) No, Sir. As per District Information System for Education (DISE)
2011-12, enrolment at elementary level has increased from 18.79 crore in 2009-10 to
1991 crore in 2011-12. The State-wise details of enrolment of children at elementary

level are given in the Statement-I (See below).

(d) to (f) In order to meet the shortage of teachers in elementary schools,
19.82 lakh additional teachers posts have been sanctioned under Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan (SSA) upto 2012-13. Out of which, 12.94 lakh posts have been filled up
till December, 2012. State-wise details of teacher posts sanctioned under SSA and

recruited till December, 2012 is given in the Statement-II (See below).

In order to ensure that all the children get opportunity to go to school, SSA
supports States/UTs in opening of new neighbourhood schools, residential facilities
for urban deprived children and in sparsely populated areas, special training for
mainstreaming of out of school children and also transport/escort facility in

exceptional cases.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Statement-1

State-wise details of enrolment of children at elementary level

SI. No. States/UTs Enrolment (Elementary)
2009-10 2011-12
1 2 3 4
1 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 56565 53332
2 Andhra Pradesh 10851248 11251101
3 Arunachal Pradesh 334449 341311
4 Assam 5162100 5760967
5 Bihar 19007493 20852093
6 Chandigarh 142345 156869
7 Chhattisgarh 4515735 4742902
8 Dadra and Nagar Haveli 52290 59994
9 Daman and Diu 26435 26459
10 Delhi 2666589 2818457
11 Goa 178667 186005
12 Gujarat 7814391 8376967
13 Haryana 3336753 3724481
14 Himachal Pradesh 1036117 1005942
15 Jammu and Kashmir 1973294 1908230
16 Jharkhand 6523933 6660259
17 Karnataka 7636745 8424857
18 Kerala 3355998 3819863

19 Lakshadweep 10557 10165
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1 2 3 4
20 Madhya Pradesh 15484989 15317828
21 Maharashtra 15854058 16185891
Manipur 470287 508064
23 Meghalaya 606327 705616
24 Mizoram 246609 258653
25 Nagaland 401411 414405
26 Odisha 5989512 6520130
27 Puducherry 183994 180992
2 Punjab 2908324 3989063
29 Rajasthan 12175129 12397172
30 Sikkim 124102 125618
31 Tamil Nadu 9924561 9776252
32 Tripura 663819 603580
33 Uttar Pradesh 31537647 35404745
K7 Uttarakhand 1579729 1658918
35 West Bengal 15040794 14827957
ALL INDIA 187872996 199055138

Statement-11

State-wise details of teachers post sanctioned under SSA

and recruited till December, 2012

SI. No. State Sanctioned till Recruitment upto
2012-13 31.12.2012

1 2 3 4

1 Andaman and Nicobar Island 210 198

2 Andhra Pradesh 39189 27402
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1 2 3 4
3 Arunachal Pradesh 7262 6153
4 Assam 48808 40756
5 Bihar 403413 198035
6 Chandigarh 1390 1060
7 Chhattisgarh 67507 57193
8 Dadra and Nagar Haveli 937 452
9 Daman and Diu 119 42
10 Delhi 7104 3136
11 Goa 169 179
12 Gujarat 58688 31430
13 Haryana 13435 11286
14 Himachal Pradesh 5856 3653
15 Jammu and Kashmir 43471 40501
16 Jharkhand 120396 81974
17 Karnataka 29055 24278
18 Kerala 2925 0
19 Lakshadweep 38 17
20 Madhya Pradesh 173855 94745
21 Maharashtra 42091 15387
22 Manipur 2871 2719
Meghalaya 13262 9050
24 Mizoram 2485 2175
25 Nagaland 3147 2936
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1 2 3 4
26 Odisha 89901 79817
27 Puducherry 48 37
2 Punjab 14090 11488
29 Rajasthan 114132 100889
30 Sikkim 24 405
31 Tamil Nadu 33214 34526
32 Tripura 6980 6435
33 Uttar Pradesh 423553 264466
34 Uttarakhand 14316 5046
35 West Bengal 198253 136630
TotaL 1982894 1294496

Implementation of RTE in Andhra Pradesh

2104. SHRI PALVAI GOVARDHAN REDDY: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the targets set under Right to Education;
(b) the details of targets achieved so far;

(¢c) whether it is a fact that hiring of teachers and creating school

infrastructure was aimed to be achieved by March, 2013;
(d) if so, whether targets of (c) above have been achieved; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor, particularly with regard to Andhra Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) The Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 provides for free and compulsory
education for all children in the 6-14 age group. As per the District Information
System for Education (DISE), 2011-12, 19.90 crore, children are enrolled in
elementary education, which signifies near universal enrolment of children at

elementary education level.
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(c) to (e) The RTE Act provided a three year window period from date of
enactment of the Act for achieving the norms and standards as laid down in the
schedule to the RTE Act. All the States/UTs have made progress in this regard.
Under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) to ensure universal elementary education,
1,95,003 primary schools, 1,09,451 upper primary schools, 17,91,860 additional
classrooms, 2,29,840 drinking water facilities, 8,53,624 toilets, and 19,82,904 teachers
have been sanctioned since the inception of SSA. Of these 84.76% new primary
schools, 89.66% new upper primary schools, 76.9% additional classrooms, 92.85%
drinking water facilities, 63.59% toilets and the recruitment of 64.87% teachers have
been completed till 31.12.2012.

Under the SSA, 8,143 primary schools, 1,940 upper primary schools, 1,03,337
additional classrooms, 9,041 drinking water facilities, 42,351 toilets and 39,189
teachers have been sanctioned to Andhra Pradesh since the inception of SSA.
Against these sanctions, 94.42% new primary schools, 100% new upper primary
schools, 79.61% additional classrooms, 100% drinking water facilities, 79.04% toilets
and the recruitment of 69.92% teachers have been completed in Andhra Pradesh
till 31.12.2012.

Implementation of Right to Education

2105. SHRI DEVENDER GOUD T.: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether the Ministry feels that implementation of Right to Education

would get affected in view of cut in the Budget by Finance Ministry;

(b) the manner in which the Ministry perceives this and the steps taken to

stop cut in the Budget; and

(¢c) the manner in which the Ministry is planning to achieve the target for

school infrastructure and hiring of teachers before the deadline of March, 2013?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (c) The Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act (RTE), 2009 came into effect on 01.4.2010. Under the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), which is a centrally sponsored scheme aligned to assist the
State/UTs in meeting the objectives of the RTE Act, 2009, budgetary provision of
Rs.19838.23 crore, Rs.21000.00 crore and Rs.23645.00 crore was provided in the years
2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-13 respectively, after the commencement of the RTE Act, 2009
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in the Eleventh Plan period. For the Twelfth Plan period, Rs. 1,92,726 crore has been

indicated as the outlay for the SSA programme.

Since enactment of RTE Act, 2009, 44,194 new schools, 7,00,475 additional
teachers, 5,18,700 toilets and 31,678 drinking water facilities have been sanctioned

under SSA to support the States/UTs in meeting RTE norms.
Proposal for setting up of SITs in Maharashtra

12106. SHRI ISHWARLAL SHANKARLAL JAIN: Will the Minister of
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government of Maharashtra has sent a proposal for setting up
of 448 Satellite- Interactive Terminal (SIT) hubs and centres in the State for benefits
of students and teachers in the field of education in the rural and densely

populated areas of the State;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether State Government has been asking for consideration of this

proposal for the last four years but it has not been considered so far;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
() whether Government would soon take up this proposal for consideration?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (e) Ministry of Human Resource

Development is mainly implementing:

(1 National Mission on Education through Information and
Communication Technology which primarily focuses on higher

education institutions; and

@) The Centrally sponsored scheme “Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in schools” with the objectives of establishing an
enabling environment to promote the usage of ICT in Government
and Government aided Secondary and Higher Secondary Schools

for imparting computer literacy and computer aided learning.

The request from the Government of Maharashtra seeking funds for Satellite

Interactive Terminals (SITs) for the School Education Department is not covered

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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under the above mentioned two schemes of the Ministry of Human Resource

Development.
GER in higher education

2107. SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education at present and how
does it compare with the developed countries in the world like USA, UK, Australia,

China, etc.; and

(b) the steps taken by Government for increasing the level of GER in higher
education including opening of more colleges/universities/institutions in the

country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) As per “All India Survey on Higher
Education” the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) of the students enrolled in the higher
education in India during 2010-11 (Provisional) is 18.8. As per “Global Education
Digest (2012)” brought out by UNESCO Institute of Statistics, GERs of USA, UK,
Australia, China, Iran, Pakistan and Sri Lanka are 95, 59, 80, 26, 43, 5 and 15
respectively for the year 2009-10.

(b) During Eleventh Five Year Plan, several new Central Universities, Indian
Institutes of Management, Indian Institutes of Technology, National Institutes of
Technology, Polytechnics and other Institutions of Higher learning have been
established to increase the GER in higher education. A new scheme has been
approved by the Government under which central assistance on sharing basis is
being provided to the State Governments/State Universities for setting up of a
model degree college in each of the 374 identified educationally backward districts,
where GER for higher education is less than the national GER.

Gap between requirement and availability of

infrastructure in education sector

12108. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that there is a wide gap between the requirement

and the existing availability of infrastructure in education sector in the country;

fOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, Government's response thereto;

(c) the gap assessed between requirement and current availability of
infrastructure in primary, middle, higher secondary and college and vocational

education sector of the country; and
(d) whether any time-frame has been fixed to bridge this gap?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (d) Under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
all new school buildings are sanctioned as composite buildings which include
toilets for girls and boys; and drinking water facilities etc. For existing rural schools
drinking water and toilet facilities are constructed in convergence with schemes of
the Ministry of drinking water and sanitation. As per DISE 2011-12 (provisional),
94.3% Government elementary schools have drinking water facilities and 87.9%
schools have toilets. The RTE Act, 2009 provides a time frame of three years from
the commencement of the Act for completion of school infrastructure. Under SSA,
3.04 lakh school buildings, 17.92 lakh Additional Class Rooms(ACR), 8.53 lakh
toilets and 2.29 lakh drinking water facilities have been sanctioned till 2012-13.

In order to fill the gap between the requirement and the existing infrastructure
in the Government Secondary Schools, 34,311 Government Secondary School have
been approved for strengthening of infrastructure under Rashtriya Madhyamik
Siksha Abhiyan since its, inception in 2009. The infrastructure sanctioned for these
schools include Additional Class Rooms (49,356), Science Labs (23,407), Lab
Equipment (23,961), Computer Rooms (19,641), Art/Craft/Culture Rooms (28,969),
Libraries (25,869), Toilets (19,401), Drinking Water facilities (12,370) and major repairs
(9,228).

The Central Government has approved a scheme to assist State Governments
to set up Model degree colleges in each of the 374 identified educationally
backward districts where the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) for higher education is

less than the national GER.

A scheme of Sub-Mission of Polytechnics under Coordinated Action for Skill
Development' has been initiated under which one time financial assistance up to
Rs. 12.30 crore per polytechnic is provided to the State/UT Governments for
setting up of new polytechnics in 300 un-served and under-served districts of the

country.
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Entry of foreign universities

12109. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has allowed profit oriented foreign universities to

enter in the country;

(b) if so, whether common Indian students are getting affected from this

decision; and

(¢) whether Government proposes to provide necessary resources to Indian
universities for value oriented higher education so that they may be included in

the list of renowned universities of the world?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) No. Sir. As per Central Government's

policy, education is not-for-profit activity in India.
(b) Does not arise in view of (a) above.

(¢) Yes, Sir. The University Grants Commission (UGC) provides financial
assistance for conducting various courses under the scheme of Human Rights
Education (HRE) at under-graduate and post-graduate level. HRE has three
dimensions; moral, legal and contextual. The objectives of Human Rights Education
Scheme are: Human Rights and Duties, Human Rights and Values and Human

Rights and Human Development.
Shortage of teachers in Central Universities

12110. SHRI MOHAN SINGH: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government would launch a comprehensive drive to fulfil the
shortage of teachers in order to improve the quality of education in Central

Universities;
(b) if not, the reasons therefor;

(¢) whether Government is aware that both the research and teaching are
getting adversely affected due to acute shortage of teachers in the Central

Universities; and

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(d) the steps being taken by Government to resolve this problem?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) In view of (a) above, does not arise.

(c) and (d) Teachers are key to quality teaching and research. Shortage of
teachers does affect the both adversely. However, in order to mitigate the situation
arising out of the shortage of teachers, the Government has taken the following

measures, inter alia:

(i) the age of superannuation for teachers in the Central Universities (CUs)

has been enhanced to 65 years;

(i) teachers are eligible for re-employment on contract basis beyond the age

of 65 years up to the age of 70 years;

@iii) universities have been permitted to engage adjunct/guest/contractual

faculty, to meet the shortfall;

(iv) after the VI Pay Commission, the pay scale and promotional avenues of

teachers in the Central Universities have been made one of the best;

(v) the number of the Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) and the Senior
Research Fellowship (SRF) and the fellowship amounts have been

enhanced; and

(vi) science based research and education in the university system have

been strengthened.

Ministry of Human Resource Development and University Grants Commission
(UGC) have been continuously monitoring the progress of filling the vacancies of
teachers in the Central Universities. The issue was last discussed in the
Conference of the Vice-Chancellors (VCs) of the Central Universities held on
5th February, 2013 under the chairmanship of the Hon'ble President of India in
which the VCs were exhorted to fill-up the vacancies in a time- bound manner. As
a follow-up, the Ministry has written to all the VCs to implement the decision on

priority and to furnish the progress report on quarterly basis.
Reduction in campus recruitment in management schools

2111. SHRI MOHAMMED ADEEB: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:
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(@) whether it is a fact that even though the number of MBA seats have
increased from 4500 to 3.6 lacs in business management schools, there has been
reduction in the campus recruitments of the graduates passing out of these

management schools;

(b) whether it is also a fact that the reduction in the campus recruitment is
due to lack of quality education, lack of quality faculty and out-dated courses not

meeting the requirements of the industries; and

(¢c) if so, the details in this regard and the steps proposed to be taken in

the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) The Ministry has not conducted any
study regarding placement rate in business schools. However, the placement in

Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) is quite satisfactory.

(b) and (c) Quality in Business Schools is monitored through the All India
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) as applicable as per its Approval Process
Handbook.The AICTE through its various schemes such as the 'Faculty
Development Programme', the Industry Institute Parternership Cell, the Quality
Improvement Programme, the Innovation Promotion Scheme and Finishing Schools
for students, promotes quality in technical education. Additionally, the AICTE
promotes industry interaction and collaboration with industry bodies like CII, FICCI,
ASSOCHAM, NASSCOM etc. to bring quality in institutions. The Indian Institutes
of Management are playing a significant role in building quality business education
at par with global business schools. The IIMs are encouraged to increase
overseas exposure for their students through the International Student Exchange
programme and the International Business School Meet where a large number of
foreign schools participate. There is also an international focus to the training

material used in their programmes.
Requirement of new schools and teachers under RTE in Assam

2112. SHRIMATI NAZNIN FARUQUE: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government has assessed the requirement of
new schools and additional teachers for implementation of Right to Education in

Assam;
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(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) the action Government has taken or proposes to take in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (c) The Assam Government has

not yet completed the exercise of mapping the requirement of new schools.

Since commencement of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act (RTE), 2009, Assam has been allocated 3,533 new schools, 40,364
girls' toilets and 45,736 teachers based on the States' proposals under the Sarva

Shiksha Abhiyan programme.
Installation of SITs in Maharashtra

2113. DR. BHARATKUMAR RAUT:
SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the State Government of Maharashtra had
requested the Central Government to make available Rs.14.47 crores from the ICT
scheme or any other scheme deemed fit for installation of Satellite Interactive
Terminals (SITs) in the State vide letter no. SIT 2008/(185/08)/PE-5, dated 23 July,
2008;

(b) if so, the details of the present status of the request;
(c) the reasons for the long delay in giving approval to this project; and

(d) the details of the time-frame for giving approval to this project and

release of the funds?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (d) Ministry of Human Resource

Development is mainly implementing:

@1  National Mission on Education through Information and Communication

Technology which primarily focuses on higher education institutions; and

@) The Centrally sponsored scheme “Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in schools” with the objectives of establishing an

enabling environment to promote the usage of ICT in Government and
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Government aided Secondary and Higher Secondary Schools for imparting

computer literacy and computer aided learning.

The request from the Government of Maharashtra seeking funds for Satellite
Interactive Terminals (SITs) for the School Education Department is not covered
under the above mentioned two schemes of the Ministry of Human Resource

Development.
Irregularities in giving UGC grants

2114. SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the details of funds granted by UGC to various educational institutions

during 2011 and 2012, year-wise and State-wise;

(b) whether irregularities have been reported in grants to various institutions
by UGC;

(¢c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether cheques regarding grants in crores of rupees have been issued

to some institutes which have not applied for grants to UGC;
(e) if so, the details thereof, State-wise;

(f) whether some institutions have been granted funds by UGC on the

basis of forged documents; and
(g) if so, the details thereof, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) The statement showing the grants
paid to Universities and Colleges during 2010-11 is available in the website of the
University Grants Commission (UGC) at http://www.ugc.ac.in/oldpdf/pub/
annualreport. Similar statement for 2011-12 is available in the Annual Report of
UGC for 2011-12 that has been laid before the Parliament during the Budget
Session, 2013.

(b) to (g) Yes, Sir. As per the information received from the UGC, it has made
payments of Rs. 40,00,000/- to Patel Memorial National College, Patiala, Punjab and
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Rs. 54,00,000/- to Shri Baldev PG College, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh that appear to be
unauthorized and irregular. These amounts have been refunded by both the
institutions to the UGC. An enquiry committee has been constituted by the UGC to
look into the matter, the findings of which have not been received yet.
Simultaneously, two First Information Reports (FIRs) have been lodged in

Indraprastha Estate Police Station, New Delhi against the above two cases.
Condition of rural education and rural schools

2115. SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RAL
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether as per the report released by the Ministry in January, 2013 the
condition of rural education and rural schools is very bleak and there has been no

improvement in rural education and rural schools during the last three years;
(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(¢c) whether as per the report 57 per cent of rural schools do not comply
with the student- teacher ratio and 39 per cent of rural schools do not have

playgrounds; and
(d) if so, the details thereof, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) The Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER), which is a cursory assessment brought out annually by
PRATHAM, a non-governmental organization, expresses concern regarding learning
levels of children in schools in rural areas. However, the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), which uses a rigorous research
methodology, conducts very detailed periodic national surveys of the learning
achievements of children in classes-III, V and VIII. Two rounds of these National
Achievement Survey have been completed by the NCERT which have revealed
improvements in the overal learning levels, even though achievements remain low.
The findings of the third rounc conducted recently for class V also indicate that

there is enhancement in the level o achievement in most States.
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(c) and (d) As per the District Information System for Education (DISE)-
2011-12 (Provisional), the position with regard to Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) and

playground in elementary schools in rural areas, State-wise is given in the

Statement.
Statement

PTR and playground in elementary schools in rural areas
SL State/UT % Schools complying % Schools with
No. with Student Teacher Ratio playground
1 2 3 4
1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands 96.7 42.34
2. Andhra Pradesh 852 50.94
3. Arunachal Pradesh 469 30.56
4. Assam 57.6 2374
5. Bihar 144 52.83
6. Chandigarh 44.8 100.00
7. Chhattisgarh 74.6 5045
8. Dadra and Nagar Haveli 30.8 36.23
O. Daman and Diu 68.8 9351
10. Delhi 562 99.07
11. Goa 65.8 74.71
12. Gujarat 717 88.23
13. Haryana 720 95.89
14. Himachal Pradesh 90.7 50.73
15. Jammu and Kashmir 86.3 25.84

16. Jharkhand 369 2354
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1 2 3 4

17. Karnataka 813 70.14
18. Kerala 919 7193
19. Lakshadweep 100.0 41.67
20. Madhya Pradesh 449 39.17
21. Maharashtra 784 5350
22. Manipur 785 26.18
23. Meghalaya 83.1 1593
24. Mizoram 86.1 5523
25. Nagaland 83.8 74.00
26. Odisha 63.8 61.51
27. Puducherry 96.8 91.64
28. Punjab 75.1 96.78
29. Rajasthan 60.9 71.73
30. Sikkim 96.0 27.00
31 Tamil Nadu 73.7 70.2.3
32. Tripura 87.7 1048
33. Uttar Pradesh 372 5875
34. Uttarakhand 673 80.33
35. West Bengal 4.0 31.20

Source: DISE 2011-12 (Provisional).
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Vacancies in Delhi University and Banaras Hindu University

2116. SHRIMATI KUSUM RAL:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the details of vacancies of teaching and non-teaching staff in Delhi
University' and Banaras Hindu University, department-wise and category-wise,

respectively;

(b) whether there are large number of vacancies of permanent teaching staff

in Delhi University and no effort has been made to fill these permanent posts;
(¢) if so, the reasons therefor;

(d) whether Government would instruct the competent authorities to fill the
permanent vacancies at the earliest in view of loss of education of students due

to these vacancies;
(e) if so, the details thereof; and
(f) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) The details of department-wise and
category-wise vacancies of teaching staff and the category-wise vacancies of non-
teaching staff in the University of Delhi are given in the Statement-I and Statement-
IT respectively (See below). The details of department-wise and category-wise
vacancies of teaching staff and category-wise vacancies of non-teaching staff in
Banaras Hindu University are given in the Statement-III and Statement-IV

respectively (See below).

(b) and (c) As per the details enclosed, the permanent vacancies in the grade
of Assistant Professor, Associate Professor and Professor in the University of Delhi
as on 01.03.2013 are 410, 375 and 146, respectively. The University of Delhi has
informed that 358 posts of Assistant Professor were advertised in January, 2012
and the recruitment process is underway. The interview for the post of Assistant
Professor in three Departments was conducted in November- December, 2012 and
that for two other Departments has been scheduled in March, 2013. Further, the

screening of applications for 15 Departments is under process. As regards, filling
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up of the posts of Associate Professor and Professor is concerned, the University
has informed that the University Grants Commission (UGC) has constituted a
Committee to revisit the UGC Regulations (Minimum Qualification for appointment
of Teachers and other Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges and Measures
for the maintenance of Standards in Higher Education), 2010 and the University
would undertake the recruitment in full measure on receiving the decision of the

UGC on Regulations on Minimum Qualifications.

(d) to (f) The Ministry of Human Resource Development and the University
Grants Commission have been continuously monitoring the vacancies of teachers in
the Central Universities (CUs). The issue was also discussed in the conference of
the Vice Chancellors (VCs) of the CUs held on 5th February, 2013 under the
Chairmanship of the President of India, who is the Visitor of the CUs, in which the
VCs were exhorted to fill up the vacancies in a time bound manner. As a follow
up, the Ministry has written to all the VCs to implement the decision on priority

and to furnish the progress report on quarterly basis.

(A) Details of vacancies of the teaching Posts, Department-wise

and category-wise in the University of Delhi as on 01.03.2013

Name of the Professor ~ Assoc. Assistant Professor
Department Professor UR SC ST OBC  Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Arabic 1 2 2 - - 1 3
African Studies 1 5 2 - - 1 3
Anthropology - 4 6 1 - - 7
Adult Education 1 4 1 1 - - 2
Buddhist Studies 2 7 5 1 1 2 9
Botany 5 4 - - - 1 1
BRAC - 0 3 1 - - 3
East Asian Studies 2 4 1 1 1 - 3

Commerce 7 14 8 1 1 4 14
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Computer Science 1 3 4 1 - 1 6
Chemistry 2 15 5 1 - 5 11
Economics 9 10 9 - 1 3 13
English 3 3 6 1 - 2 9
Environmental - 2 4 - 1 1 6
Studies

Education 4 9 6 1 1 2 10
Geology - 2 2 - 1 1 4
Geography 3 3 2 - - 1 3
GRS - 7 4 2 1 3 10
Hindi 1 4 11 3 - 4 18
History 2 6 1 1 1 1 4
Library & Info. 2 1 2 - - - 2
Science

Linguistics 1 2 2 - - 1 3
Law 29 87 62 18 10 10 100
MIL & LS 1 7 5 1 1 2 9
EMS 10 15 10 4 2 2 18
Mathematics 5 15 3 1 - 4 8
Statistics 3 3 3 1 - - 4

Music 3 5 3 2 2 3 10
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Operational 2 8 5 1 1 1 3
Research

Punjabi 2 3 2 1 - - 3
Political Science 7 15 3 2 1 1 7
TotaL 109 269 182 46 26 57 311
B)

Name of the Professor  Assoc. Assistant Professor
Department Professor UR SC ST OBC Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Philosophy 4 10 5 1 1 1 8
Psychology 5 7 2 - - 2 4
Persian 1 2 1 - - 1 2
Physics & 3 18 3 3 2 8 16
Astrophysics

Sanskrit 1 17 9 2 - 5 16
Slavonic &Finno 3 3 3 1 - 1 5
Sociology 2 4 2 - - 1 3
Social Work 3 5 4 - - 1 5
Urdu 2 3 3 - - 1 4
Zoology 3 9 2 1 - 4 16
Business - 4 1 - - 1 2

Economics
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1 3 4 5 6 7 8
Bio-Physics 1 1 - - - 1 1
Bio-Chemistry - 1 1 - - - 1
Electronic 2 7 2 1 - 2 5
Science
Financial 1 3 2 1 - 1 4
Studies
CIC 6 10 9 2 1 4 16
Iic - 1 1 - - - 1
Microbiology - 1 - - - -
Plant Molecular - - 1 1 - - 2
Biology
ToraL 37 106 51 12 4 32 O
Granp ToraL (P1 + P2) 146 375 233 58 30 8 410
Statement-11
Vacancies of non-teaching employees in the University of Delhi
Sl. No. Category Details of vacancy
Gen. SC ST OBC  Total
1. Group A 41 10 6 18 75
2. Group B 4 43 23 42 172
3. Group C 437 116 57 172 782
4. Group D (Now under Cat. C) 268 78 39 140 525
ToTAL VACANCIES 810 247 125 372 1554
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Teaching Staff

Unstarred Questions

Vacancies of Department-wise and Category-wise in Banaras Hindu University

Faculty of Science Professor Department

Gen. SC ST ToraL
1 2 3 4 5 6
Faculty of Science
Department
Dept. of Physics 4 2 2 8 Dept. of Chemistry
Dept. of Zoology 1 2 1 4 Dept. of Botany
Dept. of Botany 2 1 2 5 Dept. of Physics
Dept. of Chemistry 0 1 1 2 Dept. of Geology
Dept. of Geography 0 1 0 1 Dept. of Zoology
Dept. of Geology 0 1 0 1 Dept. of Mathematics
Dept. of Mathematics 1 1 0 2 Dept. of Geography
Dept. of Geophysics 1 1 0 2 Dept. of Geophysics
Dept. of Statistics 0 0 1 1 Dept. of Statistics
Dept. of Computer Science 1 0 0 1 School of Biotechnology
Dept. of Moloecular and Human Gen. 1 0 0 1 Dept. of Biochemistry
School of Biotechnology 2 0 0 2 Dept. of Computer Science
Dept. of Biochemistry 0 0 0 0 Dept. of Moloecular &

Human Gen.

Interdisciplinary School of 1 0 0 1 Interdisciplinary School
Life Sciences (1SLS) of Life Sciences (ISLS)
TotaL 14 10 7 31  ToraL
Faculty of Medicine, IMS
Department
Dept.. of General Surgery 0 1 0 1 Dept. of General Surgery
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Statement-111
Teaching Staff

Vacancies of Department-wise and Category-wise in Banaras Hindu University

Associate Professor Department Assistant Professor
Gen. SC ST  ToraL Gen. SC ST  OBC ToraL
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
3 4 2 9 Dept. of Physics 6 1 1 5 13
3 4 1 8 Dept. of Chemistry 1 1 2 1 5
2 3 2 7 Dept. of Zoology 3 2 1 3 9
2 2 1 5 Dept. of Geology 4 2 1 3 10
2 2 1 5 Dept. of Geography 2 1 0 1 4
0 2 1 3 Dept. of Botany 3 1 1 2 7
0 1 1 2 Dept. of Mathematics 1 3 1 2 7
0 1 0 1 Dept. of Statistics 1 1 1 1 4
2 1 0 3 Dept. of Geophysics 0 2 1 1 4
0 0 0 0 Dept.of Computer Science 0 1 1 1 3
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Biochemistry 1 0 0 2 3
1 0 0 1 Interdisciplinary School 4 1 0 2 7

of Life Sciences (ISLS)

1 0 0 1 School of Biotechnology 2 0 0 2 4

2 0 0 2 Dept. of Moloecular & 0 0 1 1
Human Gen.

18 20 9 47 TotAL 28 16 10 27 81

2 2 1 5 Dept.. of Anaesthesiology 2 0 1 2 5
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1 2 3 4 6

Dept. of General Medicine 0 0 0 Dept. of Paediatrics

Dept. of Anaesthesiology 0 1 0 Dept. of Pathology

Dept. of Anatomy 1 1 0 Dept. of Anaesthesiology

Dept.. of Pathology 2 1 0 Dept. of Anatomy

Dept. of Community Medicine 0 1 0 Dept. of Orthopaedics

Dept. of Gastroenterology 1 0 0 Dept.. of Community
Medicine

Dept.. of Microbiology 0 0 0 Dept.. of General Medicine

Dept.. of Ophthalmology 1 0 0 Dept. of Microbiology

Dept. of Paediatrics 0 0 0 Dept.. of Physiology

Dept. of Pharmacology 0 0 1 Dept. of Psychiatry

Dept. of Physiology 0 1 0 Dept. of Obstertrics &
Gynaecology

Dept. of Plastic Surgery 0 0 0 Dept. of Paediabic Surgery

Dept. of Psychiatry 0 0 0 Dept. of Pharmacology

Dept.. of Radiotherapy & 0 0 0 Dept. of Radiotherapy &

Radiation Medicine Radiation Medicine

Dept.. of Biochemistry 0 0 0 Dept. of Biochemistry

Dept. of Biophysics 1 0 0 Dept. of Molecular
Biology Unit

Dept. of Cardiology 1 0 0 Dept. of Neurology

Dept. of Endocrinology & Metabolism 0 0 0 Dept. of Ophthalmology

Dept. of Forensic Medicine 0 0 0 Dept. of

Otorhinolaryngology (ENT)
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
0 1 1 2 Dept. of General Surgery 2 1 1 3 7
0 1 0 1 Dept.. of Obstertrics & 0 1 0 0 1
Gynaecology
1 1 1 3 Dept. of Community 0 0 0 0 0
Medicine
0 1 1 2 Dept. of Pathology 0 2 1 0 3
1 2 0 3 Dept. of General Medicine 1 0 0 0 1
0 1 1 2 Dept. of Paediatrics 1 1 1 1 4
1 1 1 3 Dept.. of Physiology 0 1 1 1 3
1 1 1 3 Dept. of Radiodiagnosis 0 0 1 1 2
& Imaging
1 1 0 2 Dept. of Orthopaedics 1 1 0 1 3
2 1 0 3 Dept. of Anatomy 1 0 1 1 3
2 1 0 3 Dept. of Ophthalmology 0 0 0 1 1
1 0 0 1 Dept. of Pharmacology 0 0 0 1 1
0 1 0 1 Dept. of Biochemistry 0 1 0 1 2
1 1 0 2 Dept. of Microbiology 1 0 0 1 2
1 0 0 1 Dept.. of Cardiology 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 1 Dept. of Cardiothoracic 0 1 0 0 1
Surgery
1 0 0 1 Dept. of Psychiatry 0 0 1 1
1 0 0 1 Dept. of T.B. & Chest 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 1 College of Nursing 1 1 1 1 4
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1 2 3 4 5 6
Dept. of Molecular Biology Unit 1 0 0 1 Dept. of Radiodiagnosis
& Imaging
Dept. of Nephrology 0 0 0 0 Dept.. of Dermatrology
& Venereology
Dept. of Neurology 0 0 0 0 Dept. of Biophysics
Dept. of Neuro-Surgery 0 0 0 0 Dept. of Cardiothoracic
Surgery
Dept. of Obstertrics & Gynaecology 1 0 0 1 Dept.. of Endocrinology
& Metabolism
Dept.. of Orthopaedics 0 0 0 0 Dept.. of Forensic Medicine
Dept. of Otorhinolaryngology (ENT) 0 0 0 0 Dept. of Gastroenterology
Dept. of Paediatric Surgery 0 0 0 0 Dept. of Nephrology
Dept.. of Radiodiagnosis & Imaging 1 0 0 1 Dept.. of Neuro-Surgery
Dept.. of Dermatrology & Venereology 0 0 0 0 Dept. of Plastic Surgery
Dept.. of Surgical Oncology 0 0 0 0 Dept.. of Surgical Oncology
Dept.. of T.B. & Chest 0 0 0 0 Dept.. of T.B. & Chest
Dept.. of Urology 0 0 0 0 Dept. of Urology
TotaL 10 6 1 17 ToraL
Faculty of Arts
Department
Dept. of AIHC & Archaeology 1 1 1 3 Dept. of Hindi
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7 8 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

1 0 1 Dept. of Forensic Medicine 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 Dept. of Neurology 0 0 0

1 0 1 Dept. of 1 0 0 1
Otorhinolaryngology (ENT)

0 0 0 Dept. of Paediatric Surgery 0 0 0 1 1

0 0 0 Dept. of Radiotherapy & 0 0 0
Radiation Medicine

0 0 0 Dept.. of Dermatrology 0 0 0 0
& Venereology

0 0 0 Dept.. of Surgical 0 0 0
Oncology

0 0 0 Dept. of Biophysics 0 0 0

0 0 0 Dept. of Endocrinology 1 0 0 1
& Metabolism

0 0 0 Dept. of Gastroenterology 0 0 0

1 0 1 Dept.. of Nephrology 0 0 0

0 0 0 Dept. of Neuro- Surgery 1 0 0 0 1

0 0 0 Dept.. of Plastic Surgery 1 0 0 0 1
Dept. of Urology 0 0 0

21 16 44 TotaL 14 10 8 17 49

1 1 2 Dept. of Hindi 2 3 2 2 9
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1 2 5 6

Dept. of English 0 1 Dept. of AIHC &
Archaeology

Dept. of Hindi 1 1 Dept. of English

Dept. of Library & Information Sci. 1 2 Dept. of Philosophy &
Religion

Dept.. of Foreign Language 1 2 Dept. of Sanskrit

Dept. of History of Art 1 2 Dept. of Bengali

Dept. of Philosophy & Religion 0 1 Dept.. of Foreign Language

Dept.. of Sanskrit 0 0 Dept.. of Library &
Information Sci.

Dept. of Arabic 1 1 Dept. of Physical
Education

Dept.. of Bengali 1 1 Dept.. of French Studies

Dept.. of French Studies 1 1 Dept. of German Studies

Dept.. of German Studies 1 1 Dept.. of History of Art

Dept.. of Jon. & Mass Comm. 0 0 Dept.. of Jon. & Mass Comm.

Dept.. of Linguistics 1 1 Dept.. of Linguistics

Dept. of Pali & Buddhist 0 0 Dept.. of Pali & Buddhist

Dept.. of Physical Education 1 1 Dept.. of Arabic

Dept.. of Telugu 0 0 Dept.. of Indian Language

Dept. of Urdu 0 0 Dept. of Marathi

TotaL 11 18  ToraL
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7 8 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

0 3 4 Dept. of AIHC & 3 1 1 3 8
Archaeology

0 2 3 Dept. of English 4 1 2 4 11

0 1 3 Dept. of Sanskrit 1 1 1 1 4

0 1 1 Dept. of Philosophy 2 1 0 1 4
& Religion

0 1 1 Dept. of Foreign Language 2 2 1 3 8

1 1 2 Dept.. of Physical 0 2 1 0 3
Education

1 1 2 Dept.. of History of Art 1 2 1 0 4

1 1 2 Dept. of Urdu 1 1 1 1 4

1 0 1 Dept.. of Jon. & 2 1 0 1 4
Mass Comm.

0 0 0 Dept. of French Studies 0 1 1 0 2

0 0 0 Dept.. of German Studies 2 1 1 1 5

1 0 2 Dept.. of Linguistics 0 1 0 1 2

1 0 1 Dept. of Pali & Buddhist 0 1 0 0 1

1 0 1 Dept.. of Bengali 1 1 0 2

1 0 1 Dept.. of Library & 0 1 1
Information Sci.

0 0 0 Dept.. of Indian Language 0 0 1 1

1 0 1 Dept.. of Persian 0 0 0 0

10 12 27 Dept.. of Arabic 0 0 0
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Institute of Agricultural Science
Department
Dept. of Farm Engineering 2 1 0 Dept. of Genetics &
Plant Breeding
Dept. of Genetics & Plant Breeding 0 1 0 Dept. of Agronomy
Dept. of Soil Science & Agril. 0 0 1 Dept. of Ento.& Agril.
Chemistry Zoology
Dept. of Agricultural Economics 0 1 0 Dept. of Mycology
and Plant Pathology
Dept. of Agronomy 0 1 0 Dept. of Plant Physiology

Dept. of Ani. Husbandry & Dairying

Dept. of Ento. & Agril. Zoology

Dept. of Extension Education

0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0

Dept. of Soil Science &
Agril. Chemistry

Dept. of Extension

Education

Dept. of Horticulture
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Dept.. of Marathi 0 0 1 1
Dept.. of Telugu 0 0 0
Tourism Management 0 0 0
section
Faculty Position 0 0 0
(Physical Edu.)
Office Management 1 0 0 1
Museology Section 1 0 0 1
Tourism and Travel 1 0 0 1
Managementl
TotaL 24 20 13 20 77

2 2 1 5 Dept. of Agronomy 0 0 1 0 1

0 1 1 2 Dept. of Genetics & 0 0 0 0 0
Plant Breeding

2 1 0 3 Dept. of Mycology and 1 1 1 0 3
Plant Pathology

1 1 0 2 Dept. of Farm Engineering 0 0 0 1 1

0 1 0 1 Dept. of Soil Science 0 0 0 0
& Agril. Chemistry

0 1 0 1 Dept. of Ento.& Agril. 0 0 0 0
Zoology

1 0 1 2 Dept. of Agricultural 0 0 0 1 1
Economics

1 0 1 2 Dept. of Horticulture 0 1 0 1
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Dept. of Horticulture

Dept. of Mycology and
Plant Pathology

Dept. of Plant Physiology

Dept. of Agricultural

Economics

Dept. of Ani. Husbandry
& Dairying

Dept. of Farm Engineering

ToraL

ToraL

Faculty of Social Sciences

Department

Dept. of Economics

Dept. of Political Science

Dept. of Psychology

Dept. of Sociology

Dept. of History

Centre for Study of Social Exclusion

and Inclusive Policy

Center for Women Studies

Dept. of History

Dept. of Economics

Dept. of Political Science

Dept. of Psychology

Dept. of Sociology

Centre for Study of Nepal

Centre for Study of Social
Exclusion and Inclusive

Policy

TotaL

10

TotaL

Faculty to S.V.D.V.

Department

Dept. of Jyotish

0

Dept. of Vaidic Darshan
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Ani. Husbandry 0 0 0 0
& Dairying
1 0 0 1 Krishi Vigyan Kendra 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Extension 1 0 0 0 1
Education
8 7 4 19 Dept. of Plant Physiology 0 1 0 1
TotaL 2 3 2 2 9
2 2 1 5 Dept. of History 2 1 1 1 5
1 2 1 4 Dept. of Psychology 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 1 2 Dept. of Sociology 0 0 1 0 1
1 1 0 2 Dept. of Political Science 2 1 0 3 6
1 0 0 1 Dept. of Economics 1 1 1 3
2 0 0 2 Malaviya Peace Centre 1 1 0 1 3
2 0 0 2 Centre for Study of 1 0 0 0 1
Social Exclusion and
Inclusive Policy
9 6 3 18 Centre for Study of Nepal 0 0 0 0 0
Center for Intgrated Rural 1 0 0 1
Development
TotaL 7 4 3 6 20
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Sahitya 0 0 0 0 0
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6

Dept. of Dharmagam

Dept. of Dharmashastra & Mimansa

Dept. of Jain Buddh Darshan
Dept. of Sahitya

Dept. of Vaidic Darshan

Dept. of Veda

Dept. of Vyakama

Dept. of Vyakama

Dept. of Dharmashastra
& Mimansa

Dept. of Jyotish
Dept. of Dharmagam

Dept. of Jain
Buddh Darshan

Dept. of Sahitya

Dept. of Veda

TotaL

TotaL

Faculty to Ayurveda, IMS
Department

Dept. of Siddhant Darshan
Dept. of Dravyaguna

Dept. of Kayachikitsa

Dept. of Medicinal Chemistry
Dept. of Prasuti Tantra
Dept. of Rasa-Shastra

Dept. of Shalya Tantra

TotaL

Dept. of Kayachikitsa
Dept. of Rasa-Shastra

Dept. of Rachana Sharir

Dept. of Prasuti Tantra
Dept. of Shalya Tantra
Dept. of Dravyaguna

Dept. of Medicinal
Chemistry

Dept. of Kriya Sharir
Dept. of Siddhant Darshan

Dept. of Swasthavritta
& Yoga

Dept. of Shalakya Tantra
Dept. of Sahmita & Sanskrit

Dept. of Kumarbhrita &
Bal Roga

ToraL
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
0 0 1 1 Dept. of Jyotish 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 1 Dept. of Vaidic Darshan 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 1 Dept. of Veda 0 1 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Dharmagam 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Dharmashastra 0 0 0 0 0
& Mimansa
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Jain Buddh 0 1 0 0 1
Darshan
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Vyakama 0 0 1 0 1
1 1 1 3 ToraL 0 2 1 0 3
1 1 1 3 Dept. of Kayachikitsa 0 0 1 1 2
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Shalva Tantra 0 0 0 1 1
0 1 0 1 Dept. of Medicinal 0 0 0 1 1
Chemistry
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Kriya Sharir 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Rachana Sharir 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 1 Dept. of Siddhant Darshan 0 0 1 0 1
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Sahmita & Sanskrit 0 0 0
1 0 0 1 Dept. of Dravyaguna 0 0 0 1 1
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Rasa-Shastra 0 0 0
1 0 0 1 Dept. of Swhasthavritta 0 0 0 0 0
& Yoga
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Vikriti Vigyan 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Prasuti Tantra 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 Dept. of Kuumarbhrita 0 0 0 0
& Bal Roga
3 3 1 7 Dept. of Shalkya Tantra 0 0 0 0 0
TotaL 0 0 2 4 6
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Faculty of Dental Sciences, IMS

Faculty of Law
Faculty of Commerce

Faculty of Management Studies

Faculty of Education

Institute of Environment Sciences

& Sustainable Development IESD

Faculty of Dental
Sciences, IMS

Faculty of Law
Faculty of Commerce

Faculty of Management

Studies
Faculty of Education

Institute of Environment
Sciences & Sustainable

Development IESD

Faculty of Performing Arts

Department

Dept. of Musicology

Dept. of Instrumental Music

Dept. of Vocal Music

Dept. of Dance

Dept. of Instrumental

Music
Dept. of Vocal Music

Faculty of Performing

Arts (Dance Section)

Dept. of Musicology

ToraL

TortaL

Faculty of Visual Arts

Department
Dept. of Applied Arts
Dept. of Painting

Dept. of Plastic Arts

Dept. of Painting
Dept. of Plastic Arts

Dept. of Applied Arts

TortaL

TotaL
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7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

3 1 1 5 Faculty of Dental 3 0 2 2 7
Sciences, IMS

2 2 1 5 Faculty of Law 0 0 1 1 2

2 1 2 5 Faculty of Commerce 4 3 2 4 13

0 0 0 0 Faculty of Management 0 1 0 1 2
Studies

0 1 1 2 Faculty of Education 2 0 1 2 5

2 0 0 2 Institute of Environment 2 1 0 1 4
Sciences & Sustainable
Development IESD

0 1 0 1 Dept. of Instrumental 1 0 1 1 3
Music

0 0 0 0 Dept. of Vocal Music 1 0 0 1

0 0 1 1 Dept. of Musicology 0 0 1 0 1

0 0 0 0 Dept. of Dance 0 0 0 0

0 1 1 2 TotaL 2 0 2 1 5

0 1 0 1 Dept. of Painting 1 1 2

2 0 0 2 Dept. of Applied Arts 1 0 1 2

1 0 0 1 Dept. of Plastic Arts 1 0 0 1 2

3 1 0 4 History of Arts Section 0 0 1 0 1
TotaL 1 2 2 2 7
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Mahila Mahavidyalaya Professor Mahila Mahavidyalaya
Subject Gen. SC ST ToraL Subject
English 0 0 1 1 Home Sci.
History 1 0 0 1 Sanskrit
Home Science 1 0 0 1 AIHC & Arch.
Physics 1 0 0 1 Botany
TotaL 3 0 1 4 Chemistry

Economics

English

Geography

Hindi

Mathematics

Philosophy & Religion
Physics

Pol. Science
Psychology

Sociology

Zoology

ToraL
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Associate Professor

Mahila Mahavidyalaya

Assistant Professor

Gen. SC ST  ToraL Subject Gen. SC ST  OBC ToraL
0 0 1 1 Chemistry 0 0 0 0 0
1 1 0 2 Zoology 1 0 1 1 3
1 0 0 1 English 1 1 1 2 5
0 0 0 0 Botany 0 1 1 0 2
0 0 0 0 Physics 0 1 1 0 2
0 0 0 0 Hindi 1 0 1 1 3
1 0 0 1 Geography 1 1 0 0 2
0 0 0 0 Psychology 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 Economics 0 1 0 1 2
0 0 0 0 History 1 0 0 1 2
0 0 0 0 Home Sci. 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 Sociology 0 0 0 1 1
1 0 0 1 ATHC & Arch. 1 0 0 0 1
0 0 1 1 Computer Science 0 1 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 Mathematics 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 1 Painting 0 0 1 1 2
5 1 2 8 Philosophy & Religion 0 1 0 0 1

Pol. Science 1 0 0 1 2
Statistics 0 1 0 0 1
Bengali 0 0 0 0 1
Bioinformatics 0 0 0 1 1
Dance 0 0 0 0 0
Education 0 0 0 0 0
Geology 1 1 0 0 2
Inst. Music 1 0 1 0 2
Sanskrit 0 0 0 0 0
Urdu 0 0 0 1 1
Vocal Music 0 0 0 0 0
History of Arts 1 0 0 0 1
Music/Dance 0 0 0 0 0
Physical Education 0 0 0 0 0
TotaL 10 9 7 11 38
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Statement-1V

Details of vacancies of Non-teachine Staff in BHU

Group wise Gen. SC ST OBC Total
A 61 1 2 6 70
B 93 0 1 1 9%
C 533 192 104 196 1025
D 433 4 121 156 764
1120 247 228 359 1954

Implementation of Pay Commission recommendations
in hospital under BHU

2117. SHRI ARVIND KUMAR SINGH:
SHRIMATI KUSUM RALI:
SHRI PRABHAT JHA:
SHRI ALOK TIWARI:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether recommendations of the Sixth Central Pay Commission have
been implemented in respect of the Nursing and Para-medical staff attached to Sir
Sunder Lal Hospital run by the Banaras Hindu University (BHU);

(b) if not, the reasons for not implementing the same for certain section of

staff of the university; and

(¢c) whether any measures have been taken by the Ministry to implement

the same and if so, the time by when the same would be implemented?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) The Revised Pay Bands and Grade
Pays as indicated in the Part- A of the first Schedule of the Central Civil Services
(Revised Pay) Rules, 2008, which was notified by Ministry of Finance to execute
the recommendations of the 6th Pay Commission as accepted by the Government,
have been implemented in respect of the Nursing and Para-medical staff of Sir
Sunder Lai Hospital run by the Banaras Hindu University (BHU) w.e.f. 01.01.2006.
The revised pay scales mentioned in the part B of the first Schedule of the CCS
(RP) Rules, 2008 for certain common categories of staff, which includes Nursing

and Para-medical staff, have not been implemented.
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(b) and (c) The UGC had constituted a Committee to examine and recommend
the rationalisation of Cadre structure and the pay scales of various categories of
employees of the Centrally funded institutions. As per the relevant instructions of
Ministry of Finance, the implementation of pay Scales given in Part B is to be
made in the autonomous organisations after taking an individual view in each case
observing whether grant of the revised pay structure is justified on functional
considerations. The recommendations made by UGC in this regard are under

examination and would be decided in consultation with the Ministry of Finance.
Reservation for poor children from nursery to eighth standard

72118. SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has fixed 25 per cent quota from Class I to VIII in
all schools, for poor children of six to fourteen years under the Right to

Education;

(b) whether education of children starts from Nursery at the age of three

years;

(¢) whether admission in class I is difficult in case children are not admitted

in Nursery;

(d) whether Government would reserve 25 per cent seats in educational
institutions for poor children from three years to fourteen years starting from

Nursery to class VIII, instead of class I;
(e) if not, the reasons therefor; and
( if so, by when?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (c) The Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 provides for free and compulsory
education to all children in the age group of six to fourteen years i.e. from Classes
I to VIII. Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act provides that a specified category school
and a private unaided school shall admit in class I to the extent of atleast 25% of
the strength of that class children belonging to disadvantaged group and weaker

section from the neighbourhood and provide free and compulsory education till

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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completion of elementary education. It also provides that where such school starts
at pre-primary level, the admission of children belonging to disadvantaged group

and weaker section will be at that level.

(d) to (f) Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act already provides for admission of
25% children in private unaided schools from the weaker section and
disadvantaged group residing in its neighbourhood at its entry level which is Class

I or pre-primary level.
Reservation for EWS category in Kendriya Vidyalayas

2119. SHRI T.M. SELVAGANAPATHI: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that over one lakh students would be admitted in

class T across 1,090 Kendriya Vidyalayas;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢c) whether it is also a fact that the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan has
decided to provide 25 per cent reservation for Economically Weaker Sections

category as per the RTE Act; and
(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) The total number of students
expected to be admitted in all Kendriya Vidyalaya (KVs) across the country and
abroad in the academic year 2013-14, would be 97,920 based on 40 students each

for 2448 sections for class-I.

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. As per the provisions of the RTE Act, 2009, KVs admit
at least 25 per cent of the annual class-1 intake from children belonging to weaker

sections and disadvantaged groups.
Allocation and spending on education

2120. SHRI C.P. NARAYANAN: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the allocations for education in 2010-11 and 2011-12 budgets and these

amounts as percentage of GDP;
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(b) the percentage of allocations for school and higher education spent

during these years; and

(c) the percentage of children in the age group of 6-14 years enrolled as

students during the admissions in 2012-13?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) The Plan allocation and
expenditure of Ministry of Human Resource Development during 2010-11 and 2011-

12 and its percentage is as under:
Budget Estimate/Allocation (Plan) and Expenditure (Plan)

(Rs. in crore)

2010-11 2011-12

Departments Allocation Expenditure Percentage Allocation Expenditure Percentage

Department ~ 31036.00 34156.22 110.05 38957.00 38122.50 97.86
of School
Education

and Literacy

Department  11000.00 9356.77 85.06 1310300  12641.98 9648
of Higher

Education

TotaL 42036.00 4351299 103.51 5206000  50764.48 9751

The allocation (Plan) for education as percentage of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) is 0.58% and 0.62% during 2010-11 and 2011-12 respectively.

(¢) The Ministry of Human Resource Development compiles data on
enrolment for different levels, based on admissions figures. As per District
Information System of Education (DISE) data, the total enrolment for Classes I-VIII

(covering age — group of 6-14 years) in 2011-12 is as around 19.91 crore.
ICT Mission

2121. SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:
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(@) whether the Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Mission

in Schools has been implemented across all the States;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the details about various schemes in operation under the ICT Mission;

and
(d) the number of universities and colleges benefiting from the ICT Mission?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) The Ministry of Human
Resource Development, Department of Secondary Education and Literacy is
implementing a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, “Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in Schools” across all the States. Under the ICT @ Schools
Scheme financial assistance is provided to the States/UTs inter-alia, to procure
computers, computer infrastructure along with a provision for internet connectivity,
for the coverage of government and government aided secondary and higher
secondary schools in the States/UTs. Details are given in the Statement (See
below).

(c) and (d) The National Mission on Education through Information and
Communication Technology (NMEICT) is being implemented by the Department of
Higher Education as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme to leverage the potential of ICT,
in teaching and learning process. Under this Mission one Gigabyte per second
(Gbps) optical fibre connectivity has been provided to 400 Universities/University
level institutions. Similarly, upto 15-20 Virtual Private Network over Broad Band
(VPNoBB) connection for 512 Kbps speed each (upto 10 Mbps) have been
provided to nearly 19800 colleges.
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Recruitment of B.P. Ed. holders as primary teachers

12122. SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has banned the recruitment of Bachelor of Physical

Education (B.P. Ed.) degree holders as primary teachers;
(b) if so, the reasons therefor, and
(c) whether this order has been implemented in Uttar Pradesh?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) In pursuance of section 23 of
the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, the National
Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) has vide its Notification dated 23rd August,
2010 laid down the minimum qualifications for a person to be eligible for appointment
as a teacher from classes I-VIII. For primary classes the teacher education qualifications
specified under the Notification are 2-year Diploma in Elementary Education, 4-year
Bachelor in Elementary Education, and 1-year Bachelor in Elementary Education, under
certain conditions, which prepare teachers to teach various subjects such as science,
social science, mathematics, language etc. The B.P.Ed degree is not an eligible
qualification for primary classes as the programme is designed to prepare teachers for

physical education only and not for subject teaching.

(¢) The Government of Uttar Pradesh has informed that its Recruitment
Rules for primary school teachers have been aligned with the NCTE Notification
dated 23rd August, 2010.

Starting of new CBSE schools

2123. SHRI BASAWARAJ PATIL: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the number of CBSE schools in the country, State-wise; and

(b) whether Government would take initiatives to start new CBSE schools in

various States where there is an acute need?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) A list indicating the State-wise
schools affiliated with the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) is given in
the Statement (See below).

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) The CBSE does not open any school. It grants affiliation to the schools
after assessment of their fulfillment of mandatory requirement prescribed in the
Affiliation Bye-Laws of the Board.

Statement

Details of schools affiliated with CBSE

SI. No. Name of the State No. of schools
1 2 3
1 Andhra Pradesh 344
2 Assam 199
3 Bihar 525
4 Gujarat 258
5 Haryana 1106
6 Himachal Pradesh 199
7 Jammu and Kashmir 113
8 Karnataka 537
9 Kerala 1040
10 Madhya Pradesh 773
11 Maharashtra 499
12 Manipur 57
13 Meghalaya 23
14 Nagaland 31
15 Odisha 239
16 Punjab 874
17 Rajasthan 645
18 Sikkim 189

19 Tamil Nadu 418
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1 2 3
20 Tripura 33
21 Uttar Pradesh 1709
Arunachal Pradesh 270
PA] Mizoram 11
24 West Bengal 200
25 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 106
26 Chandigarh 152
27 Delhi 1916
2 Goa 11
29 Puducherry 13
30 Dadara and Nagar Haveli 7
31 Daman and Diu 5
32 Lakshadweep 12
33 Chhattisgarh 400
34 Jharkhand 331
35 Uttarakhand 407
TotaL 13652

Infrastructure facilities under SSA in schools in Jharkhand

2124. SHRI PARIMAL NATHWANI: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether one of the objectives under SSA is to provide infrastructure

support in schools;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether a large number of schools, at primary level, do not have proper

sanitation facilities for girls;
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(d) if so, whether this is resulting in an increase in drop-out rate for girls at

primary level in Jharkhand; and
(e) if so, the steps taken to improve the situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
provides support for school infrastructure like school buildings, additional
classrooms, separate toilets for girls and boys, drinking water facilities, ramps with

railing etc.

(c) to (e) As per District Information System for Education (DISE) 2011-12,
60.1% primary schools have separate girls' toilets and 85.7% have a common toilet.
In Jharkhand as per DISE 2011-12, 63.8% primary schools have a separate girls'
toilet and 74.7% have common toilet. As per Statistics of School Education (SES)
2010-11, girls' drop-out rate in Jharkhand at primary level is 25.6%. Free text books,
free uniform, mid day meal, special training for mainstreaming out of school children
in regular schools and transport/escort facilities in exceptional cases, are inter alia

provided under SSA, to improve girls' retention.
Implementation of OBC reservation in recruitments in educational institutions

2125.SHRI V. HANUMANTHA RAO: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that the University Grants Commission is not
implementing the 27 pe cent OBC reservation in Group-A academic/teaching posts,

as per judgment of the Suprem Court in this regard; and

(b) if so, the action taken by Government for proper implementation of the
27 per cer reservation for OBCs in the recruitments to Central educational

institutions?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) No, Sir. The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has issued instructions or 24.01.2007 to all Central Universities
and Deemed to be Universities receiving grant-in-aid from the Central Government,
to implement the reservation policy of the Government of India in respect of Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) for filling up teaching posts at the level ol Lecturers/

Assistant Professors.



262 Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(b) The Central Government has issued advisories to all Central Universities
and Centrally Funded Technical Institutions from time to time to implement the
OBC reservation policy in employment. UGC as well as Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD) are reviewing the status of filling up of vacancies
reserved for SCs, STs and OBC in all Centrally funded higher educational

institutions from time to time.
Declining learning outcomes

2126. SHRI N.K. SINGH: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether the learning outcomes have actually declined over the last
seven years, inspite of the enactment of the Right to Education Act and the Sarva

Shiksha Abhiyan;
(b) if so, the reasons therefor;
(¢) whether any measures are being undertaken to remedy this;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) The National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), which uses a rigorous research
methodology, conducts very detailed periodic national surveys of learning
achievement of children in classes — III, V and VIII. Two rounds of National
Learners' Achievement Surveys have been completed by NCERT which have
revealed improvements in the overall learning levels, even though achievements
remain low. The findings of the third round conducted recently for class V also

indicate that there is enhancement in the level of achievement in most States.

(c) to (e) The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act,
2009 provides for a system of continuous and comprehensive evaluation (CCE) of
the child's understanding of knowledge and his/her ability to apply the same. The
Act also places an obligation on the teacher to assess the learning ability of each

child and provide additional instructions, if required. The NCERT has developed
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guidance material on the CCE which has been shared with the States. As of now,
22 States/UTs have reported that they are implementing the system of CCE. Under
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) programme, the State Governments and UT
Administrations are supported on several interventions to improve the quality of
elementary education that include, inter-alia, regular in-service teacher training,
distribution of free and improved textbooks, recruitment of additional teachers for
better pupil-teacher ratios, academic support for schools and teachers through block
and cluster resource centres, continuous and comprehensive evaluation system,
teacher and school grants for development of appropriate teaching-learning

materials, etc.
Financial assistance to institutions by Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan

12127. SHRI DARSHAN SINGH YADAV: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) the details of the institutions recognised as Model Sanskrit Colleges/
Research Institutions for providing financial assistance by Rashtriya Sanskrit

Sansthan, State-wise;

(b) the norms adopted to grant recognition to these institutions for this

purpose; and

(c) the amount of assistance provided to each of such institutions during

the last three years and till date?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) The details of the 25 institutions
recognized as the Adarsh Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya (ASM)/Shodha Sansthans, State-

wise, are given in the Statement-I (See below).

(b) The norms for recognizing these institutions are given in Statement-II
(See below). This may also be seen at the website www.sanskrit.nic.in of the

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan.

(¢) The details of financial assistance provided to these institutions during

last three years and current year are given in the Statement-I.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Statement-11

Norms for recognition of Adarsh Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya (ASM)

and Adarsh Shodha Sansthan (ASS)

A voluntary organization registered under the Societies' Registration Act or a

Trust registered under Trust Act hereinafter called 'the Parent Body', maintaining a

Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya or Shodha Sansthan, will be eligible to apply for

recognition. The Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan would recognise them as ASM/ASS if

the following conditions are satisfied:

@

(i)

(ii)

@iv)

v)

The Mahavidyalaya should be teaching at the level of Shastri and
Acharya or equivalent Courses on traditional lines and at least three
batches of students should have passed out Acharya or equivalent
traditional degree of a recognized University/Examining Body. The
Shodha Sansthan should be actively pursuing research in the various
Traditional Sanskrit Disciplines and should have produced at least 15
Ph.Ds/D litts.

The Mahavidyalaya/Shodha Sansthan should have been in existence for
at least seven years at a level mentioned in (i) above. However, the
Mahavidyalaya/Shodha Sansthan receiving financial assistance under the
earlier scheme would continue to be entitled to receive financial

assistance under this revised scheme.

The Parent Body operating the Mahavidyalaya/Shodh Sansthan should
be the owner with possession of adequate area upon which the
Mahavidyalaya/Shodh Sansthan is functioning. Lease of 99 years in
favour of the Parent Body operating the Mahavidyalaya/Shodh Sansthan

will also be acceptable.

The Mahavidyalayas/Shodh Sansthans should have been paying salary

to their teaching and non-teaching employees into their bank accounts.

The registered Parents Body applying for recognition and financial
assistance under this scheme in future would have to deposit a sum of
Rs. 10.00 lakh in favour of the Mahavidyalaya/Shodha Sansthan in a
fixed Deposit Account. The institutions already receiving assistance

under the old scheme which have deposited Rs. 1 lakh/2lakh infavour of
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(vi)

(vii)

(vii)

2128.

the Mahavidyalaya/Shodha Sansthan would re-invest the matured amount
till the fixed deposit of Rs. 10 lakh is made. On grant of recognition
under the scheme, the fixed deposit shall be jointly in the name of the
Principal/Director of the Adarsh Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya/Adarsh Shodha
Sansthan, as the case may, and the Registrar, Rashtriya Sanskrit

Sansthan, both ex-officio.

The Mahavidyalaya/Shodha Sansthan should be affiliated either to a
University duly set up by an enactment of the Government of India or a

State Government.

The Mahavidyalaya should have student strength of atleast 80, a

Shodha Sansthan should have atleast 12 active researchers.

The application by the secretary of the parent body should accompany

the following documents:-

(a) Certificate of Registration under Societies Registration Act/Trust
Act.

(b) Resolution of the Parent Body that it will abide by all norms of
this scheme in case the Mahavidyalaya/Shodha Sansthan is
recognized as Adarsh Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya/Adarsh Shodha

Sansthan.

(¢©) An Undertaking in the prescribed format by all employees of the
Mahavidyalaya/ Shodha Sansthan

School education for underprivileged children under RTE Act

SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

@

who have

the number vagabond street children, ragpikers and such other children

been covered under formal school education after commencement of the

Right to Education (RTE) Act in Mumbai and other parts of Maharashtra;

(b)

under the

©

whether all such underprivileged children in the State have been covered
RTE Act; and

if not, the action plan Government has prepared to cover all such

children in the State under formal education as per RTE Act?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (c) State Government of
Maharashtra reported that for the year 2012-13, 1,95,821 children in the 6-14 years
age group were identified as being out of school, of which 1,05,175 children have
been enrolled in regular schools, of which 9,324 were from Mumbai. For children in
remote areas and migratory children, the State has designed multiple strategies
including seasonal/residential hostels and special training/bridge courses to bring

these children into formal schools.
Derecognition of deemed universities in Tamil Nadu

2129. DR. V. MAITREYAN: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@ whether the Ministry had ordered for an inquiry to cancel the

recognition of deemed universities in Tamil Nadu during the last three years;

(b) if so, the details thereof and the steps taken by Government to protect
the students undertaking their studies in such deemed universities;

(¢) whether the deemed universities have sought any legal remedies for

their problems;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the extent to which maintenance of status quo of deemed universities is

essential for enhancement of quality in education?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) Pursuant to the general perception
about dilution of academic standards in certain institutions deemed to be
universities, the Government on 6th July, 2009 constituted a Committee of eminent
academic experts to review the functioning of institutions deemed to be universities
and the desirability of their continuance as such. The Review Committee, on the
basis of their evaluation and assessment, reported that while some institutions
deemed to be universities met the required benchmarks, some others would need
some time to do so and yet, some others, numbering 44, owing to deficiencies, did
not deserve to continue as institutions deemed to be universities. These
institutions, neither on past performance nor on their promise for the future, have
the attributes to retain their status as universities. 16 of these deemed to be
universities are located in Tamil Nadu. The Government has, in principle, accepted

the report of the Review Committee.
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(b) The Task Force constituted to prepare an action plan for implementation
of the recommendations of the Review Committee on Institutions Deemed to be
Universities, has classified the institutions into seven categories and suggested
possible ways of protecting the interest of students in each of the categories.
However, no further action was taken on this report in view of status quo

obtained by those 44 universities from Supreme Court.

(c) to (e) Yes, Sir. The issue regarding implementation of the recommendations
contained in the aforesaid report is currently sub judice in the Supreme Court of
India in the matter of Viplav Sharma Vs Union of India and Others [WP (C) 142 of
2006]. The Hon'ble Supreme Court has directed the Government to maintain status

quo with regard to these 44 institutions deemed to be universities.
Discrimination against poor children in private schools

12130. SHRI KAPTAN SINGH SOLANKI: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that incidents of discrimination with the poor

children in the private schools of the country have increased;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether Government is considering to issue new guidelines to schools,
for children admitted under economically weaker section quota, so that these

children are not subjected to discrimination; and

(d) whether Government has made any body accountable for taking action

against such schools?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) No such incident has come

to the notice of the Ministry of Human Resource Development.

(c) and (d) The Government of India has issued guidelines on 26th October,
2012 to all states/UTs for implementation of clause (c) of sections 8 & 9 of the
Right of Children for Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act regarding non-
discrimination of children belonging to disadvantaged groups and weaker sections

in schools, for the State Governments and local authorities to take appropriate

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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steps to ensure that all schools adhere to these guidelines. Section 31 & 32 of the
RTE Act provides for monitoring of the rights of the child by the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). State Governments have set up
State Commission for Protection of Child Rights/Right to Education Protection
Authority (REPA) for the purpose.

Setting up of institutes of architectural design

2131. SHRI B.S. GNANADESIKAN: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has planned to set up institutes of architectural

design across the country; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the follow up action taken by Government

in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) and (b) No Sir. There is no proposal,

at present, to set up institutes of architectural design across the country.
Cancellation of deemed university status

2132. DR. PRADEEP KUMAR BALMUCHU: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government has taken a decision to cancel the
deemed university status given to some private institutions as their intake of

students was far less than the guidelines provided by Government;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the number of deemed universities being affected and got cancelled

along with their status; and
(d) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): (a) to (d) No, Sir. Pursuant to the
general perception about dilution of academic standards in certain institutions
deemed to be universities, Government constituted a Committee of eminent

academic experts to review the functioning of institutions deemed to be universities
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and the desirability of their continuance as such. The Review Committee, on the
basis of their evaluation and assessment, reported that while some institutions
deemed to be universities met the required benchmarks, some others would need
some time to do so and yet, some others, numbering 44, owing to deficiencies, did
not deserve to continue as institutions deemed to be universities. The Government
has, in principle, accepted the report of the Review Committee. However, the issue
regarding implementation of the recommendations contained in the aforesaid report
is currently sub judice in the Supreme Court of India in the matter of Viplav
Sharma Vs Union of India and Others [WP (C) 142 of 2006]. The Hon'ble Supreme
Court has directed the Government to maintain status quo with regard to these 44

institutions deemed to be universities.
Disruption of local trains in Mumbai due to poor maintenance

2133. SHRI HUSAIN DALWAI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@) whether there have been instances of disruption of local train services

in Mumbai due to poor maintenance resulting in technical snags;
(b) if so, the details of such instances during the last two years;
(c) the steps taken to streamline the maintenance work;
(d) whether any accountability has been fixed in this regard; and
(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) There has been no instance of complete disruption
of local train services due to poor maintenance resulting in technical snags.
However, there have been occasional instances of detention of local trains due to
material failures and technical snags for which remedial measures have been taken

from time to time.
(b) Does not arise.

() Railways have taken various steps to improve the reliability of Signalling
and Electrical system which include Dual detection system to improve reliability
minimizing the effect of external interference like rain, flood, theft/vandalism, tress

passing, provision of data loggers for centralized monitoring of Signalling system,
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Light Emitting Diode (LED) Signals to improve visibility, Dual Fuse Alarm Systems
to arrest the signalling failures due to fuse blowing off, Metallurgical analysis of
broken components of pantograph/Overhead equipment and deployment of the
thermo vision camera for detection of hot spot in overhead equipment.

Intensive maintenance activities are being carried out during night and mega
blocks to improve the reliability and smooth operation of suburban services in
Mumbai area.

(d) and (e) Do not arise.
Separate coach for ladies, handicaps and senior citizen

12134. SHRI ASHK ALI TAK: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(@) whether it is a fact that half portion of each coach is provided in many
trains for ladies and handicaps, respectively;

(b) whether Government would make a provision to attach separate coaches
for ladies, handicaps and senior citizens in all the trains; and

(c) if so, by when?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c) For the convenience of female passengers,
handicapped persons & senior citizens, Railways have provided the following
reservation related facilities in trains

@@ In all trains having reserved accommodation, a combined quota of two
lower berths per coach has been earmarked in Sleeper, AC-3 tier and
AC-2 tier classes for following category of passengers when traveling
alone:

(a) Senior Citizens;
(b) Female passenger 45 years of age and above; and
(¢) Pregnant women

@) A reservation quota of two sleeper class berths has been earmarked in
all trains running on non-suburban sections for handicapped persons
performing their journey on handicapped concessional ticket. The person
accompanying the handicapped person as escort is also allotted the

berth out of this quota.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(ii)

@iv)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

Specially designed coaches known as SLRD coaches with wider entrance
doors to allow a wheel chair to enter, wider aisles and modified toilet
with 4 berths, the lower two for physically challenged persons and
upper berths for attendants have been attached in almost all Mail/
Express trains except Rajdhani, Shatabdi, Jan Shatabdi Express Trains
and Duronto Express Trains. These coaches are treated as unreserved

except in case of Garib Rath Trains.

In Sleeper Class, a reservation quota of 6 berths is earmarked in Mail/
Express trains for ladies irrespective of age travelling alone or in a
group of female passengers. Ladies special trains are also run wherever

required and feasible.

Rear passenger portion of guard brake van (SLR) is also earmarked for
ladies in certain Mail/Express trains for ladies passengers going without

reservation.

Accommodation is also earmarked for ladies and handicapped persons in
Electrical Multiple Unit (EMU)/Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU)/passenger

trains.

Accommodation is also earmarked for senior citizens during specified

hours on suburban sections by Central and Western Railways.

Expansion and development of railway stations

2135. SHRI DILIPBHAI PANDYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a)

whether the Ministry has received any proposal from the local Member

of Parliament and the State Government regarding expansion and development of

Sidhpur, Palanpur and Mehsana railway stations under Ahmedabad Division in

Gujarat;
(b)
(©)
()

©

if so, the details thereof and the action taken thereon, so far;
whether funds have been earmarked for the said proposal;
if so, the details thereof; and

if not, the reasons therefor?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Some references including those from
Honourable Members of Parliament have been received for development of Sidhpur

and Palanpur stations.

Sidhpur and Palanpur stations have been identified for development as
Adarsh station during the current year 2012-13. Mehsana station has already been

developed as Modern station.

(c) to (e) Station-wise details of funds allocated/spent are not maintained. The
expenditure on such works is funded under Plan Head 'Passenger Amenities'. The
allocation and expenditure under Plan Head 'Passenger Amenities' on Western
Railway, which cover Sidhpur and Palanpur stations during the current year is

Rs.49.92 crore and Rs.34.38 (upto January, 2013) crore respectively.
Railway connectivity

2136. SHRI D.P. TRIPATHI:
SHRI T.M. SELVAGANAPATHI:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is not able to connect backward

and remote regions of tl country even after 65 years of Independence;
(b) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

(c) whether it is also a fact that it has not been able to cover major areas
in many States and ha very little presence in the North-Eastern States and the

Himalayan region;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the steps Government would take to give special emphasis to North-

Eastern States and the Himalayan region?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) No mandate is available to Indian Railways
to connect backward and remote regions. Some of the projects are taken up on

socio-economic considerations which also connect backward and remote areas.

(c) to (e) No, Sir. 2602 Route Km of railway network already exists in North

Eastern Region, 255.67 Route Km of railway network already exists in Jammu and
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Kashmir, 296.26 Route Km of railway network already exists in Himachal Pradesh
and 34491 Route Km of railway network already exists in Uttarakhand States. As
on 01.04.2012, 13 new line projects covering a length of 965 Km and 4 gauge
conversion project having a length of 1510 Km have been taken up in North-
Eastern States and 5 new line projects having a length of 595 Km falling fully/
partly in Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand have been taken
up in Himalayan region. The works are being progressed as per the availability of

resources.
Khurda Road-Bolangir New B.G. rail link

2137. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA:
SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware of its announcement in the Railway Budget
2012-13 to complete and commission phase-I of Khurda Road-Bolangir new B.G rail
link project by March, 2013 and Phase-II by December, 2013; and

(b) if so, the progress of these two phases and the reasons for

unsatisfactory progress, if any?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Khurda Road-Begunia-Nayagarh
Sections of Khurda Road-Bolangir project were targeted for completion during 2012-
13.

Presently 86% of physical work in respect of Phase-I (from Khurda Road to
Begunia) of Khurda Road-Bolangir New Line Project has been completed. Khurda
Road-Khurda Town Section has been completed in 2012-13. Khurda Town —
Sunakhela section falling on Khurda Road-Nayagarh is targeted for completion in
2013-14. Due to delay in availability of land and paucity of fund, target set for
2012-13 could not be achieved.

Amount generated through IRCTC

2138. SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAL
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government has privatized the services of railway catering; and
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(b) if so, the details thereof and the amount generated through IRCTC by

giving contracts in the Eleventh and Twelfth Five Year Plan period?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The services of Railway's catering are provided
either through departmental units managed by Railways/Indian Railways Catering
and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) or by private licensees. Supervision and

monitoring of the catering services are done departmentally by Railways.

(b) After introduction of new Catering policy, 2010, all the catering activities
except Food Plazas, Fast food units and Food Courts have been transferred to
Zonal Railways by IRCTC. Details of Indian Railways Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) earnings form licensee catering for Eleventh and Twelfth plan

period are as under:

Year Plan Earnings

(Rs. in crores)

2007-08 Plan-11 289.20
2008-09 341.02
2009-10 367.66
2010-11 311.67
2011-12 26.19 *
TotaL 1335.75
2012-13 (up to September, 12 unaudited) Plan-12 11.21*
TotaL 1121

* Catering services except Food Plazas, Fast food units and Food Courts have been transferred

to Zonal Railways by IRCTC
Unique identification number for railway employees

2139. SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@) whether the Ministry is planning to issue unique identification number

to both past and present railway employees;
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(b) if so, the details thereof;
(¢) whether this system has been tried in any other country; and
(d) how Railways would cover 25 lakh present and past employees?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) Yes, Sir. A scheme covering both serving
and retired railways employees is under implementation with initial budgetary
provision of Rs. 10 crores. This scheme has been developed keeping specific
requirements of Indian Railways and other countries might have systems akin to

their requirements.
Emergency announcement system in trains

12140. DR. RAM PRAKASH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Khanna, Kakodkar and Pitroda Committees
had recommended for arrangement of emergency announcement system in passenger

trains; and

(b) if so, the number of trains in which such arrangement has been provided

and by when this arrangement would be provided in all trains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) None of the Committees in its Report has made
any recommendation regarding arrangement of emergency announcement system in

passenger trains.
(b) Does not arise.
Quality of food supplied in trains

2141. SHRIMATI T. RATNA BAI:
SHRI MOHD. ALI KHAN:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@) whether complaints are increasing regarding quality of food supplied in
trains including Shatabdi, Duronto and Rajdhani trains particularly under South

Central Railway;

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(b) if so, the details thereof during the last three years and the reasons

therefor; and
(c) the steps being taken by Railways to prevent such situation in future?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) No, Sir. The number of the complaints
regarding quality of food supplied in trains including Shatabdi, Duronto and

Rajdhani trains particularly under South Central Railway is as under:

Sl. No. Year No. of complaints
1 2010-11 35
2 2011-12 20
3 2012-13 (up to February) 19

(¢) Improvement in the quality of catering services is an on-going process.
Supervision and monitoring have been strengthened through a mechanism put in
place by deploying railway personnel, who check quality and hygiene and take
corrective action in a time-bound manner. Catering Monitoring Cells have been set
up at Zonal and Divisional level for daily monitoring of the catering activities.
Further, on the same pattern, a centralized Catering Complaint Monitoring Cell has
been set up in Board's office having a toll free number 1800-111-321 for prompt
redressal of the passenger grievances related to the catering activities for real time

assistance to travelling public.
Adarsh railway stations

2142. SHRI PYARIMOHAN MOHAPATRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) the number of stations announced in the Railway Budgets of 2009-10
and 2010-11 to be upgraded as Adarsh railway stations;

(b) whether upgradation has been done as per the announcements; and
(¢c) if not, the reasons therefor, case-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) 378 railway stations during 2009-10 and 201 railway
stations during 2010-11 were identified for development under 'Adarsh' stations

scheme.



Written Answers to [15 March, 2013] Unstarred Questions 281

(b) and (c) Development of railway stations is a continuous process subject
to availability of funds. 373 stations identified in 2009-10 and 132 stations identified
in 2010-11 have been developed so far.

Status of new railway lines

2143. SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that the Ministry sanctioned new railway lines in

2007 on Bengaluru-Kanakapura-Chamarajanagar and Hubli-Ankola lines;
(b) if so, the present status of these two projects;
(c) whether the survey work in this regard has been completed;
(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor;

(e) whether these projects have been held up for want of any clearances

from the Central or State Govemments; and
(f) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (f) Bangalore-Kanakpura-Chamarajnagar-
Satyamangalam and Hubli-Ankola new line projects were included in the Budget
1996-97 and 1997-98 respectively. In compliance to the orders of Central Empowered
Committee constituted under Hon'ble Supreme Court, work on Bangalore-

Chamarajnagar-Satyamangalam and Hubli-Ankola new line projects are held up.

In the case of Bangalore-Satyamangalam project, Karnataka State has agreed
to provide land free of cost and also to share 50% of the cost of construction,
and requested the Ministry of Railways to take up the work on non-forest area i.e.
on Bangalore-Kanakpura-Chamarajnagar section. Accordingly, the project is being

taken up further.

Final location survey for Hubli-Ankola new line project has already been
completed. Based on its report, land acquisition papers were processed, but the

project is held up as per directives of Central Empowered Committee.
Project to minimise late running of trains

2144. SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:
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(@) whether Government has initiated a project to minimise late running of

trains and improving safety on railway tracks;
(b) if so, the details of this multi-pronged strategy; and

(c) the action plan of Government to intimate passengers with reserved/
confirmed tickets about cancellation of such trains during foggy seasons, in

advance, to avoid any inconvenience to them?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Indian Railways constantly endeavors to
run trains to time and to this end Indian Railways have started monitoring the
punctuality of trains using Integrated Coaching Management System (ICMS) at all
the three levels viz. Divisional level, Zonal Head Quarters level and Railway Board
level. This system, which is integrated with Control Office Application (COA),
ensures on-line monitoring of punctuality, greater transparency as also accurate
data-keeping regarding punctuality of trains. In addition to these, Indian Railways
also undertakes punctuality drives from time to time and counsels staff to sensitize

them regarding punctuality.

Furthermore, with a view to ensure safe operations and the punctuality of
passenger carrying trains, constant endeavors for Up-gradation of technology of
track, rolling stock and signaling systems as also improvement in standards of

maintenance of assets to reduce equipment failures, is undertaken.

Railways also maintain close co-ordination with State Governments to tackle
the Law and Order problems and miscreant activities, for smooth and punctual

running of trains.

(¢c) There is no provision to inform passengers with confirmed reserved

tickets about the cancellation of trains, at present.
Cordoning of railway tracks with walls

2145. SHRI BAISHNAB PARIDA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it is proposed to cordon off railway tracks with walls in Delhi

area to control train accidents;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
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(¢) whether such a proposal is also under consideration in other metros of

the country;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the status of removing jhuggies located around railway tracks to prevent

deaths of the children and others, while they squat on such railway tracks?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (d) Construction of walls/fencing is taken up in
specific situations in Delhi area to prevent trespass, encroachments and for safety.
Boundary wall/fencing is also provided on these considerations in other parts of

the country on Railway land.

(e) Periodical drives are undertaken by Railways for removal of jhuggis
located along the railway tracks. New encroachments are removed as soon as these
are noticed. For old encroachments, action is initiated under Public Premises

Eviction Act and Railway Act.
Procurement of accident-free high-speed superfast trains

12146. SHRI ISHWARLAL SHANKARLAL JAIN: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government proposes to procure accident-free high-speed

superfast trains, keeping in view the growing crowd of passengers in the country;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(¢c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Feasibility of developing High Speed Coaching
Stock is being explored by Indian Railways. Modalities of induction of such stock

through procurement or through in house development is not yet finalized.

(b) Link Haffman Bush coaches presently fit upto 160 kmph can be upgraded
upto 200 kmph speed. For speed beyond 200 kmph, Research Designs and
Standards Organisation (RDSO) has been advised to develop technical

specification.

(¢) Does not arise.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Technical parameters for operational speed certificate

2147. SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) the technical parameters applied by Railways to give operational speed

certificate to its rolling stock on broad-gauge route;

(b) whether there are different parameters for different types of rolling stock

on same route/track; and
(c) if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Provisional speed certificate is issued with 5 year's
validity on the basis of design parameters and computerized simulation of vehicle

dynamics of rolling stock, upto a maximum speed as under:
(I) 80 km/h for BG passenger stock.
(2) 65 km/h for BG goods stock.

Final speed certificate is issued on the basis of satisfactory results obtained

in oscillation trials of rolling stock.

(b) Yes, Sir. Parameters and their permissible values are different for each

type of rolling stock.

(c) Permissible values have been decided by the standing criteria committee
of Indian Railway's Research Designs and Standards Organization set up for
evolving criteria for assessment of stability of rolling stock on Indian Railways

based on service requirements. Details are given in the Statement.
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Funds spent by railway zones on operations

2148. SHRIMATI GUNDU SUDHARANI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that out of 17 Railway Zones, 8 Zones spent more

funds on operations than their revenue between April-October, 2012;

(b) whether it is also a fact that Metro Railway, Kolkata, has also spent

more than its revenue;

(¢c) if so, how the Ministry looks at this as the burden falls on the other

better performing Zones;

(d) the details of money spent by all Zones on operations during the last

ten years, year-wise and Zone-wise; and

(e) the corrective measures that have so far been taken in this regard by

the Ministry?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir. Only 5 Zones spent more funds on
operations than their revenue between April-October, 2012. Zone wise earnings and
ordinary working expenses between April-October, 2012 is given in Statement-I (See

below).

(b) Yes, Sir. Metro Railway Kolkata has spent Rs. 150.42 crore which is
more than its revenue of Rs.63.62 crore during the period April-October, 2012.

(¢c) Traffic earnings, particularly passenger and goods earnings which
constitute 95% of traffic earnings, are apportioned amongst the zonal Railways
based on the traffic traversed on the respective zonal Railway. As such, all the
zonal Railways are not evenly placed by virtue of their geographical location and
other factors determining the traffic potential. As regards Metro Railway, Kolkata; it
caters to only suburban passenger traffic, which is the most subsidized category
of passenger traffic. On the other hand, operating expenses incurred by the zonal
Railways including Metro Railway, Kolkata include an element of fixed cost,

irrespective of the traffic output. Due to these reasons, performance of the
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Railways in respect of earnings and operating expenses are viewed for the Indian

Railways as a whole.

(d) The details of expenditure of Indian Railways during the last ten years,

year-wise and zone-wise is given in the Statement-II (See below).

() Indian Railways have taken both non-tariff related measures and tariff

related measures to improve its economic health as indicated below:
Non-tariff Measures:

They include extension of Passenger Reservation System (PRS) and
Unreserved Ticketing System (UTS) facilities to more and more locations,
speeding up of trains, review of trains with low patronage, deployment of
additional coaches in well patronized trains, vigorous checking of ticket less
travelling, additional leasing of parcel space in certain nominated trains,
leasing of vacant compartment of guard in front SLR coach etc. In addition,
efforts to improve staff productivity by better man power planning, better
asset utilization, improvement in inventory management, optimizing fuel
consumption etc. and controlling expenditure through number of austerity/

economy measures are continuously being pursued.
Tariff Measures:

They include simplification and rationalization of freight/fare structure besides

several other measures like introduction of Freight Incentive Schemes etc.
Statement-1

Zone-wise total earnings and ordinary working expenses

incurred between April-October, 2012

(Figures in crore of Rs.)

Sl. No. Name of Railway Zone Total Earnings  Ordinary Working
Expenses

1 2 3 4

1 Eastern 2653.34 3834.85

2 Northeast Frontier 154249 2318.58
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1 2 3 4

3 North Eastern 1307.97 1803.18
4 Southern 3400.27 3729.29
5 Metro 63.62 15042
6 South Western 1967.13 1759.54
7 Central 5338.04 4896.56
8 Northern 6610.66 6104.64
9 North Western 262291 1952.78
10 East Central 4400.79 332423
11 Western 5771.10 4508.04
12 West Central 4272.54 2535.36
13 South Eastern 5172.34 3288.16
14 South Central 6489.16 4462.00
15 South East Central 4556.13 1988.32
16 North Central 6070.05 2969.01
17 East Coast 5864.41 2253.89

TotaL 68102.95 51878.85
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Request from Maharashtra to handover acquired land
2149. SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(@) whether the Ministry has received a request from the Chief Minister,
Maharashtra on 13th June, 2011 for granting the open land area of 8.32 acres at
Achalpur, Distt. Amravati owned by the Central Railway to National Textiles
Corporation Limited for a Green Field textiles project;

(b) if so, whether the project has been approved;

(¢c) if not, whether the Ministry intends to give the approval in view of its
importance for this region in terms of industrial development and employment
generation;

(d) the reasons for delay in giving approval; and
(e) the time-frame for approval of the project?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J. SURYA
PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (e) Railway land measuring 7.73 acres has already been
transferred to National Textiles Corporation (NTC) and possession handed over to NTC
on 20.12.2012.

Development of railway linkages to DMIC

2150. SHRI NATUJI HALAJI THAKOR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Railways have received any request from Government of Gujarat
for development of various railway lines for overall development of Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor (DMIC);

(b) if so, by when Railways intend to start those projects;
(¢c) if not, the reasons therefor;

(d) whether any State Government, including Government of Gujarat, has
submitted any request for development of railway linkages in the influence area of
DMIC;

(e) if so, the action taken thereon by Railways;

() whether Government is planning to develop Industrial Corridor along the
Western Dedicated Freight Corridor; and

(g) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J. SURYA
PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (e) Ministry of Railways has received requests from
Government of Gujarat for development of various railway lines for overall development
of Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC). The details of the requests and item-

wise remarks are as below:
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(f) and (g) Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) Project envisages
development of the following Industrial cities along side with linkages to the

Dedicated Freight Corridor in a phased manner:
(1) Dadri-Noida-Ghaziabad Investment Region, Uttar Pradesh.
(2) Manesar-Bawal Investment Region, Haryana.
(3) Khushkera-Bhiwadi-Neemrana Investment Region, Rajasthan.
@)  Pithampur-Dhar-Mhow Investment Region, Madhya Pradesh.
(5) Ahmedabad-Dholera Investment Region, Gujarat.
(6) Shendra-Bidking Industrial Park City near Aurangabad, Maharashtra.
(7) Dighi Port Industrial Area, Maharashtra.
Establishment of workshop at Jamalpur, Bihar

2151. SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAV: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:
(a) the status of establishment of workshop at Jamalpur in Bihar;

(b) how much is the budget of this project and how much amount has

already been allocated till Financial year 2012-13;
(¢c) the completion schedule of this project; and
(d) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) There is already an established workshop at
Jamalpur in Bihar which is undertaking activities like periodic overhaul of wagons,
Diesel locomotives and cranes in addition to manufacturing of wagons, 140 Ton

cranes and Jamalpur jacks etc.
(b) to (d) Do not arise.
Establishment of wagon workshop at Garhara, Bihar

2152. SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAV: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:
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(a) the status of establishment of Wagon Workshop at Garhara in Bihar;

(b) how much is the budget of this project and how much amount has

already been allocated till financial year 2012-13;
(c) the completion schedule of this project; and
(d) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) A work has been sanctioned at Garhara for
creation of facilities for maintenance of unloadable wagons. As part of this work,
boundary wall, masonry work of Administrative block and foundation of over head

tank has been completed.

(b) An outlay of Rs. I crore has been provided in 2012-13. A cummulative
expenditure of Rs.1.22 crores has been incurred on the project upto February, 2013.

(c) and (d) The project shall be completed in 18 months after finalization of

plan layout subject to availability of funds.
Adarsh and world class stations

12153. DR. ANIL KUMAR SAHANI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) the number of Model, Adarsh and World Class stations established

during the last three years;

(b) whether there is any plan to establish Adarsh and World Class stations

in Bihar also; and
(¢c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c) 636 and 572 stations have been developed
under 'Adarsh’ and 'Model' station schemes respectively on Indian Railways. Model
station scheme was in vogue between the year 1999 to 2008 and currently Adarsh

station scheme is in vogue since the year 2009.

In Bihar, 48 stations have been identified for development under 'Adarsh’
Station Scheme out of which 19 stations have been developed and 55 stations
have been identified for development under 'Model' Station Scheme out of which

43 stations have been developed. The details are as under:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Stations developed as Adarsh Stations in State of Bihar (19)

Abhaipur, Anugraha Narayan Road, Arariya, Arariya Court, Bihar Sharif,
Chhapra Jn., Forbesganj, Jamalpur, Jehanabad, Jogbani, Madhubani, Naugachia,
Patna Saheb, Rafiganj, Sasaram Jn., Simraha, Sitamarhi, Sultanganj and Thakurganj.

Stations developed as Model Stations in State of Bihar (43)

Ara Jn., Arariya Court, Bakhtiyarpur Jn., Barauni Jn., Barh, Bariarpur,
Begusarai, Bhagalpur, Biharsharif, Buxar, Chhapra Jn., Danapur, Darbhanga Jn.,
Dehri-on-Sone, Gaya Jn., Hajipur Jn., Harishchandrapur, Jamalpur, Jamui, Janakpur
Road, Jhajha, Katihar, Khagaria Jn., Kiul Jn., Madhubani, Mokama, Motihari,
Muzaffarpur Jn., Nalanda, Nawadah, Patna Jn., Patna Sahib Jn., Phulwarisarif, Purnea
Jn., Rajendra Nagar(T), Rauxaul Jn., Saharsa Jn., Samastipur Jn., Sheikhpura,

Sitamarhi, Siwan Jn., Sonepur, and Sultanganj.
No station has been developed as world class station in the last 3 years.

In Bihar, Patna and Gaya stations are identified for development as world
class stations by leveraging real estate potential of land around and air space
above railway stations in Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode. Consultancy work
for preparation of Master Plan and feasibility Report for development of Patna as
world class station have been undertaken. In regard to Gaya, preliminary studies

have been undertaken.
Failure of E-ticket booking transactions

2154. DR. CHANDAN MITRA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(@) whether about 30-40 lakh railway e-ticket booking transactions fail every
month on IRCTC's e-ticketing facility but money is debited through consumers'

bank accounts;

(b) if so, the details thereof for the last six months along with the reasons

for failure of such a large number of transactions;

(c) whether Government has taken any steps for technological upgradation

of IT infrastructure of e-ticketing system; and

(d) if so, the details thereof along with the further steps taken by

Government to enhance the e-ticket booking capacity of IRCTC website?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) No, Sir. During the period from August,
2012 to January, 2013, while 7.32 crore tickets were booked successfully through
the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) website, in 53.92 lakh
cases, payment was settled but tickets were not booked. The reasons for such
cases include network failure, non-availability of chosen lower berth/compact

accommodation, etc.

(c) and (d) Following steps have been taken to enhance the existing IT

(Information Technology) infrastructure of IRCTC:
@i Internet bandwidth has been increased to 450 mbps recently.

(i) High capacity data base servers have been installed. This will help in

faster through put and response.

@) Additional Software licenses, application and web servers have been

procured.
(iv) Mobile Application and mobile website booking have been launched.

(v) Continuous co-ordination is made by IRCTC with various banks

regarding payment gateway to reduce failed cases.
Hike in passenger fares

2155. DR. KANWAR DEEP SINGH: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:
(@) whether passenger fares were recently hiked across all classes;
(b) if so, the reasons therefor;

(¢) whether Government has ignored to explore other options of internal

revenue generation, including steps like monetisation of idle railway land, etc.;
(d) if so, the reasons therefor; and
(e) if not, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Passenger fares had not witnessed any

increase since 2002-03; in fact, fares in several segments of passenger services,
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including Second Class, were revised downwards in subsequent years. A
correction had become imperative from the view point of redressing the un-viability
that had consequently got manifested in the fare structure and, also, generating
resources that are critically required for funding initiatives in thrust areas, viz.

modernization and safety.

The revision in Passenger Fares that has been implemented with effect from

22.01.2013 is a moderate one as would be evident from the following table:

S1. No. Class Increase in Fare paisa per PKM
1 Second Class Ordinary (Suburban) 2 Paise
2 Second Class Ordinary (Non-Suburban) 3 Paise
3 Second Class (Mail/Express) 4 Paise
4 Sleeper Class 6 Paise
5 AC Chair Car 10 Paise
6 AC 3-Tier 10 Paise
7 First Class 3 Paise
8 AC 2-Tier 6 Paise
9 AC First Class 10 Paise

(c) to (e) Amongst the other measures taken for supplementing internal
resource generation is the proposal outlined in the Railway Budget for 2013-14 for
Fuel Adjustment Component (FAC) — linked revision in freight tariffs with effect
from 01.04.2013.

Indian Railways network occupies a land area measuring about 10.65 lakh
acres. Ninety per cent of this land is directly under railway tracks, yards,
workshops and allied infrastructure. The vacant land, measuring about 1.13 lakh
acres is mostly in the form of a narrow strip along tracks which railways have
been utilizing, or plan to utilize, for its expansion in the form of doubling, third
line, quadrupling, gauge conversion, freight corridors, yard remodeling, traffic facility
works, workshops, etc. for servicing and maintenance of track and other rail related
infrastructure. Vacant railway land/air-space not required by Railways for its

immediate future operation needs, is utilized for commercial development through
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Rail Land Development Authority (RLDA), wherever feasible and supplement their

financial resources by non-tariff measures.
Railway network in NE region

2156. SHRI AVINASH PANDE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:
(a) the total length of railway network in the North-Eastern region;

(b) the total length of railway network in the North-Eastern region built
after 2001,

(¢c) what is its proportion compared to the length of total railway network

built in the country since 2001;

(d) whether Government plans to undertake construction of any new railway

line in the North-Eastern region in the near future;
(e) if so, the details thereof; and
(f) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) The total length of railway network in the North

Eastern region as on 31.3.2012 is as under:

SI. No. Name of the States Route Kilometres as on 31.3.2012
L. Arunachal Pradesh 1.26
A Assam 2,458.93
3. Manipur 1.35
4. Meghalaya -
5. Mizoram 1.50
6. Nagaland 12.85
7. Sikkim -
8. Tripura 151.40

TotaL 2,627.29
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(b) The total length of railway network added in North Eastern region
during the period from 31.3.2001 to 31.3.2012 is 49.51 kms.

(¢) Of the total route kilometres of Indian Railways added since 31.3.2001,

the route kilometres of North Eastern region account for 3.15%.
(d) Yes, Sir.

(e) Construction of 13 new lines falling fully/partly in North Eastern region
and covering a length of 965 kilometres to augment railway network in North
Eastern region have been taken. 10 new lines surveys are in progress. Three new

lines surveys are proposed in Railway Budget 2013-14.
(f) Does not arise.
Tatkal tickets

2157. SHRI DILIPBHAI PANDYA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that touts book Tatkal tickets in the name of

fictitious persons and the genuine passengers are deprived of this benefit;

(b) if so, the steps Government proposes to take to ensure that genuine

passengers get benefit of this service; and

(c) the action taken by Government against touts and railway employees

who are indulging in such activities?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) No, Sir. Under Tatkal Scheme, tickets are
sold only to genuine passengers on production of self attested photocopy of one
of the prescribed proofs of identity. While booking Tatkal tickets through internet,
the details of the specific proof of identity have to be indicated. The passenger
has to carry the same in original during travel. Further, Tatkal scheme has been
rationalized and a number of modifications have been made with a view to avoid
misuse of Tatkal scheme, which include no refund on cancellation of confirmed
Tatkal tickets, non-issue of duplicate Tatkal ticket under normal circumstances,

change of timings of opening of booking of Tatkal tickets, etc.

(¢) To check the cornering of seats by touts in connivance with railway

staff, preventive checks are conducted in and around reservation offices. Checks are
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also conducted in trains against travelling on transferred ticket. Surveillance/
Monitoring of the working of reservation offices is also undertaken by installing
CCTVs to prevent possible activities of touts. Railway staff, if found indulging in
malpractices in connivance with touts, are taken up under the Disciplinary and
Appeal Rules. During the financial year 2012-13 (upto January, 2013), 2115 touts

have been apprehended/prosecuted.
Railway projects

12158. SHRI ASHK ALI TAK: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to

state:

(a) the number of railway projects on which work is under progress at

present and the details thereof;

(b) the time by when these projects were to be completed and by when

the above projects would now be completed; and
(c) the additional funds that will have to be spent due to this delay?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) As on 01.04.2012, Railways have 347 ongoing
projects consisting of 132 new line, 42 gauge conversion and 173 doublings

project.

(b) Due to huge throw forward and limited availability of resources, deadline
for every project is not feasible to be fixed. Completion time of projects are
decided annually depending upon availability of resources and progress made on
individual project. Target time for completion of any project cannot be fixed
beforehand due to (i) delays in land acquisition and forestry clearances; (ii) adverse
law and order condition and other market forces; (iii) failure of contracts; and (iv)
technological changes, improved standard of construction and other changes in
scope of work due to change in traffic pattern etc which could not be anticipated

at the time of sanction of project.

(¢) The additional funds that will have to be spent due to this delay cannot

be quantified in real terms as escalation depends on various factors every year.
Increase in train fares

172159. DR. YOGENDRA P. TRIVEDI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(a) whether Government is contemplating to increase the fares of trains such
as Rajdhani, Duronto and Shatabdi;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and
(¢c) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Evaluation of various alternatives relating to
rationalization of passenger fares is an on-ongoing process. Such exercises are yet
exploratory in nature and do not constitute a proposal for increasing fares of
Rajdhani, Duronto and Shatabdi train services.

(b) and (c¢) Do not arise.
MoU/JV projects of PSUs under the Ministry

2160. SHRI BALWINDER SINGH BHUNDER: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

(@ how many Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs)/Joint Venture (JV)
projects have been signed by the Public Sector Undertakings under the Ministry

with the foreign or domestic partners;

(b) the date of signing of each of these MoUs/JV projects and the purposes
of signing, PSU-wise;

(c) the status of each of the MoU/JV projects, PSU-wise; and
(d) by when the MoU/JV projects would be realized/completed?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K..
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) 125 nos. MoU/JV projects have been signed by
various Central Public Sector Enterprises under Ministry of Railways with foreign
or domestic partners. Out of these, 12 MOUs/JVs have been signed with Foreign

partners and 113 with Domestic partners.

(b) to (d) The date of signing of each of MoU/JVs projects, the purpose of
signing, the status of each project and by when project would be realized/
completed, PSU-wise is given in the Annexure [See Appendix 228 Annexure No. 30]

Proposal for terminus at Madura near Sawantwadi

2161. SHRI HUSSAIN DALWAI: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:
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(@) whether many Express, Mail and Passenger trains on Konkan route
terminate at Sawantwadi but for cleaning and other maintenance work these are

taken to Madgaon in Goa;
(b) if so, the details thereof;

(¢) whether to save time and cost, Railways have proposed to construct a

terminus at Madura near Sawantwadi;
(d) if so, the details thereof; and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
(¢) No, Sir.
(d) Does not arise.
(e) Operationally not required at present.
Extension of advance reservation period

2162. SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERIJEE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether Railways have extended the advance reservation period from

three months to six months; and
(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) No, Sir. The existing Advance Reservation Period
is 120 days.

(b) Does not arise.
Revised policy for private investment

2163. DR. K.V.P. RAMACHANDRA RAO: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Railways have recently approved revised policy

for encouraging private investment in railway connectivity;
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(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the present status thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) to (c¢) Yes, Sir. The recently approved revised
policy for encouraging private investment in rail connectivity provides for five

participative models. These are as under:
(i) Non-Government Private Line Model
(i) Joint Venture model
(@iii) Build, Operate and Transfer (BOT) model
(iv) Capacity augmentation with funding provided by customers
(v) Capacity augmentation through annuity model.

Meetings have been held with potential Investors to apprise them about the
various models and investment options thereon to enable them to make

investments suited to their business interests.
Setting up of Adarsh stations and MFCs

2164. SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(@ by when the Ministry would set up Adarsh Stations by upgrading
Banspani, Bolangir, Jajpur-Keonjhar Road, Khurda Road, Koraput Junction,
Rayagada and Titlagarh Junction stations announced in 2009-10 and Angul,
Belpahahr, Bobbili, Jakhpura, Jharsuguda, Lanjigarh Road, Lapanga, Meramundali,
Rengali, Raghunathpur and Titlagarh stations announced in Railway Budget 2010-11;
and

(b) the status of eight Multi-Functional Complexes (MFCs) at Cuttack,
Brahmapur, Jharsuguda, Rayagada, Banspani, Balasore and Bhubaneswar with
budget hotel at Sambalpur?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) Banspani, Bolangir, Jajpur-Keonjhar Road, Khurda
Road, Koraput Junction, Rayagada, Belpahar, Titlagarh Junction, Jharsuguda
stations have already been developed under 'Adarsh’' Station Scheme and all related

works have been completed.
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Works for development under 'Adarsh' Station Scheme are planned for
completion during 2012-13 at Angul, Jakhopura, Lanjigarh Road, Lapanga,
Meramandali, Rengali and Raghunathpur railway stations and during 2013-14 at
Bobbili Railway Station.

(b) Task of development of Multi Functional Complexes (MFCs) at Cuttack,
Brahmapur, Jharsuguda, Rayagada, Balasore, Sambalpur and Bhubaneswar railway
stations has been assigned to Rail Land Development Authority (RLDA) and MFC
at Banspani has been assigned to South Eastern Railway for development. Status
of these MFCs is given in the Statement.

Statement

Status of MFCs

MEC Station Present Status

Cuttack Agreement has been executed with the developer and
Rail Land Development Authority (RLDA).

Brahmapur Bid is going to be invited soon.

Jharsuguda Bid is going to be invited soon.

Rayagada Site agreed by RLDA. Entrustment work is in progress.
Banaspani Work completed.

Balasore Multi-Functional Complex has been identified in 2010-11

and to be done by RLDA. Alternate site has been
identified through joint inspection by RLDA and Railway.

Bhubaneswar Site identification under progress by Division.

Sambalpur New site has been identified by Division and advised

RLDA to inspect and take over with approved plan.

Status of execution of dedicated freight corridor projects

2165. SHRI VIJAY JAWAHARLAL DARDA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state:

(a) the status of execution of work regarding the Dedicated Freight Corridor
projects involving 3,300 kilometers of track route with an estimated financial outlay
of Rs. 60,000 crore;

(b) whether the work is being executed solely by Railways or Public-Private-
Participation is also being thought of for creating these huge infrastructure
projects; and



308  Written Answers to [RAJYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(c) the time-frame by when these projects would be completed and

commissioned for movement of rolling stocks?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Two Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFC) viz.
Eastern Corridor (Dankuni-Ludhiana, 1839 Kms.) and the Western Corridor
(Jawaharlal Nehru Port Terminal (JNPT) to Tughlakabad/Dadri, 1499 Kms.) have
been sanctioned. The cost of DFC Project (excluding cost of land acquisition) is
currently estimated at Rs.88,300 crore (Eastern DFC Rs.40,094 Crore and Western
DFC Rs.48,206 Crores). This includes escalation in cost during construction period,
capitalization of interest during construction, insurance and taxes etc. The cost of
land acquisition is Rs.7536 crores. The project is being implemented through a mix
of Gross Budgetary Support (GBS), multilateral/bilateral loans and public private

partnership.

Western DFC is being implemented through loan from Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) in two phases (phase 1 being Rewari -Vadodara, 930
Kms. and phase 2 being JNPT -Vadodara and Rewar-Dadri, 569 Kms.), the total
loan amount being 550 billion Japanese Yen (JPY) (Rs. 38,722 crore at exchange
rate of 1 Rupee = 1.42 JPY). JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency)
funding for Western DFC phase 1 is tied up and loan agreement for the first
tranche has been signed. Bids for civil construction work in 625 Kms. Rewari-
Igbalgarh section have been opened and offers are under evaluation. All
requirements for funding of Western DFC phase 2 have been met and loan
agreement for first tranche of phase 2 is targeted to be signed in March, 2013.
Counterpart funds for JICA funded section would be provided as equity from

Ministry of Railways.

World Bank is funding the 1183 Kms. Ludhiana - Khurja- Kanpur -
Mughalsarai section of Eastern DFC and the total loan amount agreed is US $
2.725 billion (Rs.13,625 crore at exchange rate of 1 US $ = 50 Rupees) in three
phases . Loan agreement for first phase viz. Khurja-Kanpur, 343 Kms. has been
signed and civil construction contract has been awarded in January, 2013. Loan
agreement for the second phase (Kanpur-Mughlasarai, 393 Kms.) is targeted in
2013-14 and for phase 3 (Khurja-Ludhiana, 447 Kms.) thereafter. Counterpart funds
for World Bank funded section would be provided as equity from Ministry of

Railways.

Mughalsarai-Sonnagar Section (122 Kms.) is being funded by Indian Railways

resources and construction work is in progress. Sonnagar-Dankuni Section (534
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Kms.) is to be funded through Public-Private Partnership (PPP) and implementation

would be dependent on the response.

(¢ The 122 Kms. Mughalsarai-Sonnagar section is targeted for
commissioning in December, 2015. Phase 1 of Western DFC (930 Kms.) and 343
Kms. Khurja-Kanpur section where funding is tied up and contracting is at
advanced stage, are targeted for commissioning in 2017. For remaining sections
where funding tie up is in progress, commissioning is expected four years after the

award of contracts.
Fare hike

2166. SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(@) whether Railways have recently raised the fares for passenger and goods

services;
(b) if so, the details thereof;
(¢) how much does Railways estimate to earn from these rise in fares;
(d) whether Railways plan to raise the fares again; and
(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) The revision in Passenger Fares that has
been implemented with effect from 22.01.2013 is as follows:

SI. No. Class Increase in Fare in
(paisa per PKM)

1 Second Class Ordinary (Suburban) 2 Paise
2 Second Class Ordinary (Non-Suburban) 3 Paise
3 Second Class (Mail / Express) 4 Paise
4 Sleeper Class 6 Paise
5 AC Chair Car 10 Paise
6 AC 3-Tier 10 Paise
7 First Class 3 Paise
8 AC 2-Tier 6 Paise

9 AC First Class 10 Paise
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With a view to rationally insulate Railways’ finances, particularly in the context
of deregulation of High Speed Diesel (HSD) oil, it has been proposed to introduce
a dynamic pricing mechanism for adjusting tariffs in sync with movements in fuel
cost in either direction, say twice a year, in the Railway Budget for 2013-14,
Presently the proposal entails implementation of the Fuel Adustment Component
(FAC) — linked revision only in the case of freight tariffs with effect from Ist April,

2013. The estimated impact of this revision is an increase of 5.8% in freight tariffs.

(c) it is estimated that additional revenues amounting to approximately Rs.

12000 crores would be getting generated over a period of one year.

(d) and (e) Evaluation of various alternatives relating to rationalization of the
freight traffic and passenger fare structures is an on-ongoing process. Presently,

there are no other proposals for revising basic passenger fares of freight tariffs.
Graft cases in Railways

2167. SHRI RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that according to a recent report by the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC), Railways tops in graft complaints vis-a-vis other

Government organizations;

(b) if so, the details thereof along with the number of graft cases in

Railways; and

(c) the action taken on these graft cases and the steps Government

proposes to take to prevent corruption in Railways?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) In its annual report of 2011, Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC) has shown 8805 nos. of complaints in 2011 against
Railway personnel, inclusive of 2070 complaints brought forward from previous

year. Of these only 2176 (25% of the total) contained verifiable information.

(¢) Out of 2176 verifiable complaints, in 1353 complaints, the allegations
were not considered to be sustainable and hence closed. In the balance 823 cases,
494 officials were held responsible for misdemeanor i.e. 0.04% of a total work force
of 1.3 million employees and action has been initiated against them under Railway

Servants (Disciplinary and Appeal) Rules.
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Railways have a well established vigilance organization, spread over the entire
railway system to curb corrupt practices. Preventive checks and decoy/surprise
checks are carried out regularly and system improvements are suggested from time
to time by the Vigilance organization and their implementation is monitored at the
apex level. Suitable disciplinary action is taken, depending upon the gravity of the
charges. In addition to this, e-procurement and e-tendering has been started for
increased transparency. In-motion weigh-bridges have been installed at the goods
loading points to prevent grant of undue advantage through over loading. Vigilance
Awareness Week is also organized for dissemination of vigilance related information

and increased awareness.
Train accidents due to human error

2168. DR. PRABHAKAR KORE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(@) whether it is a fact that human error has been the single major reason

for most of the train accidents;
(b) if so, the reasons for human errors;

(c) whether it is also a fact that there are a number of vacancies under

safety category that have not been filled up till date; and

(d) the measures taken by Railways to prevent human errors and to fill up

the vacancies?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) Yes, Sir. Human error on the part of
railway staff is also one of the causes of consequential train accidents. However,
consequential train accidents attributable to failure of railway staff has come down
from 56 in 2010-11 to 52 in 2011-12. In the current year during April, 2012 to
February, 2013 also, consequential train accidents attributable to failure of railway
staff has decreased from 50 to 43 in comparison to the corresponding period of the

previous year.

(c¢) and (d) Yes, Sir. Concerted efforts have been made to fill up the
vacancies in safety category, viz., Assistant Loco Pilots, Guards, Station Masters,

Junior Engineers, Trackmen, Technicians, etc.
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Railways have taken various measures to reduce failure of railway staff which

include the following:

@

(i)

Implementation and monitoring of Railway Servants (Hours of Work and
Period of Rest) Rules, 2005 to provide proper rest to railway staff
including running staff;

Periodic medical examination of safety category employees including

running staff;

(iii) Structured training at various stages, namely, initial and promotional

@iv)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

stages alongwith refresher courses for safety category employees
including running staff to help them assimilate new technologies and

enable skill upgradation;

Improvement in running rooms to provide stress free environment to the

outstation crew and to enable them to take proper rest at outstations;

Yoga/meditation and physical training lessons have been introduced in
training centers especially for safety category staff to enable them to

cope with the stress involved in their job;

Progressive mechanization of maintenance of track and rolling stock
including locomotives, coaches and wagons to reduce human dependence

and enhance productivity;

Vigilance Control Device (VCD) as an aid to the driver for keeping them
vigilant has been provided in most of the diesel and electric

locomotives;

Auxiliary Warning System (AWS) has been provided, in Electrical
Multiple Unit (EMU) trains in Mumbai suburban area so that motormen

maintain speed as per aspect of the signal;

Other devices/systems being introduced to reduce human dependence
include Block Proving Axle Counters (BPAC), Train Protection and
Warning System (TPWS), Anti Collision Device (ACD)/Train Collision
Avoidance System (TCAS), Light Emitting Diode (LED) Signals, etc.

Security to passengers in trains

12169. SHRI THAAWAR CHAND GEHLOT: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS

be pleased to state:

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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(a) the details of sanctioned posts in Railway Protection Force (RPF) at

present;

(b) the number of vacant posts out of the sanctioned posts and since when

these posts are lying vacant;

(¢c) whether Government is formulating any time-bound scheme to fill up

these vacancies;
(d) if so, details thereof; and

(e) Dbesides recruitment of security personnels, the other steps being taken

by Government to provide security to passengers in the trains?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): (a) and (b) The total sanctioned strength in Railway
Protection Force as on 31.01.2013 is 74890 out of which 17255 posts are lying
vacant. As these vacancies occurred due to retirement, death and from creation of

new posts, dates of vacancies are different.

(¢) and (d) Arising and filling up of vacancies is continuous process.
However, for filling up of existing vacancies as well as newly created posts in the
Railway Protection Force action has already been initiated. Four companies of
women in Railway Protection Force have already been set up, and a proposal for

another eight companies has been approved by Ministry of Railways.

() Prevention of crime, registration of cases, their investigation and
maintenance of law and order in Railway premises as well as on running trains are
the statutory responsibility of the State Police, which they discharge through
Government Railway Police (GRP) of the State concerned. As such, the cases of
crime on Railways are reported to, registered and investigated by the Government
Railway Police. However, RPF supplements the efforts of GRP by deploying their
staff for escorting of important trains in affected areas and access control duties at

important and sensitive stations.

The following measures are being taken by the Railways for security of the

passengers:

1. On vulnerable and identified routes/sections, 1275 trains are escorted by
Railway Protection Force daily on an average, in addition to 2200 trains

escorted by Government Railway Police of different States daily.
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2. An Integrated Security System consisting of electronic surveillance of
vulnerable stations through Close Circuit Television Camera Network,
access control, Anti-sabotage checks has been approved to strengthen
surveillance mechanism over 202 sensitive and vulnerable Railway

stations and is under implementation.

3. Regular coordination meetings are held with State Police at all levels to
ensure proper registration and investigation of crime by Government

Railway Police (GRP).

Public awareness against crime like Drugging of passengers is done through

regular announcements at stations and in trains.
Statistical data of various sectors

12170. SHRI RAM JETHMALANI: Will the Minister of STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION be pleased to state:

(@ whether it is a fact, that data presented by Government regarding

statistics of various sectors are criticised at Government level itself;
(b) if so, the facts in this regard;
(c) whether there is a need to make such data more authentic; and
(d) if so, Government's response thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): (a) and (b) Ministries/
Departments of the Government are inter-dependent in respect of production and
use of statistics. The comments of other Departments are taken as feedback for

improvement in the system for producing various statistics.

(c) and (d) Improving the quality of statistics is a continuous endeavour of
the Government. The inputs for the same are obtained through various mechanisms
such as Expert Groups/Working Groups constituted for specific issues and
consultation with stakeholders. Modernisation of data collection techniques and

compilation systems is also taken recourse to.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House is adjourned till 12.00 hours.

FOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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The House then adjourned at forty two minutes past eleven of the clock.

The House reassembled at twelve of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
SHORT NOTICE QUESTION
New variety of coloured cotton

3. SHRI PARSHOTTAM KHODABHAI RUPALA: Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government is aware that our agro-scientists have conducted

deep research to develop a new variety of naturally coloured cotton;

(b) whether due to lack of proper coordination and marketing system, such
innovative variety of naturally coloured cotton has not reached to large part of
cotton growers; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(DR. CHARAN DAS MAHANT): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(@ Yes, Sir. Almond brown coloured cotton JCC-1 (KC 94-2) was developed
by Jawaharlal Nehru Krishi Viswa Vidyalaya, Madhya Pradesh, while DDCC-1 was
developed by University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad. One dark brown colour
cotton line MSH 53 was developed by Central Institute for Cotton Research,
Nagpur.

(b) and (c) The lack of assured market with matching price is the constraint
to pursue cultivation of naturally coloured cotton. Suitable isolation distance to
cultivate natural colour cotton to prevent contamination and deterioration of the
white lustre of normal cotton dissuade fanners to take up the colour cotton
cultivation. The poor fibre quality attributes, unstable colour after exposure to
sunlight and significantly low yields are other problems associated with colourful

cotton cultivation on a large scale.
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SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: Sir, I would like to know from the hon. Minister
whether Bt. cotton, genetically modified cotton, can be replicated by the farmers
themselves because every time they have to buy it from multinational companies or

multinational subsidiary companies in India.
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SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, the hon. Leader of the Opposition, in
the morning, raised a matter of great concern about the Resolution passed by the
Pakistani Assembly condemning the execution of Afzal Guru and maintaining its
silence as far as the attack on Indian Parliament is concerned. 1 appreciate that the
hon. Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs said that he also shared this
concern. But what we want and what the nation wants is a very structured
response from the Government of India on such a sinister Resolution being passed
by the Assembly of Pakistan. I would like to know from the hon. Minister as to

when the Government is going to give an answer. This is a very serious matter.

SHRI JAVED AKHTAR: Sir, I want to associate myself with it and the

Government should respond to it.
SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAYV: Sir, we all want to associate ourselves with it.

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Sir, there is no difference of opinion as far as this
issue is concerned. The Leader of the Opposition had proposed that there should
be a structured debate on it, and the Government would respond to that. I would

request the Chair to fix the time for it.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, there will be a debate.
DR. NAJMA A. HEUPTULLA: Sir,...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Najmaji, you raise it after the Papers are laid.
...(Interruptions)... No discussion now. I cannot allow anything more on it.

...(Interruptions)...
DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, two issues were raised.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Not now. ...(Interruptions)... The Government has
responded. Please don’t do that. ...(Interruptions)... What is this? You are all

violating the understanding. ...(Interruptions)... You raised it in the morning.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, we raised two issues. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You raised it in the morning and the Minister has
given an assurance. The Government will comply with that assurance. Why do

you doubt that? ...(Interruptions)... He said that the concerned Minister would
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come and respond. ...(Interruptions)... He will do that. Let us give the Government

the time for that.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, the situation is very worse. We just want to know

when the Minister would be here to give the reply.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, would you be able to say that?

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Sir, when the Question Hour began, I gave this
assurance and since then I have been in the House. I said I will convey the
feelings to the External Affairs Minister. If he wishes to make a statement, he will
come and make a statement. ...(Interruptions)... Not even an hour has passed. So,

just have patience. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no; listen to me. The Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs can only say this much. But he will convey to the Minister of

Parliamentary Affairs the feelings of the House and I am sure the Minister for

External Affairs will respond. ...(Interruptions)... 81 <G, MU Sf3Y| Please sit
down. Dr. Heptulla, what do you have to say? ...(Interruptions)... Shri Tiruchi Siva,
you got the reply. Government will come back to you. You are a very senior

Leader and I am helpless before you.
DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Sir, thank you very much for being helpless.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Before this, Government was only helpless. Now, you

are also helpless.
DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Sir, before me, he is helpless.
RE. CONFERMENT OF BEST PARLIAMENTARIAN AWARDS

DR. NAJMA A. HEPTULLA (Madhya Pradesh): Sir, every day in the House
we face important issues, issues that we are concerned, agitated. But, today I am
very happily raising an issue of great pride for Rajya Sabha that this year, Rajya
Sabha has nominated our two eloquent, hon. Members of the Rajya Sabha as the
Best Parliamentarians of this year, Shri Arun Jaitley for 2010, and Dr. Karan Singh
for 2011. It is a great privilege for our House to have two eminent, eloquent

Members of the House, and the whole House is rejoicing.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The whole House is one with you in
congratulating Shri Arun Jaitley and Dr. Karan Singh.
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sft T vy W ([ER): W, N MY e @ td Bl A Reve 21
would request the hon. Minister that on Monday at 12 o’ clock, you give a
response on the issue of Pakistani Resolution. Other Members are willing to share
it. It is an urgent matter. It may be over in half-an-hour. On Monday at 12 o’
clock, we want a response.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: They will do it. They have already said. Now,
Papers to be laid on the Table. Shri Sharad Pawar.

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

P FAGT BT IRUTH Fole (2013-14)
PN AAGT H I5T FA TAT VT UHEHROT FURT F1F § T 74 (3 aIiRE
IMA): AEIG, H 201314 & ¥ & fU HN #AFew (@GN AR FEHRar fawm)

P URUM goie @ U uid (@l der Bl H) 9w ued W I@dl gl [Placed
in Library. See No. L.T. 8685/15/13]

L  Notification of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
IL  Outcome Budget (2013-14) of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

THE MINISTER OF THE STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF STATISTICS AND
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI SRIKANT JENA): Sir, I lay
on the Table :(—

I A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilizers (Department of Pharmaceuticals) Notification F. No. 204/OR/
A&E/1132, dated the 1st October, 2012, regarding amendments in Section
13 and 14 of the Ordinance of NIPER regulating the scholarship and
registration of students of the Institute relating to the Degree of Masters
and Doctor of Philosophy, under Section 36 of the National Institute of
Pharmaceuticals Education and Research Act, 1998. [Placed in Library.
See No. L.T. 8617/15/13]

II. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:—

(1)  Outcome Budget, for the year 2013-14, in respect of the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers (Department of Fertilizers); and

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8615/15/13]

(i) Outcome Budget, for the year 2013-14, in respect of the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers (Department of Pharmaceuticals). [Placed in
Library. See No. L.T. 8616/15/13]
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Outcome Budget (2013-14) of the Ministry of Home Affairs

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI MULLAPPALLY RAMACHANDRAN): Sir, I lay on the Table, a copy (in
English and Hindi) of the Outcome Budget, for the year 2013-14, in respect of the
Ministry of Home Affairs. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8624/15/13]

L Accounts (2011-12) of various universities and related papers
II. Report and Accounts (2011-12) of various RMSAs and related papers

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI JITIN PRASADA): Sir, I lay on the Table:—

L (I) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under
sub-section (4) of Section 31 of the Central Universities Act,
2009:—

(@) Annual Accounts of the Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal
University, Srinagar Garhwal, Uttarakhand, for the year 2011-12,
and the Audit Report thereon. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T.
8568/15/13]

(b) Annual Accounts of the Central University of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar, for the year 2011-12, and the Audit Report
thereon. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8570/15/13]

(¢) Annual Accounts of the Central University of Punjab,
Bhatinda, for the year 2011-12, and the Audit Report thereon.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8569/15/13]

(d) Annual Accounts of the Central University of Haryana,
Mahendergarh, for the year 2011-12, and the Audit Report
thereon. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8573/15/13]

(2) Statements (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (1) above.
II. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:—

@@ (@ Annual Report and Accounts of the State Society of Gujarat
implementing the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
(RMSA) Gandhinagar, for the year 2011-12, together with the

Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.
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Statement by Government accepting the above Report.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers
mentioned at (i) (a) above. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T.
8571/15/13]

Annual Report and Accounts of the State Society of Bihar
implementing the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
(RMSA) Bihar, for the year 2011-12, together with the
Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

Statement by Government accepting the above Report.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers
mentioned at (ii) (a) above. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T.
8572/15/13]

Annual Report and Accounts of the State Society of
Uttarakhand implementing the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan (RMSA), Uttarakhand, for the year 2011-12, together
with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

Statement by Government accepted by the above Report.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers
mentioned at (iii) (a) above. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T.
8574/15/13]

Report and Accounts (2011-12) of UGC, New Delhi and related papers

Accounts (2011-12) of IIT, Bombay and Patna and related papers

Report and Accounts (2011-12) of various Institutes and related papers

SHRI JITIN PRASADA: Sir, I lay on the Table:—

L (I) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under

Section 18 and sub-section (4) of Section 19 of the University

Grants Commission Act, 1956:—

@

Annual Report of the University Grants Commission (UGC),
New Delhi, for the year 2011-12. [Placed in Library. See No.
L.T. 8729/15/13]
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(b) Annual Accounts of the University Grants Commission (UGC),
New Delhi, for the year 2011-12, and the Audit Report

thereon.

(¢ Review by Government on the working of the above

Commission.

Statement (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in laying the
papers mentioned at (1) above. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8729/15/13]

A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers under

sub-section (4) of Section 23 of the Institutes of Technology Act,
1961:—

(@)

(b)

Annual Accounts of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),
Bombay, for the year 2011-12, and the Audit Report thereon.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8586/15/13]

Annual Accounts of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),
Patna, for the year 2011-12, and the Audit Report thereon. [Placed
in Library. See No. L.T. 8727/15/13]

Statements (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in laying

the papers mentioned at (a) above.

OI. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:

@

(i)

(@)

(b)

©

(@

(b)

Annual Report and Accounts of the Board of Apprenticeship
Training (BOAT), Western Region, Mumbai, for the year 2011-12,
together with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

Review by Government on the working of the above Board.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned
at (i) (a) above. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8728/15/13]

Annual Report of National Council of Educational Research and

Training (NCERT), New Delhi, for the year 2011-12.

Annual Accounts of National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT), New Delhi, for the year 2011-12, and the Audit

Report thereon.
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(iii)

@iv)

V)

(vi)

©

(@

(b)

©)

(b)

(©)

(@

(b)

©)

@

(b)

(©)

Review by Government on the working of the above Council.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8580/15/13]

Annual Report and Accounts of the North Eastern Regional
Institute of Science and Technology (NERIST), Itanagar, Arunachal
Pradesh, for the year 2010-11, together with the Auditor’s Report
on the Accounts. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8578/15/13]

Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers

mentioned at (iii) (a) above.

Annual Report and Accounts of the Board of Practical Training
(BOPT), Eastern Region, Kolkata, for the year 2011-12, together

with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.
Review by Government on the working of the above Board.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at
(iv) (a) above. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8577/15/13]

Annual Report and Accounts of the Central Institute of
Technology (CIT), Kokrajhar, Assam, for the year 2011-12, together

with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.
Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned
at (v) (a) above. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8579/15/13]

Annual Report and Accounts of the Board of Apprenticeship
Training (BOAT), Northern Region, Kanpur, for the year 2010-11,
together with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

Review by Government on the working of the above Board.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned
at (vi) (a) above. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8859/15/13]
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L Notification of the Ministry of Railways
II. Report and Accounts (2011-12) of BSCL, Kolkata and related papers

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI K.J.
SURYA PRAKASH REDDY): Sir, I lay on the Table:—

I A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Railways Notification
No. GS.R. 846 (E), dated the 26th November, 2012, publishing the Indian
Railways (Penalties for Activities Affecting Cleanliness at Railway
Premises) Rules, 2012, under Section 199 of the Railways Act, 1989,
along with delay statement. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8626/15/13]

. (1) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers under
sub-section (1) of Section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956:—

(@ Thirty-sixth Annual Report and Accounts of the Burn
Standard Company Limited, Kolkata, for the year 2011-12,
together with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts and the
comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India

thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above
Company. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 8625/15/13]

(2) Statement (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in

laying the papers mentioned at (1) above.

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have to inform hon. Members that the following

message has been received from the President:—

“I have received the expression of Thanks by the Members of the Rajya
Sabha for the Address which I delivered to both Houses of Parliament
assembled together on 21st February, 2013.”
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have to inform Members that a letter has been
received from Shri Sachin Ramesh Tendulkar stating that he was unable to attend
the sittings of the House from 21st February to 7th March, 2013 due to
participation in the on-going Cricket Test Series against Australia. He has,
therefore, requested for grant of Leave of Absence from 21st February to 7th
March, 2013 of the current (228th) Session of the Rajya SAbha.

Does he have the permission of the House for remaining absent from 21st
February to 7th March, 2013 of the current (228th) Session of the Rajya Sabha?

(No Hon. Member dissented)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Permission to remain absent is granted.

I have also to inform Members that two letters have been received from Shri
S. M. Krishna stating that due to his personal commitments, he is unable to attend
the sittings of the House. He has, therefore, requested for grant of Leave of
Absence from 5th to 22nd March, 2013 of the current (228th) Session of the Rajya
Sabha.

Does he have the permission of the House for remaining absent from 5th to
22 March, 2013 of the current (228th) Session of the Rajya Sabha.

(No Hon. Member dissented)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Permission to remain absent is granted.
STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Status of implementation of Recommendations contained in the Thirty-third
Report of Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee

on Information Technology

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (DR. (SHRIMATI) KRUPARANI KILLI): Sir, I make
a statement regarding the status of implementation of recommendations contained in
the Thirty-third Report of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Information Technology on Demands for Grants (2012-13) pertaining to the

Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology.
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STATEMENT REGARDING GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING
(SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA): Sir, I beg to announce that the Government Business in

this House for the week commencing 18th March, 2013 will consist of:—

Consideration of any item of Government Business carried over from today’s

Order paper.
2. General discussion on the Budget (General) for 2013-14.

Consideration and return of the Appropriation Bills relating to the

following Demands, after they are passed by Lok Sabha :-
(a) Demands for Grants on Account (General) for 2013-14;
(b) Supplementary Demands for Grants (General) for 2012-2013; and
(¢) Demands for Excess Grants (General) for 2010-11.
3. General discussion on Jharkhand Budget, 2013-14.

Consideration and return of the Jharkhand Appropriation Bills relating to

the following Demands:—
(a) Demands for Grants (Jharkhand) for 2013-14, and
(b) Supplementary Demands for Grants (Jharkhand) for 2012-13

4. Discussion on the Statutory Resolution seeking disapproval of the
Criminal Laws (Amendment) Ordinance, 2013 (No. 3 of 2013) and
Consideration and passing of the Criminal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2013,

after it is passed by Lok Sabha.

CALLING ATTENTION TO THE MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

Recent all India strike by trade unions and workers

of organized and unorganized sector

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR (Maharashtra): Sir, I beg to call the attention of
the Minister of Labour and Employment to the recent all-India strike by trade

unions and workers of the organized and unorganized sectors.
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THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (SHRI MALLIKARJUN
KHARGE): Sir, at the outset, I would like to thank hon. Member of Parliament, Shri
Prakash Javadekar, Shri Tapan Sen and Shri D.Raja for raising issues of vital
concern to the working class. I am also thankful to various Members who spoke
on issues related to improvement in the conditions of the working class. I propose

to speak on some of the important issues raised by Hon’ble Members.

The Government is taking various measures to control price-rise and contain
inflation in the country. Particular attention is drawn to the huge amount of food
subsidy incurred by the Government to ensure availability of food grains to the

poor, at very concessional rates, through the Public Distribution System.

The Government has been making efforts to pass the Food Security Bill in
the Parliament. The enactment of the Bill will further increase the availability of
subsidized food grains to the larger segments of the population. The Government
is prepared to meet extra financial commitment on this account. The Government’s
commitment to help the poor is also evident from the large amount of subsidy for

fertilizers and fuel to ensure their supply at reasonable rate to the people.

India has witnessed impressive economic growth for about two decades now.
Yet, the challenge of employment, especially quality and remunerative employment
in today’s circumstances is truly formidable. There is no national level umbrella,
policy so far to address employment-related issues. There is a need to integrate
employment concerns into policy-making at various levels. The crucial issue is to
ensure that the employment objective is mainstreamed in the country’s socio-

economic development strategy.

The Ministry of Labour and Employment has prepared a National Employment
Policy (NEP) to ensure that the growth process is inclusive and equitable.
The policy has been drafted with a view to mainstreaming employment into
policy-making for the socio-economic development of the country. It will provide a
proper framework towards achieving the goal of remunerative and decent
employment for all women and men in the labour force. The National Employment
Policy also aims at accelerating employment growth and improving the quality of
jobs in terms of productivity, earnings and protection of workers. The policy has
been developed through wide consultations with various stakeholders, Central

Ministries and State Governments. The Government is committed to taking all
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feasible measures for enforcement of labour laws. So far enforcement of labour
laws in the Central sphere is concerned, there exists a well-defined and effective
enforcement machinery. Similar arrangements are also available in the States, Union

Territories; ESIC and EPFO also have their own enforcement machinery.

Keeping in view the recommendations of the National Commission for
Enterprises in Unorganised Sector and Parliamentary Standing Committee, the
Government has enacted Unorganised Workers” Social Security Act, 2008. The
Government of India has set up a National Social Security Fund with a corpus of
Rs.1,000 crore. The National Social Security Board has also been constituted which
is advising the Government from time to time on new Social Security Schemes.
Unorganized Sector Workers also get benefit from flagship welfare schemes such as

MGNREGA, Aam Admi Bima Yojana, Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana, etc.

As per current disinvestment policy, the Government will retain 51 per cent of
share-holding and management control of the Central Public Sector Enterprises.
Therefore, the character of public sector enterprises will not be affected as a result
of disinvestment policy of the Government. A draft note to amend the Contract
Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act, 1970 has been prepared and is under active
consideration of the Government. The amendments, inter alia, propose that in case
where the contract labour perform the same or similar kind of work as the workmen
directly appointed by the principal employer, the wage rates, holidays, social
security provisions, etc., of contract labour shall be the same as are available to

the directly appointed workmen on the roll of the principal employer.

An impact study has been conducted by V.V. Giri National Labour Institute
and the same has been discussed in various fora. Views of a number of other
related Ministries have been obtained. Consultation has been conducted with
States, representatives of employers and employees. The amendment proposals are

under consideration of the Government.

Proposal for amending the Minimum Wages Act, 1948 to prescribe a National
Floor Level Minimum Wages has been approved by the Cabinet in its meeting held
on 22.02.2013. The following are the salient features of the Amendment which will
be brought before the Parliament in the form of a Bill in due course: (a) National
Floor Level Minimum Wage will be made statutory and applicable to all

employments; (b) At present, the provisions of the Minimum Wages Act are not
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applicable to those employments where the total number of workers in a State is
less than one thousand. After the Amendment, the Act will be applicable to all
employments; (c) The National Floor Level Minimum Wages will be revised every
five years on the basis of NSSO Consumer Expenditure Survey; (d) National Floor
Level Minimum Wages will be linked to Variable Dearness Allowance to be notified
at least once a year on the basis of Consumer Price Index for Industrial Workers.
Provisions relating to fixation of differential minimum rates of wages in respect of
adults, adolescents and apprentices will be deleted. Provisions will be made in the
Minimum Wages Act for issue of employment cards to the employees. This will be
made Aadhaar compliant. The period of lodging claims by the workers will be
enhanced from six months to one year. For ensuring better compliances, fines and

penalties under the Act will be enhanced.

The proposal for removal of wage ceilings under the Employees’ Provident
Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 was deliberated in the 44th Meeting
of ILC held during 14-15 February, 2012. In the Meeting, a broad consensus
emerged for raising the wage ceiling from present level of Rs.6,500/- to Rs.10,000/-
or Rs.15,000/-. The suggestion hence needs to be examined, in detail, by the

Government in view of the huge financial implications.

The ceiling on the Bonus has been revised twice, in the recent past, to
increase the eligibility limit and calculation ceiling. The suggestion for removing the
ceiling entails a huge financial implication. This also needs to be discussed in

appropriate tripartite fora before any final view can be taken.

As regards quantum of gratuity, the maximum quantum of gratuity has been
increased from Rs.3.5 lakh to Rs.10 lakh. Further increase in the quantum of
gratuity can be considered only in due course after considering the implications on

the economy.

There have been persistent demands from various quarters to provide certain
minimum pension to the pensioners under the Employees’ Provident Fund and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952. Nearly 27 per cent of the pensioners are
presently getting a monthly pension of less than Rs.500/- per month and nearly 56
per cent of them are getting monthly pension between Rs.500/- and 1000/- per
month. A proposal has been mooted by the Ministry of Labour and Employment



Calling attention to [15 March, 2013] the Matter of 331
Urgent Public Importance

to enhance the Government’s contribution so that a minimum pension of Rs.1000/-
can be ensured to all pensioners under the EPF Scheme. The proposal is under
consideration of the Government. We are continuously pursuing with the Finance

Department in this regard.

As regards the suggestion for compulsory registration of trade unions within
45 days, it may be stated that the matter has already been considered in the
tripartite fora. The Ministry of Law and Justice has been consulted and the matter

is under examination.

Sir, the ILO Convention No. 87 relates to freedom of association and
protection of the right to organize. Convention No.98 relates to the right to
organize and collective bargaining. The main reason for non-ratification of the
above two Conventions is the alleged restrictions imposed on the Government
servants. However, freedom of expression, freedom of association and functional

democracy are guaranteed by our Constitution.

Further, the Government employees in India enjoy high degree of job security
flowing from Article 311 of the Constitution. They have also been provided with
alternative grievance redressal mechanism like Joint Consultative Machinery, Central
Administrative Tribunal, etc. Hence, the Government’s position has been that this
section of the workforce cannot be said to have, been deprived of the right of

association.

The ratification of Conventions No.87 and 98 would involve granting of
certain rights that are prohibited under the statutory rules for the Government
employees, namely, to strike work, to openly criticize Government policies, to freely
accept financial contribution, to freely join foreign organizations, etc. This issue
was also raised by the Central trade union organizations in the meeting of
Standing Labour Committee held on 04.01.2013. The issue is being examined by the
Government. So, Sir, I have addressed some of the issue in this. More than 16

points.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have to reply after the Members’ questions.

So, do it then.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: I will reply one by one.
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ufefrg S g1 dorie, RRes I | 9d W TR SR g1 o @y
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SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
Sir. My point is that the House must know whether the hon. Labour Minister is
replying on his own behalf or on behalf of the Government. If he is speaking on
behalf of the Government, then, he should not mock at us. Please don’t mock at us
by saying that you have made a proposal and sent it to the Finance Ministry or
this Ministry or that Ministry. Please don’t mock at us. You are dealing with an
issue of that segment of the society which is feeding you everyday; who are
covering your body by producing clothes. They are producing and that’s why this
country is running. You are dealing with them. Please don’t mock at them. This is

number one.

Number two, all the trade unions, not one or two trade unions, but all the
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trade unions of the country, have consensus on their demands. As per your own
statement also, in the Indian Labour Conference, majority of trade unions had
consensus on their demands. There was a demand for same work, same wage. In
2010, on the contract labour issue, the Indian Labour Conference had arrived at a
consensus between the trade union representatives, the Central Government and the
State Governments. Now, it is 2013. Please don’ tell us that the file is moving here
to there. You are replying here on behalf of the Government. Please reply
responsibly. Please don’t mock at the working class. What are you doing? About
three years have passed, on the Minimum Wage Formulation, you are talking about
National Floor Level Minimum Wage. Finally, we will end up with the definition of
‘poverty level’ with rupees thirty-two per day. If he is earning thirty-three rupees
per day, he will be a rich man. Don’t mock at us. Don’t give us anything, but
don’t mock at us. On Minimum Wage Formulation, again, there was a consensus.
And, you had, in this House, announced the consensual recommendations of the
Indian Labour Conference. It is on record. More than a year has lapsed, what
action have you taken? You are dealing with 40 crore workers. In the beginning of
the last Budget Session, two provisions were brought — General Anti-Avoidance
Rule and Retrospective Taxation. It was introduced when the Budget was presented.
It was withdrawn while the Budget was being passed by the House, within less
than a month, because you are concerned about Vodafone, you are concerned
about British Petroleum. Within one month it was withdrawn! Cabinet finalized the
Budget, presented in the House, and within a month, these provisions were
withdrawn. You were so fast that even before the ink on the last year’s Budget
dried up, you had appointed a Committee. And, that Committee was so fast that

within a month you started telling the Press that it was not required. &1 Wg? &

P AT T2 GG ol & 2 You are worried for a handful of corporates and
foreign giants. Now, you have buried the ghost of GAAR. Our hon. Finance
Minister announced it in the Singapore. You have buried the GAAR. You are
burying those steps that are to be taken against those who avoid taxes. You are
so fast in such matters. But the provision for contractual workers take two years!
For Minimum Wage Formulation, one year has already lapsed. Please say that you
don’t accept our demands. But don’t cut joke at the working class. They will not
tolerate this. Each and every statement of yours, again, do not have any basis at
all. The proposal of minimum pension of rupees one thousand has been loitering

for more than four years in the CBT. I am a trade union activist. It has been
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loitering for more than two four years! And, today, you are making a statement
that the Government’s contribution will be increased. And, it is a proposal which is
under consideration of our great Finance Minister. Fine! Four years have lapsed
because they are common workers, not Vodafone or Reliance or British Petroleum.
So, that can take more than four years. On PF and gratuity savings, we are not
asking for increasing the amount. We are just asking for changing the formulation
— 15 days per year of service. You change that formulation from initiation. Don’t
tell us that you have already increased it to rupees ten lakh. That was not the
demand. You got enough time to consider each and every demand. But, at the end
of the day, when you saying that the country is going through a very impressive
growth trajectory, employment is not increasing. Even the Economic Survey has
admitted this. Why is it so? The most respectable rate of growth our country has
witnessed during the Eleventh Five Year Plan is 8.6% per annum. The employment
generation has collapsed to 0.7 per cent. It does not concern you. And you are
pumping on concessions after concessions through your consecutive Budgets,
without any contribution to employment generation. Now, you are saying that
National Employment Policy will be brought. Are you going to link the illegitimate
concessions you are showering in every Budget on the corporate houses with the
employment generation, with a prohibition that there will be no retrenchment? Are
you going to link this up? ...(Time-bell rings)... Sir, please let me complete. If you
don’t do it, it will be meaningless howsoever you go on chattering that a National
Employment Policy will be brought. It will have no meaning, unless you concretise
your action. Sir, the workers have waited enough. By the end of the day we find
— while you promise that growth will be there, workers’ prosperity will be there—
that in the process of last three decades workers’ share in the Net Value Addition
has dipped from 30 per cent to 9 per cent today, whereas the share of profit in
the Net Value Addition is pushed up, legitimately or illegitimately, from around 15
per cent to 60 per cent today. If this is not loot and plunder, if this is not reverse
transfer of wealth from the millions of people to a handful of business and
corporates, what else it is! And, still, you will be chattering about inclusive
growth. Sir, we want a clear clarification and, at the same time, a clear assurance. If
you say, “we don’t accept your demand; we are for the corporates. We are
governed by the corporates; we will be operating for the corporates.” Fine. Tell us
clearly. Don’t mock at us. “We will be taking up this issue or that issue; please

don’t do this.”
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, please conclude.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: Sir, I am concluding. You are talking about the
democratic principles. You are talking about the Government employees; we are not
asking for the Government employees. In the private sector, the moment you form
a union, they are thrown out. You have to make mandatory recognition of trade
unions in any establishment. Without that, trade unions’ right has got no meaning.
We are not talking about the Government sector. Whenever you will say about 87

and 98, you will talk about police, military or government sector. No.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: I am just concluding, Sir. We are demanding that
in every establishment recognition of the union must be mandatory. You have a
procedure. In a multiplicity of unions, you have a procedure to decide. But no
employer has the guts to say that we will not talk to union. Employer must have
the guts to advertise in the papers that ours is an establishment where there is no
trade union. No employer should be allowed to have that nasty right, to publish
this in the advertisement. After the strike, at the end, after 5 months and 13 days,
our hon. Prime Minister could get the time to make an appeal to the workers, that
too through Press, that too on a Sunday, call a meeting of the GoM with the

Trade Unions and one of the GoM members, a senior Minister, is absent.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: We should not be taken for granted like this.
We cannot be humiliated this way. ...(Time-bell rings)... You talk about the
democratic rights. Even after the strike, workers have been attacked. They are
being jailed. They are being humiliated even on date. One worker’s ear was

chopped off. One worker was blinded in my State for joining strike.
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN (West Bengal): What are you talking? ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Tapan, you have taken too much time. Please

conclude.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: BSNL office was ransacked. In Noida, more than
200 workers are in jail. They are being hounded. Although the U.P. State Minister
made a statement that it is not the workers who have done it, still they are being

hounded. They are in jail. ...(Time-bell rings)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, please. Please conclude.
SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: I am just concluding; last sentence.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: How many last sentences are there!

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: The BPCL, a Central Government management
company, has inflicted 16 days’ paid hours for two days’ strike. This arrogance

must stop. ...(Time-bell rings)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, please.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: it is the same company where the management

got their pay revised; but it is not allowing workers’ wage revision...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, please conclude. That’s enough.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: ... although it is pending for more than five
years; and they are attacking. If you are serious about the democratic rights of the
workers, please prevail upon the BPCL management, prevail upon the Noida

Administration and see that ...(Time-bell rings)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No. That’s enough.

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: ... the workers who are performing strikes are

not victimized, are not punished. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, 1 have six additional names. So,
every Member is requested to ask a question as clarification. In any case, not
more than two minutes per Member would be given. It is because today is Friday

and we have to adjourn early. So, please cooperate. Mr. Bandyopadhyay.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY (West Bengal): Sir, I am impressed, highly
impressed by the pledges given and the platitudes spoken. This is quite correct
that the Labour Minister in the Government of India is very lightweight, politically.
I do not want to cast any aspersions on him. Having been in the Labour
Department myself with the Central Government for some time, I know his plight. I

have all the sympathies for him.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: But he is a strong man. No, no. He is a strong
man. ...(Interruptions)... Don’t make such comments about Ministers. Don’t make

such comments.
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SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: I am concerned about three matters on which he
is not coming out at all. Firstly, casualization of labour has gone up. Casualization
of labour in the regular jobs has gone up even in the public sector undertakings.
In an undertaking called CIL and in all its eight subsidiaries, or, at any other place,
all regular work, even underground, which is against the Mine Safety Rules, is
being contracted out and being done by the contract labour. They have no
protection whatsoever. Sir, the producers of nation’s wealth are being treated as

shuttles to be rounded about and thrown out.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please put the question.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: Sir, another point is, Mr. Minister has said that
the gratuity has been increased from Rs. 3.5 to Rs. 10 lakhs. It is very good.
Then, the minimum pension has also been increased. It is also very good. But all
these matters relate to only four-six per cent of the organized labour. What about
the ninety-six per cent of the labour who are outside the pale of all labour laws?
They are the producers of wealth in the sense that the food security is dependent
on the large number of agricultural workers who are totally causal, who have no
security of tenure and who have nothing to do. They are always at the mercy of
the land owners. They can bring him in and throw him out. But he produces the

food which we all eat. ...(Time-bell rings)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Please. Please conclude now.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: Sir, I am just finishing. I am not as good a

speaker as my friend, Tapan is. Sir, my last point is...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Put the question.

SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: The Government of India has not ratified two
very important ILO Conventions. The hon. Minister is good enough to agree to
that. He has admitted it. But saying that ‘we have our laws, we have our
Constitution’ is not enough. If you have everything, then why don’t you ratify
them? You should have ratified them and made it a part of the Indian legal system.
But you have not done it. That means that the Government is, perhaps, not

capable of doing it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Now please conclude.
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SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: I am just ending, Sir.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. That’s okay. Time is over.
SHRI D. BANDYOPADHYAY: Okay, as you say. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Mr. M.P. Achuthan. Please put only

questions.

SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN (Kerala): Sir, the impression that we got from the
reply given by the hon. Minister and the attitude of the Government is that even
after such a magnificent strike by millions of workers in India, the Government of
India is not sensitive. What is the reaction of the Government? We have seen in
the Budget that there is no concrete action to contain inflation or price-rise. The
Government is not addressing the vital interests of the majority of the people, the
workers. The Minister has said that some benefits would be given through contract
work, but even in Government service, if you take a look at the report of the
public sector undertakings, for the last three or four years, the number of workers
in the public sector has been decreasing and they are being employed on contract
basis. Even in departments like Prasar Bharati, in every sector, Government is
leading the private sector in the matter of employing workers on contract and

casual basis. And here, they are denying it.

Sir, the Minister had said in his reply that if a worker has been doing the
same job, he would get all the benefits. In which department are you giving them
the benefits? In which company are you giving the benefits, except for the PF and
ESI? You are not giving them other benefits or even the pay. You are providing
only the minimum wages without pension. Does the Minister know that there are
people who are getting only one rupee per month as PF pension? It had been
promised that it would be increased to Rs. 1,000. Many months have passed, but
no concrete action has been taken; only promises have been made. This is the
attitude of the Government — only promises to workers and benefits to corporates.
This cannot go on. That is why, this economic policy has failed right from where
it had originated. All the European countries, even America, are going in for welfare
measures to benefit the workers. But, here you are eliminating them. You are going
backwards. Please correct it. Otherwise, we would resist employing workers on

contract basis. We will resist it and we will defeat it.
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At YW A, WSfAAT (ORM): SUWHUR WEIGY, SR SEsex ol 7 Fal fdb
S AOigR ShaR & el BM FRAT 8, A g8 SheR WU, & AU HASGR &
T fora <@ g1 e 0 Refd & St € 5 e & td SheR & w@Et
25-50-100 #OgR HM Rd & AR Sl M Nue. & g fommn @ € foram,
ARl BT Tl T T Ul ¥, e Welgy Al FUE BT ¥ A SAD SHH
I SHHRI W el Bl Ul §1 qvard 9 HSIGY P SME U HEM, ol el
A AT AN PM FRA P G g8l A B BISPR Wl o8 W BM PR
g1 T AogRl T SEl UBd US W $M fhAl Bl ¥ Al S9S S A B
dluh. ST BRI Wlfd A ASIQR O d RM ShER P UM O & dl g8l S
JEl Sa e fAdr ¥ a9 SR I ATl @l Bfere! & dad] H oo e
S g W A § fe U IS @eRen aRAl @Ry, R wOgRi @l SAd
qlup. @ TFeRI A A e dh| U B wRiel Wl B T, WER P
TN ST B, el oW drel Pis 8l ¥ SHR o dlel ST T8l § fh Sd
T ARfhdeE W TMER T8 ¥l OW &M # a® W omnm ¥ fF 99 SheRr AW
fogay od € O SUH NI At & AW foREeR ¢ Id € efh @ e
o @fed F fEar g@r g1 39 UeR Aogd @l = Tel fAa umr g1 gER,
aft 1 T wea § Rea Saowic U # WA ol gel AifRd & o <@ ot
T W g8 5 oefe fgwm # SEN 9w w € WM @1 Saawde '
I9h o e diens. ft eI WA ®1 sHer Soic § W yEye sar g1 9R
g § TP BIR IRre & WagH Red Sqawdc & forg fear g1 WR 9o

#1000 RIS B HEEE Rbd Sqawic & g fea W g S@fe qoRM 37k
800 WIS IUY 3 &M & [ W ...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude. ...(Interruptions)...

N YW A AiSfRn g€l 4RI WIR AR FOC A 1000 PRIS BI H@EH
G 8, Sife Sfad T8 g1 AT A g P 'R <w & ogawi @ Red den
& fIg 1000 WS § SWET H UEEE fHA S @Ryl "8, W1 OARRT U
g f& omuar sad forg e onedl Wied sddu @R @Ryl Wew, <9 # o Sfef
SEN FeId §, g8l Caicloll STl B WY SUD! SMEEINES] Dbl Calalrol B
Y Sea] Ul @awen R aifey e 5 emEdends § 9 ol weew @
qAS B STEST WM Bl W Q¥ A VW UGHIH RS SgeU aRA @ ¥
e A T |
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St oER T= el (\@ UST): WEIGW, § HEE HA S & a3
swEAfd @rad @Ral g OAEER A SN, oy mAN @R IE BN, WY SMUdl 39
A B oA oA ARy fb &1 WA Ugd == A Wedl 4 AR qew
AN TR F WEE b v N R oo, wWg a8 T8l genl fiR @y 2012
d 0 gedd gs| oMUdl dfbu wHelRAT T W AFUF I, oMU SAel 9| TE
G Al SR W gedie B @ < b FgE 35 HMS el 4, R 9 e
gl 8 R W 7 Ud gYl SBM TP ET dcs G [SHGH FABR IMUD!
fear, afbd S@ W W MU B AHHFORS BN S Bl IS HROT @ b
I 2021 WRAY, 2013 B QA TS B ORI 9w H oger wwiE el
HElGd, I8 39 A Bl g wRal & & o el & oWy o=m 8 jEl €
IR SIS GERA P OEA IR BT AU IANM TEl R e 2| #H #ged, oM
T A W FEl b WENE, ULMR, BIO-ET d THSIRy bl Sl FdRAT 9 A
Id RE B, SUPI HAWD W Bl YA el Us el gl #eed, § A #woigR @
g SR § oM FeT @R @l § 6 AEME B @diUe wHa AWl ) usdl
gl AMUP T AG B AR B fF 5 W A @ 46 IRIs ARG €, ST
43 RIS SRAISA AGGR & RF&l o8 IFRT Iged & AReR T8 fa o gl
ITF W HR SRR B @ gl W Rafa # om #E w € fF PR we @
Usdl § A SE9 WeWd el gl oW 9 IR A g WM IR STdl I/ SE
R4 F Ay PIRRT H| HBlGw, § oud UH fded iR wRA1 @edr § e
AoiRl & fgare ¥ W@ uRRefl gafoy fer & @ € wife <w 4 A9’ &b
S AGHl BT ggd YR &1 AW WAl ARFEH S W, IPER ER He,
i faare sfafrem, oM vae, UG Tde <@ o - ¥ W9 Uded o ond
IR A DI WAl BT WEEE o W el g Ay B eXdl T8 2l 31 %M
Bl H g aRRfET B &M H I@HR WET R Bl EAHAT B S

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMA: It is enought ...(Interruptions)... It is not going on

record ...(Interruptions)... It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...

it O} T TR ¢

st Suwwmufe: 98 Rare # 980 o ' ® o oyl fiRex Weda! It s
not going on record. ...(Interruptions)... Take your seat. ...(Interruptions)... THRex

Tedd Py BRI el ©, MU S dd T T, 98 Rare H el M @ Tl 9,
dfST| Mr. Anil Desai, you please start. ...(Interruptions)...

*Not recorded.
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SHRI ANIL DESAL *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If you want to ask a question, you ask it.
Otherwise, nothing is going on record. ...(Interruptions)... This is not going on
record. ...(Interruptions)... 1 called you to ask a question on this; don’t make a

lecture. ...(Interruptions)... 1 do not want to listen to lecture.

SHRI ANIL DESAI (Maharashtra): I would like to put questions to the

Minister of Labour.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If you want to ask, you do so. Your one minute

1S over.

SHRI ANIL DESALI: Sir, eleven major Central Trade Unions went on a two-
day nationwide strike on 20th and 21st February, 2013. What was the need for
that? You have all the details of that in front of you regarding the price-rise or
inflation. Sir, whenever the reports have come about this, it was surprising to see
that the Press Reports and the electronic media also highlighted Rs. 26,000 crore
loss during those two days. But none of the reports have come which speak
about the employees, workers or the work force, who have lost their complete man
hours and who have surrendered their wages, which were dearer and more
precious than this Rs. 26,000 crore loss, being highlighted by the media. These are
the few things. Sir, what is happening in the organized or un-organized sector?
What has the Government done? You see the condition of Air India. You are
saying that the Government has come forward to see that a turnaround is made in
aviation sector, in Air India. If you happen to see, one fine day, the Government or
the Air India Civil Aviation Department has given the orders, proclaimed by the
CMD, that you straightway transfer your 10,000 employees to one of the
subsidiaries, which is created overnight, that is, AIATSL, and, 7,000 employees to
the engineering subsidiaries, which is being formed. So, out of 25,000 employees,
only 8,000 employees are to be retained in Air India. What kind of justice, what
kind of security, have you contemplated to give to those people? There is no
answer to all this. See, what is happening to the contract labour day-by-day. See
the way the contract labour is working beyond permitted hours, how they are
made to work, and, how they are treated as bonded labour. What are the minimum
wages you are going to give? Are you going to make it to Rs. 10,0007 It will not

be sufficient.

*Not recorded.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, please conclude.

SHRI ANIL DESAI: Will you be seriously thinking it to link it with the

consumer price index?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is all.

SHRI ANIL DESAI: You are speaking about the ILO. What are the 87th and
98th provisions? Will they be applicable to the workforce in India?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay.

SHRI ANIL DESALI Sir, let me speak.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. That is over. Your three minutes are over.
SHRI ANIL DESAI: We are looking after the Trade Unions. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. Now, Shri Rama Chandra Khuntia.

SHRI ANIL DESAI: We are working with them. We are working for the

...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Three minutes are already over.

SHRI ANIL DESAI No, no. Let me speak. This is injustice. This is injustice,

Sir. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, three minutes are over. Nothing more will go

on record.
SHRI ANIL DESAI *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. I have already announced that everybody
can take two minutes. He has taken three minutes. ...(Interruptions)... Nobody has
a special privilege; everybody has equal privilege. ...(Interruptions)... Today is
Friday. We have to adjourn the House and, at 2.30 p.m., we have to assemble

again. Mr. Anil, please sit down.
SHRI ANIL DESAL *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Anil, it is not going on record.

...(Interruptions)... Shri Rama Chandra Khuntia, please start.

*Not recorded.
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SHRI ANIL DESAL *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is not going on record. Mr. Rama Chandra
Khuntia, please start. ...(Interruptions)... That is not going on record. Sit down.

...(Interruptions)... Don’t say all these unnecessary comments.
SHRI SANJAY RAUT: Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sanjay Raut, see, I have allowed two
minutes to everybody but I allowed him to speak for three minutes.
...(Interruptions)... He can speak during discussion on the General Budget. It is not
the time for making a speech. During discussion on General Budget, I will give
you more time. ..(Interruptions).. See, this is for seeking a clarification. You should
know the rules of the House. Here, you can only seek a clarification, for which, I
have given you three minutes in spite of that fact that I have given others only

two minutes. Yes, Mr. Khuntia, please take only two minutes.

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA (Odisha): While joining my colleagues, I
would say that BAR @ & Hg 50 BRIS AGGRI & S & U Sl 20-21
T @ e g N, SEd o oW g 9, 3 UM @ qen ¥ Ry, dRde
forg, 999 & FAPowH SR SHPI FeM b fg Al I want to say fF ST Tl &
N H S 9 W R wree AN’ @l yexw T ®, I8 St el g1 Will
the Minister be pleased to say f& U=l St 5 S WS 98 8 SN dUF <l
gieT Y2 9, Has that Committee been constituted to go into the details of the

demands and problems given by the Central trade union or will the Minister
assure us that this Committee has the mandate to go into the details, consider the
problems and also give the decision within a timeframe so that the problems of the
workers can be resolved? Sir, I want to draw your kind attention on the pension
about which a mention has been made here. Some people are getting even Rs. 50
or Rs. 100 or Rs. 200 or Rs. 300 as pension. Even agriculture workers and general
public are getting Rs. 300 as pension. But these people are even paying for getting
Rs. 300 pension. About the gratuity, about which the Labour Minister has said, we
are talking about the amount. If you give one month salary as gratuity to the poor
workers, the total amount will not cross three lakhs. It may be also in the higher-

wage category. So, I request the hon. Minister to assure this House that he will

*Not recorded.
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[Shri Rama Chandra Khuntia]
consider all these demands. ...(Time-bell rings)... 1 also want to have a clarification
on whether a Committee is constituted and “whether it will go into the details.

...(Time-bell rings)... Please take a decision within a timeframe.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Mr. Minister, please. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Sir, just one minute.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, I am not allowing. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Sir, the Statement has not been circulated so far.

...(Interruptions)...
SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, the Statement is coming.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. That should have been circulated.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, I already requested that it is coming and
will be circulated. And, in the afternoon also, we are going to discuss the same

subject.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is another thing. You should pull up your
officers. It is for the Ministry to see to it that the statement is circulated before it
is made by the Minister, or, at least it should be if circulated at the same time. It

is a lapse on the part of your Ministry, your officers. Please pull up them.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Yes, Sir, I will.

ft I FUIT A_T W, H WU TEl BEW, H Ub Fdved gedr Aedl gl
ft S @ wWeE 2

A YW PU AeT: W, H yF € UP XE § 9N TE dR V@ gl OAEE
WS W OH AR S AW 6 s W A §S M W OSRied Aoy W g
SN SriTfed HolgR &1 H WEE H#Al St W g S dEdl § . (SFdET)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What is this? ...(Interruptions)... 1 have not

permitted you. ...(Interruptions)...
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N IH FUS AET: T S A[AST AAGRI & g ue Pig favy eyawen
@ T TS AR B ST WAL [ SN H RUE H a2 STe fow emy
- AR R S W@ 22

N AfeaTdIofT @A : W, H $AH g W HEl DI TR HRA DI DI DI 8|
3l UebTel SaSdR Sfl, quA A9 Sfl, demrery Sfl, sregad Sfl, Aisfaar Sfl, o S,
SN <4rg S SR IMErs fea St 7 39d R H o fIeR @@ad ey, offed #
Ud a1 HEAl AEAl §, SR YDl g8 IR < Al H S [ AG! =@, [ TE
ER e W1 8, I8 PR foRe # oMl g1 I8 A /W S 8§, qud A S
S 8, el aga g fafgaeell saal fpfearsy foar ok a=uem ofl, St iR
FREPE W E, oS FEl W HRR E1 Al WT I A T 7, AT rofge 9 IS
I I fRed | @'l g AT I US fdacd 79 fhar €1 # @l a1d &1 s
TET o AEAT §, olfh U R AR, offe™ oR Sle & W Suel 9 @e, dl

g IS9P St B RWde 9 <]

TeeE, ¥ ¥g @Eal g 5 T9e Foxw<e foRe # /W O Tow A T IO
fegpd € ok ¥t ge g & fied w' Sd € 5 owER R oft 4344
dR A E SR g aRA @l Wl SaeeR iR Redifaffedt € ae see
R B TSN W BH MES IX Ghd ¥, WA g Tl ST SMEaSE St T BT
5 Wi § P IR omuerdt S W gema € 98t W oW s Wdw # == ek
g d98d 9 Wl W T4l IRd U Ad 86 §, PP Y&l W W UH HA el B
Fifr IqH TR § RS, WeR T MR TTeiels Wt ¥ S @ Wl
W GESl B ®, 9 el W 9Esiar el g U ¥ 39 aoe 9 S oifH
foofla fear ST Goar 8, S¥RI e Tddc B W gReific BRAT 9yl S ds-
g ¢ T, O Ufferfl HeX ¥ AR H B, TESadx S 1 UsH Is9 & aN H
HEl, AU PAR UT S 4 g9c b AR H Bell TPl 39§ Wadh IR H HGH o
W, 94 Jgl W gole W fewHeE B a1 IWeh IR W QMU SfeT Wil o,
WAl g3l SRflE Bl 981 W Sdl s gR A Afeqe e, dfdd Woum S
HEE €, R H $B PR Whal g dl Sad & PR Fhdl gl S AUH 5

Puiie @ qRiw @)l =iey off wife a1 WA A BAT 9 Wil W SFSHS dRb
SR ®l O Wgferad < WNMRY, Sl BINR BRb TAT &l &1 Bl WHAl ©
fr ag omyet Afewhees & Haifdd T B AW S WY ded ¥ 98 A W Y,
Afpd g A€ BT B T P SWH WWRT W W@ Al Bl Graer |

SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN: You have done it. But your Government has not

done it.
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SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: My Government and I are one. 1% 3RS &l
I 8, WieYd ok by BT Tl 8, dolhR WhHIRY Bl HHe ' AT T
Ry W1 ASET B OMY garsy fh fhw MM O§ ISy wWrey W1 AT '
TS A RIS dhd & fIU 9 TP THY BH W BH T TR RIS b PN
d fey &1 U W T8 gell Ugell dR WY TaHee H SMeiRIIESS  dad
& for sam T W e mr g S9er uiRieE omm el @R @ ' S Rl
g, 99 foay fefeaa #IRvT, &1 9 &9 o1 gonm ¥ S9d fag a1 ey
NEININCGEEIIE

TR, Plode ok Uae & aR H BARI PINE SR &1 AU I P B
g f& o PR R W F, T B TS W @ Tl Plgde R Uae & o
N opfedicd € AP AR A auel Wl WigW Bl W), dER Bles H gEUR’ES BN
@ qoE W B S 0 yUvel Yd € B Ul d Sl € Wi el ® it
4 W TP S E YT UG RREH $ ORI § TElY B A 9@l AIgH o
ZAfTy 39 WeY § AR PIRR WNY ®, dfhd e ff <o glesw 3R e
N AT & SS9 i sel 9FT 9IlRkT Rife SHH BEHRRd sdiddice Bl
IR AR Piwde ofdd Pl 81 VIR Hi dl 399 BISREd e fhaa grm?
R SH g9 Bl WPHR IOl Whdl 8, Ugde HRURCH 8ol Idd €, R gAY
seReafoed W U@l AMd §, I8 |9 W ' <@ BN gl RE H I8
A g b ghT URIeiacTE €l REl 8, SMSCHINTT Bl REl €, B TaHe H
Jg B O T OW, A R[umn St F g9e fefeass fam, dfed svR # s
g A S O R SIS e A P e UREH M H g8 d8 gl
T AT A 1970 @ Vo ¥ W M & 9 1 el Il W9 1970 W IE VAT
Id B T Al S BARI IR 1 I8 T B I9e fhw < 9 sEifeRH &
[, 3 IR ¥ Al WPl FRAT Tl AP VIl A & fow a1 ' erieHeH
AUl SR W AN gHel WEA a1 § owwen g (b oswd oIl dedlell W,
SERICIR IR (<h | A | I e = 1 - £ Ll B | e A e | R
S B IE qaM1 dRAl g P diwee od ¥ IR H g9 Sa & ISP §, i
g I

M qUT AR W AP T8 B9 BN, I§ W gAY Biow AR F F9
P . (TEH)...

At AfcadT @ BNl RG W Al BH SHSHC aRd dide A g ol
T, WR Wh Blesdw @ A BEA AW ¥l SHP o A . (@@aEm)..

#t 9T AR W T8 M AT ..(FIEH)...
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N AfeadoT @ TgRell 98l W AR fucde @ R dIRm @Rl g,
IAN PV FRP SHADI AR | (TTEM). .

ft quT FAR AT ST T Agd TEc F TeER P R T .(TAEF)..
M ¥ 2010 | PHfdde A WM & 3R a8 Wgd Tawe #H, B & g
®IC BT ¥l MU TAG IR H Ayl ... (GEH)...

sft SuwMmfe: que SN, B AT 3MY 98 STl ..(hET)...

i UBRT AELH: W, TE &l | .(FAYF).. I& HY BRM? FAD WIBR
B UH AT g9 T (HIEF)...

sft Suwmfer: Sl ®, B T MU §8 WsYl ..(aE)...

#ft wfearaT @ gaw @ A RS @ g S e T e g
S IR H BAT AeRS! HA fRAr g SR BRI Wiz fudde | dd B
e T, PR S B Whodl el fiell, SWH R B ARRA! @ gy, a1l SHan
eI RN FRAT AIRY, $9dh dR H AR I8 del T & e 9 Rk 16
fpar & 833 W@ 3MUa NDA & asic off 99 ff ®g =& @ o off Rafy
qEl Bl ..(FIUF).. 3MUBl FF ¥ BCHR P A, Sl el BNl ' W S
g f& @I Tae 833 UM & fau ddlge o+ & fau AR T8 B, ugd
f & B, e o E B &R ufaw # o € B ufiw § Sasex arEe
TR W SME WX MW, d 9 Wt T8I W uRE | (caem)...

St IS gfeam: W, oMl @1 @ SRl ®L(Haum)..

#t Afecd™T @ U gAY (@)
it UBTST WESHR: I8 A EOR GRIg B S 'l .(uaer)...

At Afeeprol @ Suwwfa Aelgy, s¥ifey gA @R € v fb ww W@
FH 086 TWHC <, A o9d & foU B Pv A Pv M U T ddd 2
g et femie & o1 & B Sa @ T8 ¢ Wahd € AdfeT ' H W A
T ¢ 9hd €, 396 U B P e} @ ¥ R 9w uf$w # ¥ oW s
I A FaeR o Sfear Wi @l g9 ST add A @I, dfed e @
SEM @l & 9 ¥ed B9 o1 @ oM, @ Sue dF-aR R ugel S &
aifeq oAl 39 A H1 H AEar g 'R IR W B s IR R s HEI
B QW IS |ed # O Wl SO’ ¥ 99 e 9x #, § R axfwd woml 9w
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(51 wfoeTdIo @R

SHeligd Hel 78 §, 98 d S9 Jad, ¥Isd & dad informally aR-uig fime
fafred @ dora] 37 wAwel @ 59 1§ gAsm Wahd T PV N AId T,
b for R S & 99 Iv AFHE e IR AR @ 919 3s 3R SWd
gie H fda U fewr g S P oMU Ut M R Bl PR AU SHDI Ugd i,
@ fafm A R e 8 B oot & 98 g @ € ST a1 IR faem
BT B B ST SAPS A forde fSIRE 99 Sraew w1 o wawE  fear g

d ¥E WEM & AU BART W AMNY| BH GRER TS b G Uh IS ied
PRI B BIRR A BH SR AUB APy e MaHC F FW @ STl
SRl Bl TR g8l W dle ¢ ¥ 98 sfuferic @R, d URE W W Wl 3
TER &X W ¥, 9 W B9 8 Rl sdfar § S gu 98 #Ed gy g
PEA ARA g b e 1 OWHWRI Bl gAAH b U ¥R ¥ SR ™A T
TlEH B9 TAPI Olb o A < | g

M I AR A FH SN, AU AT b . (FE)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is over. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Salman

Khursheed, would you like to say something? ...(Interruptions)...
M I FAR I AA o, dURINE b e F AR H L (Faum)..

AAST BRI HAGT H 6T FA FAT AT FAGT H AT wA (3R e gE):
I8 Ay BN L (SFE)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Salmanji, do you want to say something?

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Sir, I had assured the House that I would convey
the feelings of the House about the students’ agitation in Tamil Nadu to the

External Affairs Minister. He wants to say something on that.

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Stand of the Government on the Resolution on Sri Lanka in the
U.N. Human Rights Council in the light of the agitation
by students in Tamil Nadu

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI SALMAN KHURSHEED): Sir,
I am very grateful for this opportunity. We have had a discussion in the House

earlier and anxieties have been expressed because students’ bodies of various
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colleges and universities in Tamil Nadu are out in the streets agitating over the Sri
Lankan issue. I want to share with the House that the process for a decision on
the Resolution, which is indeed a procedural Resolution, as follow-up of last year’s
Resolution, is now underway. We are engaging all other Member-countries of
UNHRC. We are, absolutely, committed to what we tried to do last year, which was
to ensure that there must be accountability, fair participation, sanctions must be
imposed, where they are found to be necessary after adjudication, and that a life
of dignity and of equality must be ensured to all the Tamil citizens of Sri Lanka.
This was our objective of supporting the Resolution last year. That objective
remains important, and we are constantly in pursuit of that objective. Whatever
steps are necessary towards the pursuit of that objective, will be taken by the
Government of India. We are in the process of finalizing our position and posture.
We are in touch with all other stakeholders. And as soon as the final view is
taken, we will come back to the House and we will inform the House of the latest

position.
DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir,...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It was a demand. So, no clarifications.

DR. V. MAITREYAN: We only want to request the Government to ensure that

the investigation is impartial and independent.

SHRI SALMAN KHURSHEED: Sir, I share the sentiment of the hon. Member,
and that the investigation must be impartial, transparent and independent. This is
something that has been reiterated repeatedly, and we remain committed to this

objective.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, hon. Members, I would like to inform the
House that as per the decision of the BAC, we will take up the reply on the
Railway Budget at 2.30 p.m., and after the reply, we will take up the Private

Members’ Resolutions.
The House is adjourned to meet at 2.30 p.m.

The House then adjourned at twenty-eight minutes past one of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at thirty minutes past two of the clock.

MR. CHAIRMAN in the chair.



352

Government [RAJYA SABHA] Resolution

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTIONS

Rejecting Resolution passed by National Assembly of Pakistan
on 14th March, 2013

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, I now take up the Resolution.
SHRI BALBIR PUNJ (Odisha): Sir, we need copies of the Resolution.
MR. CHAIRMAN: We shall make it available.

I move the following Resolution:

“This House totally rejects the Resolution passed by the National Assembly
of Pakistan on March 14, 2013. The House notes that Pakistan has committed
that it would not allow its territory to be used for terrorism against India and
only fulfilment of this commitment can be the basis for peaceful relations with
Pakistan. The House rejects interference in the internal affairs of India, and
calls upon the National Assembly of Pakistan to desist from such acts of

support for extremist and terrorist elements.

The House reiterates that the entire State of Jammu and Kashmir including
the territory under illegal occupation of Pakistan is and shall always be an
integral part of India. Any attempt from any quarter to interfere in the internal

affairs of India will be met resolutely and with complete unity of our nation.”
May 1 take, hon. Members, that this Resolution is adopted unanimously?
HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Resolution is adopted unanimously.

SHRI BALBIR PUNIJ: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I just require a minute.

ft IR uaE (RER): WiepE 3a giffes 8, 9gd afean 2
MR. CHAIRMAN: Do you wish to say something, Mr. Punj?

SHRI BALBIR PUNIJ : Sir, I just need one minute to make one point. By

adopting the Resolution passed by the Pakistani National Assembly; firstly, they

have conceded to the words that they have a definite role in promoting terror

across border and India. This is an open admission by Pakistan. Secondly, Sir, so

far, we used to be confused about the role-between the State actors and non-State

actors. Now by adopting this....
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. We have discussed this in the

morning. Now the hon. Minister for Railways will reply to the discussion.

THE BUDGET (RAILWAYS) 2013-14

I W (S vaT PER ) A GWET S, XA 99l 2013-14 WS =El
g5, SUH TH Wed & 43 WM wewdi A fRwmn fomm ok # w9 @ @ o
gt |

(Suarafy weled dlorfi7 V)

e s 9af & W T2 foRn, ofd SHI-EEd W 9 AU gIE od <@, dfced
Fs A 4 Po e N <7 ® E H ST AW @ A 9gd9gd gae ol g
W R @ g 6 dee P g T Bl AT fH RE B AR W g%
g, ST W B Yedy B 9gd P8 W B e ek 'R S e ® fF
GR @ Rl SR WReN Wied o HWdl W8] 9nR e, SEd oy g
forg a8 werm '

T Halel GR-GR Jol AR g8 b HE@QU Harel v, e fOp s gedR
U o, e @9 g% @I, Soi fBal 3R 980 9 AN 9ewl 1 ®el &b
AR Yl & U Fse 7 ¥ 3R I8 Wl WK dR W ®al T b gud
B U AMNG AE T80 79 dfeq] § 59 a1 & 9 wedd gl § I8

Al Yedw @1 S dse § a9 I 98 Ue wolgd, gge, Aes Bl
it R, faxiia figidl W™ gl =iy, offed 9 8RR US 98d g
JEIiTe RFER g1 RGO Yd @1 we ddNied 64,500 fhamier 7, e gRi
98 TP SNE Pl gERI B ¥ Siedl € 3R A <Ied ob 1,15000 fderey
gl I8 fFiafed &1 @ 29 F e gt & Sfed @ gl § iR ST
AP AT T Tl IS SN BAR 9MH © fP Yedw & o fRiw € W™ ww
T ART F, orerrere wRil A S SW F geEd @ 9 € W ST W @
SR | A T e B o B A R T L B R T T B 22|
HRRET BEd 7 Yqdd P S99 d9d S FER!, S d9ec 4, Ydad 89 W
® SR IE Bl AfPT AR, g WM T oWl ® AR UR™E g8 Uh SRl S
o f&6 S WA} ' YEA FRAM §, I SGb foU I§ T © B S w@ne-
AR YA b PO AU WET BN AMeY| Bl g XS Bl S A ol U
BT ol A WEl AN W NAdS B R® A AR Nag H U S enl s
g9 W T A0 WISl BN B, B WM @l § b 8 ORA ag ¥ R
U9 goiedl WUIE $ER Al ©, 98 89 el Medl| w® WA gl & fb ' el
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[ Uqd PR &)

qH Ugd? IS [ald, Sl Yol AEd 7 bel A, I W H Algl TEX IR 3N,
WfpT I8 WAl s 9 & U Ue @gd ofed Wdld §9 Sl g1 gy Ig
SNl § oW A ool gvie wite # el on, oW H 9 9d g8 dRE W QRN
T agm & Ul wogd b g@ W € TS wel <N W g9 'MWl § A fF
Ig & I wa @I ASEE! 8, 98 SN Holgd ofl| g8 SWPl Wolgd el e,
IHI Bl QT AU W B AqHd H BRI gl I XAdSl F g ofER & fh
A W g8 wled B 98 b @l o9 8W Wd A R, Sl dREAR IR |
el T AT fF Tod IO W SR 8% B R §9P foly WIEEl, Ag O«
ot qS fam ¥ 6 & S W fierh @ T W SR w1, 9@ § fiw
Fedl § b S € & 8 wAe dEd Bl v dfbd § I§ wHedn § b wWed
P g ¥ Sl fdER Ay, S gY @leR i A Bel b 10 | b g’ S sk
gl dfed dfe Ig |ara Sor, H S9el AMel A1 R wRer awar g fb as R/
BN AR P ATl W, Yadd & fou we I oifd omgedd €1 Yodd &1 S
ST YA BT 8, 98 qaNIEd 80% SRR} B Aley, dfed I W BH BT
MRT| I 100 PW HHH b U XeIdS B RE W 80 BW W &I Wd el
M TRyl ¥E S 20 JUY P IR BN, IA Bl BH AENGRY &b fog, T
gga A o AN & fau swmie o) Ui | fR ged ¥E Yw osaAr & e,
Wdfed 9T # F' e g B M SR 201213 9 s @d, Al 2011-12 H
qE YR JHIT 949 b UEA WA IE XA YA F g oreed 7 O™
el E O Ghdl AR S oA A edw g TE Aebedl | Ig a1 g6 A
grffl B9R 9P I8 TP d9gd gl gar off ok 9 gAr 9§ fued & fag @
PRAT SR AT

SE ggEEAl S g g et & iR 5@ §9 39 'l W, 39
T W I A Wegd Bl Y B G T N P veew TR 9 Ud W B
P U oM 9% & & Po R S usml dfeT I8 ®eH SoM Sifar
B AT o1, ST BH fRRTm SeMT UsTl BRI ISl eI e fe fevmr s
T A P e TS| S g9 @ fon ff B QA WM 3P T8 ded o, ik
I gad 1600 PRIS BUY Bl BH agd oeRd AT

TP FRA-AY g9 hved aaifarsId & fav O fSweiRal ot off, arfe
sHd S ORI oFRmes ofFT @Ry, 98 I Wbl IE P fHw O, sHa fow
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PC I H BH TADI 88.8% & I W o MY, S UBA 94.9 B AT Tl
ATl ATA BT BAW TRlC @ & fh S 1% 3R &HA dRdb 87.8 W o &N
MU W ¥ #Wem & SR U Wg W g A Bl bgAd A fb SN drel anf
H SRR BH OSH 80% WX o Ml W@IRYI SHeh d% & I8 fAved Weed @
T |

B o9 wgferdl @1 SRiT FRd €, 98 Wglord Nadd adl © ugl, o
T ST ORI AR W 80% WX of SMUA| B WHM @ BH S 74% U o MU,
dfeT PH-U-PH 80% WX I BH TH SMOX T B ARVl

9% fg & ST dew Sor, ¥ S9e wel W e exar @wear gl R
Sl Rl Aled g Hifh I8l bel WA b fERmn 25% 9@ fear w, el @
S Hle off TS, SEH W 9gd U Me form manl swe faw § ome wme
Al W SEERY <A Al § SR g8l de Al g1 AR @l sw qeieRl @l
M 25% HE AP ©, o] Usel HUAT M S9 hae & Hf 3@ o & d=
Bl Gl Hed WA AU B A §, Shl Ub S8 W GERl SHE M
folg 3R 100 fhelfier & WOX 9T &= 8, @ UBd SUdl 800 WA o Tsd
J R @ ITB 1000 IO I USA| FE 25% B AT 8.00 TUY H 25%
200 9 99 WA R g€ 10.00 WA B W Y€ 9 H HAAT g Elelifh 39
800 ¥UY HI SHE TE 1000 B M, olfd 12 A & 95 IE g B @
gl 8 S R fear 2 o9 oMU SUMleUEl SE ¥g 3ferenm WY o ofifvg
g @1 foRTn feaar 9g T @2 PR US AR 100 fheirley @1 WWR @R,
10.00 YT H JU WM UR, JU IAd WA UR UEI A, g8l A IHBI
3 fharier &1 9B 1 &A1 Ug o A1 O 98 UG SO AT ATsfeed  ReRm
STl PR 98 drsfhel Raem oar 2, @ W SW 50.00 I TFFl AT & ohRnl?

39 BRU H YA IE SXGRG BRAl § b AU W 9Pl gl fFHE q
gl W g B b B, & FHaR o, sH@l Swwd ff SR BRU EH uE
FRAT T

b G/ Sl GURI |alel 9T LYY 99 WAl W gl S B ST
I TWE P PV AS delg, Al 99 W fewell @ S fb 9 F SW P o,
IR W AN B S dIe ol I8 9 d o W WEE 8 FEl SR S9d aR H
AP gaT| SR FH AUP SR Awls ddre Tl d MY 59 dd WA 1Y
dEAad B fF 98 S o1 SeERU & dR R Rodee aifie &R Beiered
o, &7 & =@fow @1 # ugd R e @mwar g
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[ T AR dEa)

W, YA H gedd gfbT 4 WEM UgW, IM 120 fa U @d SRl gl
Tt ol ¥E Rerd € Rk ¥E Rrend afde @ & w@ife o9 98 < gl
YIS H BH QIRR T @ i exd € fh o fRee of oW & iR dW-
T T HEN d9d E ouE A TW dell fode @ TEEUwE A vud § 99T S
Tl T R E W IR g B ® 99 R o § W W IEdT ¥ uEd
g T 9 Pl We Rbe wlie od € wife S Ue q o Wed &1 S|
IRT @1 fewe T faad, @ Sav 9 9 I8 PR a=d ®d T fF ST fewed
P owE A dE I ST o e < # T8 e, S99 AR wEH W OEn
d Uh fad %8 S B 1199 a9 9 SRl aiftw @R Sd Bl PR U I8 Fed
g & TR HReRM AifSe AT 981 8M ey, dl $P ¥W @R 98 qdd
IHPT BRI PRI AW, b q9 db SIS W@ AW BAI foRm BRMI I,
d wuerar € 6 s@dl gem Swdl g SR A 9ern 8, 98 9gd SAel el
el T Bl WHE b1 AW B, W H SR W srererer f R W g fb
faafpaT eRR TSl Bl W), Abs d™ W RodeE ¥ SR dohlel § W el
TSIl Sl 9 BRIERE # 8, a8l 9 RodwE b faw W 21 R RodvE @
TS A Rl BN, S f A e M A1 oFR SRR # W 2iel @i
ST, Al Swd d Awsial g fh @i 9gd 99 ok @l 9 § el ®w jE g
d g8 78 H' @ g & 9 dWW qWR ged MU, dfed SR S 9B
IR 3fARY MY, P& AP SR AT

W, 3Oh A § I§ A ABAl g b I@@l Bl b $ AU g
3R H-RT HeH ISN Bl AN 9gd RE B g b wxA o &l A Hed
Rewon S F Q1 A geg o ¥ 5 B e quR RRed @ 9’ o Y, W
B9 TG WY b g8l dRal U R B TS Bes Wed IMUb UM B, i
o H W AfhT S F AT ' WY SR Pls fRdmd FE B dT 'W A dB
A ugg W f& Mud U S OSMUAT HESe BIF T, S9 W SFR Al el
TG, G S & oW ggl AT ' S iR S9d SRy Wt gE ogar o
S 6 e Sl fedie & fow 99 €1 sHe folg & CoMiEiel @1 SRMIA Rl
gl H s W oMUl Fd Wl g fb IWH R SRR TSIl PR g w9 Al
& fog ofereter U W wE 5 9gd w9 U I U, PR 9E 9 MY, o
g9 fara & 5 SE9 o8 wa T8l sl RN fede ot B SR 99 SR
R G Ui | = A e s 1= T 2 3 | S S 2 £ A B < L 7 B | o -
AU qpe B oA 9@l Al § Sed fow fw wear g 5 oswe Rwed d oo
Aieiifdeds a1 PR o TS §, SHBl IRA & ol I§ UH BT HeH 9
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feen & & aife oM & 9 &, swifrg ¥s feur g1 # aeR b oeEl @
SRRV A UUR el Rdl, offbd J AW © fb ofR oM @8l W ue fad
I UHE AEN U o7 b1 Bis fowe form =@, @1 Riowr dne fawmn @ g
SEd d9 A U @8t o9 us Sl g1 gsf a1 ¥§ 13 7, offdd 9' s &
fg 3 @ 9 I US Ol ®, PR UG fad u'Rd Wt amw ¢F @ feade ol
SH TE SEH SAT IR Bl Sk W BH U g Tl el ®, dfed BH
IO TR W gW @A ¥ A TRy Rib wg § 6 3w S eereer gemn
T E, ¥ Py 98d g8 del™l T8l Bl

W, Th (NRT Paey WA TSSReHe BT g1 Ugd A 22 SMad) 9
H 1600 IR TUY M I AR @ T WA H Iqb W 6600 RS I H UH
gfaRad #iftfT s &Fft off| g Hdem @ ' Usd o form em dfdd gue ok
a9 o 9 & dop Si9d B BEd Thed I 10 W 80 U dg T SR
SEHT WX Al Veldd W W BRI B STAM ol fb Udhed IHd 99 SEd
U6 99 ¥ fhaT wd oW, d Rh S99 9@ddt & BRU 3300 dRIS BUT SEH
¥ fwer I g dRE, BF S 6600 dRIS BUY HT W W@ A, 9w Rk 3300
R & W WSS Y R 96 g e 9T A g 9@ R @)
ST el S B AR ORd ¥, Y SHe BRU BY 9 U AT IR Bls IR
el 98I WUl W HEl @M @led, A 98 9 o Ul gEley, sAR | U
SRS U B 1 | B2 BT 2l 6 | -V G | S | SR M
fbar &1 We UsoRede e ® ¥E g B YeAde B Wl P @ Bl T
SOdT fha AT U9 W oFIaT ®7 SHAl I W ST B} X@l T 8, Sfe
qgd A W IH S BT Tl OIEH! WG H M A e BRh, S
WS TEHI AN F@l <1 S 10 I 80 UH d@l, IR IWA PY WHI Usd
fostell @1 Y2 9er o1, 39 I § fvd d A 9w AR e w39 Th Ao
¥ foau o o g o1l fdSiell @ YT d@l, Usd ol & 9. S| @ M
gl R fiR 39 IRk o 9 w1 T @l 3T 9l B R ded 5 TRIE
I ATl g8 G WA USORTHS DEMS b AR W Gl TSl UHORT B S
fPRm o, 98 oPfl §emT o, A S W gl oAl Siifh 860 AT 880 WIS b
AT g A ATl 98 T AE R, i ' oonfl S 9@l aRe B¢ 9, oifdd
RS 1 R O L £ A G < 1 2 ™ = A 1 ) O < 1 3 B 1
g R H wEar g f& So9 el wdh sl

W, I8 UH dgd ofed WAl Sodl ol H R oud mi AfedsigoRE
A WA gl S b AT B AlgSIgoRF g8 #R Al WIS Bl RB A
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(B Ugd PR &)

25 BIR PRI JUY AR & IR W @I B8 ol w1 Ig a7 fede 9
AN o E ST g WWR BRd Bl S gE W%} aRd ©, R SA% foly 9 AN
9| < S WR TE PRA 87 SR BW WA WISl Fell, A IS9Pl SR dl
| AR W US| TS A PR ¢ W FHR A8l BRdl, olfhd B "I

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN (West Bengal): We have been misquoted here.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I have not quoted anyone.

..(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He is not yielding. ...(Interruptions)...
Mr. Minister, are you yielding? ...(Interruptions)... He is not yielding.

...(Interruptions)... No, please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I will come to you direct when I refer to
the hon. Member’s point. ...(Interruptions)... I will make a mention of what he said.

...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: *
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: *

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: It is a fact that it is going on for decades
and decades. I am only mentioning what is the present position prevailing in the

system. I am only talking of that, Sir.

W, 98 T G P 3fd Tb 98 IR 25 BOR INIS db Ugd oQml| H Ig
ust € fb H P9 Tdd T8l $el, R W SarRy fear § fe 9gd dm Wi
F gefieivdl & 'd € SO HW ¢ W 9 G w1 W e T8 e g
SeNd e TS B, ofd S 9 9 deiR # wded € oFR SEel diMd et
B, A Sl W WEI B ol Usdl g1 Plg oaed A H ooF A ek Rl g
PR W FW PV T\ @I B W, O T Ig MEH SEh U T, W o W
HHR A8l FRAT &7 W Y€ A AW P U Wreel Bl I <@er B fh Ed

*Not recorded.
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B AfedesgoRE feadl &R wdd &1 s & WY Th ga wdd I8 8 b
frefl gad Yefd S A QAH of, g8 W AU CMUC B 80 WHE W FW Bl
oT| 3T & P¥ B 36 URUC & A1 &l Do you want us to price ourselves
out of the market, Sir? [ & SHS TRRA & WA THIUS T AT IfEST AMSY
5 TR TR TR BN TR &1 TH o 30 I 48 PG B b Il Fhdl
g, @ SEH fham A SO, G RE PR I Bl A g b SARY WS
ST, @ SEd AT 400 W W gEH o S| R T FSHl W OUGNU e
b7 g1 AW G|l Bl <@d gY BH U8 Q@ SR © [ Sl BHART AT WISl
F WX T, O TART e WY ¥, S99 W BW YW A 9 eleM B 3Ed fow
B TS Wi i R usil H R Jgl e e § ok H o owHsn §
fF 39 9ed & 9 ¥e 39 9 Bl "I . (GEH)...

sft R AT (STR UST): AFAR Yol HAI O, IS 80 WR¥C W 36 URWC
W A 3 T, SHABT R BRUT 87 ..(FGEH)...

Mt g PR d9S: UF Fald W OAEE AR AT § g del ol § B
3 9/ Bl Sl Udl, MY ITAT M HIY IR Y a AR &R W d AN
HI SRRV AT @ g1 G981 98 YAIS TP WS FN W UA o ol 7 3R
M oS T d R ge @R @ SwRd Tel gl dfdd, oFR ' dRT W aRe
g, d 8 % Afer we F g k1 R Fed T, R®ife Afem wie d veed
SHal Red g d&ar &1 Fdau, 98 dst 9 & oy, e drEEl @)
A FHAl ¥, e SHBT 9gd ofdl Sy NiR¥S gl ¥, Use-UwE W

moiecd § fed S € MR @S @ )R P W FA 9 WEC ©, SR EH
JICA 1 9e€ &% 9 W oF Bl & SUd g a8 @R Fbd o7 9oy, 84 fiR
TRRd g f S Seid O B S9d AT Suer ag fader e Bl S\l g
SRd gl o B owme H Bl WA 9 eR BT g Pl Gobd o 8 g SR
feern @em @1, T § @' T < xer g1 W @ 5 ondt T Ferm © afem
I HaTd BAR AMH MEH T fF PR BH 99l W Fdl #) @ ¥, a I o
IRl WA €, S W OBH U AR SRR @l BN fh s ANl @ s ol
PRAT B

ST AT M SNl ¥ fF oMud U M §gd ' A1 omu SEile @l wE
9@ T B2 IE YT IR AW ol gl H W T@ qd Isf G AT A, dd dd
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B e PR d9e]

S @I 99§ a1 udr TE oS fha T e wed €1 § swe W R §ar
RET &l @9 b UM 10 A UHS W FUWR SMIN B, oAb 8 A UdHS b
IR A O TeRal € A ded F A MM ¥ A WY T, W ¥ SR SN
9c 01 oG 10 BOIR Udhs SHH W S &1 S Yod odd & 91T §, I8
T 02 AR UHS &9 Sl g SR 98 AN & U I@T SR 21 QIR
g™l B, SR el ored S BRI AEN, RO W] SeRd Uedl B, SdHl
SN W Tedl B R N 39 o9 W oMy fb U e @t oe g R
BH 99 Wed 1 SHb (U T ARUASLY IR AR UCRME o SHP B
U fEarl s9d 98 RAma wd ST6 o oMM, 136 Wied o & W, S
TEET 1500 3R PO TaIW Bl © AR AT ITPI AW S M AR G, a d
T ¥ ged Wl ST W PP wicd @ S asslenrE fhar € b Sew
PU-PY IWA AT S Pl 21 ST P ENA IR b U AR wied W
AW AM ¥ TS SAd! VHME B OGP 2l IT 136 H H Wz B P g9 @i
g o H wwerar € 6 ue dome A 2500 @RS W W@l S Wadl © wlfe,
Iqh R S WM g, e 99 M0 M aR ¥dhd §, SAdl o@d g¢ 8H
ST W HME BN

MRER # q@ N & ST W THEHC Bl TShlEHE 2000 UhS oMM W,
T fF g ST Al ¥ fag & e § Rl e iRk gwr, @1 S R erdw
uigdt ufefave &1 w5, SO ANE) & A JO sER U™ gWs 9 SN
wdY Bl Radwed ol €, 89 W 9 7 aRd el S b U S,
PfATe & U TR BH B hadl dRAl AR fF ' S W B9 R®TOaR
Fod T 3 I8 B WHA § fF PO W WHE T o, I SHH @iell TR
AT B T T A AHM H a9 o AR THE Yead d T I e H Swe
fIepa giardl iR gfeddl 9 &R 81 § & 99 dRE 9 B9 SUBI SWHE
PRAT AT |

THY B W g gl A I8 ge <@l § b SFE-STE $hU USl g 3R 98
ggd ofe Ut ¥ SEe IR A A IRGR 9 B ¥ 5 SS9 WhU b1 W
THeH PP T PP PRI ARy, dld g8 Sfb T g9 MYl R Al UH IR g
IS d8d B PV T PU W % FNJ IBd T, olfbd ST T W T
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IR B WHsA ¥ P 39 WA (2013-14) 4500 RIS BUY BH WHY W B BRI
B U | TR, BEARTT & IR H BT gaq1 & b gl

W IE B9 o1 ¥ 5 § th 9 @ O o6, O § qoe | § oW
@ Tl H ogEsa § 5 P A W 9 qdihd B 9ahd § R g @l W
gl Whd & b ¥g Wl 'R fAU TS dgd qe1 VISFifae ddrel &9 ol g
9 Weled! RIRE ik ¥t S € @1 @ F UF el iR FHd I @ el
SRE J[eiedl SRR Wt g9 wMuy @8 | AN B o9 ], A Al W 9
Fxp, A B 9@ FT R AU U T, and that will always be subject to the
decision of the Parliament. BRI S HESS &, ST TN IS9Pl RUE S| enft
T8 b S o W™ ¥ iR §v S sex-ffReaa fermom & fog oom ©
5w Sue ke & @1 f& 98 ofer 8@ S =@ty 89 W dfdde o
e <, SUP AT BT A WRIET PR B SRRd BEN IR S SMI 9ed
AP U H, Il 98 91d " S, dfe #9 |rEn {6 S\er e smud
qHA ATS-AT PR g |

arg € fded el o wEl B gend W OE O X 9 s E oS al
B IE AN T, TP BN W IE W B, M I RS F gAD 8, Bl
A Thed | fEAl T BT PSS ATG-TS] TRl A WRdrl SR BH  SdT HIe
&N, d ST S Xe S Red e ® 9 difvfed 7€l €1 Aear, wifh W S
ST A1 SRR el §, 98l Py dREF e A FE € A1 '8W g8l W Rib
o |fd| &1 s @ d § PR e oifr Red genm wfed gar g1 &art
S odfeEl € o & T 'R RAfGT @ S RigwE B d%cd ©§, Sb BRU
W BHRE @I 98 A9 gRed 8 ol gl U9 9gd 9 sld US §, e
fory &9 9m-am W 9d #Rd gl e, A gEER §F S 7 US 9 I8 S/l
ff f& & T Uar Ried @ o @Ry 6 gd SFl U @l e R
A, XA F TP AMRS FIF F AR W S PM g, q8 Uh KRG Bl IFD
St Rfddw, aRe swicd ok AIRRisEhe HRISVEE @ dd 8, 98 Td
RE B, olfbd STP I & S WA sWCH B I T, 98 UH dgd 3fEH a1
& ok SuP oy g3 s g1 S¥e IR A H Ul §ar @wgm & omee w5
T899 WA A gd fe gl oS ARiEved wWew € SRR v SR feard
e F N T ogad T ST fov R v # R d T SR 13 W
Uoided § O 9 SRR dRiEied wWed & 2L (caem)...
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3.00 p.m.
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: What about Maoist-infested Jangalmahal, Sir?
...(Interruptions)...
SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I will come to that. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: You have not given a single rupee. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: T will come to that. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; no, please. ....(Interruptions) Please do not

interrupt. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’ BRIEN: What have you done for Jangalmahal?

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Derek O’ Brien, please don’t interrupt.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, I would only request the hon. Member

to please let me finish. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; no. ...(Interruptions)... Why do you do this?
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Derek O’Brien, please don’t interrupt. ...(Interruptions)... No,

no. You are not permitted to speak now. ...(Interruptions)... Please take your seat.
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: No, no. This is not a Bengal issue. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Why do you do this? ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Do something, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Derek O’Brien, please don’t do that.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: We want development, Sir. ...(Interruptions)... He has

mentioned everything. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...

Listen to what the Minister is saying. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is correct. ...(Interruptions)... He has a right
to say. ...(Interruptions)... You made your point during the discussion.

...(Interruptions)... Let him give the reply. ...(Interruptions)...

*Not recorded.
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SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: *
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...

Nothing will go on record except what the Minister says.

hon.

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, I sat, all through the speech of the

Member listening to him without interruptions. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, it is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: *
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, it is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: We will not listen.

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, it is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, if the hon. Member insists on my not

proceeding in the matter in my way, I would like to make it clear, Sir, that this

project is in a preliminary stage of execution. Planning Commission has given in-

principle approval to the project.

This is in the preliminary stage. The Planning Commission has given in-

principle clearance to this project, subject to the State Government sharing 50 per

cent of the cost. I am hopeful that the State Government will come forward if they

are sincere about making that demand here, they will share 50 per cent of the cost.

...(Interruptions)... 1 am coming to what I was saying earlier.

M IR g @) sR W L(aum)..
Mt T AR d9er. H g 9 ) @ A1, Hifd I e

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him finish. ...(Interruptions)... Please allow the

Minister to finish the reply.

*Not recorded.
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Mt U9 PAR §9et. ATEA SUICH & 11 Uolee B YA fmar gem ¥ iR
gad dlfde & Suer €1 ugd @ SR L (uau)...

st Sywwmafy: or JMT, listen first. Ugal JHAT|

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Jiribam-Imphal (Tupul), new line; Bogibeel
Bridge linking Dibrugarh and North Bank line, Dimapur-Zubza at new line; Teteila-
Byrnihat, new line; BhairabhSairong, new line, Agartala-Sabroom, new line; Sivok-
Rangpo, new line; Byrnihat-Shillong, new line; Lumding-Silchar-Jiribarrr Badarpur-
Kumarghat gauge conversion; Rangiya-Murkongselek, gauge conversion 3R 3%
Al HEAR-ATRARFT = g | I Ed Holde €1 W, SUb d5, $hy
B WREB A ..(FEEF).. PO stategic levies identify B T § FFE ¥ take up
foy v €

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, we are happy.

Mt ToU o (SRIES):, W, ...(TaHM)...

it SuwHmaRr: o™it gRTl (@)

M v $AR d9a ol @1 H 99 AN B Sae Tl e
it Sy doU S, gHT ugd | L (gaem)..

A T AR S VA @l € 6 AFE Wew Q@ A gAdr el dAred |
...

5t Sy 1. 9o, UEel gRvl L (SaEE)...

M U $AR §O Yo We € b H Sl qd dEA ded A, A Ae
99 Y€ 919 PEd Bl goed e < @ E ofbd ¥ I gdqen o dedr g fd
I8 soorM el dgfae &1 Wy @ WeR G & da 4 o5 dawg T8
| W U W Oidl b vARE ®, dfe oY W d A § Usud mid @
UEHR Gl S| Afed PR fRR A |1 midl @l agad waer e M SR asf
M el B Ul fRALAERN R, wife uidl B S Srer RRRRT o SHd
AR e YT SBI SFIAN AT, I A8l AT R 9 R be WHR B
T, Yo @1 U AEeR SEd AF o9 dRd £l PR 98l $8 dH o} faa
2, 98l oo U wuEr © few, @ @ ' EE ) feur sdfaw # ey
X 3T 9@ B < Al H O SMUB! 96l B 9d oF Bl IR BT (IGE)...




The Budget (Railways) [15 March, 2013] 2013-14 365

i SywwmEfr Usd gRY, .(EEE)...

A U9 PR A oG IAD Aol URTHEILOI-WRME $S = oAleT g,
S oARER @ gl R @i | oargd, F qdEMR vere fierer | s |
3 TR BISHY H P WX UNEGSH b AW UE ol § - TSNP o® -
AT, STHIRERYS, PUTANI-HIE,  SFUTe- RIS Te-ARG-AIPIR, ..(aEH)... HTR-

PHRATA-E, INIG...

St e spETer: gl @ A gar ARl

1 A AT (@ARErg): AR |

A U9 PUR A W, A e q IFAe HOSM AW fomn, §¥ g
H ol § P AFH wew tE gdsd § f6 Imavel fegwm § TE §

st Sugwmufer WY Sft, afsul

M I PAR dOe W, A F oy, @i qu H oSS oited A R sfer-
srert Al @1 R fE, Ser SEe W dle ww o # few ¥ SR ¥ W SEw
¥ fdepd AT I W, sOEI YR Y AT b AR H A PEl & a8 FE [
gy fomr &1 vl

#t Suwwf: WY SN, U Y| SMUF ofiex Wgw ¥ MEal o, Ifov

M 79T AR A R AU UQ dlefl Al PV ald H I8 SN W, P
a6l e # g8l IR OFRAT ARAl oI, IT BlSHR WY 9 g@l WAl g
fferR & foU R SR ued, M Yol & foU SreerEN meuH @ M ogl IR,
d e & fog fUea ara 145 @RIe o1, 3@ AT 180 dRIE I@T AT ¥
TR 4§ W a9 & fou Usd A 145 FRIs A1, oMfbd S AW 175 IRIS I
TR (HaHH)...

st Suwvmufer 9fdy, dfewl M Futa ShoSfewl

ft T PIR dHA: W, WH F IN H Py A wewd 7 B g
(TEEM)... Il HY Aol 8, SR AW HY dled oW Al H SR} QR @i @
Sae gl W, Wk b IR H WA del of B g9 Wil 152,000 WM B EH
faf=r SR # ol B SR H g b W dE e g [P 3 Wd 98 aed
T & S
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[ 99 PAR =]

qelgy, H Afeemeil & fag 10 wE URed @ @1 VAW fhwm eml geN
el T 6 e 33 Wie i gl feare Helew, sa Wiy fear g wife
Ugd fdepar & FEl o IR BART I qAET 14 @I WH 8, IqH 76 BOIR
& TR ARAY SRSl M FR B Tl AEIGd, AfReell @ GREm B WA EAR
fog weayl 8 sue U oRUNG # wieeel @ IR dutEl ar Usd & gl
g ok T 8 PN Sb fau ok derl €1 SU9 oW B AR @ WNieR!
AR SR BR UG EART WM £ 6 8w e waglord el |

TRy, R gffdS @ A aRER Sodl ¥ SR 98 aiftw ff 71§
WA W UEHolcd oY S I8 &1 122 Tholed o gdb g, $9d d] 3R
S|

#Eed, YH W Al H 4 H Bb Us WL, H ggd WA 9@l @l Bied g
P AN fF EH TWbeled 3R fUCH B TR IfEH WM W @ e |
WRE BRI - U8l ®ITHH Th B P R GURT WehH gaRl aRE @I,
Whelcd T4 foved oM & dc 9 il SR S Wddl, ofbd Sad I db gFl
RICHR] RSP AT SeM-ee SFE WX 89 =id 999 & S &l Iau
P} T Bl W, UH 9gd MW Uvide, et i I8 gem on &R S faoe
SiRpic # W B 9 SRdrcs e PRISR F w1 TN T2 AT TP IEH |ald
2l e fav 9% @ed gU g9 woear ¥ fF s9d g WY ¥ 99RO dd
M BM el & AR dos Job # W GRET ¥ owel A sHEER dd, o S
Sfedee e PRIER @1 343 fhamer §, SOd RNfda dvgwe &1 S & ®©
SaF Iy digae @S & gHr ¥ 3R doe db F W Sue faw 975 fafeme
Sfek i g& £ ugen Wl SHBT Wigd 8 gal ¢

Mt IR T FUeH T d w2

M T AR d9e: sHH1 § AEar g 5 g duellem A, 2017 d@ B
S| . (FFEH)... CIcd HamR, SR U dedl, SHdl W OHY WiE 9Rd gy HEl
Tl (aaEr)...

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL (Kerala): Sir, what about the Dedicated Freight

Corridor between Ernakulam and Coimbatore?

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: We have first selected two corridors. Now,

we cannot possibly begin with all the identified Corridors. You have to first tie up
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for funds. ...(Interruptions)... 1 agree with you entirely that there is a lot to be

done. I don’t deny that fact. I am not promising you the Moon on this Earth.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: Sir, it had been announced in the Budget that it

has started ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Even if there is a Vision Document, I
would own up all that. But it would be our sincere endeavour to see what is
doable, what is practical. We can’t just spread our wings without knowing what
our resources are. Therefore, two projects had been identified, and it would be a
matter of national honour if we could stick on to those two projects and complete
them on time. Sir, I can say, with full confidence, that the Eastern Corridor and the
Western Corridor are the two projects that we would be completing, partly with
funds from the World Bank, partly with the Railway’s own funds, partly through
PPP and through the JICA, the Japanese International Cooperation Agency. We
would be completing these projects with their support, and it would be a matter of
national pride for us that we have built these two Dedicated Freight Corridors. On
these two Dedicated Freight Corridors the freight would move uninterrupted. There
would be no level crossings anywhere. The result would be that our present lines
would be spared for faster and more passenger traffic. That is how we would be
able to increase passenger traffic too. Only then would we be able to meet the
demands for more trains and greater connectivity. We are in the process of
building up coaches. We are becoming self-reliant as far as coaches, wagons and
even locos are concerned. But the important thing is that we have to free our
lines, and for that, it is essential that we have the Dedicated Freight Corridors.
The country has the honour of entering the select club of countries such as USA,
Russia and China, which carry one billion tonnes of goods every year. India is the

fourth country in that list.

SHRI SHASHI BHUSAN BEHERA (Odisha): I want an assurance from the hon.

Minister about the extension of the Eastern Corridor up to Behrampur.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let the Minister complete. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHASHI BHUSAN BEHERA: Sir, this relates to the Eastern
Corridor...(Interruptions)... Sir, we want an assurance trom the Minister on that.

...(Interruptions)... He has extended it from Ludhiana to Dankuni ...(Interruptions)...



368  The Budget (Railways) [RAJYA SABHA] 2013-14

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, allow him to complete. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: It is from Ludhiana to Dankuni. I am

talking about the entire project. After the contracts are awarded.

SHRI SHASHI BHUSAN BEHERA: Sir, we only want an assurance from the

Minister on that. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I can’t give an assurance, but I do look
forward to the completion of the project within four years after the contract is

awarded. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him complete the reply. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, this is a project in which more than 86
per cent of the land has been acquired, despite resistance at certain places.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHASHI BHUSAN BEHERA: Sir, we want an assurance from the

Minister on that ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I am saying that we look forward to
completing it within four years of the award of the contract. Now, there are three
different phases in which we are working. Every phase will be completed within
four years of the award of the contract. And, we are working. One contract has

been awarded, while the other will be awarded in the next few days.

W), YREM &1 Uh dgd 3f8H i ol @l ami & fog wRem SR R,
Awet de fHaIRE, TN &1 od Wad Tl B g9d [y HeW @I YaAlhe
gere Bl W I8 FET ¥ P MR 'Y i R H oW 9 H e @ g,
I9% flT we have to provide commensurate services to the people. AUl W Sl
Tled Y ¥, 98 fUod 9 W sH 9l dels ©1 9 2102-13 H $9d faU
36,541 RIS BUY P UEEH AT S §H A 2013-14 & foIU 36,541 A F@IAR

4112 IRI$ U IR AT §l s9Uh foU sART N IE BN fh Saer 9§ wmer

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, let him complete. ...(Interruptions)... You

cannot interrupt like this. He is not yielding.
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M g gor. W, Rarsse tRede & gaEd feaar 22

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him finish. ...(Interruptions)... 37 @& oA
SINTT1 Continue please.

A 79T IR der W, H TGS $ W™ I8 Fel dAedl § b PO A1 B
S oWed Wised ¥, 9% fou ol AWl H Ig Vo fham oem f5 SHal emoem
TAIAROT S U Al a6 GRET USdl 7, SEdl & e} dF dd $) e
gl o ¥ ¥ pET b W VA aRAl Gl g ofb S Yo e € S
forg off 7€t B & SFe &R oa¥ SRwE & & # o AdieRw & fog
TE ST USI, SEdl AdEER W A9 A & fow gl

TR, e wEIR @, 9eER a% e gem ¥ @ 39 999 <9 H 9gd
FE A TH BRI A AR gAY W 51 8 A ST W P Ul B a
SR Tl uldiyfed g W AU PHMREA b WY WWR FRA BT AIBI e |
¥ TE A A b 9gd RN b golbl H, SR SHBER H, feHEd wew
#4, @8l AR d RUEl R £, M W 9 @ ww g S Adwl e g,
ST W IIRTA. F SR H, S TR & faeHd Yed sifftd g ®, a8t
I H Hw figmd B ¥ IR el IR WGR FRAT BT ¥, B R, W
SIPT 98l AFT Tedl Bl sUh T ot §Y IRl B 39 99 @ fRerd & ®
fF 89 Seg 81 59 W Bl o of 16 9 U IR Y& 4 U9 o & Ay a8l
SIY, Wifhd S ae A9 Wid 96 Sfd Sl Ryl 8, TdeRor 8, d9 9
TN TR W o998 & form § oR Rl Red & g S R=gera gm@n <@
3R TP g8l O B WR A Bl IE 8 SAb oW Bl

W, # Ul 99 B BH PRd Y PeAl dEdl § b o H JUA qoie
wWg g8l U @I, SHb AT gy AN e fied 2l pu ANl Bl Yol HA
e T H ATl L (caEE)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Oscarji, I think, let him finish. ...(Inferruptions)...
Let him complete the reply.

#ft e PR 9 Tga Ao P, BEd VM Fogel R, o7 Wi @ R
d gl el B @EAl g dfdbd S-Sl a6 $ER 9SSl SR ST dlegd X@dl ®
3R S SR FEl o, R S B WU H bed Al Uh A1 98 ofisd b fog
QULATRND, GORT ATATS-SaR a1 #Aellid R gl & U #7 W% @8l g 3R
AT, SOR ¢ WAl WEIGR ARl e 1 Al 3 M Al & fag W e a8
g & We MaFed 100 WA THA T fdg B T &R W € 50 Wie @
T, ad fav § ST Rere ww|
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B Uad $HR &R
I, IRIGH-OTETE-SIA-SBRIEIE, S9dT SafellT &l 99 & forg @ §9 g8
Vo e § ok g fd & 9 zher ff B9 HRd | L (&aEE)...

3t IR HIATA 99 (FERTG): WX, A A0S iR gol &1 Sl U
fbar 8 399 50 UWE S G T8 9 @ E, SEfd 50 WIS MM W TEHE
SUNCES B & BIC R < L L S

sit Swmfe: Sl §, 99 SRV L (A9EM)...

#t TRAAT HIATA O W S H W 50 W Hgd TaHC T VoAl
P QN OBRM

St Syl oMy HE S @l dlem SIRY|

ft AT FIR A W, T8 A% b Oolae BT IARIR AR G RIE-
R IR ¥R, 36 U ft §9 wEr € f5 fg afd ¥ ' e dm @ m
IET| . (ATEI)...

W, $Oh WA B Merrut-Muzaffarnagar doubling, gauge conversion of
Madhepura-Purnea, Dholpur-Sirmutta and extension to Gangapur, new line project of
Gulbarga-Bedar-Munirabad-Mahabubnagar and Gaya-Chatra $9% foflg %1 ask them
to expedite the project.

W, guel e # e wR femr B W & gW & foau v ¢ f S9
WH W U9 I8 99 I N, gI ARM B W oo fF IMHAM-eETe; & d9
# Ol wad IR E SRl geM & AU Uh 9 drgd @ w@igld d dr H
A GEdl g fd 3 W 52 PRI B AN W P Lo fhAT S|

W, HY 98 oAl @1 UBA VM A o 3R T YA WIA-HIAd H S
Frpedy Bt o RUE & Rig om o f& IFal At & fau 9@l Fuen
fERe & a1 ¥ oS gIe 39 Wed @l garm o f& 106 fHwmRE # ¥ U@
AeIRer 78 & f6 98 o 9 Fae o0 SR M 9l #1 I=l O gem o1 b
e Tl W AE g & R d@ S fou W ou® wE o R YA ted W od9
TE der ¥, W4 ' M WET g <7 ¥l olfet R W ww At @ SieRd
g, STP TH SRRd Pl IR AFE 9e I8 S ®, S9dl A eRd ©l $S9
A @ A gY A1 A% 19 WieAl B G b aR A HET A, A b
TRICIE B Pel SR U Bl Wiadkl 9@ $ fow wer orl ggd M wieai @
WaRl & a8 H W P Vad R o1l 39 geR R @ wieddl dieen ™
dibell B SN iR dig 'R OH M fa g1 e
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TRIGY, 98 Wad, e v dRaR St Sifdarer 3w @@= oS Sed @ difvrn
FRA B, offbd W TR &R W 96 I 8, g9 ol © b T™e I qd bl
4 ugd d' | SeM bl o B oMawR H S ¢ €, I W TP oA B
T4 g AR veu B AIfeTl s 9 @l 89 AM e &l S SMdeR-
gaS] U ©, S9Pl B9 GIMT WA TR Feill Sl oraR g e S
T U gaqa H dEl o, FOMe IR H @ Wl S=eM QR dEl, f&b A9 wey
yeel @ ardi b1 fep e fearl qgd W W oad € S § osmuel R dedr g
Wfh THal & IR H, el wRE oMW gA @ed § § I8l e awd gl

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM (Andhra Pradesh): I have made an important

request. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I have made the announcements.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, there is no announcement regarding south

India ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Seelam, ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I will read the entire list. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He is reading. ...(Interruptions)... 3md g |
Please, listen to him. ...(Interruptions)... @<, M9 JFT|

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, I have read ...(Interruptions)... That I
have already announced. Everything need not be announcement again.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is there. You know it.

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, I want to make one point clear. There
were many announcements by me in the other House which are now in the public

domain. I am not required to announce them again.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, it is in public domain.

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I have referred to only some

announcements ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, when it is already in the public domain,

what is the need? ...(Interruptions)...

sft I viwy e ([9ER): Y9 #3F St feR & aR 7 +ft g5 Syl
(FFH)... MU B8R & 4 Pv INY| .. (FEEH)...

M UE $AR d9eT W, H TP I AW SR PN Aedl gl ..(FEEH)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You know what those trains are. You know it. It

is in the newspapers. ...(Interruptions)...

At I FUIT AT BR & IREM B R BW? T8 S LN T dAfbT I
g el PR I Bl ..(FEEF)...

M U PR FA: TH oA T A . (FIEM)...

N AR T TEAT (FF Te¥): HA ARG, AU Fad b IN H PO 9l W
Il . (HTEIH)...

#t Syl oMU gAYl TEA SN, gEYl .(@EE). .

A 1T FIR dH F feera & Bl .(@@EM).. UH WG 7S A W 8 S
IR X H oM deil| GWRI, S ¢aeN difeex-iex Agbaany thaedl, fafesm #
T 7, S fusel IRk deM g 2 and, considering the complexity of Traction

Alternators, specifications for its indigenisation development are being firmed up.

Tender for appointment of consultant for bid process management is under
finalisation. 1 have directed the officials to expedite the matter. a8 341 fdegpa
Ofer 8t X W § ofd 98 $M MM q | . (FAUF).. SUd AR Uh -
Hodd MEMU ¢ @M & R # &gl T o, J91 ual o fb 98 9 ugd @
FET TIAT T, I IMS P &I MEMU o7 Sieal & g8 aorl P& 8 SIe

St oreft quor R I F AR H USRI FEAT T2 . (FGEM)...

N U PR A W, Th o sl ARA URDM $ AW F G BRI
Th W® A AU SR gl R FOAERRER P (AUl . (@@EH).. SRS
A g Q1 fEe wEd S @ H o g @g, T8 a1 § @ we w) gadl
g 1 §gd W 9 ®El g1 ..(FEEH)...

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, what about South India? ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, allow the Minister to complete his reply.
...(Interruptions)... 3M4 @ IfST

@ ggd @i oft sufoy 98 o, Reier ugdl VW R, @' g1 SHe ofeEr Ua
IR T ¢, g W BW, W EW, I g WM FH FBR S TSl o7
g M M IR S¥e o@m@r U T o 3R T oMyl Also, 12455/12456 Delhi

Sarai Rohilla to Sri Ganganagar Express (Tri-weekly) will be run as a daily train and

11125/11126 Indore-Gwalior Express will be extended from Gwalior to Jhansi after

completion of necessary infrastructural works at Jhansi.
it IFT PUTeT ITed: HREM BRI g7 ..(IIETH)....

ft T IR @ W, H ST AN F AR H Usd FE gH gl TP oA oR
ggd ored ofl, Rryer § R @) @edl €1 Uh o AMER W SRR dd deln
@ ggd @ Al . (HeEH)...

W FUE A W, H AFHR W S W e @Rar wwar g 6o
BRI # Y BREM g, SU AW 9 PRAY| ...(FEEH)...

Mt UaT AR A IE SFOPR &b U g ¢l AR ofl, AR ¥ SR &
fog, @& @ A off ¥ SR IS oF el H &1 Wd B IR Rk e drEar
gl ..(caaEr)...

#t I deR we A WS ST, § YW gue S A 9 wewd g1 e
BWR] B I BGREAN Sleal A YH PRARY| . (ITEM)...

M TaT AR A ARIR-IYR R SHE-Ydl, ARAG-agTe; | AT & ad
B Sedl BRI b fw A bET Bl AR weRi 1 R SR AN @ S fear
T N FC b WNU H PEl A AR V@ 9§ § SR ¥ 9A@ H Pel, a 98d
A Sl W S € Ser e 3 O9E fRw ¥ 3w oremar 9ga O AR €
e IR H, # goord H ®el o1 fF STHl agd SRRd 8, dfed ARSI
dqET €, S & 29 ¥ 'Y BM R §l BERI 9l GRS UH AR 50
that thin-spread will lead us nowhere. 3AfTy Jg8 SRd & 3R @8l T ¥ f&
ARG W) B9 PB Weieed Bl aR, 1 SFeT W SR VW ' a9 fear g
9 Uored Bl B TGl R o BYIl, STl BH Sleal 9 Sleal GATE BT |
W, 3 TR b A, F TN 99 @I PaAT g
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# I AT W, U |ard &9 W AEEE HA S A ywel ded g |

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Oscar Fernandes. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, the Railway Minister has forgotten that there is a

State called Tamil Nadu. ...(Interruptions)... It is very unfortunate.

St SuUUfY MU 98 WIS .(REHUM)... MY I6 WYl ..(@YF).. Mr. Oscar
Fernandes, please speak. ...(Interruptions)... Please listen. ...(Interruptions)... You
please sit down. I have called Mr. Oscar Fernandes.

SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES (Karnataka): Hon. Railway Minister, my appeal to
you is to give us a direct Express Train from Bangalore to Mangalore, without

diverting the train to anywhere. ...(Interruptions)...

Y Imfarem e () Sumymafa S, A1 AW wa o, ofew #
SR el dlell # Yo ey et g1 A el Wl sfodgdl Bl o §
SR T gae W <@ g 6 fdee uRRYEl § $2M Yad @1 gole s o
1 W uw few g g@d fAU gel 9gd-9gd gae g

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Seek the clarification.

N YMAAR TMEE U Blel A1 RIS Al B bM B, Sud forg ¥ 'Y X
¥ dAd e g BT oW WWI H YA b Pell Bl T dusl A, SAH W
d g fem, S99 fou s @ @1 e B, 57 8RR BORiA ok Bl WARE
foarl Sd d1e, § Ub WU bRl A@EA] gl oAl S Xl HA &4, SwH Th
e & fIT SR Yed H WA F forg wERE faml § oW o o fyem el
§ fab g & FEa GEar g 5 S Pl B ARl Uk g 9@ @RI 9ed
W9 7 98 We URGR ¥ SNl B, 3T SHP Py RI@d #q dRY, AfeT g
g # Sl gEel B ¥ 99 3@ e @ g'lel ¥ I9e foy S d@rfafheE ¥,
IS Jaldd Po A 6 g IREM wR AN L (mE @ 9. ST fasm

o gl AR STeT Bt ARl # oA #E STt 9 sw ddw e
g IR H HHsar g b " w3 S g9er S |

At < deR e W, H AR #A St W @e @wd g fe Ue g S
IM FUA St QSR ¥, AW IHHI e &M S| BRI H BREEN AR
TR €, S o S Yl W 9 99 98 qR1 W A1l W ONER @ e smiE
g & omu Sue gooemd HRUl § O oMUw o R el § f6 $v Amal A
tifafcd & $W TSR FHAR!I B Bl Sd Tl Al ARG WRGR BT Ul
TEH SN g B A I HIWUN HRY, FE H UA HUE HY ET gl

..(STFETH)...
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M Ie PAR F@ W, AN WS 59 G Bl S & P ST BHd
IFISHHC SW gad BT B O Sd HHRRA WM YH Bl SMYI 98 dasied
We WE W W B WA &l A quser g 6 HEN q@ Swer Squred fhar o
ARl Bl ..(TFEM)...

DR. V. MAITREYAN: Sir, the Railway Minister has forgotten that on the
Railway Map of India, there is a State called Tamil Nadu. Members from our State
had made so many representations yesterday. He has not take note of it. WX, &H
N U6 TR <@ AUl ().

St SERAIT FhATT S IR, AFET YA HA S 9 AERTE B AR P
TR # R fFarl ey ok #s W eR b U O deRM ™l § S9d
e 50 WY WA d1 I W TEaHHe o & fv AR Tl W= I8 W

VST HBievM Sl 8§ .(FEUF)... SHIF W ool WUl L (FEEF).. W, S
g dl Uolde @ BRe B .(hGEM)...

# SRER] Mo IR, ..(FGEH)...
st 9 AT IR, ..(FAEM)...

f Syl oMy @ 9yl . (a@EM)... I will call you. Why don't cooperate.
I will call you. Sit down. ...(Interruptions)... If you cooperate I will gie you time.
...(Interruptions)... If you cooperate, 1 can. ...(Interruptions)... What is this?

...(Interruptions)...
N FERATA APLAA O W, W G G qE gS 2 ..(FIEM)...
st Suwmufn €1 T, 8 T MY dfdyl AR Sioamu gfeyl

# TR AT, WEled, W ggd ©®icl W YONRY §, HEAG YA HAl S,
TETH W YRS L(FIUF).. AR AETS W QERIgd 9 &l SRl W O9gd AEl O
g ok ¥el oAl @l g agd b9 1 U 3W AR H P HIGOT pYI?

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, I am grateful to the hon. Minister.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Ask your demand.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Nadikudi-Bibinagar, Kovvur-Bhadrachalam and
Ramagundam-Kothagudem are vital lines not only for Andhra Pradesh but also for
the entire south India. A second line from Nadikudi to Srikalahasti will ease
...(Interruptions)... traffic to Kerala, to Tamil Nadu, to Karnataka. Secondly, a direct
train from Mangalore to Bangalore will help passengers of Andhra Pradesh to go

to Mangalore directly.
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[Shri Jesudasu Seelam]

SHRI MANI SHANKAR AIYAR (Nominated): Sir, there was already a medium
gauge line between Tharangambadi and Mayiladuturai. I am requesting you to re-
establish it as a broad gauge line so that we can have a complete secular circuit.
It will take in the big church of Vailankanni, it will take in the Muslim shrine of
Nagore Shariff and it will take in several Hindu temples which are existing around

Mayiladuturai.

1. fasraeredt At @7 yew): WX, AEHR W S 9 S SRS iR
REER & foy o7 gaE ¥ ¥ 39 fau ST gwEe @ g1 we T w
$feRT AMR, SffpRear SR #exar O Blegl Holded & IR I8 IRE wWie ©l
W A = S ¥ gg fEaed € 6 §ER T § 9 39 wesR @l ol
SheT oY, @ife a8 389 fdogel ©cd &l g 21 I8 AR} 9gd el

feeiRee w9 2, $afdy s89al ¢ 9 Srsl o S]] gl

ST UWT SR (RORAM): R, H9 3fU° WUl & IRME AR fhar en
IOPR (M), W HAl WERY 9 AT A ¥ fF S SR B Ydd SRUdTod
g, ..(FEEF).. I9HI Tl AR BEA B R PR B AR PR (FFEH)...
S OHWOT U4 Nel HAl, I mE o 7 W o fb Sl f w@R P e &R
SO, S9d! 9 WR @1 WRIE §9M & v SRiAE @ Yl (@ae). .

ot Suwwmfe: oMy ISy, ST You can write. ...(Interruptions)...

ST U BIHY: 39 WX IR &N &F Bl aeIhdl 7, il a8l Smal
TR amd €
SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA (Assam): Hon. Minister, on the medical

and humanity ground, can I have a request to the hon. Minister? Hundreds of

cancer patients travel daily from North-Eastern Region to Bombay for their

treatment. ...(Time-bell rings)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay, that’s enough. Now, Mr. Balagopal.

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, can the hon. Railway Minister
arrange ...(Time-bell rings)... a super fast train between Guwahati and Bombay for

the cancer patients?

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: Sir, I wish to make only three-four points. One is,
we asked for a daily Rajdhani. It is going to Mumbai and Goa through Konkan
route. So, it should be made daily. We asked for that, but nothing came from the
Minister. Then, we asked for a coach factory. Sir, Raebareli is in India, but Palghat
is also in India. It was announced at the same time, but it is not yet done. And,

the wagon factory which is ...(Time-bell rings)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay.

SHRI K.N. BALAGOPAL: One more point, Sir. The licences of all the vendors
in Kerala were cancelled. That issue is also very important, Sir. ...(Time-bell rings)...

Hundreds and thousands of people are there, Sir. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. ...(Interruptions)... Its over now.
...(Interruptions)... Other hon. Members, if you have anything to ask, you can write
to the Minister, and I hope the hon. Minister will reply to them. Also, for these
requests, the hon. Minister, if you wish, you can reply now. Otherwise, you can

write to them, as you please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: Sir, I will try to write to all the hon.
Members who have participated in the discussion and to the others also as to
what are the points they have raised and what is our response thereto. Thank

you.
St IR urrEE - gfodl & forg @1 difegd

At UgT PUR ET I AT Bl Al AT SEH B oRRd g1 Plerl & g
e dS P T Wi JY gy @M T & Pv P, S Usd SR dd Y
g, F U oM F fov W FEd @, AfPT ST ORM & g S wE ® A
IS9P fU 8l & & S9b oRM & Iy e sel SHE gl @nfey |

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTIONS (Contd.)

Apprvoal of recommendations contained in third report of
the Railway Convention Committee (2009)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, I shall put the Resolution moved by
Shri K.J. Surya Prakash Reddy on the 12th March, 2013 to vote. The question is:

That this House approves the recommendations contained in Paras 73, 74, 75,
76, 77, 79, 80, 81 and 82 of the Third Report of the Railway Convention
Committee (2009), appointed to review the rate of dividend payable by the
Railway Under-taking to General Revenues, etc., which was laid on the Table
of the Rajya Sabha on the 18th May, 2012.

The motion was adopted.
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GOVERNMENT BILLS
The Appropriation (Railways) Vote on Account Bill, 2013,
The Appropriation (Railways) Bill, 2013
and
The Appropriation (Railways) No. 2 Bill, 2013

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL): Mr.
Deputy Chairman, Sir, I move:

That the Bill to provide for the withdrawal of certain sums from and out of
the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of a part of the financial year
2013-14 for the purposes of Railways, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into
consideration.

Sir, I also move:

That the Bill to authorise payment and appropriation of certain further sums
from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the
financial year 2012-13 for the purposes of Railways, as passed by Lok Sabha,
be taken into consideration.

Sir, I also move:

That the Bill to provide for authorisation of appropriation of moneys out of
the Consolidated Fund of India to meet the amounts spent on certain
services for the purposes of Railways during the financial year ended on the
31st day of March, 2011 in excess of the amounts granted for those services
and for that year, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, I shall put the Appropriation (Railways) Vote
on Account Bill, 2013 to vote. The question is:

That the Bill to provide for the withdrawal of certain sums from and out of
the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of a part of the financial year
2013-14 for the purposes of Railways, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into
consideration.

The motion was adopted.
Clauses 2, 3 and the Schedule were added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I beg to move:
That the Bill be returned.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, I will put the Appropriation (Railways) Bill,
2013 to vote. The question is:

That the Bill to authorise payment and appropriation of certain further sums
from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the
financial year 2012-13 for the purposes of Railways, as passed by Lok Sabha,

be taken into consideration.
The motion was adopted.
Clauses 2, 3 and the Schedule were added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I beg to move:
That the Bill be returned.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, I will put the Appropriation (Railways) No.
2 Bill, 2013 to vote. The question is:

That the Bill to provide for authorisation of appropriation of moneys out of
the Consolidated Fund of India to meet the amounts spent on certain
services for the purposes of Railways during the financial year ended on the
31st day of March, 2011 in excess of the amounts granted for those services
and for that year, as passed by Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.

The motion was adopted.
Clauses 2, 3 and the Schedule were added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHRI PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL: I move:

That the Bill be returned.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ RESOLUTION

Taking necessary legal, administrative and financial decisions and creating

conducive atmosphere for working classes

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now we take up the Private Members’ Business.
Shri Mansukh L. Mandaviya to continue his speech. The Private Members’

Business will be for two-and-a-half hours from now onwards.
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N TR A, WS ([ORM): ARG SUAEIT S, FhreT SaSaR S Sl
AHT B ST &, I G R F fau H wed d wer gan gl

Suavrege ($ft fedt Rran dierii= gy

A SURHEE Sff, BN ORI b YU AiRdeR ARG <dls 4 TP
gt fordl ol S QUi #§ S @'l o1, ¢ o gAR fegwm § ¥E Refd
TN g ¥ 5 'R e F ¥ oW ge Sam & foy, o gRaR & fog
Jd B TH e A W ITb fU dfed B S § SR gl drRafdddr I8 §
5 okl & ¥'l I URAR @ FE W W F G MY O &l W BET B
qqqd I8 © [ AOMEl F 9 gAR <¥ H o Rafd e 8, AR Q@ @
R 7 S A form 8 SEH ¥' Refd & & 6 We @ W & 9 ®
g, AoIgR ANl AOIGR B R MW IR WHg @M B WHE 8K N W@ &l
IAPHT PROT R 87 YIg 9@ 9 8 @ A fF S oA T @ gsaa gs,
I o © f aRY & ugdl S Aisew BT 7, dEl oW Refg @ endt =il
1 B T IT BeAG R ge A7 W A HENE 98 @ Tl W H WEMS g
& W W B gTeH T8 g@ W& g W, WY g 99 el 8 SR SR,
AR € 99 @ gl Y o § fb I8 §gd TR 9@ gl sAN IS IR A
B iRar ¥ WEA USWI BT SN QW P AWM o WM dEd ¥, 'R W @
[T BRAT BABT &1 BAR W H 40 IR W QI HOlGX WMl &1 S ®H
SId foedl Rl B Wdd, Al BARI W SN P d@ Ahdl ©7 U Pl H
AR AU 4 el o IR AU AU I B AIE IO ded B, d <« A
R BN @Ry, < # UR BM ARy, W6 @r @ IoFR freer @Ryl s6d
R W A g R g@dl dell| Her@m W ST 1935 # e Qe fordl
off, a1 9 o W U B WRT | SEA SwM AR faw o1 5 e
F BT ARYI SEH QRN WM OWRS @ AR f onl S s R < # owM
RIS g9, Hifh BAR W &I SgIe] el WAl H 99l 8, 99 c-fags N
TE H ogEd g, d Wal P fAER Ry S oW g @1 faer T8l eR Ao |
safy gAR fdey @1 I we 8, 98 g w1 SR W WEl W g e e’
@ qd G, A E BEIRT AP I 9 wdar 1 ofd guEEe S ¥ Rgwn
IS N, a9 9§ 3@ ddb AN I&f TGl B GO ghal T gl A W B
qd @ 9§ B T WS @ AN ff 9T o § R & 99 W a9
S OE, Wb W b AR H P AR T8 O g1 SFR TWRAT W |l S,
ar =it Refa & Bt sAR Iefar werem WY S e femm em fe QW
B P AW IRAT T, U BT b Gg A g g A ¥ R IE s

*The hon. Member Spoke in Gujarati.
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il @ gedl @RYI STh W W R Al [Fb A9 W R AE o, IHh SR
W g g ®T AE g mEd? onfl ' RN @ @'l of W aned
2 o B fig & 9 SEd € f 999 98d @ gl PR B 9Wd ¢ Oy
el geerl, A1 BH TADI URVIM PIAA US| WRT fdxd wEwHr W W OIROm o
gl 98 S99 QU gV TR & Rl @1 TRe ) @ T R B SEY 9N
e Bl g9 e § fF oFfR sl dRE W BART Q¥ Ml ST @ WE b MR
W g T OB, @ eme o Refy em g 7 &Rt Rufy W eng =

W, AR < H AOGR B Wl B@d g, TS [AQ M SN A 98d S
fog fem onl 9® d =R Ul & Smfe Aar st 99 Sud Summ St q
EHP] THIAAT IR AMGdEE & &3 garar| Iwi del ol fF ' OB B PIM
IR & Wd @ uFl e @Ryl g fhaw dfewn AR § & & wa &1 um
fiell S & wWd @ uel fAorm oW ISR 9o, fREE 9gE B, e # O ari
Bl ASFR AR 3R S Mg H AR B IASFIR Aol T, W SH@l IR g,
AT s AR H 'Y @l fAR TE Rl oo W B IWSW 8 faEeR 9]
Tl W Wd P OU oA F fog fRgwm @ Afdl @1 Sis @t e
gl a9 fau R uw fRaem 9§ foad g8 Jfa €1 s af § 9 7 -
3 IR g6 AW o9 dIRY BNl 3R S§ a6 Ml © oAl 89 U e
gl @RI, 99 9% fgdd g 9@ W ' UM & Wd fidar g1 'R o<W # osa
UEAM B [ER BH TEl PR Wehd? MU ASIGRI Bl PV IR Bl AW IR &,
BAR ¥ H AOIGRI @ Tl eIVl B UG, O SFPl ROMR RN | 3R Sl
ISR 781 e a1 7oigRl &1 dedo &R 81 Al &7 feged & il AR
B ISR fAel, AT YE A1 A1 bR E, ofbd 8 ISR N AN bR W
fieT @12y, S9¢ foy 9@l I ddial &9 Qa1 ST @12y, R 98 ddbeial
TEl gedl 87

fegee # Repa STowic & fg <1 & q9ic # 1000 FRIe W H TN
g M gl H OYoRM W S dRar gl bad gAR U PoRM e d Bl Reba
STdTie & foly 800 aRIE TW H @YUM fENM WM Rl W@l UH WS 800 dRIS
TR P WEEE FRAT T, del AR FgEE F U aoe # Fad 1000 IR U
BT gEagE fRar S g1 s Re P9 Red Sadudc BT IR B9 I @l
faqera grm?
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[ FTgE e wisfaan

TAR ¥ A I-fUEE A wEl d§ oswd € iR 9 g Wl § & ued 2
9 ueford @M @1 IR T frerar § @ oFue WM @ a1 a & @ @t
Q| BN Sl WAl H 13.5% JAT @AM B, S Usford & olf SF@1 ISR TR
fra ' gl SR Refa W@l § 7 R & Refy sl A 9 71 RAafifs s
smardl @ <@ ¥l o wfa | omerdt Fedt o <@ 7, S ofd § dedt g8
AEE & WU & Iy ISMR SUY IR W SawId Bl gl 98 IR
IT F9 SUAR BREM? WA & AR AWt B e MR e @Ryl

HETHT Ml AWM ASHT P qed SR [T PIE Bl G B Bl PS
IR e & an # 9@ et 21 & e a8 T f& ovR emu fft ameft
H db THSe H WSl Sl < RO SUHT WIHE qe? $9S [y EHR
dra W Bl =Ry fb BgwaE @1 BY ANIRG, fRTgRa @ &Y gal w@iEe
T ISHIR I A |

sois & ue opiemEll fiewm d gl JIomR @1 fagra e arl g @l
g I @ R B e T, a1 a8 T8 T fF oast & amRel &1 g
ISR e =@nfey, oresT IormR e @nfeyl S=iH ol fagia G on s«
IMRPBT & TEUT woldee 7 WHR fHar iR emer ff 9 F S fRR @1 e
WER I & &l BH UREW @I 9 FRA 8, LW Bl 9 I 8, FIDI DI
d BRA T, olfbT IARDI S WU o BT 2, T BH IFD Widl B L 87
R BT Sh S U B URIC IR @ 87 B9 S b W U Bl dl URIE T8l
X W T, AT IWIW F B RBgEE # IR @ R | T, TR
g @ 919 dRd ed ©l

S U 9 T OE, SEST MU R HE? G 100 U I§ o § B owHE
R g @Ml $ dE S A ggar S R8T 8, 98 I 3 e AR W ARe
godl XeT, W WY & TE o

AT gl ¥ed B Tdh SfE™ & RG o SM H Al e g1 8 aK
HAT B fF ted Wl A 9 Rm A sieife wifv g off ok W wifd ¥
BN W SErUfd 987 W€ 9 W 9, gWl 9 W 9, g99d & A1 9 A
SRl @ gole W gaH &9 I8 A7 S Fgl Sl ddR HM AR e A, Sl HOGR
HM PR E U, ST |9 HAOGR Bl VAl W B AST O gewIS ol & Yol e
g o SErmia gEl iR 9gE gY € I8 W9l d 'R WM W € amg gl



Private Members’ [15 March, 2013] Resolution 383

Sfd PRY b W AWGY Wl ghg Bl T, 99 AR WU H ey €O wif
g TS R gel Wi Refa em wE, R @'l W S @& 8 U SR gt
AN PR B AT AN SuwwRde S, § O oud HerH W OAFEE A S 9
IR IWPR F TE bl dedl § & sAR < # 45 PIs W AN R S Ao
g STal o 8% e =Ryl W iR ot & d S w9 gem g
SEH! FH FRAT AT AR W GNPl FHAH TR o B BN HA @R,
T BRI I WHE I AR I BRI I gedl wal H s @l wera
Tl Afe BW YA qE BR UGN, d gH 9l URUIM YU US| g ad @l
& § IEd gY BH M gedl difey| gwde |

SHRI RAMA CHANDRA KHUNTIA (Odisha): Sir, the Private Members’
Resolution moved by Shri Prakash Javadekar is a very important Resolution and the
Government should consider it very seriously. If in our country, we take the total
working class population, it is around 50 crores and from among the 50 crores, we
can divide the workers into four categories. The first category is ‘workers of
Central Government employees, State Government employees, Central public sector
employees, private sector employees, employees of companies and corporations’.
The second category is ‘workers working in private companies’. The third category
is ‘workers who are now created in view of globalisation in different forms like
self-employed workers’. But the fourth category of ‘workers are workers who are
neither self-employed nor are they employed by anybody’. The employees are not
seen. The workers are not seen. They are not counted as workers nor do they
have an employer. What about 44 labour rules we have? Is it implemented or not?
It is only for three per cent of workers who are organised, belonging to first
category of employees, and is called as organised labour in our country. For the
second and fourth categories of workers, the Second National Labour Commission
and the Committee led by Shri Arjun Sen Gupta, have recommended two
legislations. One is social security legislation for unorganised workers and the
second is social security legislation for agricultural workers. Also, IOL Convention
has recommended mandatory provisions and legislations for agricultural workers.
We have a legislation for un-organised workers with limited resource for their social
security, but we have not yet accepted the social security for the agricultural
workers who constitute a very huge number of workers all over the country and
the estimation by Second Labour Commission and Arjun Sen Gupta Committee is

that the total expenditure may go up to Rs. 29,000 crores. Here the question is, for
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the unorganised agricultural workers, as I have said earlier, neither there is
continuous process of employers’ presence that will give contribution of the
employer, nor is the employee working in a particular place deducts the
contribution to enroll in any social security scheme. The question arises as to who
pays for it. The only answer is, the Central Government can give 50 per cent and
the State Government also should give 50 per cent. So, this Rs. 27,000 crores could
be covered and there can be a legislation for the agricultural workers also. It has
not yet been accepted by the Government of India. Earlier in 1993, when our
INTUC Convention was held, at that time, Mr. Narasimha Rao was there. He
announced the Comprehensive Labour Legislation for agricultural workers and
building construction workers. Ultimately, there was a Building Construction
Workers Act by way of an ordinance in 1995 and after that, it came into existence

and passed in the Parliament in 1996.

But, the agricultural workers’ legislation has not yet seen the light till today.
My advice to the Government would be that even if Rs. 29,000 crores has to be
spent, it should be spent; and, if you have consultations with the State
Governments, some portion can be shared by them. So, this legislation should be
taken into serious consideration. There should be social security legislation for the

agricultural workers for the whole of the country.

Sir, if you go into the details, in our country, in the area of Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka and West Bengal, you will find
millions of forest workers who are engaged in collecting Tendu leaves, Sal seeds,
Mahua and some other minor forest products. They make a living on that. You
will be surprised to find the number of people working in forests is very huge, in
millions and crores in this country. These people do not have any protection. I
would like to stress that they do not get a minimum wage; they don’t have the

social security.

While they collect these leaves from the forests and other minor forest
products, they may even be killed by tiger or any wild animal, at any point of
time. But, till today, they have not been covered under any sort of social security
scheme. I know these workers who collect Tendu leaves and Sal seeds; the work is

just for forty days in a year; it is a seasonal work. These workers collect these
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products and other minor forest products; in the whole year, they may be getting
Rs.2,000 or 3,000. From that scanty income, they have to manage for the whole

year. These workers are mostly women, belonging to the tribal community.

Sir, I would like to take you to a situation which prevailed some two hundred

years back. Just to give an example, I quote:

“The forest is the largest natural employer which creates huge employment for
the tribes who are in the forests/nearby areas for their livelihood. The women
collecting firewood and forest produce, in the year 1887-88, collected in Pilibhit
in Uttar Pradesh and a question was put to a number of women and boys
who were collecting fuel in the Government forest. In reply, they told, ‘We are
mostly widows, tribals, belonging to Charmings, Ludhis and other low caste.
We live in several villages nearby the forest, depend chiefly on what we can
earn by collecting fuel, firewood-collection. We take our permits at the forest
outpost for which we pay one-and-a-quarter anna. They allow the permit-
holder to collect fuel. A large bundle of fuel may be collected in a day. The
next day, we carry our bundles into Pilibhit town, eight miles away, nearly
thirteen kilometres, and sell them there for three or four annas or so. We earn
about two-and-a-half annas in two days. We can just live on this earning.
When we don’t collect the fuel, we work for the cultivators in our village and
we do the sugarcane work and also some other work. The ordinary village
wage is one anna a day for women and three paisa for boys. We will have
only one meal a day in the evening. We eat whatever grain happens to be
cheapest. We don’t always get enough to eat and some times we do not
have even a full meal in twenty-four hours. Prices are so high for us and

hardly can we afford.””

I just want to draw the attention of the House to this fact after more than
200 years. Now, we are in 2013. I quoted the quotation of the year 1887-88 the
report of pilibhit district collector. So much time has passed. Properties worth lakhs
have become worth thousands of millions. But, the situation for these workers has
not changed! Even today in Bihar, Jharkhand in Odisha and in Chhattisgarh, the
Adivasi workers are collecting minor forest products like firewood. In the whole
year, they may be getting Rs. 1,500, Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 3,000, and there is no person

to purchase what they are collecting. These people do not get the minimum wages,
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they have no social security, they have no job security, they have no medical
care, they have no protection from malnutrition, and so on. So, I want to know
from the hon. Minister whether the Government would consider in 2013 a social
security scheme and welfare board for such type, of workers who are working in

agriculture, forests areas and who are tribals and very poor people.

Sir, I want to draw the kind attention of the House towards this issue. Sir, in
the morning, I was speaking about pension. I want to tell this House and the
public also one thing. You will be surprised that under our Pension Scheme where
nothing is to be spent, the Government is giving a pension of Rs.300. The workers
are paying 12 per cent from their wages and salaries towards this. Sir, 2,160 people
get a pension of Rs.50 per month; 2,520 people get a pension of Rs.51 to Rs.100
per month; then, 14,880 people get a pension of Rs.200 per month; 1,58,000 people
get a pension of Rs.300 per month, and so on. So, there are around 36 lakh
pension holders who are getting it from the EPF. A majority of them are getting
less pension than the free pension given to the general public in the country. Is it
not injustice? As was told by the Labour Department, there was a Committee in
this regard. The recommendation of the Committee to the Government was to make
it a minimum of Rs.1,000. We are asking for a pension of Rs.3,000, but the
Committee has recommended a minimum of Rs.1,000. I think the Government should
consider it. There should not be any compromise. Maybe, instead of 1.39 per cent,
the Government can give 1.71 per cent. In this way, they have to pay around
Rs.14,000 crores. But, even if it is so, they have to give it because a minimum

pension of Rs.1,000 should be given to all the workers.

Now, there is a question of social security. I want to draw the attention of
the hon. Minister towards it. The Government might have some difficulty in taking
some action at this point of time. There may be difficulty in regularization of
workers and in giving them regular jobs. But, we are having a democratic form of
Government. Will it not be justified to give them minimum wages, national floor
level wages, also equal wages to contract labour at par with the regular workers,
social security and medical care? I am not talking about higher wages or collective
bargaining. What I am talking about is everybody should have a regular job. The

national floor level minimum wages, social security like Provident Fund, ESI,
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gratuity and medical care are the minimum rights of every worker working in the
whole country. Sir, the social security, Provident and ESI, etc., which we have now
should be extended to these workers. We have to reduce the number of workers,
as far as the Act is concerned. At present, it is 20, but we have to make it five.
As far as the salary is concerned, we have to make it a minimum of Rs.20,000.
Under the Provident Fund, it is very less. Any simple worker is getting not less
than Rs.10,000. That means, any general worker cannot be covered under it. So, my
request is, the Government should seriously consider to have the national floor
level minimum wages, equal wages to the contract labour, Provident Fund, ESI and

medical care for all. That will be the rightful thing for each and every worker.

Sir, I want to draw the attention of the House towards the injustice being
done in this country. We have one category of workers who are working five days
a week. On two days of a week, they do not work. We also have another category
of workers who are working six days a week. We have workers in a company,
sitting in office, who work seven hours a day. But the workers who are working in
the factories under the sky, in the rain and under the sun, they have to work for
eight hours. Where is the justice? Of course, in this era now, in view of the
globalization and privatization, even in the IT industries, the engineers are being
compelled to work for more than 12 hours. But I am going to say that even if
you go to the judiciary where millions of cases are pending, there is four months
holiday. Why? What for? I demand from the Government that if we are a
democratic country, if you have to give justice, you have to fix eight hours for
everybody, right from an unskilled worker who is working under the sun and up to
the rank of the Cabinet Secretary. Everybody must have the same working hours
and the same holidays. Why should a Central Government worker work for five
days and a State Government worker work for six days? Why should he? A person
who is sitting inside the office in air-condition is working for the same hours, and
the person who is working in the forest area, in the NHPC or in Arunachal
Pradesh also works for eight hours. Many senior Ministers are already here. I want
to draw the attention of the Minister of Labour Department that they should
consider equal working hours for everybody in this country and equal working
days for everybody. That would be the real justice for everyone. If we do not give
equal time and equal working days, then they .will get less wage, they will get
more working hours, they will get more working days, then, ultimately, they will get

less benefit.
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Coming to the DA, we have three patterns of DA, one is for Central
Government, State Government employees, S9dI Sl W Y, Tdh HfARA §@  SITQ,
wa&t el 1 do not oppose it. They should get it. But why should the
Industrial DA take time to increase? Why should the workers who are getting
minimum wages get Rs.2 a year? There should also be equal DA pattern for
everybody, be it a Central Government employee, be it a State Government
employee, or, be it an industrial worker. Do you think that rice or anything else
which is available in the market has a different system of rate? If inflation is there,
it is for everybody. So, what I say is that if we have to give justice in this
country, we have to have a uniform policy, national floor level minimum wages, and
equal wages for contract labour and regular employees, equal working hours, equal
working days, and equal set of DA for every worker working in the country. I am
not speaking about collective bargaining or right to increased wages because that
is a different option. A company which is increasing profit can give, but may not
give. “But so far as bonus is concerned, in foreign countries you will find that
every company is giving salary of thirteen months for working twelve months.
Why should we deny bonus? Bonus is a part of the wages. The Father of the
Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, fought for the bonus at a time when the trade union
was taking its shape in our country in Ahmedabad. He started his speech from a
baboo/ tree and also started fasting. Ultimately, the owners of the Ahmedabad
Textile Mill surrendered, accepted and gave bonus. So, the Bonus Act should be
amended in such a way that everybody right from the Chairman and MD up to the
worker gets a part of the bonus. Now what is happening is that without amending
the Bonus Act, they are making a scheme. What scheme? In view of a Supreme
Court judgement, they are making a scheme. They are getting five per cent and
two per cent at the executive level. They have also a scheme for workers. But in
the public sector without amending the Act, they are getting the benefit of the
bonus whereas the private sector people are not getting it. So, why should we
oppose the amending of the Bonus Act? Why should the employers oppose
amendments to-the’Bonus Act in a country where from 1947 to 1991 we had a

watertight compartment?

That’s why 47 crore or 50 crore monopoly houses have, today, become one

lakh crore in 2012. That is the reason for having water-tight compartments, because
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the products from outside cannot come inside and the insider products cannot go
outside. The watertight compartment policy of the Government helps the
managements to increase their capital. You are not opposed to it, you are happy.
But why not should there be that whatever income they are generating is to
shared with the workers? They should come forward and share the profit with the
workers to some extent. And, that will be a good gesture, a new culture, to build
new industrial relations in this country. And, if we accept Mahatma Gandhi’s view
of public-private partnership, and if you say that the community, the Government,
the society, is above the capital, above the labour and nobody should work to
harm that and support the workers, the workers will also work for the development
of the country, for the development of the society, for the development of the
industry. The Government and the employers also should, simultaneously, adopt a
uniform policy so that it does not harm anybody. With these words, I support this
Resolution and request the Government to take some uniform decision so that the
discontentment, which is prevailing among the workers, is vanished and everybody

works for the development of the country.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Now, Shri M.P. Achuthan. Not
present. Dr. Gyan Prakash Pilania.

DR. GYAN PRAKASH PILANIA (Rajasthan): Thanks, your honour. I have all
bouquets for Shri Prakash Javadekar for taking it up on behalf of under-dog labour.
I praise that he has drawn the attention of this august House to the pitiable plight
of the labour force. I associate with the statement of Shri Ram Chandra Khuntia
regarding giving many suggestions for improvement of the condition of the labour.
And, it was a delight to listen him analyzing the very ills that are affecting the

labour force.

Sir, labour is producer of wealth. We can call him lakshmi ka janak. In Indian
mythology, labour is represented in the concept of divinity by celebrating a
particular day in the name of Lord Vishwakarma. It is high time that it is realized
in the society that along with the slogan of Satyamev Jayate, there is a need of
another slogan Shramev Jayate. Let there be glory for that who works. Let there
be glory for the person whose sweat is there in raising the edifice of the
Rashtrapati Bhawan. Let there be glory for the labour because of whom cereals are

produced, because of whom wheat is produced, because of whom rice is produced,
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because of whom machines work. Labour is that man who is behind the machine.
And, his plight is on these counts. Number one, low wages; number two,
increasing workload; number three, rising prices; number four, insecurity of tenure;
number five, low living standard; and number six, decreasing real wages. Every
labour, every hand, has right to get work. Every labour has a right to live
gracefully and properly. For that, we must ensure, your honour, remunerative wages
for him which we call @M¥®RI ddd At present, minimum wage is unrealistic.
Minimum wage is not uniform. Minimum wage throughout the country is not the
same. And, that the minimum wage is also not paid too. It is an enigma that
people are BPL inspite of being in work. As far as statistics are concerned, Mr.
Vice-Chairman, Sir, they are worrying and they are alarming. According to the
2009-10 survey of the National Sample Survey Organisation, the size of India’s
workforce is between 430 and 471 millions. Nearly 30 million of India’s labour force
is unemployed. Unemployed labour is dissatisfied labour. Unemployed labour is a
kind of curse for the society. Unemployed labour is a tax on the society and
something must be done for that. 30 million of India’s labour force is unemployed;
26 millions are officially under-employed; 40 million want additional work; and 35
million are looking for other alternatives of livelihood. These are official figures.
These are the statistics which speak for themselves. India’s official upper limit of
unemployment and underemployment is about 70 million. That is more than the
population of countries such as France, UK, Italy, South Korea, Spain and Canada.
Even this figure is disputed by experts who believe that the actual number is
several times larger. Over the years, agricultural share in GDP has declined, but the
proportion of workforce employed in the sector remains static. It is a very sore
point and it needs attention. In the 1950s agriculture constituted about 50 per cent
of the GDP, now, its share has fallen to 14.2 per cent in 2011-12. It has fallen from
50 per cent to 14.2 per cent. What a decline it is! And, workforce is the same, 50
per cent of the total labour. As a result, average income from agriculture is the
lowest amongst all sectors. ‘Krishi’ has become HIC & €&l People are crying to
leave it if they can find some alternative employment. As far as suicides are
concerned, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, 17,000 farmers commit suicide every year on an
average. During the last 10 years, the number is, just multiply it by 10, a

horrifying figure. Even if one farmer commits suicide, there should be a commotion
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in the society. If one farmer takes his own life, there must be a kind of gloom in
the society. Sir, 17,000 farmers die every year. Lack of skill in India also forces
workers to remain trapped in the unorganized sector, doing menial and semi-skilled
work. Overall, it is something to be very much thought of, deliberated upon. About
93 per cent of India’s workforce is still trapped in the unorganized sector. There
should be zero tolerance for unorganized sector and every labourer should be in
the organized sector, so that he gets proper benefits, so that he is given old-age
pension, so that he gets unemployment benefits, he gets maternity benefits, he gets

livelihood-loss compensation, he gets accident and medical care.

He is given Provident Fund, he is given pension, and he is given necessary
medical care. That can be possible only when there is zero unorganized labour and
all labour is organized in some kind of a sector or union. Only then can it
happen. Labour is of many types, Sir. Broadly labour, as we have talked about, is
organized and unorganized; and 93 per cent is unorganized. Then migrant labour is
there; it has its own problems. There is a special Act for that also. Agricultural
labour is there; building construction labour is there; mines labour is there; even
children labour is there in bidisor in carpet, in Bhadohi or in fire works of Sivakasi
or in bangles of Firozabad. Then woman labour is there. All of them have their
own problems. They “have their own specific difficulties. They should be looked
into and attended on; and, overall, if we do a broad sampling, labour is of three
kinds — skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled. Effort should be, there should be no
unskilled labour; there should be no illiterate labour. There should be no labour
who is not able to get proper food, proper cloth and proper house. Roti, Kapada
aur Makaan should be the fundamental responsibility of the State or the employer
or the society; to ensure that, every labour who, through his shram, earns wealth

for the country, must be satisfied, must be cared.

Unorganized Workers” Social Security Act, 2008 has many loopholes. ...(Time-
bell rings)... As far as pension is concerned, in his Resolution and in his speech
also, Shri Javadekar has gone into details that pension is only a pittance. His
grievances are not looked into. There is no redressal machinery. His children are
malnourished; his women are not rightly cared for. Disgruntled labour is one of the
most virulent, one of the most dangerous things for the society. If society wants to
live in peace, if State wants to live in a rightly-harmonized atmosphere, the State,
the society and the employer must ensure that Shramev Jayate is rightly

recognized, is rightly honoured and rightly looked after.
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I thank you very much, Sir, for giving me time. I thank you, and also Lord
Shiva, for your kind indulgence for me. But I hope and pray, through your good
offices, that man behind the machine will be looked after and his needs will be

cared for. Thank you, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN ( SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Next is, Dr. Bhushan Lal

Jangde; not present. Now, the Minister.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND
EMPLOYMENT (SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH): Hon. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I would
like to thank the hon. Member, my esteemed friend, Shri Prakash Javadekar, for
raising an issue of vital concern to the working class. I am also thankful to all
other Members who spoke on the issue related to improvement in the condition of

the working class.

Today morning, my senior colleague, Shri Mallikarjun Kharge, has already
explained the Government’s stand on the issue while he made a statement on the
Calling Attention Motion. However, since the hon. Members have talked on the

subject in detail, let me reiterate the stand of Government in this regard.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, it may be stated that the Government has taken

various measures to contain inflation in the country.

These measures are in the form of appropriate monetary and fiscal policy
interventions. The Government has also taken a number of pro-active measures to
address the supply constraint in respect of essential items. Particular attention has
been drawn to the large food subsidy provided by the Government to ensure
adequate availability of food grains to the poor, at very concessional rates, through
the Public Distribution System. Sir, the Government’s efforts to pass the Food
Security Bill in Parliament would further increase the availability of subsidized food
grains to large segments of the population, and the Government is committed to

meet the extra burden on this account.

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, recently, the Government of India had approved a
proposal for amending the Minimum Wages Act, 1948, to, inter alia, provide for

statutory national floor level minimum wages. This is a significant initiative taken by
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the Government. It would primarily help workers in the unorganized sector in
getting higher minimum wages. Through the provision of statutory national floor
level minimum wages, the workers would be assured of the floor level minimum
wages, which would be set by the Government, and will apply uniformly
throughout the country and to all kinds of employment. In addition, the amendment
proposed contains a series of measures, and the national floor level minimum
wages will be made statutory and applicable to all kinds of employment. At
present, there is no statutory Act for minimum wages. The proposed Amendment

Bill would make it a statutory provision.

Sir, at present, the provisions contained in the Minimum Wages Act are not
applicable to cases where the total number of workers in a State is less than 1,000.
This is a very important provision. After the amendment comes into force, the Act
will be applicable to all types of employment, even where the number of workers is
less than 1,000. At present, the provision for minimum wages is applicable only
where the number of employees is more than 1,000. Now, after this amendment
comes into force, this position would change; all employees will be covered under
the Minimum Wages Act. The national floor level minimum wages would be revised
every five years on the basis of the National Sample Survey Organization’s

Consumer Expenditure Survey.

Sir, there is another important aspect. The national floor level minimum wages
will be linked to variable Dearness Allowance, to be notified, at least, once in a

year, on the basis of the Consumer Price Index for the industrial workers.

Sir, the provision relating to fixation of differential minimum rates of wages in
respect of adults, adolescents and apprentice will be deleted. Provisions will be
made in The Minimum Wages Act for issue of employment cards to employees.

This will be made Aadhaar compliant.

Sir, the period of lodging claims by workers will be enhanced from six months
to one year. For ensuring better compliance, fines and penalties under the Act will
be enhanced. This amendment will be brought before the Parliament in the form of

a Bill at an early date.

Sir, over the years, decisions related to labour are deliberated in the Indian

Labour Conference, the ILC, in the first instance. Subsequently, the suggestions
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made through the ILC are taken up by Ministry for appropriate action. The ILC
has been in existence for 72 years now and has been making significant
contribution to labour policy formulation and implementation. The labour policy of

the Government derives its mandate largely from the decision taken by the ILC.

Sir, the Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act, 1970, was enacted
with the aim to regulate the employment of contract labour, to improve the
conditions of work of contract labour and prohibit their engagement in employment

of perilous nature.

The Government is ceased of the problems faced by contract labour in the
country and is fully determined to ameliorate their condition by taking appropriate
action under the Act. The Government proposed to bring out amendments in the
Act with a view to safeguarding the interest of contract workers in terms of wages
and social security. The proposal is under consideration of the Government. Sir, the
Labour Bureau has conducted quarterly quick employment surveys in selective
labour-intensive and export-oriented sectors, namely, textile including apparels,
metals, gems and jewellery, automobiles, transport, IT/BPO, leather, handloom and
powerloom to assist the economic slowdown in employment in India since January
2009. Sir, so far 15 such Surveys have been conducted by Labour Bureau.
According to the Survey result, overall estimated employment in all selected
sectors has experienced a net addition of 27.38 lakhs starting from the first Survey
held from October, 2008 to December, 2008 till the 15th Survey from April, 2012 to
June, 2012. It is, therefore, not true that as a result of economic slowdown since
2008, there is loss of jobs in export-oriented industries. Sir, India has witnessed an
impressive economic growth for about two decades now and yet the challenge of
employment, especially quality and remunerative employment in today’s
circumstances, is truly formidable. There is no national level umbrella policy so far
to address employment-related issues. There is a need to integrate employment
concerns in the policy making at various levels. The crucial issue is to ensure that
the employment objective is factored in the mainstream of country’s socio-economic
development strategy. The Ministry of Labour and Employment has prepared a
National Employment Policy to ensure that the growth process is inclusive and

equitable. The Policy has been drafted with a view to bringing in employment in
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the mainstream in the policy making for socio-economic development of the country.
It will provide a proper plane for achieving the goal of remunerative and decent
employment for all women and men in labour force. It also aims at accelerating
employment growth, particularly in the organized sector and improving the quality
of jobs in terms of productivity and training, especially in the unorganized workers.
The policy has been developed through wide consultation with various
stakeholders, Central Ministries and State Governments. Sir, as per Section 6 of the
Employees’ Provident Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952, an employer is
required to contribute 12 per cent of the wages, subject to wage ceiling of Rs.6,500
per month. In the Employees’ Provident Fund, Employees Pension Scheme, 1995 is
funded by diversion of 8.33 per cent of employer’s contribution. In addition, 1.16
per cent of the wages also is contributed by the Central-Government in the
Pension Fund. Therefore, the Pension Scheme is funded with a total contribution
of 9.49 per cent of wages — 8.33 per cent by employer and 1.16 per cent by the
Central Government. There has been persistent demand from various quarters like
members, pensioners, trade unions, and different associations to provide certain
minimum pension to pensioners since majority of present-day pensioners receive a
meagre sum as pension against the high cost of living. Nearly 27 per cent of the
pensioners are presently getting a monthly pension of less than Rs.500 and nearly
56 per cent pensioners are getting a monthly pension of between Rs.500 and
Rs.1,000. A Cabinet Note has been prepared to enhance Government’s contribution
by 0.63 per cent, that is, from 1.16 per cent to 1.79 per cent, so that the minimum
pension of Rs.1,000 can be ensured for all pensioners under the EPF Scheme. The

proposal is under consideration of the Government.

Sir, the Government is aware of the problems faced by migrant labourers in
receiving their dues from the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation, since they
are not traceable on the addresses provided by the employers to the Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation while depositing their contributions. However,
computerisation of the EPFO office, introduction of facility of online filing of
returns by the employers and the facility of knowing balance lying in the EPF
accounts of subscribers by registering on EPF portal by members, etc., will help in

identifying the employees who have contributed to the EPF Scheme.
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Sir, the Government is committed to take all possible measures for the better
enforcement of labour laws. So far as enforcement of labour laws in the Central
sphere is concerned, there exists a well-defined enforcement machinery, generally
referred to as the Central Industrial Relation Machinery. Similarly, enforcement
machinery is also available in the States. Employees’ State Insurance Corporation
and the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation have their own enforcement

machineries there.

Sir, the New Pension System, NPS, which has replaced the old pension
system, is the New Restructured Defined Contribution Pension System for all new
recruits who have joined the Central Government service on or after 1st January,
2004. It is not correct to say that the accumulated amount of the subscribers is
transferred to private funds. The subscribers’ contribution under NPS is being
managed by the Pension Fund Managers appointed by the Interim Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority, which is an Authority constituted by the
Government through a resolution to regulate and develop the pension market. Sir,
the accumulated corpus under the NPS would be divided equally amongst the
three selected Pension Fund Managers, namely, SBI Pension Fund Private Limited,
UTT Retirement Solutions Limited and LIC Pension Fund Limited. These companies
are controlled by SBI, UTI and LIC.

The National Commission on Farmers, chaired by Prof. M.S. Swaminathan,
recommended that the Minimum Support Price (MSP) should be, at least, 50 per
cent more than the weighted average of cost of production. This recommendation,
however, has not been accepted by the Government. The MSP is recommended by
the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices based on objective criteria and
considering a variety of relevant factors. A mechanical linkage between MSP and
the cost of production may be counterproductive in some cases. The Minimum
Support Prices of various agricultural commodities have been substantially increased

over the last few years to ensure remunerative price.

My colleague, Mr. Rama Chandra Khuntia, has raised a point here. The
welfare schemes like Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana and Aam Aadmi Bima Yojana
are applicable to the eligible agricultural workers as well. Hence, it is not correct to
say, as Shri Rama Chandra Khuntia has said, that social security measures are not

applicable to agricultural workers. It is not correct.
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Sir, in India, a large percentage of the workforce is from the unorganised
sector, who have not been covered under various labour laws, including laws
relating to social security. Providing social security to the unorganised workers has
been a priority issue for the Ministry of Labour and Employment. With this object,
the Unorganized Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008 was enacted. The salient
features of the Act are, (i) life and disability cover, (ii) health and maternity
benefits, and, (iii) old age protection, (iv) constitution of National Social Security
Advisory Board, both at the Central and the State level, and, any other benefits

under the Act, which may be decided by the Central Government.

Sir, under the Building and Other Construction Workers’ Welfare Cess Act,
1996, the State Government collects cess, and, then, the same is deposited with the
respective State Building and Other Construction Workers Welfare Board. The
formulation of welfare schemes and utilization of the cess is with the State Welfare
Board as also with the State Governments. The Union Government has been
issuing instructions to the States from time to time for proper utilization of cess
for the welfare and upliftment of construction workers. On Sth June, 2012, the hon.
Minister for Labour and Employment wrote to the Chief Ministers of the States to
take appropriate steps for collecting and utilizing the cess. This issue of Cess was

raised by one hon. Member during his speech.

Sir, the Government has set up a task force to evolve policy framework for
domestic workers in the context of regulatory mechanism and social security
provisions. The draft policy is under the consideration of the Government. The
domestic workers have already been covered under Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana (RSBY). Sir, the Ministry of Labour and Employment is sensitive to the
problems faced by differently-abled persons and weaker sections of the society.
Twenty Vocational Rehabilitation Centres have been set up for providing necessary
skill training to the differently-abled persons. Further, a number of schemes are
under implementation for providing skill training to the persons from weaker

sections of the society, and, for facilitating their placement.

Sir, after the Government’s decision to allow FDI in multi-brand retail, small
and medium scale manufacturers are going to be benefited, as thirty per cent

sourcing from these industries has been made mandatory. This would provide the
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necessary scales for these entities to expand their capacities in manufacturing,
hence adding up to the employed population and also boosting the manufacturing
sector of the country. These industries also stand to get added advantages of
technology upgradation, which would give them an upper hand in productivity and
local value addition, thereby raising the profitability and earnings of the small
manufacturers. The 30 per cent sourcing norm would also help the small enterprises
to get integrated with the global retail chains. New manufacturing opportunities will

also open for the country’s micro, small and medium enterprises.

Sir, today morning, during the Calling Attention Motion, my senior colleague
mentioned several points, so, while not making a lengthy speech, in view of
commitments of the Government on labour-related issues, which I have described,
and, the action taken for fulfilment of these commitments, I request hon. Member,

Shri Prakash Javadekar, to withdraw his Resolution. Thank you.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Messages from the Lok
Sabha. Secretary-General.

MESSAGES FROM LOK SABHA

The Appropriation Bill, 2013
The Appropriation (No. 2) Bill, 2013
The Appropriation (Vote on Account) Bill, 2013

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, I have to report to the House the following
messages received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok
Sabha:—

L]

“In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I am directed to enclose the Appropriation
Bill, 2013, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the 14th March,
2013.

2. The Speaker has certified that this Bill is a Money Bill within the

meaning of article 110 of the Constitution.”
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(I

“In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I am directed to enclose the Appropriation
(No. 2) Bill, 2013, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the 14th
March, 2013.

2. The Speaker has certified that this Bill is a Money Bill within the

meaning of article 110 of the Constitution.”

(Im)

“In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, I am directed to enclose the Appropriation
(Vote on Account) Bill, 2013, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held on
the 14th March, 2013.

2. The Speaker has certified that this Bill is a Money Bill within the

meaning of article 110 of the Constitution.”

Sir, I lay a copy each of the Bills on the Table.

PRIVATE MEMBER'S RESOLUTIONS

Taking necessary legal, administrative and financial decisions and creating

conducive atmosphere for working classes (contd.)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Now, Shri Prakash Javadekar.

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR (Maharashtra): Sir, I will not take much time,
but I was really disappointed to listen to my good friend, the Minister of State in
the Ministry of Labour and Employment. It is not the issue of persons who are
heading the Ministry. It is the issue of what they are doing. People will judge the
Government by its action, not by its promise. T ST H S=M 9 BIEA & O
fhar & 89 o) & fedl & folU 9 @ & dr €1 9 Wl 8 Y, i b
W BT TS 9| uuSled A 8 MY, Wfdd oeR ARG S ogdisid © jEO®,
IH el W 3 oM dF I AR el UgAMl dEdl §l IE IRl gl
MR Ao WHR &I AOlgRl & [ $B HM PR &I geol B, dl Ub Wl
H UH BT UR BRA-BRA W 9 BT UK B S| EH Sl wHIM od, olfd
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Y B WG b WEA TRl MYl gAY € WRBR Bl gl A8l 8l I IS
®gl b HEWE & [y #AOQR ofs @ E, @ AR Biodgdl &1 IADT AN G
AR B BId 98 WA §1 IAUb I H AOGRI B Blld Gl €, IS AU
WaR fom, dfdT SHar Sum aRa @ U S fweR off, 98 e &
gl oM @el f6 pe fRIRST B8R, &9 giwR 8NN, AR gl IE BIg
AOTGRT 1 AT Bl GHEE A € ¥ HEled, ¥ a1 Fel ARy, dfeh ' N
qMRY| IE AWPR B Ak &l 99 R b U ps REIRS T g A1 S
FEqd ¥ BAY EY U F SN oF NI AR B WiE @ fAwed T8 T TE
T®H H AW Y @AM @I AGG PR & [ TP Rellb W ol § ABRTE 4
AT §, 98I URARHE TREl WhiM §, S BAY 1972 H Y[® B, AW dl B
Feaa 4 YE DI S9e fou RERS Afdesy o=a & fau &9 oiee <
omarl This is the first tax proposal which is unanimously approved by both the
Houses of the State Legislature, ®iify IFH fasay o1l q8f gHMIHG THCH TR
BY, Bl 9 T Bl ¢ €1 H 99 @l § el O %@ gl H YE b %@ g (B
MU 9 BIAl B RN B, Wl TH W BT TSI AR, IS AUD WE TS

fpear &1 aogRi & 9 I8 fasamree gl

am B W A R o W 2 U IR FWREl T @ 2 W wegl
B PAE b AE-BRIS] PUY §, SAH THSRNs Bl seve ©l da fifemE SfeRr
Bl ¥l gafog dem te A uwelenE @Ry, SRR # uwekns wifRyl ome #
IgD! g8 H W e WG, il 9 g8 989 & U I, q9 9 bedl |
it A S Y I @ 5 uwsens # W AWM F gRT I8 ISR e Tl

W | My dear friend, please see what you have done and how you have tweaked

the rules of FDI sourcing norm in case of IKEA, the first case of FDI. You have
tweaked the rules. Instead of saying 'Indian-made' or 'Indian-manufactured' 30 per
cent sourcing, you have made it 'from India'. That change of one word has com-
pletely vitiated the whole provision and has actually negated it. 39 g ¥ cdlfd
Ugdl B pW W PO BRI B, Al 3 WHR W R WRIA B
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MU Yagerell dagd ¥ THsels fby €1 98l e Al d1 oMd el g
S b Sl MEbTd o) ot W € SFer W sMe el Bl Smu ek R @
ad BRA € R 9 WR YCleldR Wil ® 91d dRd 81 BH WEd © fh ogH
qHSEl AMBY {6 ASgR SR fham, ¥ &1 @M U E, Sl 9o Sve @Rd B
P Th T @R Wl Sl B USISY @Ral & MR WOgR a9 $ SMBR Bl
e R, dY USTE PR, SUBI d N HUERA exal §1 Wi gAY WHR
d Aq9gR AR feam, Fl 8§ e g1 Refd gE 8 ok slif ' R @
delE ded ©l BNl UH & AN ¥ - SifE, 99 IR AR IR | e #
GRET, Iq9 B G SR AMIfTe GRem| M Wd ¥g AwEr ¥ fR ¥ Wi N
S 9gd g a1 H TE E1 90% ARl b TEe # ¥E T T SR s ¥ oy
AN @IS ¥, offdd $O¢% IR H MUY P T8l dEl Tl

d fear ot b1 =T eeml a8 gAR A df € iR woigy el A
&M W B ¥ &1 SEH Uh I¢1 HE@YU G BEl € SR EAN) A #h ag
gl B9 SA@I 39 AN W WeAW WK § b afbn HewE H, 99 #H Sig #, afdw
ST d SR 9w A SiRew B Ayl R el sedfard w1 fifiue s S
Je g iR 78 ol 8 99 dd SRcw TE A gharl siia S 89§ SR
98 SMd & f& "Justice delayed is justice denied." You have delayed justice for

nine years.

S GidedR iR SHRTE ahd @I ard W Pl [N BRE b1 b
W frar, JfeT WeR S WeR 781 &) @ 2l It is not aboue mechanical.
R M & WK H PO ALl AWM A AOGR & W H W PO T GG, AL
IRAMRET gl FElY PR B WRER ANy @ famn @A g, A1 fREm @ e
W FRA US| AWeR qed Bl Sl AfeR 8, a8 feWM @ e =@mfey &R
S & fow iR wEen 8 el g o aR 7 @xd g1 9 W #ose
AT B MU VA HEed fRA g, R e Wr g8 ®l B Wi o A
RIS AloaE Siig dfbe § A g, NFH F EI 20-30 ARG AT B AlBRAl
I Bl I I' Refd & amr € iR 3O &R A RINMRI @ =T 9adl
ST RE g

SuAdEE Sfl, 3fd W OH UH ar RO g 6 s A R ey W UM
T P €1 T A1 WHR T S d@l fF g H S W OFR % SR o
T A0 o ol qERl fdded I8 ® fb § 9 B% SR AR B% | dRRI
foder W U aF T W F W Aok W 99 FI W T 5 WER @ aw
T &1 WPR ASGR @I [ & F AU @R T2
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W, (& T qiad W 9 7eH § A7 @ PRg A T ofdl 8, ofbd 9 T
B MY, AR B P M T fren 21 oo d § ¥E wgm 5 osw W™ @™l @
Tl 3T PR afeT & ff WY iR 10 IS 5 @ AT B GG, @ N hH
PE o) TEl e, Wi oMU B FA el Tl Tl

BT TS AW W, fASE F oW €, gl e & oay # 'w ga
B Tl & AR 7 @ & omel woiR R A HR 5 o SFel [N
T <, S9fY 3@ UMM R die e} W g9 $B GREl el fewd g1 HorgRl
H B AN B AR & fF gW oom % €, o'W W oW SR @Rl AR, S
qifv/ & SR WEl YPM qP UgAIGi| IE HEd g H MUY soord dredl gl

SHRI KODIKUNNIL SURESH: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the hon. Member, Shri
Prakash Javedekar has mentioned here that the Government has not passed any
law for the workers. I would like to inform the hon. Member that it is not correct.
I may inform the hon. Member that in the last few years this Government has
either amended or passed ten labour laws. I am not going to mention all the laws.
The Payment of Wages Act, 1936 was amended by this Government. The ceiling of
the wages was raised from Rs.10,000 to Rs.18,000. The Payment of Bonus Act also
has been amended. The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 also has been amended; and
enhanced the amount. The Apprentice Act, 1961, Inter alia, was amended for
providing reservation for Other Backward Classes. The Act was notified on
28-1-2008. It was made effective from 1.2.2008. The Workman’s Compensation Act,
1923 was also amended. The Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 was also amended. The
Plantation Labour Act, 1951 was also amended to change the definition of
employer, family and worker and to add a new chapter to provide safety and avoid
risk. This is already effective. The Employees State Insurance Act, 1948 was
amended to more effectively utilize the Employees’ State Insurance Corporation
infrastructure to meet medical insurance requirement of the workforce in the
unorganized sector. The amendment was notified on 20.5.2010 and was made
effective from 1.6.2010. The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 was also amended by this
Government. Therefore, we already have 10 labour laws at various stages of
consideration and implementation. Therefore, I once again request the hon. Member

to withdraw the Resolution.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Mr. Javadekar, are you

withdrawing the Resolution?
SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Yes, Sir.
The Resolution was, by leave, withdrawn.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Now Shri Y.S. Chowdary to

move a Resolution.

Forming independent and empowered regulatory authority

capable of taking action against erring media

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, I move the

following Resolution:—
"Having regard to the fact that—
(@) in Indian democracy, media has a responsible role;

(b) women are portrayed in poor light through obscene, vulgar pictures/

scenes;

(c) entertainment free from obscenity, vulgarity and violence, will be a sign

for a healthy society;
(d) media is required to be accountable to the general public;
(e) self regulation is not properly and appropriately followed by media;

() the Press Council of India does not have enough teeth and authority to

take action against abuse of independence by media; and

(g) an independent regulatory authority for media is necessary to check
unhealthy tendencies, this House urges upon the Government to form
an independent and empowered regulatory authority capable of taking

action against erring media.”

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, as a matter of fact the forefathers of our Constitution
reposed immense faith in the media expecting that it can play a very impartial,
constructive and selfless role on the matters relating to public interest. The belief is
reflected more than adequately in several concessions granted to media including

the provisions of Article 19 (1) (a) of the Constitution of India, considering the
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media as an important organ in the nation building. The media conducted itself on
the strength of ethical values coupled with self-restraint for considerable period.
However, as the media started expanding its activities on the strength of modern
technological advances, at times, unfortunately the issues which are interested to
public started overtaking the issues of public interest and welfare. This is further
aggravated with the advent of some business houses into media business bringing
the concept of profit-making through media business. All these changes have led

to the dilution of the moral values and self-regulation of our media.

Sir, if we take into account some of the recent controversies surrounding the
media, it clearly suggests that all is not well in this territory. It is needless to
emphasize the importance of a strong and impartial media in strengthening any
society and, at the same time, if we fail to contain and restrain negative and
selfish media elements, it can weaken the foundations of our well-preserved

democratic values, social harmony, uplift of weaker sections and national integration.

Sir, some of the recent developments, strongly, prompt me to say that in the
name of freedom of expression, some sections of the media at times have been
brutally suppressing the fundamental rights of selected individuals and groups
purely due to selfish reasons. In this context, I would like to quote a statement
made by an Editor-in-Chief of a television channel. I quote: “I guess journalists are
more feared today, but sadly less respected. We are more arrogant, less ethical”.

The above statement clearly depicts the direction in which our media is moving.

Sir, in a civilized society, many of us expect everyone to conduct ethically
and morally. Unfortunately, this rarely happens and if it really happens, there is
really no need for this august House to deliberate and formulate innumerable laws.
Sir, I find that strangely some of the intelligent and senior functionaries argue that
media should be left to its own ethics and self-regulation. A point of consolation
and appreciation is that still some of the old media houses are following the
journalism based on ethics and self regulation, even when some media houses are

reckless and blatant in their unethical approach. I am unable to understand the
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reason for this exception of self-regulation and ethics only for media, when every
citizen, employee, constitutional functionaries, including the members of this hon.

Parliament and Judiciary are accountable and answerable for their actions.

Sir, can we expect a conduct guided by ethics and morals from a media,
which is aimed at improving its TRP ratings at any cost? Can we call the media
socially responsible and self regulated, which is promoting obscene programmes in
the name of reality shows wherein the women and children are shown in poor

light?

Sir, before sensationalization, nothing is important including national security
for some sections of media. ,The entire country watched with shock the live
telecast of commando operations during the terrorist attacks in Mumbai. This
telecast might not have benefitted the country but the terrorists got immense
benefit’ as their masters could guide them depending on the information gathered
through telecasts. The media should have been more responsible enough to

telecast these shots only after the conclusion of commando operations.

Sir, it is an undeniable fact that in the recent times some mafias on the
strength of the ill-gotten wealth accumulated through corrupt practices got entry
into media business and started promoting totally truthless, biased, motivated and
illegal news targeting their opponents in the business and politics. These forces
hardly give any value for social decency either, in promoting episodes relating to
women, children and other weaker sections. This reckless behaviour of a section of
our media, if not checked and restrained, can derail social harmony and national

integration.

Sir, I am sure it is in the minds of every one of us as to how, recently, one
TV Channel tried to intimidate a business house for financial gains. Similar such
incidents are happening to intimidate political opponents and spread communal and
religious hatred. Sir, the most unfortunate and most damaging is the extensive trial
by media in some sensational cases even before the trial started by the hon.
Courts and decided. No one can enjoy unlimited rights at the cost of the

fundamental rights of others.

It is pertinent to mention here that the hon. Supreme Court held recently that

when there is a conflict between right to dignity and freedom of speech, the latter
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should give way to the former. Sir, what will happen to the morale and morals of
our society if money power coupled with media power is allowed to project a
blatant lie as a monument of truth repeatedly? Sir, the days are gone when media
was viewed as only a source of information and on the contrary the media is
playing a crucial and decisive role in crystallizing public opinion on any issue,
taking advantage of its vast circulation and proximity to the people. A responsible
media can be a guide and protector to the society and similarly, the irresponsible
and selfish media can be a destroyer, worse than any infectious disease which
ultimately can drive us to a primitive world. This fact underlines the necessity of
transforming our media into an unbiased and selfless tool. This can be possible

only through introspection by every stakeholder in the country.

Sir, considering all the points narrated above, I strongly advocate the

necessity of creating a Constitutional Authority to regulate media.

Sir, I would like to clarify that by saying ‘regulation’ I do not mean ‘control.’
As all of you are aware, the ‘control’ does not allow freedom, whereas the

‘regulation’ allows freedom but with reasonable restrictions and a watch.

Sir, the legislations made so far in the direction of making media accountable
have not yielded any noticeable results because of severe limitations and lack of

teeth in those laws.

Sir, as per the existing law, any person aggrieved from media can approach
courts, but very few opt this as the complainant alone is required to personally
attend the court proceedings when the accused media-heads enjoy the exemption
from their physical presence. Further, no such case is decided within reasonable

time and thus there is no fear of penalty or correction for the errant media.

Sir, any article aimed at sensationalizing and damaging the reputation of a
person or an institution is very prominent and reaches masses like tsunami,
whereas the retraction of such articles is slow and insignificant, if at all done.
Therefore, the safeguards offered by the present system to protect the affected
persons from the excesses of media are toothless and inadequate. Even if we go
through, how many TV licences, media permits have been cancelled until now?

None. Regulation does not mean control or wagging the Fourth Estate. Regulatory
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authorities are everywhere. They are in telecom, power, Securities Act, insurance.
Why are we not able to set up for media? Though there is a Working Journalists
Act, it is largely toothless. In the past, basically, people used to run media houses
with a lot of ethical values but with commercially viable models. But, unfortunately,
today none of them are following that. Whenever such issues of regulating media
come up, media says they are being controlled, which is not true. We understand
that free market forces should run free, but in India a large part of our population
is still, unfortunately, uneducated. Hence, it needs definitely, regulation and
safeguards. Institutions of editors and editorials have been killed. We now have
CEOs and managing editors who will be responsible for profit-making for the
promoters. My sympathies are with all the journalists of thia country because now
they have no choice but to take up articles which would benefit society. Only
commercial heads and corporate houses, in advance, tell them what to air or what
to print and what not to print. I have a few suggestions in this case. Media must
have a regulatory body that would verify facts from opinions, unverified or dubious
materials, defamatory news damaging one’s credibility, absence of inappropriate
material which enhances social unease. In fact, recently, during a meeting in Delhi,
on some of the points- -I can’t mention the names in this august House—media
people said that the media had been growing big but it had not been able to
regulate itself. The National Broadcasting Association has a code of conduct, but
this applies to a handful of channels; even while this code was being violated and
strictures passed by the Ombudsman, no action was taken. In fact, by the way,
they are all laments of the top journalists. Many TV Channels have been
promoting irrationality, Bhoot Pret, superstition, violating the privacy of individuals
showing the face of rape victims and inciting unproved violence. Recently, a
school teacher in Delhi was wrongly accused by a TV channel and thrashed by
the local people. Later, we understood that it was wrong. What grave implications

could have the teacher’s family gone through?

Definitely, the media wants autonomy. But, it has not shown responsibility.
Even if we compare with the developed countries like the U.S., which is also one
of the large democratic countries, freedom of press is a Fundamental Right under
the First Amendment of their Constitution. But, just see how quickly they have
moved to having controls without sacrificing the basic Fundamental Rights. They

have formed a commission called Federal Communications Commission which has
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been regulating for quite some time and it is a very successful model. Of course,

they have different branches and are regulated by different bureaus.

Even in the U.K., more than the media regulator, the BBC sets standards of
quality journalism. We are proud of having some of the best brains in the world.
We must have such a regulation in place before it is too late and we create more
social unrest. Sir, it is because of these inadequacies that I am moving this private
Member’s Resolution with a proposal to create a body for regulation of media both
print and electronic including internet. Sir, I propose that such a regulatory body
consisting of about fifteen members be headed by a retired Chief Justice of India,
who will be selected by the sitting Chief Justice of India. Four Members of
Parliament be made ex-officio members of the Committee. Five members may be
drawn from the media community and balance five members may be drawn from the
social elite of high repute. This regulatory body be given a fixed tenure of five
years making it directly accountable to the Parliament and insulated by the

provisions similar to impeachment of the Supreme Court Judges.

At the end I request all colleagues of this August House to support this

Resolution. Sir, with this I conclude.

The question was proposed.
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SHRI M. RAMA JOIS (Karnataka): Sir, I thank you for having given me the
opportunity to speak on this Resolution. My experience has been that it is only
on Friday when there is a Private Members’ Resolution, we get sufficient time to
speak, but insufficient people to hear. Sir, we just had the Railway Budget. What
comes to my mind is that there has been a total derailment in our cultural, moral
and social values. Therefore, I think, very rightly, this Resolution has been
brought. There are seven points. There is a saying in Hindi, 90 9dld, TUdh A9 |
So, for all the seven problems, the answer is the way in which, in the last more
than five decades, we have been dealing with these issues. For example, Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution, no doubt, gives a fundamental right to speech and

expression. Very rightly, Supreme Court has held in the Indian Express case the
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width of the fundamental right. Article 19 contains — clause (6) under which —
the State can impose reasonable restrictions can be imposed on decency or
morality. This has not been done. In Chapter IV of the Constitution, Article 39
(c), says, “It is the responsibility of the State to ensure that childhood and youth
are not exploited, resulting in moral and material abandonment.” But, in actuality,
that is not happening. There has been no regulatory measure. In its absence there
should be self-restraint, at least, Press people should know that their children are
also going to be spoiled on account of sexually-provocative and culturally
degrading matters being published. Sir, I was listening to Mata Amritanandamayi

on the inauguration of Vivekananda 150 birth anniversary celebrations. She

explained what is the fate of the youth today is. ¥hc® JRIUM, IJ&I gRABEIT |
A monkey is made to drink an intoxicating drink and over and above that the
scorpion is made to bite, then what would happen? Therefore, the position,
unfortunately, is that no steps have been taken. I have seen certain photographs. I
can’t show it to my children or to anybody. They are sexually so provocative and
culturally degrading womanhood. Women are highly respected in our country. They
are considered as a divine treasure in a family. But, today, woman means only sex.
I will read out what Swami Vivekanand said nearly 100 years ago, “Shall India

3

die.....” that means if India culturally dies, *.. then from the world all spirituality will
be extinct, all moral perfection will be extinct, all sweet souls who have sympathy
for the religiion will be extinct, all ideality will be extinct, and in its place will reign
the duality of lust and luxury as the male and female deities, with money as its
priest, fraud, force and competition as its ceremonies and the human soul its
sacrifice.” I don’t think, anybody can use such an inimitable language. Today,
except male and female sex, there is nothing. So, we have come to that degrading
position. Of course, since it is relating to cinematograph, it applies to magazines
also. There was a picture, the name of the film is Sopan ‘Satyam Shivam
Sundaram.’ That picture came in for criticism by the Supreme Court, and no less a
person than Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer remarked, “It is deplorable that a power for
good like the cinema, but a subtle process, and these days, by a ribald display,
vulgarizes the public palate, pruriently infiltrates adolescent minds, commercially
panders to the lascivious appetite of randy crowds and inflames the lecherous craze
of the people who succumb to the seduction of sex and resort, in actual life, to

‘horror’ crimes of venereal violence.” Now, recently, you have seen what happened
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In Delhi. And it is happening every day. There is rape of even small children.
Recently, in Bhandara, girls of eleven years, nine years and six years were raped.
We are seeing all these things. Why is this happening? There are two rails.
Otherwise, this is bound to derail. These two rails are — Dharma and Samskriti,
service and sacrifice. These are the two most important rails on which our national
life has been running. Swami Vivekananda said, “If the philosophy, which has come
from times immemorial is disregarded, that nation is going to die.” I think that is
the serious thing that is happening. That is what Justice Krishna Iyer has said.
Dharma does not mean religion. A few people wrongly translate it as religion.
Suppose I speak about Dharma, I have seen, the next day, the papers report,
‘Rama Jois spoke about religion.” I never speak about religion. Religion is a mode
of worship of God by believers. Dharma is a code of conduct by an individual,

how he has conducted himself.

IFfedr I I O stey e
Td 91 "RId gwHg

It is the definition of ‘Dharma’ — non-violence, truthfulness and not
acquiring illegitimate property. That is the most important thing which is, in fact,
totally disregarded. Asteya means, not acquiring property illegitimately. Shaucham
means cleanliness, not only in thought, word and deed; and the last is Indriya
nigraha. Our education system contains nothing about teaching Indriya nigraha.
That is what is happening Many youths observe Valentine Day. What is Valentine
Day? In Encyclopedia Britanica, Encyclopedia Americana, they say, ‘it has nothing
to do with Saint Valentine.” It is a business gimmick created by greeting card
manufacturers. Someone manufactured a Valentine Card and properated it. Today,
hundreds of crores of rupees worth of Valentine cards are being sold. Whom do
you send it? As far as sex is concerned, husband and wife relationship is

considered as most important and sacred in our culture.

RRATTHART  HIGTAROTI T |

Y. o FENA P EYEEn W |

That is mutual love and fidelity — dharma to be observed by husband and

wife throughout their life. This is the principle. That is what our cultural value has
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been. Every woman must be regarded as an incarnation of his own mother. Why
was this feeling there? It was after indepth consideration of human nature that our
ancestors said, “Please consider every woman as your own mother. Once you
consider every woman as your own mother, there is psychological impotency.
Nobody will rape.” That is why when it is said that this Bill is coming 50 years
late, I said, “Sixty years back, we were not seeing these incidents of rape.” Today,
there is no newspaper which does not contain an offence of rape. We completely

disregarded dharma. Indriya nigraha is not there. Then, as Amritanandamayi said,

qhew [RIM I gRFHaeH | You make a monkey to drink alcohol and dance.
That is what she said about the youth of today. Today, what is the youth doing?
They drink alcohol intoxicate themselves and they are also provoked by various
media. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the media. Article 19 very clearly says,
‘decency’ and ‘morality’. When there is no self-restraint, legislation has to come in.
Earlier, everything was fully in the control of cultural values. Here, I would like to
quote what an English woman had written about our values. She said that in the
Indian culture, a woman is not treated as an object of sexual pleasure but as a
divine treasure. Just as gold ornaments cannot be thrown here and there, they
must also be protected. That is why, the condition that women must be given
protection throughout is not on the ground that a woman is inferior; it is having
regard to the mischievous nature of the males and the possibility of an onslaught.
For example, rape is a one-sided offence. It is only on women. Therefore, our
people thought that women should be protected by cultural values. That is why,
during Dusshera and at other times; even small kanyas, that is, girls who have not

yet attained puberty, are worshipped like God.

I qdl Yy wifaeuor HRerdr |
TR TR T A4 4 |

Even elders touch the feet of girls and actually salute them. That has been
the practice in our country. As far as the media and newspapers are concerned, as
I said, they have no control at all. They don’t know what is going to happen to
their own children. That is why, the Resolution is welcome. Kerry Brown, an
English lady author, has written a book called “Essential Teachings of Hinduism.” It
was published by Arrow Books, London, in 1990. She said, “In Hinduism, a woman

is looked after not because she is inferior or incapable but, on the contrary,
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because she is treasured. She is the pride and power of the society. Just as the
crown jewels should not be left unguarded, neither should a woman be left
unprotected. If there are costly jewels, we do not throw them here and there like

brass vessels. Costly material is protected.

foar wefs oMR wal ey Q|

A wnfR g T S wrdeEefa |

< T Wa=aHefd" has been misinterpreted. She has also written a commen-
tary on Manusmriti. "= W I@Td=gAg (" does not mean that she should be a
slave. When she is a young girl, she requires the protection of the father. When
she is married, she requires the protection of her husband. When she is aged fur-
ther, the husband would be still older and he will also not be in a position to take
care of her. Hence sons should look after. So, all the burden of protecting women
lies on the males. In fact, males can complain, but why is the burden on them
alone? That is because, as Prof. Max Mueller had said in a lecture titled, “What
India can teach us”, a hundred years back, “If, in the entire world below the sky,
there is any piece of land where an in-depth study of human nature has been
made and solutions have been provided, it is India and India alone.” That is why

I say, "< i wWra=gHefd” is being misinterpreted. On the other hand, the

Manusmriti says, "I ﬂlﬁ«j, qod XHE< dF Tgar which means, wherever a
woman is worshipped, the Gods are pleased." women are worshipped, there Gods

are pleased ...(Time bell rings)... and then,

i g IMERT 9d dared oo |

TR @REHHERT |did F A ||

If women are insulted, everything is going to be ...(Interruptions)... awarke.
Seven of eternal values Manusmiriti written by five editions have been published
by Universal Law Publishers on Ancient Values . Unfortunately, there is a total
misunderstanding between ‘love’ and ‘lust’. ‘Love’ is most important. But ‘lust’ is
different. But, unfortunately, ‘love’ is misunderstood as ‘lust’, and that is why we

have been landed in this position. And that is why I said, =~ ¥dlel, Udh Al |

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Please conclude.

...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI M. RAMA JOIS: Therefore, I welcome the Resolution moved by Shri
Y.S. Chowdary. ...(Interruptions)... The Press media should be regulated because
there is no self-regulation. There is a difference between A= Td WTHTAR |
W= is not ¥WeBTAR | Which mean individual can act according to their will and

wish ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Please conclude.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. RAMA JOIS: It is absolutely necessary that a regulation is made,
particularly having regard to Article 19 (6) namely on grounds of decency and
morality. Press has no right to destroy decency and morality. If morality and decency
is destroyed in the youth, what is there to remain? Today withers our youths

therefore the Question is the biggest question. I quote JRIAUYE and conclude it.

qaT ST d: || el gfewl aferss: |
TR gl gl o Uil Wl | usl Ay e ||

What is the measure of happiness? Measure of happiness is that youth must be
learned, must have good character and determined mind and should be free from

bad habits. ...(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Please conclude.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI M. RAMA JOIS: If such youths are there, then only there will be
happiness. ...(Interruptions)... With these words, I fully support the Resolution.

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI MANISH TEWARI): Mr. Vice-Chairperson, Sir, I thank you
very much for giving me an opportunity to reply to the Resolution moved by the
hon. Member, Shri Y.S. Chowdary, who, in his Resolution, has stated, “Having
regard to the fact that - (a) in Indian democracy, media has a responsible role;
(b) women are portrayed in poor light through obscene, vulgar pictures/scenes;
(c) entertainment free from obscenity, vulgarity and violence, will be a sign for a
healthy society; (d) media is required to be accountable to the general public;
(e) self-regulation is not properly and appropriately followed by media; (f) the

Press Council of India does not have enough teeth and authority to take action
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against abuse of independence by media; and (g) an independent regulatory
authority for media is necessary to check unhealthy tendencies, this House urges
upon the Government to form an independent and empowered regulatory authority
capable of taking action against erring media.” Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, the essence
of this entire Resolution is independent and empowered regulatory authority
capable of taking action against erring media. We have the privilege of hearing two
outstanding interventions from hon. Dr. Prabha Thakur and from very distinguished
Mr. Rama Jois, and I heard both of them very intently. I think, Mr. Vice-Chairman,
Sir, before we set out to deal with the core issue involved in this Resolution, it
would be important that we recap the development of our democracy as it has
unfolded over the past 64 years. It is indeed a matter of pride and privilege for us
as Indians that except for possibly an odd country here or there, all those who
attained independence or liberation from the yoke of imperialism, in Asia, Africa and
Latin America, in and around the time that India became independent, either were
subjected to some form of military dictatorship, one-party rule or totalitarianism. It
is indeed something that we need to be proud of that we have had an unbroken
democratic tradition which extends to the time that we attained our independence.
And, at the heart of this democratic tradition really lies the free Press. Article
19(1)(a), which both Mr. Chowdary and Mr. Rama Jois referred to, provides for the
freedom of speech and expression to every individual. We have exculpated from it
the freedom of the Press and the founding fathers of the Constitution, in their
wisdom, rightly decided that there should be appropriate caveats on this freedom.
Now, the question, which really arises to my mind, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, is that
how do you find the golden mean. Where does the golden mean lie between the
freedom of speech and expression, from where we have exculpated the freedom of
the Press, and the reasonable restrictions which have also been provided in the

Constitution?

But, before we set out to deal with that, I think, it would be important that
we have an overview of the media landscape as it exists today. You have the print
media, which has a tradition which goes back, if nothing less, at least, a 150 years
even predating or possibly coinciding with the first war of independence in and
around 1857. You have the broadcasting media - radio - which also has a time-

honoured tradition and the television which has been now around for about four
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decades and private television, as we know it, for about two decades now. Then,
you have the online media and recently, you have the phenomena of the social
media or the new media which is, of course, in the Indian context, administered by

the Ministry which is headed by my hon. senior colleague, Shri Kapil Sibal.

The short point that I am trying to make, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, is that you
have a synthesis which has taken place, a convergence which has taken place
over the past couple of years, whereby the lines between print, broadcasting,
online and social media have blurred, and, therefore, you have to deal with a
paradigm whereby all of us not only live in an information age but we also live in
an information age which, at times, can be quite overwhelming, if not intimidating,

to say the least.

Over a period of time — And this is not the first time that this debate is
taking place in this hon. House — concerns have been expressed about
aberrations which are there in the media space. I have with me a speech delivered
by an hon. Member of this House in 1974 while speaking on the Press Council
(Second Amendment) Bill. It is indeed very illustrative if you were to read the
speech because it reflects more or less, in a different span of time, the concerns
which have been articulated by Mr. Chowdary and, of course, which have been
very eminently endorsed by both, Prabhay/and Mr. Rama Jois. I would just quote
one paragraph from his speech just to illustrate as to how this debate has
spanned across the contours of the Indian Parliamentary system going back
possibly to its very inception. The illustrative paragraph is, and, I quote the hon.
Member, who is now no longer with us, late Mr. RK. Mishra, “I would submit that
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting is being too touchy about this talk of
freedom of the Press. Now, where is the freedom of the Press? What do we have
in India? We have the freedom of the newspaper owner in India, we have the
freedom of the newspaper proprietor, and, in some cases, the delegated freedom,

which is enjoyed by the newspaper managers.”

But, with all due respect to his views, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, this is only a
part of the story because the fact remains that the vibrance and the robustness of
the Indian media has, to a very large extent, also acted as an oversight mechanism,
which has helped to broadbase, strengthen and consolidate our democratic

institutions.
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6.00 r.M.

While I entirely share some of the concerns, which you have raised about
paid news, about private treaties, about TAM TRPs, sensationalism bordering on
insensitivity, cross-holdings in the media space and monopolistic practices, the
question I asked myself is: is an independent regulator really the solution to these

problems?

Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, as the spokesperson for my Party, I had the privilege
of dealing with the front-end of the media, and, now, as the Minister of
Information and Broadcasting, I also have the remit of dealing with the back-end
media. And, it may sound a little insensitive or a little blase, if I were to put it or
articulate in those terms, but the fact is that the media is a business like any other
business in this world. And, I do not hold any excuse for these aberrations but
the limited point that I am trying to make is that, unfortunately, in this business,
the revenue models are very flawed. I am not saying that that should be an
excuse for aberration or that should be an excuse for illegality but there are certain
realities, which, I think, it is important for me to share with this House, and, that
is why, especially, in the broadcast space, when this Government, through a
statutory remit, embarked upon the process of digitization, the entire effort was to
see that transparency is brought about in the broadcasting sector. From the
consumer to the broadcaster, taking the intermediaries along, a vibrant revenue
model can be built, which can possibly deal with some of the aberrations, which

have been concerning us for all this while.

However, it is not that we, as a Government, are trying to hide behind the fig
leaf of aberrations of flawed revenue models and letting the media off the hook.
That is not the case. This Parliament, in its wisdom, has, over a period of time,
enacted legislations which provide the mechanism for exercising oversight on
various facets of the media. Now, it is another matter that there may have been
times when the superintendence or the implementation of that may not have been
to the satisfaction of everybody concerned. But that does not mean that there is

an absence of a statutory architecture which empowers and enables, and when I
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talk about Governments, I talk about Governments in continuance across time and
space, to be able to deal with the aberrations and take effective action. The Press
Council of India Act was enacted in 1978. If I were to go into the reason as to
why the Parliamentary leaders at that point in time decided that the Press Council
of India would be a body of peers which would exercise both moral and in certain
cases statutory superintendence over the media and not be armed with excessive
powers which could disturb that golden mean between the freedom of speech and
expression and the reasonable restrictions, I do not think that they were really
wrong in their approach. The Press Council of India does have the ability, does
have the authority, either suo motu or on the receipt of a complaint, to take action.
It is another matter that, maybe, we will live in times where a moral censure or a
moral reprimand does not carry that amount of weight. But that does not mean that
the Press Council of India does not have the authority to be able to take action.
But, given the times that we live in, as we speak, Government is considering
amendments to the Press Council of India Act. We are trying to ensure that this
Act is made, I would not like to use the word stringent, more effective so that it
could be concurrent and adaptable to the times. And, I have no hesitation, of
course, these are amendments in the draft stage, Mr. Vice-Chairperson, Sir, in
sharing some of the salient points with you that the Press Council may direct the
authorities of the State to suspend the release of an advertisement to the offending
newspaper till the adjudication is published or for the period specified by the
Council. On the award of two censures under this section, these are amendment to
section 14 that we are considering, within a period of six months, the Council may
ask the concerned authorities to suspend Government-funded advertisement to the
newspaper; and in case of an editor or a journalist, suspend the accreditation of
such editor or journalist for a period not exceeding three months. If on more than
two such instances of non-compliance with the directions issued under this
section within a period of one year, the Press Council of India may direct the
authorities for suspension of registration of newspapers up to a fortnight. But
these are contentious issues and there is a need for consensus not only within
Parliament but across the stake-holders because there could be room for legitimate
criticism that Government is actually trying to overreach and is trying to disrupt
that golden mean which I keep referring to. Mr. Vice-Chairperson, can I conclude

in five minutes or do you want me to conclude now?
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): We have to conclude it.

SHRI MANISH TEWARI: In a sense, Mr. Vice-Chairperson, the short point
that T am trying to make is that there are mechanisms, frameworks, which are
available under the different sections of different Acts which empower the
Government to take action against, what the hon. Member has said, the erring

media.

Therefore, under those circumstances, I would request the hon. Member to

withdraw the Resolution.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Mr. Chowdary, do you want to
reply?

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY : 1 want you to extend this discussion to the next
date.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Will you reply, or, are you
withdrawing the Resolution? No Member is here to speak on your Resolution.

Therefore, you have to reply; and then we have to conclude.

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, let me first thank my
colleagues for supporting my views on the Resolution. I also thank the hon.

Minister for his clarifications.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Please conclude in two

minutes.

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY: Yes, I will try my best. There are certain serious
problems about the media, particularly the entry of crony capitalism. The Minister
was telling whether regulatory body was required. If dharma and adharma is
followed, no regulatory body is required. Most of the media has been converting
stories into news. The media is meant for reporting the facts. The hon. Minister
said that at the end of the day, the media is supposed to run a business house. I
do agree. But that doesn’t mean that they will run in unethical way and make
profits. If that is the case, many hospitals are also expected to run for the sake of
profit. But can they ruin the public health? Are they not running ethically and

commercially viable operations? The media is also expected to do that. However,
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the hon. Minister has said, in a lighter vein, whether the regulatory body is
required or not. If that is the case, we had the Controller of the Capital Issues in
the past. Why have we brought the SEBI? I am definitely satisfied with the
Minister’s reply that they have already started bringing forward certain amendments.
The whole idea of bringing this point is to sensitise the hon. Members of this

House on the media issue. In any case, I withdraw my Resolution.
The Resolution, by leave, was withdrawn.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Shri K.N. Balagopal, not

present. Next Shri Rangasayee Ramakrishna to move the Resolution.

Upper House for all States and empowering Panchayati Raj Institutions

SHRI RANGASAYEE RAMAKRISHNA (Karnataka): I move the following

Resolution:
“Having regard to the fact that—

@ from times immemorial, self governance by the institution of Panchayats

was prevalent in the village-society;

(i) even the British respected this institution which catered to the basic
needs of the society in which influential and wise men were nominated

at the local level who had an affluent background;

(i) post independence, in the formative years of the Republic, the office
bearers in these institutions were sought to be elected and the caste

panchayats were replaced by elected panachayats;

(iv) based on the Balwant Rai Mehta Committee report, Prime Minister Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru launched Panchayati Raj in Nagaur district in Rajasthan
in 1959;

(v) in the states such as Rajasthan, which adopted this model, the CD
Block budgets comprising Public Works Department, public health,
primary and secondary education, agriculture, animal husbandry,
irrigation, etc. were transferred to Panchayati Raj institutions for being

administered not by government officials but by elected Panchayati Raj
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(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

*)

(xi)

representatives and the budgets were themselves created out of felt
demands for the people and administered by the elected representatives

of Panchayati Raj bodies;

had this system been allowed to take roots and continue for a longer
time, the nation would have reaped the benefits of a truly decentralized

democracy but unfortunately this experiment was short lived;

however, Panchayati Raj institutions could have been saved by taking
one more logical step in their path of evolution, viz., integrating directly
elected people’s representative into the scheme of Panchayati Raj
hierarchy itself and one more alternative which could have been
seriously considered was to make the Panchayati Raj functionaries to
elect MLASs;

Panchayati Raj continued on paper and Sarpanches got elected without
any attendant charter of responsibilities and the financial powers that

could have rendered their duties effective and meaningful;

despite the detailed enumeration of allocable functions to Panchayats in
Eleventh Schedule (article 243 G) of the Constitution, the non devolution
of financial powers to make these enumerated functions meaningful and
the non vacation of administrative space by concerned government
departments, has resulted in rendering the Panchayati Raj a boneless

wonder;

in the entire chronology of the framing of the Indian Constitution, the
segment that betrays a half hearted approach and the absence of
consensus happens to be that concerning bicameral legislatures in the

States;

in the backdrop of diametrically opposed views on the need for a
second chamber, more opposed and less favourably inclined, Dr.
Ambedkar moved a compromise resolution proposing second chamber,
purely as an experimental measure and article 169 of the Constitution
resulted, which confined the bicameral set up only to states which

already had a second house in the Government of India Act, 1935;
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(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

functional representation, originally an Irish model, is indeed the genesis
of an idea, which if properly understood in the right perspective,
provides for strengthening Panchayati Raj institutions by integrating

them into the framework of the Upper House;

the practice of MLAs constituting an electoral college for the Second
House can be abandoned in favour of local bodies, both in rural and
urban areas, viz.,, Panchayati Raj institutions and Municipalities to form
an electoral college to send their representatives to the Upper House;

and

simultaneously, the restriction of the facility of bicameral legislature only
to Government of India Act, 1935 provinces can also be abandoned in
favour of a uniform policy for all states to have a Legislative Council,
not dependent on an enabling resolution of the concerned assemblies,

this House urges upon the Government to—

(a) initiate an amendment to article 169 of the Constitution such as to
provide uniformly for an Upper House in all the States, to be
composed of representatives to be elected by all Panchayati Raj
institutions in rural areas and all municipalities and corporations in
urban areas replacing the present system of substantial
representation to the MLAs, and the teachers/graduate

constituencies; and

(b) amend Part IX of the Constitution such as to provide for transfer
of certain departments such as agriculture, animal husbandry,
irrigation, public health, Public Works, primary and secondary
education to appropriate echelons of Panchayati Raj along with the
concurrent transfer of the concerned budgetary outlays and real
transfer of such areas to the Panchayati Raj institutions which will
be possible only if the corresponding space is vacated by the

concerned Government departments.”

Sir, I want to recollect that as far back as 1959, the Indian Government had

initiated the first step towards Panchayati Raj. In a meeting held in Nagore, the

former Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru came and inaugurated Panchayati
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Raj in a proper framework. At that time, we envisaged a three-tier set up —
Panchayats at the village level, Panchayat Unions or Panchayat Samithis at the
taluk level or at the Tehsil level; and Zilla Parishad or District Board at the district

level.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Mr. Rangasayee, you have
moved the Resolution. Your speech remains unfinished. You may continue your
speech on the next day allotted for Private Members’ Resolutions, that is 26th
April, 2013.

SPECIAL MENTIONS

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): Now we take up Special
Mentions. Dr. Prabha Thakur. Please lay it on the Table.

Demand to make autonomous bodies responsible to the concerned Ministries

ST TT BIPR (RORF): H9aqd] AR & BE-PIO1 H A0S GRS aF
& forg wWrremR W s dEeEl @ i fey g S 'R el oo |
AR Td werad B fg, 4 Wed H AT FEd TW We © P W B W)
AR oot wfdel vd wdEar @l gRUAnT W aRd €1 ds 9R Al W ERIM
W e 9ffa & Fdel ud FoRl @1 o we@ T8 <4, e Sd BRI
I O H AR b Ui SNdy SO Bl g

SAIHAT &, dqMfb B Wihal # URSRET & fow A T Bl qur AR A g
el e

Demand to take steps for uniform use of National Emblem by various

organisations of Central and State Governments

SHRI AMBETH RAJAN (Uttar Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, National
Emblem of a country symbolizes its history, tradition, culture, pride and honour of
a nation. National Emblem is an adoption of Sarnath Lion Capital of Asoka.
National Emblem with Ashoka Chakra teaches truth, love and sacrifice to the whole

nation and its citizen.
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India adopted this National Emblem’on 26th January, 1950. The emblem forms
part of the official symbol in the communications by Government of India and
appears in Indian currency as well. It is displayed in many places; appears
prominently on Indian passports, distinction boards placed in front of Ministries
and Central Government offices. Many States are using National Emblem in their
State Emblem. A few States are not using it. The States must use National Emblem

along with their own State Emblem.

Often it is observed that there is no uniformity in using National Emblem by
various offices and organisations of Central and States. It is pertinent to mention
here that as per the provisions of the State Emblem of India (Regulation of Use)
Rules, 2007, the State Emblem should be positioned in the “middle top” on the
official/demi-official stationery, visiting cards etc. It should be ensured that the State
Emblem of India is depicted together with the motto “Satyameva Jayate”- in

Devanagri Script - inscribed below the profile of Lion Capital.

I urge the Government to abide the above mentioned rules, and that National
Emblem be kept in the middle of currencies issued by RBI, distinction boards in

offices, Government letterheads and in other relevant stationeries and places.

Demand to regularize the workers employed on daily wage basis in Government
opium and alkaloid factory at Ghazipur in Uttar Pradesh

A R PR g (TR wow): #E5y, UMDY AWH Ud &RIE HREM,
TONR, SR S H 1820 ¥ UG fhar AT oI, S fds P W g9l 9Y AHH
PREM Bl 3H PREM H HAfA B 9 A N B, fUw 9 w® 9mlRe
HAfDI P S| I8 W FAE ERI Pl R HWD Bl AT 559 8 @b goEH
4 PRRA AfSl B A= 355 AE B, NFH PpA 204 U8 Rad 1 THANSY, @
RUE @1 Il #ae WeR R od & @ g9 d Qe 01-03-2013 dF PR
el & Wpd Ug 159 BN, SEAfG PUS FRRG sfel @ W@ 125 wF 2
sHh WY B IHUA HAFB H WHd U 221 8, Sip BRRG WA 230 Bl
JPuA HMD I H g G H 9 NP Tl AT IguA HWD B U AP
Ue R TRHNE~RET @R f&ar SQ dl ogRidd e 9 H 25 U Rad 8 Sl
saferg amlie sl @ aoee e @ fFafia e S daar 2

foa g "9 P UF BI0Wo 19011/2/2012 X@Ud U1 fedie 28 RiawR,
2012 & SFJAR AP Hfd I PuUS HFS T H GRHRSTIT e fHA M
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g, e waw@wu agerd e &1 ug gaad § R @l g1 Ik sigea 9
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W1, 4/1/3/2013/W0dl0 foAid 24 #g, 2012 & SFUR IUJd UG Y T A€
P WU B HF |

Demand to improve passenger amenities at Hyderabad and

Secunderabad railway stations

SHRI Y.S. CHOWDARY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, Hyderabad and Secunderabad
Railway Stations are under the administrative control of the South Central Railways.
Hyderabad is well-connected to Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai and several other important
places of the country, through a number of trains being operated from these
stations. Every day, more than 100 trains arrive at or depart from these stations,
transporting over 1,00,000 passengers to different destinations. But there are no
facilities of lifts and escalators for the passengers at these railway stations. The
passengers are facing inconvenience in reaching the platforms for want of lifts and
escalators. The provision for lifts and escalators has been a long-pending demand
of the passengers, especially the elderly and physically challenged ones. But till
date, the railway authorities have taken no steps to install lifts and escalators at

these railway stations in order to avoid inconvenience to the passengers.

Further, Sir, Hyderabad being the hub of IT and pharma industries, a lot of
foreigners visit the city. Therefore, there is an urgent need to step up the facilities
at these stations on par with international standards. As a part of this exercise, it
is urgently required to upgrade the waiting rooms, retiring rooms and also install

the equipment for digital display of information relating to trains.

In view of the above, I urge upon the Central Government to direct the

concerned authorities to initiate action in this regard, immediately.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA): The House is adjourned to
meet again at 11.00 a.M. on Monday, the 18th March, 2013.

The House then adjourned at fourteen minutes past six of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Monday, the 18th March, 2013.



